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Prime Minister and Nemo Minister Absent During Disaster
The level of apathy
displayed by these two leaders is
indicative of the larger sentiment
of Government Ministers who
time and again have shown that
they do not care an iota about
the things that are affecting
Belizeans. They are only concern
with their self-development and
have taken a nonchalant attitude
towards the needs of Belize and
its people.
And while they have plainly
demonstrated that they do not care
about the people, what we are
certain of is that this disaster will
Aerial view of Macal River in San Ignacio as it overflowed the banks

Over the weekend, with the
passage of hurricane Julia across
the Central American Isthmus,
it dumped massive amounts of
water in the region. Belize was not
spared from the natural disaster
and flood waters are now making
their way from the Western part
of the country through the river
ways and other tributaries into the
Belize District.
In the wake of this disaster
hundreds of families have been
displaced with them sustaining as
of yet undetermined amounts of
losses. Even so, the Government
has been slow to their aid. Also
losing much of their investment
are farmers who now have water
soaked crops as well as produce
which they will not be able to
harvest. It is a natural disaster
of immeasurable impacts and
while the Belizean people braved
the torrential rains and now the
floods, those who were to lead the
country in these times of disaster
were notably absent.

Both the Prime Minister,
Johnny Briceno, and the Minister
in charge of the National
Emergency Management
Organization, Orlando Habet,
have been completely absent as
the country suffered through this
latest natural disaster.
Briceno, only returned to the
country after the worst had taken
place and 5 days after the event,
he is yet to address the nation.
Similarly, Habet, who was to
have been the point man at this
time, did not make an appearance
to reassure the Belizean people
until Tuesday, 4 days after the
event. Even with his appearance,
there were no words of comfort
of any sense of being in charge
by the Minister. He simply sat
meekly in a corner, clueless as
to what needed to be done at this
time.
Had it not been for the
professionals at NEMO, the
country would at this time be in
dire straits.

be costing the Belizean people
a pretty penny. Some speculate
that this Government prays that
disasters strike in an effort to
cream from the funds that they
will generate from them.
As for now they are preparing
for a House Meeting which is
scheduled for Monday October
17. We are certain that during
this presentation another round
of financial burdens will be
placed on the backs of Belizean
people compounding an already
unbearable weight.

Policewoman Shot
in Dangriga

Lorray Arzu Cacho

A police woman is struggling
for her life after being shot in
Dangriga. Reports suggest that
the police woman was inside a
vehicle along with a man when
they were shot sometime after 6
p.m. on Wednesday October 12.

Police report that the
police woman, identified
as Lorray Arzu Cacho,
was rushed to the Karl
Heusner Memorial Hospital
(KHMH), for medical
treatment. She reportedly
received two gunshot
wounds.
Cacho’s companion
has been identified as 44
year old Leonel Rowland
who sustained 3 gunshot
injuries. He was also
taken to the KHMH for
treatment.
Police report that the two
were shot at by an assailant who
approached them in an F150
pickup truck which sped off
shortly after the shooting.
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Senior Government Advisor Serving
As Permits Runman
government advisor makes
frequent trips to the Free Zone
where he takes application for
permits to imports goods from
the zone into the country. The
executive messenger takes the
filled out applications to relevant
authorities for guaranteed
approvals and then returns them
back into the free zone.
The permits vary for the
importation of all manner of
goods, including cheese, soft
drinks, alcoholic beverages, soap
among other items.
It is something that bears
watching as the senior advisor
is using both his governmental
position as well as vehicle and
fuel to make the runs into the
zone. What’s worse is that he is
being paid from the Government
coffers to provide services to
Cheese is one of the items for which permits are sought

Information reaching
the Guardian Newspaper
suggests that a senior official
of Government who was hired
on contract to advise one of

the Government Ministries has
been moonlighting as a permits
facilitator for businessmen inside
the Corozal Free Zone.
We a r e t o l d t h a t t h e

Jealousy Leads
To Murder
In Pomona

a particular ministry and thus
far has done very little of this.
Instead he is concentrating his
time on being the permits runman.
While that is bad enough,
legitimate businessmen complain
that the facilitation of these
kinds of permits compromises
their business as those operating
from the zone do so with lower
overhead costs putting legitimate
businesses at a disadvantage.
There is information which
tells us that the permits run-man
is conducting business with a
number of free zone businessmen.
At least one of them has been
fingered in the past for money
laundering.
We will keep following this
story.

Marine Biologist’s
Killers Charged

John Horace Franklin

Celso Cawich

Kevin Williams

Doratian Salam

Police have arrested and
charged Doratian Salam, a
43-year-old security guard of
Pomona Village in the Stann
Creek District, for the crime of
murder.
Salam is accused of stabbing
and killing 29-year-old Kevin
Williams on Saturday, October
8. Sometime around 1 p.m.
Williams was in the company
of a woman on an unnamed
Street in Pomona Village, Stann
Creek District when they were
approached by a man who was

riding a motorcycle.
The man alighted the
motorcycle, approached Williams,
and stabbed him. Willams was
transported to the Southern
Regional Highway with the
assistance of a passerby. However,
he succumbed to his injuries
whilst receiving treatment.
Police say the killing could
have been motivated by jealousy
as Salam was previously in
a romantic relationship with
the woman in who’s company
Williams was.

Police have charged 27year-old John Horace Franklin,
a resident of Harmonyville
Village located on the George
Price Highway for the crime of
Murder. A second man, 19-yearold construction worker, Jalen
Amaury Oshen has been charged
with robbery. The men were
charged following the killing of
marine biologist and teacher, 38year-old Celso Cawich.
At around 6:30p.m. on
Saturday October 10, Cawich was
inside his store in Harmonyville
village on the George Price
Highway when he was approached
by two men who were carrying
firearms. It is believed the men
intended to rob Cawich but

Jalen Amaury Oshen
that turned to murder when
Cawich is believed to have made
a movement towards his waist
and he was shot in the process.
He was rushed to the Western
Regional Hospital but succumbed
to his injuries.
The killing is particularly
shocking to the small village
community as Cawich was seen as
a productive and helpful member
of the village. He was known as
a kind and generous person who
would often assist those in the
community who would approach
him for help.
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Did The Ministry Of Education
Implement Invasive Survey?

Most of the questions in survey were intrusive

Over the weekend the
Ministry of Education in
Barbados had to call an
emergency press conference
to distance themselves from a
survey which was conducted in
schools in that country which
some have described as offensive
and invasive.
The survey was sponsored by

the Inter-American Development
Bank and was done under the
guise of it being a ‘Computer
Science Test’. The test however,
asked respondents excessively
invasive questions which gave
rise to a firestorm of controversy
in Barbados. In a weekend press
conference, the Ministry of
Education in that country said

that the results of the survey
would be discarded.
The drastic measure taken
by the Barbadian Government
is not without merit. While the
questionnaire begins harmless
enough there are very probing
and uncomfortable questions
that were being asked for school
children to qualify. Some of the
questions border them being
a psychological evaluation of
respondents.
Among these are:
‘I drink alcohol without
parents’ approval.’
‘I deliberately try to hurt or
kill myself.’
‘I hear sounds or voices that
other people think aren’t there.’
‘I set fires.’
‘I steal at home’
‘I steal from places other
than home.’
‘I think about sex too
much.’
‘I wish I were of the opposite
sex.’

Of the 253 questions in
the survey there are over 100
which can be deemed as overly
intrusive.
While Barbados has taken
the decision to scrap the survey,
there is information surfacing in
Belize that the very same survey
was conducted in Belize. These
pry into the criminal pathology of
children as well as the intimacy
of their sexuality.
The Ministry of Education
in Belize has said that the survey
has indeed been executed in
schools in Belize but they have
not yet answered if is the same
survey as the one that was done in
Barbados. Some parents we spoke
to tell us that they find it offensive
that a survey of this character
would be done with their children
without them being notified first.
Some are now asking that the
Ministry of Education come clean
as to exactly what their children
were asked and what the purpose
of the exercise was .

Message of Congratulations
to Taiwan From Hon. Dr.
Shyne Barrow

Still No Medication
Or Supplies At
Healthcare Facilities
Critical shortages continue
to plague the health care system
as basic medication and supplies
are scarce to come by. On a daily
basis callers make pleas on radio
talk shows complaining that they
are unable to get proper medical
attention at public facilities
because there are no supplies to
do so.
On Wednesday, October 12,
one of those callers explained
on Wave Radio’s, ‘Fus Ting Da
Mawning,’ that she had been
hospitalized at the Karl Heusner
Memorial Hospital where she had
to purchase something as basic as
Tylenol. She claimed that often
times she witnessed as nurses
shared medical tape in order to
tape down intravenous needles.

She lamented that even
something as cheap as purified
water was not available at the
hospital, forcing her to drink pipe
water.
He complaints are not
isolated, another person who
reached out to the same talk
show explained that, “Northern
Regional Hospital is out of
nebulizers. Patients with
respiratory attacks must send to
buy them to be treated.”
These are the daily struggles
that Belizeans have to face on
a daily basis despite promises
from the Minister and Minister
of Health and Wellness, Kevin
Bernard , promising that the
critical shortages were going
to be addressed by the end of
September.

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow and Taiwan’s Ambassador to Belize, H.E. David KuanChou Chien

Happy to join the ROC
Taiwanese Ambassador to
celebrate the 111th National Day of
the Republic of China(Taiwan).
The Opposition takes this
opportunity to thank the ROC
Taiwanese for their commitment
to Belize and the vast economic
and educational support they
have given and continue to give
to Belize.
We remain two Nations
bound forever by our shared
values for human rights,
D e m o c r a c y, F r e e d o m a n d

Independence, our strong
conviction for self determination
and preservation of our territorial
integrity, our indomitable will
to keep flourishing in the face
of insurmountable odds and
existential threats.
The Opposition remains
committed to our long lasting
friendship and support of the
Republic of China(Taiwan).
Happy 111th National Day!
Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow
Leader of the Opposition
UDP
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VaCanCY: JOB OPPOrTunITY
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Operations Department. In the
Port’s continued effort to promote diversity, both females/males, are encouraged to apply for the available post.

aSSISTanT OPeraTIOnS SuPerVISOr

reports to: Cargo Operations Manager
Summary of responsibilities: The Assistant Operations Supervisor will report to the Cargo Operations Manager and will

assist with the supervision of all container movement and operations personnel. He or she will be responsible for preparing
vessel worked forms to Accounts Department for billing and statistical/Operational reports. Able to check reefer plugins, read
and calculate charges. Learn newly implemented Octopi Terminal Operating System, training to be provided. Assist COM
with preparing gang order for vessels and reefer cargo information. This post is fun and challenging, come prepared for a new
venture.

Job responsibilities:

Summary of responsibilities: The Assistant Operations Supervisor will report to the Cargo Operations Manager (COM)
and will assist with the supervision of all container movement and operations personnel. He or she will be responsible for
preparing vessel worked forms to Accounts Department for billing and statistical/Operational reports. Able to check reefer
plugins, read and calculate charges. Utilize newly implemented Octopi Terminal Operating System (TOS), inhouse training
and opportunity for ongoing self-development to be provided.
Assist COM with preparing gang order for vessels, berth planning, staff scheduling and reefer cargo information.
Leadership responsibilities:

Attract, develop, grow and retain the best talents and fill the leadership pipeline.
 Organize, balance and schedule workloads within the department.
 Prioritize, delegate, and set performance objectives.
 Follow-up on performance, provide quality feedback, and objectively appraise differentiated performance
levels.
 Empower and inspire staff to achieve high levels of motivation and employee engagement.
 Ensure zero harm, improve safe working processes.
 Provide timely reports for all accidents, incidents and disciplinary incidents.
 Understand Customer requirements and drive the department to achieve these on a consistent basis.
 Track and manage variable expenditure to avoid all cost waste and reduce costs to the bare minimum.
 Continuously lean, streamline, and improve processes.
 Leverage relevant technology to automate processes.
 Maintain high levels of data quality for data and information and reports provided to other functions.
duties & responsibilities:
 Remain vigilant and immediately take action in the event any personnel, customers or visitors to the terminal
are not wearing PPE and/or any unsafe acts are witnessed.
 Assist with supervising of the movement of inbound and outbound of all containers and break bulk/bulk
cargoes.
 Assist with supervising of personnel working in the port compound, container yard and pier.
 Assist with the input, processing and verification of correct and complete upload of vessel and cargo
information into the TOS in preparation of vessel arrival. Reconcile planned and executed work prior vessel
departure. Provide relief at Gate-In and Gate-Out processes as required.
 Develop and implement a systematic yard plan to accommodate performa cargo flows into and out of the yard;
modify as required to meet actual vessel cargo fluctuations.
 Plan, sequence, execute and monitor cargo discharge and load, into and out of the yard in an optimized
manner.
 Generate and execute work queues for yard stacker operators; discharge and load; monitor execution.
 Assist with the preparation of gang order for vessels.
 Assist with the preparation and daily maintenance of the staff roster; aligning anticipated operations manning
requirements with projected vessel movements, distributing regularly (daily if required).
 Assist with the preparation and daily maintenance and distribution of the Berth Plan.
 Provide relief at Gate-In and Gate-Out processes as required.
 Provide relief at Front-Desk release processes as required.
 Check and sign delivery orders for authenticity to load direct delivery containers.
 Assist with the supervising of the loading and unloading of containers and break-bulk vessels in
compound/pierhead.
 Provide reports of vessels worked to Accounts Department for billing.
 Provide reports (work logs) of vessels worked for operations statistics.
 Check and prepare reefer cargo information. Check reefer plug-ins, reading and calculate charges.
 Develop and maintain operational data and operational reporting.
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Your Horoscope

Aries Mar 21 – Apr 19
You’re in a great place this week
to get your love-related affairs in order.
If you’re single, you might uncover
extraordinary mental clarity connected
to your relationship checklist. Perhaps
you’ll even recognize that you’re better
off staying alone rather than being in
the wrong company -- be proud of
yourself for knowing that. If there is
someone who wants to be in your life
who isn’t giving as much as they’re
trying to get, you won’t have it. Good
for you! In addition, those already
in commitments may feel more in
tune than ever. In fact, you might be
finishing each other’s sentences.
Taurus Apr 20 – May 20
Your love life might be negatively
affected by financial concerns. Mars
is currently in your earned income
sector and will run right into Neptune
on Wednesday. There is a strong
possibility that a financial loss will
arrive this week -- some difficulty
could also start up around your efforts
to make money. Other things in your
romantic situation may fall to the
wayside, particularly since your sign is
known for its desire for security. When
your money isn’t right, Taurus, it might
seem like nothing else works! If you
find yourself floundering in matters of
the heart, remember, it’s all connected
to your deeper security needs. Fix your
foundations first.
Gemini May 21 – Jun 20
Thoughts of romance could be
filling your mind! Mental Mercury
enters your 5th House of Pleasure on
Monday, and now that he’s back on
track moving direct, you can think
more clearly about your love life
happenings. At any moment, you may
have to make a decision about what
you put your focus on and who you
give your mental energy to. If single,
you can focus on sharing conversations
with someone who seems genuinely
interested in getting to know you.
You’re not about to chase anyone who’s
playing hard to get. If attached, you and
your sweetheart may want to indulge in
something you both are certain you’ll
enjoy.
Cancer Jun 21 – Jul 22
You may only be interested in
romance if it aligns with stability.
Nothing frivolous or uncertain for
you, Cancer, thank you very much!
The cosmos is supporting you to build
strong relationships. There is nothing
exciting about a scenario where a love
interest isn’t absolutely positive that
they want to build a life with you or
nurture the life you’ve already built.
You’re focused on foundations in love,
so if you’re already coupled and the
bones of your relationship house aren’t
solid, you’ll be focused on repairs. Both
of you can work together to solidify
your love. On the other hand, if you’re
single and there is even one red flag
with a potential person, you’re out.
Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22
An unwanted advance from a peer
in your social circle might leave you
feeling more confused than flattered.
This person was likely someone you
saw only as a friend -- maybe even just
an acquaintance. Perhaps they spilled
their feelings under the influence of too
much alcohol or another intoxicant, or
might be in an emotionally vulnerable
place when this happens. You might
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feel completely thrown off guard at
first and not know how to deal with it.
Once this person realizes that it’s not
reciprocated, however, they’ll probably
feel quite embarrassed. Be sensitive
where possible, but don’t hesitate to
remain true to your boundaries.
Virgo Aug 23 – Sep 22
The value of a potential
relationship (or a current one) is ready
for you to explore. If there is someone
who is older or more established than
you in your life who expresses romantic
interest, you can clearly see this person’s
worth. Loving Venus and helpful Saturn
are showing you how well put together
this possible connection is and how
good their intentions are. Even if your
heart isn’t automatically skipping a
beat in their presence, you’ll probably
feel this connection is worth exploring
-- and it most likely is! If you’re in a
connection where children are being
raised, you may feel especially proud
of your mate’s parenting skills.
Libra Sep 23 – Oct 22
You’re in a solid position this
week to make excellent decisions
for your life -- including your love
life. Witty Mercury enters Libra
on Monday, and with this cosmic
communicator on your side, you’ll be
able to communicate gracefully about
what you want, need, and deserve in
a love connection -- without coming
across selfishly. Venus, also in your
sign, will dance into a perfect trine to
stabilizing Saturn on Friday. She and
Saturn are inspiring the most reliable
romantic possibilities. Stability is sexy,
and you’d wise to cherish a connection
where you know you can rely on the
person you’re with.
Scorpio Oct 23 – Nov 21
You’re likely holding your cards
close to your chest when it comes to
love and romantic matters. The planets
are pushing you to keep up a poker
face and not let on if you have a crush
on a certain someone -- and this is for
your own protection. You could end
up spending this week investigating
(or soul-searching) in order to truly
decipher whether or not this person is
or would be a good match, or if you’re
only comfortable with them because red
flags feel like home to you. If the latter
is the case, you know your mindset isn’t
helpful in the long run, you can see and
handle it! You’ve got this, Scorpio.
Sagittarius Nov 22 – Dec 21
Uncertainty in a love connection
might have you second guessing
whether or not your partnership (or
your ideal partnership) makes sense
long-term. The problem likely revolves
around some confusion with domestic
matters. You and your lover might not
agree about expanding your family or
on living arrangements. Perhaps only
one of you is ready to start a family, or
you thought you were ready to live with
your sweetheart -- then, once you made
this commitment, both of your realized
it was too much, too soon. If single, you
may not want family members to weigh
in on your love life. No matter how
well-meaning they are, they probably
won’t be helpful.
Capricorn Dec 22 – Jan 19
Status and romance are now
twining together in your life. If you’re
single, you might mainly be interested

in exploring a love connection with
someone who elevates your status.
Perhaps this person will be connected
to your career. They may even have
the ability to help you get ahead
professionally in an honest way. You
might genuinely find someone with
authority attractive -- perhaps you’re
already crushing on your boss or
someone else you need to report to. If
you’re currently in a relationship, you
could find yourself asking your partner
for professional advice. They can help
you make a vital decision.
Aquarius Jan 20 – Feb 18
Your romantic dreams may feel
crushed at this time. It’s possible that
someone you have interest in will
reveal that they’re less than above
board in character. While you might
initially make excuses for this person,
it will probably soon become clear
that you must face reality. You can’t
justify someone else’s bad behavior
simply because you have feelings for
them, no matter how tempting it is. In

some cases, this could lead to a break
up -- but that’s only likely if you have
been casually dating. If you’re in an
otherwise solid relationship, this might
just be a week where passion slows
down. You’re just not in the mood!
Pisces Feb 19 – Mar 20
You don’t have to stick around
for any superficial conversation!
Instead, you can make a splash in
the deep matter of your partner’s or
love interest’s mental capacity. You’re
genuinely capable of understanding
what makes someone else tick now that
Mercury is back in your 8th House of
Depth. Because of this, you’ll have an
edge in relating -- and relationships.
Let the planet of wit inspire you to ask
exactly the right questions and support
you as you get to know someone you
might want to date, or work to enhance
intimacy with a current partner. If there
is an uncomfortable conversation that
needs to happen between you and a
lover, you can handle it with grace.

Liquor License Notice

Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
B Mart LLP, is applying for a New Shop Liquor License the year
2023 to be operated at “B Mart LLP”, located at 2 1/2 MilesPhilip
Goldson Highway, Belize City, Belize District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
Yahui Chen, is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License
for the year 2023 to be operated at “R A Shop”, located at 275 Apollo
Street, Belize City, Belize District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition
2000, Hifzur Rahman/Bilal Ahmed, is applying for the renewal
of a Beer Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at
“Dolphin Grocery”, located at 27 Dolphin Street, Belize City, Belize
District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
MD Mishaul Hoque Chowdhury, is applying for the renewal of a
Shop Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “Misba
Grocery”, located at 21 Kraal Road, Belize City, Belize District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
Jia Wei Li, is applying for the renewal of a Publican General Liquor
License for the year 2023 to be operated at “Tommy’s Shop”, located
at 61519 C.A. Boulevard, Belize City, Belize District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
Alice Wing San Cheng, is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor
License for the year 2023 to be operated at “San San Shop”, located
at 7226 Ceasar Ridge Road, Belize City, Belize District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
Can Jun Li, is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License
for the year 2023 to be operated at “Jun Li 1 Grocery”, located at
5701 Lizarraga Avenue, Belize City, Belize District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
100 Service Station, is applying for the renewal of a Convenience
Store Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “100
Service Station Ltd, located at 517 Vernon Street, Belize City,
Belize District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
Jianrong Chen, is applying for the renewal of a Restaurant Liquor
License for the year 2023 to be operated at “Bolo’s Fast Food”,
located at 29 Partridge Street, Belize City, Belize District.
Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000,
Sonia Lucia Jimenez Hernandez, is applying for the renewal of
a Restaurant Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at
“Amy Poinsetta Restaurant”, located at 92 Poinsetta Road, Belize
City, Belize District.
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Cocked And Loaded

Francis Fonseca

By Rudy Acosta
We write in response to
the negative and condescending
comments made against the
United Democrativ Party last
Thursday during the evening
news. The comments were
made by a present Minister of
government, who, in fact, was
also a Minister in the past Musa
Administration, and he is most
affectionately remembered as the
Attorney General who singed a
sovereign guarantee for a private
entity, not knowing whether
the guarantee was in United
States or Belizean currency. So

much for talent, right Johnny?
According to the all-knowing
Google search engine, “cocked
and loaded” refers to an old type
of firearm, where the breech had
to be cocked before loading the
ammunition, then it was ready
to fire. My brother and I are
exploiting this phrase to describe
the present state of the People’s
United Party.
With regards to the United
Democratic Party, the incontinent
and patronizing Fonseca fails to
appreciate that after a ripe fruit fall
from the tree, its seed has to die
first before sprouting majestically

upward with new life. No UDP
supporter likes what is happening
at the hierarchy of the Party, but
the dust will settle eventually, it
has to, these people in power have
no shame. Many Red supporters
blame Hon. Hugo Patt and Mr.
Omar Figueroa for not stepping
up to the plate and lead the darn
organization when they were
called upon! Since no-one has
ever been known to be able to
put the sh_t back into the horse
, please allow two lumbering
brothers to move ahead with our
Orwellian reflection.
Have you ever wondered
why our Prime Minister prefers
to spend an inordinate amount
of his time away not only from
his throne in Belmopan, but from
the entire jurisdiction of Belize?
Well, the gossip out here is that
the PM conceives that nobody
in his Cabinet respects him, and
except for Demon and Chrissy,
he feels completely isolated and
humiliated. They say that the Zinc
fence Minister and the duncy
Minister of Education are openly
angling for support to usurp Juan
Antonio ASAP. Soon there will
be chaos like never seen before
in a sitting government; so no
watch the UDP, watch uself! It is
rumored that the PM tries his best
to avoid Cabinet meetings, since

there is too much snickering in
the room when he speaks. He gets
much more respect in Taiwan,
Germany and the United States
than he does in Belmopan.
In the meantime, governance
is left to individual Ministers to
create their own dominion within
each Department, and each PUP
representative is fleecing his/her
ministry to the bone. They are
stealing everything that is not
bolted down or washed away in
the flood. This administration
is making Ralph and Troy look
like petty thieves; to wit: mere
pilferers, compared to this
man who brazenly transferred
a budgeted but not expended
$15 million for Superbond
“negotiations” to another account!
More time for that spicey chisme.
Now back to Orwell.
When he wrote “1984”,
George Orwell forewarned
that Communism would turn
civilization into dystopic societies.
He was wrong: Juan Antonio was
not yet born when Orwell penned
1984, or else the talented writer
would have modified his thesis
to emphasize the corruption
would be the central corridor to
decadence. Let us sincerely pray
for Belize, mi gente, and hope
the Lord will save us from this
rotten crowd.
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Taiwan’s Participation Can Strengthen
International Cooperation To Fight Transnational
Telecommunication Fraud In The Post-pandemic Era
Li,Hsi-ho
Commissioner
Criminal Investigation Bureau
Republic of China (Taiwan)

Fraud is disrupting
people’s livelihoods in the
postpandemic era
The internet is very
much part of daily life in the
postpandemicworld. Working,
studying, shopping, and
conducting other transactions
online have become commonplace.
But the digital financial services
that have developed from these
activitiesare an easy target
for criminal organizationsand
have also made investigating
crime more complicated for
the police. In 2021, Taiwan
reported fraud-related losses
of NT$5.61 billion (equivalent
approximatelyto US$186
million), indicatingthat fraudhas
seriously damagednational
economic development. There
is little doubt that fraud poses a
formidable challenge to countries
worldwide.
In recent years, fraud
has become more diverse and
sophisticated and scammers are
workingin new and constantly
evolving ways. Schemes involving
cryptocurrency—recently a hot
commodity—have inflicted heavy
losses on victims. When Taiwan’s
police investigatecases, they often
encounter difficulties arising from
the fact that servers, recipient
accounts, and cryptocurrency
exchange platforms used by
perpetrators are based overseas.
This preventsofficers from
stoppingthe transfer of moneyin
time to helpthe victims and
makes it more difficult to track
down suspects.
The inflow of profits from
fraud and other illegal activities
involvesmoney laundering, tax
evasion, andothercrimes that
undermine domestic financial
regulatory systems and erode
thesovereign authority of
governments. Police cooperation
between Taiwan and other
countries would help reduce
the number of fraud cases and
contribute to the administrative
efficiency of governments
worldwide.
International cooperation
is needed to combat the use of
virtual currenciesfor money
laundering
Virtual currenciesarea highrisk-high-reward commodity.
They havegrownincreasingly
popular in investment markets. As
the average person does not fully
understandhow virtual currencies

work, these investments have
become a common instrument
of organized fraud. Taiwan
police have recently discovered
that money laundering by
criminal groups using virtual
currenciesmostly involves
proceeds from investment fraud.
Victims are lured into registering
with a fake investment platform
and when they try to withdraw
funds after making a profit,the
customer service system—
operated by the criminal group—
requires them to pay additional
taxes of 10 to 20 percent before
the withdrawal can be approved.
Even if the payment is made,
the criminal group continues to
fabricatefurther demands thatthe
account be replenished in order
to cover, for example, transaction
fees.
Criminal organizations have
shiftedtheir tactics from buying
mule bank accounts to using virtual
currency wallets, thus lowering
the risk of police detection when
funds are withdrawn. The gangs
open phony accounts with virtual
currency exchanges, where
identity verification procedures
are relatively relaxed. Once a
victim makesa deposit into a
designated account, thescammers
quicklytransfer the money
multiple times,eventually moving
it to a cold wallet. It is then
switched to another exchange
where it is converted into legal
tender. Crypto wallets that do
not require user authentication
and have no upper limit on
transactions are a convenient tool
for money laundering. The victim,
perpetrator, and location of the
crime are usually in different
countries.Thus, transnational
cooperation is needed to
effectively crack down on the
common practice of concealing
illegal gains and converting them
into legal assets.
Taiwan’s police strive to
protect victimsof organized
human trafficking

Anticipating that the number
of job seekers would increase due
to involuntary unemployment
driven by the pandemic, criminal
organizations set up call centers
in various parts of the world
and recruitedpeople on a large
scale through online advertising.
The scammers usedattractive
slogans like “easy job”and “fast
financial freedom”and promised
stable and legal employment in
other countries. Victims only
discovered after arriving that the
jobs involved fraud or were not
what they expected. Some even
had their passports confiscated,
were deprived of their freedom,
and were beaten or sold to other
unlicensed businesses if they
refused to comply.If they asked
to quit, they were forced to pay
exorbitant fines or threatened
with organ removal tocompensate
the gangs.
H u m a n t r a ff i c k i n g i s
a serious issue that needs to
be addressed by the global
community. Fraud rings take
advantage of the convenience of
the internet to recruit people of
different nationalities through
multiple channels to work in
scam call centers around the
world. Taiwan police havelong
spared no effort to crack down on
this type of transnational crime.
This year, they have received
reports of Taiwanese citizens
being held against their will and
forced to engage in fraudulent
activities in Cambodia, the
Philippines, the United Arab
Emirates, and other countries
by illegal organizations set upby
Chinese nationals. International
cooperation is urgently needed to
rescuethe victims and fight such
crimes.
In 2021, Taiwanese and
Vietnamese police jointly cracked
down on a fraud ring in Taiwan
thatwas forcing Vietnamese
migrants who had overstayed
their visas to engage in scams
targetingtheir fellow compatriots.

The racket earned the criminals
VND3.29 billion (equivalent
to about US$140,000). In
cooperation with other foreign law
enforcement agencies,Taiwan’s
police have uncovered several
cases of organized crime outside
Taiwan linked to cross-border
fraud and human trafficking.
They worked with Montenegro
in 2020 and with Turkey in 2021
to clamp down on organized
crime involving perpetrators,
victims, and locations in multiple
countries. In the joint operation
with Montenegro, 92 suspects
were arrested for defrauding
more than 2,000 victims of a
total of NT$632.78 million
(equivalent roughly to US$21
million). These cases not only
underscore the importance of
cooperation among countries to
combat crime butalsohighlight
the need for concerted efforts
to protect human dignity and
values.
Taiwan’s contribution will
benefit the world
Taiwan has a high regard
for the rule of law and human
rights. The Constitution of the
Republic of China (Taiwan)
upholds the ideal that national
sovereignty resides with the
people and explicitly provides for
the protection of people’s rights
and freedoms. The government
strictly prohibits any action that
infringes on the rights of others.
Transnational crime often involves
multiple countries and areas,
which canhinder investigations.
In the postpandemicworld,
criminal tactics will continue
to evolve and new methods
will emerge. In investigating
new forms of criminal activity,
experience is invaluable.
Taiwan is willing to share its
experience in solving crimes.
Today, telecommunications
and cyber fraudareconducted
across borders and transnational
c r i m e r i n g s a r e o rg a n i z e d
and departmentalized. This
poses a challenge to the
sovereignty of nations and
undermineslivelihoods,
economies, and law and order.
Taiwan is keen to exchange
intelligence with partners and
assist other countries in staving
off threats from overseas and
combating organized crime
within their borders.
Police officials are entrusted
with the heavy responsibility
of maintaining law and order.
Their top priority is to protect
people’s lives and property.
(Continued on page 11)
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Mounting Retirement Claims,
No Public Services Commission

On Wednesday, October 12,
the Public Service Union sent
out a release calling on Prime
Minister, Johnny Briceno to
appoint a Chairman for the Public
Services Commission (PSC).
The call comes after
mounting claims for retirement
have been stock piling at the
Ministry of Finance without
them being able to process them
because they need approval from
the PSC.
In its release the PSU states that
it, “hereby expresses its concern
and utmost disappointment
with the Office of the Prime
Minister in its failure to timely
appoint a Chairman and fellow
Members to the Public Services
Commission (PSC). Over the past
two months the PSU has been
inundated with calls from Public
Officers who are waiting to be
appointed or confirmed, who
have pending disciplinary matters
before the Commission, and more
seriously, with desperate cries
from Retired Public Officers
who have exhausted their salary
advance considerations with the
Treasury Department, are without

an income and are unable to
receive their retirement benefits
from the Government of Belize.
These are the results of the Prime
Minister ’s failure to timely
reconstitute and appoint persons
of integrity and high standing to
serve on the Commission. The
failure and delay by the Prime
Minister to timely replace the
expired Commissioners since
June of 2022, points to the
Government’s desire to continue
with the politicization of the
Public Service Commission. This
is contrary to the Plan Belize
manifesto which promised to
deliver an “effective and efficient
Public Service” by restoring the
autonomy and independence of the
Public Service Commission.”
In June, the position of
Chairman was vacated and since
then it has not been able to be
filled. While recently there was a
person who had been selected to
serve as the chairman, that person
has since declined the offer for
health reasons.
Now the PSU says, since the
Prime Minister cannot come up
with a name, they are proposing

STATUTORY NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

nOTICe IS hereBY GIVen pursuant to Section 36 of the Administration of
Estates Act Chapter 197 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000 that all creditors
having any claims or demands upon or against the Estate of aLLan aLeXander
Green No. 42 Sarstoon Street, Belize City, Belize died at No. 42 Sarstoon Street, Belize
City, Belize on the 4th day of February 2022 in whose estate Grant of Probate No. 257/2022
has been granted to aLICe Green, of No. 42 Sarstoon Street, Belize City, Belize should
lodge such claims or demands with the said aLICe Green, Executor, c/o Barrow &
Williams LLP, Attorneys-at-Law of No. 84 Albert Street, Belize City, Belize, on or before
the expiration of three months from the first publication hereof AND NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that at the expiration of the said three months the Executor shall proceed to
distribute the assets of the said aLLan aLeXander Green deceased, amongst the
parties entitled thereto having regard to all the claims and demands of which particulars are
lodged and the Executor shall not be liable for the assets of the deceased or any part thereof
so distributed to any person or persons whose claims or demands they shall not then have
had notice.
DATED the 4th day of October, 2022
BARROW & WILLIAMS LLP
Attorneys-at-Law
for Alice Green

a chairman of their own. The
release expresses that, “we
hereby suggest that Mr. Alfredo
Cruz, be appointed as Chairman
to deal particularly with matters
pertaining to retirement benefits
so that the livelihood of Retirees
can be safeguarded.”
The appointment of a PSC
chairman is crucial to the public
service and in particular for
retirees to collect their benefits
because process for collecting
retirement benefits includes
calculations made by the
department from where they are
retiring. This is forwarded to the
Ministry of Finance for auditing.
Thereafter, it is forwarded to the
Public Services Commission for
approval. The claim is then sent
back to the Ministry of Finance
for payment.
As it stands now, because
there is no Public Services
Commission, the processing of
claims has come to a standstill.
While retirements are
one matter the work of the
commission also extends into
other areas of the public service,
including promotions, transfers,
and discipline, among other

duties.
As the PSU was on the issue
of payments to public officers it
took some time to address the
issue of Income Tax Returns
owed to public officers. In the
last portion of its release it asks
that, “the Office of the Prime
Minister to task the Auditor
General to assemble a competent
team of Public Officers to address
the issue of aging Income Tax
Returns for Public Officers which
extend as far back as five years
and beyond. The blame game
between the Belize Tax Services
Department and certain Finance
Officers in Ministries where
Public Officers are negatively
affected, need urgent attention
with a view the ensure Public
Officers collect the monies that
are due to them. The causes in
the delay of processing Income
Tax Returns may very well be
the result of gross negligence,
incompetence, and even corrupt
or irregular payroll and hiring
practices and must be investigated
and corrected. The PSU also
demands that all monies due on
Income Tax Returns to Public
Officers be paid with interest.”
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United States
The US Assists Belize
In Preventing Medfly Donates Technical
Equipment to
Improve Case
Management in
Belize’s Judicial
System

Medfly

The United States
Government via the US
Department of Agriculture
delivered two hundred twentysix thousand US dollars to the
Ministry of Agriculture on
Thursday in Belmopan. The
check was given to the Minister
of Agriculture by Andie De
Armen, Political-Economic Chief
at the U.S Embassy.
The Mediterranean Fruit Fly
(Ceratitis capitata or Medfly) can
infest hundreds of varieties of
fruits, vegetables, and nuts. The
Medfly is considered the most
important agricultural pest in the
world. The Medfly has spread
throughout the Mediterranean
region, southern Europe, the
Middle East, Western Australia,
South, and Central America. It
has been recorded infesting bell
pepper, citrus, melon, plum, and
tomato.
Such U.S economic
assistance to the Belize
Agricultural Health Authority
BAHA, has successfully kept out
the Medfly.
“We are grateful for the
support that the U.S. has done
today; they have been doing so
for the last six years in terms of
this bilateral agreement. Every
year they give us a cheque, every
year it is growing a little…We
are very grateful to your country
for this support and we hope to
continue collaborating with the
U.S. Government in trying to
maintain the status of a Medfly
free area,” said the Minister.

Andie De Arment told the
gathering at BAHA that “it’s
investing in food security; it’s
investing in prosperity for farmers
and for our exports for Belize;
it’s providing jobs for those
industries and so this investment
in agriculture is something that
we are very proud of at the U.S.
Government…”
A twitter note from the U.S
Embassy on Friday states that
this 45-year U.S Department of
Agriculture partnership supports
a vital part of Belize’s economic
prosperity.
Francisco Gutierrez,
Technical Director, in the Plant
Health section at BAHA also said
that the Peten region and Belize
are on the front line against the
Medfly, which serves protection
for the Americas, which includes
all of Belize, northern Guatemala,
all of Mexico and the United
States.
“So hence the reason that
we get that level of support to be
able to keep the Medfly at bay,
keep it in Central America and
even push it back with a broader
program in Guatemala as part of
a tri-national program supported
also by Mexico and the United
States,” he said.
Belize’s Agriculture officials
say that continuing to keep the
Medfly under surveillance is of
vital importance. The Ministry
of Agriculture is now seeking to
revive a once booming papaya
industry. We are also currently
growing pitahaya. Belize also
intends to export citrus to the
United States.

U.S. Embassy Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. Leyla Moses-Ones hands over donation to
Chief Justice Hon. Louise Blenman

Belize City – As part of
ongoing U.S. support for Belize’s
judicial reform efforts, the U.S.
Embassy on Wednesday, October
12, donated office and computer
equipment to the judiciary to aid
in creating enhanced efficiencies
in processing court cases. This
donation, valued at over US
$280,000, is part of a broader
U.S. government sponsored
Backlog Reduction Program,
which also supports legislative
reform and the establishment of a
digital case management system.
Since the program’s inception six
months ago, our partnership has
resulted in a 42 percent reduction
in the court case backlog.
Belize and the United States
share a common objective to
improve both access to justice
and swift justice. Fundamental to
a strong and healthy democracy
is respect for human rights and
the rule of law. This latest U.S.
government donation will be used
to facilitate the digitalization and
movement of court records and
expand virtual court services,
helping to remove barriers to the
timely resolution of cases.
U . S . E m b a s s y C h a rg é
d’Affaires, a.i. Leyla MosesOnes noted, “The focus of this
year’s U.S.-funded justice sector

support to Belize is on reducing
the criminal case backlog and
improving efficiencies through
streamlining court processes
with digital technologies. Today’s
donation represents an investment
not only in the courts, but in
enabling swift justice for Belizean
citizens.”
Chief Justice Her
Ladyship Hon. Louise Blenman
underscored, “In order for the
criminal justice system to be
strengthened, it is imperative to
have technological improvements.
The judiciary is therefore grateful
to the Embassy for so generously
donating very costly equipment
to the court which is coming to
us at the perfect time and will
serve to enhance the delivery of
criminal justice to the people of
Belize.”
Since 2016, the U.S.
Embassy has partnered with the
Belize judiciary on legislative
reform, the establishment of
an adjournment policy, case
management improvement,
capacity training, and four pilot
courts specially created to reduce
the backlog. Upon the continued
invitation from the Government
of Belize, the United States
is committed to continuing
support for rule of law and citizen
security.
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Belize Observes World Mental Health Day

Ministry of Health trains police officers

On October 10, 2022, the
world commemorated World
Mental Health Day under the
theme “Make mental health
and well-being for all a global
priority.” The theme was chosen
to address the inequalities exposed
by the COVID-19 pandemic and
its impact globally on people’s
mental health.
Belize’s thriving Mental
Health unit on Friday morning
conducted a short information
session with staff, sharing the
importance of Mental Health and
well-being. They wore green in
support of Mental Health.

Also, on Friday, a cheque
for $2,000 was presented to the
Belize Mental Health Association
from the Ministry of Tourism
in celebration of World Mental
Health Day. Ms. Kathy Esquivelone of the champions for mental
health-- received the donation
on behalf of the association. The
monies will be used towards the
association’s upcoming annual
speech competition that will
focus on the effects of COVID19 on the mental health of young
persons.
Whilst the pandemic has
and continues to take its toll on

Continued from page 8

be ready to responddecisively.
Looking ahead, Taiwan’s police
will continue to work with
partners worldwide. No place
should be overlooked in fighting
the pandemic or tackling crime.
The international community can
count on Taiwan.

our mental health, the ability to
reconnect on Monday provided
us with an opportunity to rekindle our efforts to protect and
improve mental health.
According to the World
Health Organization, many
aspects of mental health have been
challenged; and already before the
pandemic in 2019, an estimated
one in eight people globally were
living with a mental disorder. At
the same time, the services, skills,
and funding available for mental
health remain in short supply and
fall far below what is needed,
especially in low- and middleincome countries. Mental illness
is a complex disorder with many
variables requiring considerable
professional expertise.
The Ministry of
Health continues to “…face
challenges when it comes to
human resources…” says Iveth
Quintanilla, Belize’s Mental
Health Coordinator.
Only three psychiatrists
are working in the Government
service, with two of them
rendering aid thanks to the Cuban
Government.

To make up, the Ministry of
Health has a team of psychiatric
nurse practitioners, trained by the
University of Belize, deployed
across the Country.
“When it comes to the
training of PNPs’…when there is a
need…,” says Iveth Quintanilla.
Every year the Ministry of
Health leads the way in training
police officers on the various
forms of mental disorders. Such
training is done at the Police
Training Academy in Belmopan.
One such session was held on
Thursday in the Northern Health
Region. Particular attention is
paid to the various techniques
for the de-escalation of mental
patients.
Patients now tend to be
treated in the community thanks
to advancements in psychiatry
over the last decade. Secondgeneration antipsychotics-that
come with fewer side effects-are now included in Belize’s
drug formulary list to treat
various mental disorders. (These
medications are available free of
cost.)

Ambulance Crashes Into
Taiwan’s Participation
Commuter Omnibus, 1 Dies
Can Strengthen
was travelling in the opposite
International Cooperation
direction. There was nothing the
minivan’s driver, 49-year-old,
To Fight Transnational
Carmelo Kau, could have done
to avoid the collision.
Telecommunication Fraud
As a result, both vehicles
received extensive damage.
In The Post-pandemic Era
Inside the van, 21-year- old

Given that crime has taken on
increasingly diverse forms,
police are facingeven greater
challenges. To fight modern
crime, law enforcersneed a
firm understanding of the latest
criminal developments so that
they can prepare for the future and

Jorge Roberto Vargas

A young man is dead after
a collision occurred on Tuesday
October 11, on the Philip Goldson
Highway, Ranchito Village,
Corozal District between miles
82 and 83.
Police investigations have
revealed that a Toyota Land
Cruiser Ambulance being driven
by 33-year-old Louis Canelo was
travelling southbound to Belize
City to the Karl Heusner Memorial
Hospital at about 4:10 p.m.. The
ambulance was transporting 43year old Misael Loria, 32-year-old
Victoria Moh and a female minor
when it overtook a truck. As the
maneuver was taking place, the
ambulance hit a minivan which

student, Jorge Roberto Vargas
died on impact. The young man
was a student of the Chula Vista
Area of Corozal Town. Other
passengers inside the van who
were injured include Aaliyah
Marokin, Armando Patt, Anthony
Tzib, Grisel Mesh, Dianira
Moradiaga and Jaheem Williams.
The driver of the minivan, Kau,
received injury to his left knee, a
cut wound to the right side of the
chest, left side of his forehead and
a fractured right knee.
The Driver of the ambulance,
Canelo, received a swollen right
ankle and pain on his chest area.
Nurse Victoria Mesh received a cut
to the center of her forehead, a cut
to her lower lip and complained of
pain to her right shoulder; Nurse
Misael Loria received abrasions
to the left cheek, left side of head
and pain to the left side of his
rib cage. Injuries to the female
minor who was the patient being
transported, Alejandra Patt along
with her mother, are unknown at
this time.
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE
Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are
presently the targeted dates for the repair works:
July 28th to August 05th, 2022
September 01st to 09th, 2022
October 06th to 16th, 2022
We very much regret and apologize for the potential
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these
closures might cause you.
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open
during these periods.
Thanks

Andy Lane

Chief Executive Officer

