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Briceno Says Gas Prices Will Never Go Down
And Then Some

Johnny Briceno

In the days leading up to
Independence Day, the country
has been treated to quite the
spectacle as media personnel
have been able to catch up with
Prime Minister Johnny Briceno
to try to get him to answer to
a number of pressing issues of
national concern.
On September 15, the Prime
Minister was asked when will
the prices of fuel go down. Not
surprisingly, his answer was that
it will possibly never go down. In
his answer Briceno simply piled

on a greater figure on a debt which
has been changing ever since he
announced that there would be
a price stabilization account
established. That account, which
was financed through a loan
from the Central Bank of Belize
began with a 10 million dollars
figure. Thereafter, that figure
rose to 15 million. On Thursday,
September 15, that number had
ballooned to 20 million dollars.
So, the Government is seemingly
trying to recover a loan that
is interminable. What’s more,

Briceno openly admitted that the
taxation on fuel is what is being
used to pay public officers he
noted specifically “that’s the only
way we can give the overtime to
the nurses and to the teachers and
everybody.”
So, the relief at the pump
will never come!
A day after that
pronouncement, Briceno,
bumbled again- this time he
responded to the fact that one of
his colleagues, Jorge Espat, was in
Melchor assisting Guatemalans.
To this, Briceno was nonchalant
stating , “I guess he was just
doing his political work in trying
to reach out to some of his voters
that are on the other side assisting
them because we know that
there is great poverty on the
Guatemalan side of the border,
probably even worse than what
we have in Belize.” So, in effect,
Briceno endorsed that resources
that should be distributed in
Belize to Belizeans can simply
be squandered in Guatemala, a
country which we might add is in
open conflict with Belize.
His series of gaffes continued
on that same day when he tried to
explain away the resignation of
one of the only member of the
redistricting task force that is
wholly independent. He chocked
that resignation to the gentleman,

Mr. Martin Aldana, as being a
member of the UDP. Of course
nothing could be further from
the truth. Aldana has never
associated himself with the UDP
and Briceno simply tried to
explain away the serial problems
that Aldana pointed out in his
resignation letter as political
mischief. For context, Aldana
pointed out to major deficiencies
in the redistricting exercise.
Among them was the lack of
information being provided to the
general public. Then he explained
that the entire process was being
manipulated by external forces
and cited at least one instance
when a PUP Minister expressing
dissatisfaction with the way the
exercise ended in his division and
wanted for it to be redone. Then
and not least, he stated that there
was no confidentiality within
the task force. All told it was a
mounting heap of missteps by the
task force which is being looked
at to establish electoral divisions
across the country.
These three most recent
encounters between Briceno and
microphones simply proves yet
again, that he is completely and
utterly inept and should never
hold the highest office in this
land.
Happy Day Independence
Belize!
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UDP Mourns The Loss Of A Stalwart
The United Democratic
Party is mourning the loss of a
true stalwart of the party. Wilmot
Simmons a long standing member
of the UDP passed away at his
home in Belize City on Tuesday
morning, September 20. He had
been ailing from cancer and had
come home to receive palliative
care.
Simmons was an agronomist
at Prosser and was well liked within
the agricultural community. He
was an avid cyclist and supporter
of sporting activities.
In a Facebook post by his
employer Prosser Fertilizer notes
as follows: “Our friend and long
standing employee is now resting
in peace and will be surely missed
by us at Prosser Fertilizer. His

Wilmot Simmons

dynamic and jovial personality,
loyalty and dedication to service
of others, made him loved by
his coworkers and customers.
He leaves a void among us
and someone we will always
remember. RIP Wilmot.”
Simmons as was noted by
Prosser was jovial in nature and
quick to make new friends. His
dedication to the agro-productive
sector in unmatched having been
involved in giving advice as well
as supplying agro-imposts to the
entire spectrum of the agricultural
industry.
For the United Democratic
Party he was a true stalwart
always ready to serve in matters
of the party. He will truly be
missed.

The Guardian online at
www.guardian.bz
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Thieves Break Into
Holy Redeemer
Credit Union

Territorial Volunteers
Face Aggression By
Guatemalan Armed
Forces

Guatemalan Armed Forces obstructed the Territorial Volunteers

Thieves broke through a back wall of the credit union

The largest credit union
in the country was broken into
in the early morning hours of
Monday September 19th. Police
are investigating the crime that
took place at the Holy Redeemer
Credit Union where at least two
thieves used a jack to break
the back wall of the financial
institution.
The credit union was quick
to issue a press release to assure
customers that nothing was stolen
as the thieves were only inside the
building for a few seconds before
an alarm was triggered and they
were forced to exit in the same
manner they entered.
While the wall of the building

was breached, the HRCU’s
Clement Usher explained to 7
News that there was absolutely
no way that the thieves could
have made it into the vault where
cash is held. He explained that
while they could have gone off
with other material things, it was
virtually impossible for them to
have breached the vault.
The thieves made their way
into the building by coming
through an alley that is adjacent
to the credit union then scaling
the perimeter fence. Thereafter
they used a jack which was used
to force the wall until it gave
way.

Over the weekend, on
Sunday September 18, the Belize
Territorial Volunteers planned
and executed their yearly trip to
the southernmost point of Belize
at the Sarstoon river to place a
Belizean flag on the island that
has formed at the bar mouth of
the river. As they did so, they
were met by at least four boats
of heavily armed Guatemalan
Armed Forces personnel who,
with the use of their vessels
attempted to stop the group of
civilians from landing onto the
island and planting the flag.
Even with the deterring
activity of the Guatemalan
boats, the Territorial Volunteers
persevered and managed to place
two flags on the island. However,
as soon as they made their way
off the docking, the Guatemalan
armed forces swooped in and took
possession of the flag. With much
protestation from the leader of the
group, Will Maehia, for the flags
to be returned, the Guatemalans
simply refused.
Satisfied that they flags

would not be returned, the
Territorial Volunteers left the
area and returned to Toledo.
Responding to the entire
ordeal, the Ministry of National
Defense and Border Security
sent out a sheepish release in
which it only stated what was
already known of what had
transpired. It then went on to say
“the joint deployment continues
to conduct regular patrols from
Barranco Village to the Sarstoon
Island, and remains vigilant to
ensure the territorial integrity and
national sovereignty of Belize.”
Needless to say, by their
own admission, by the time this
so called joint patrol arrived in
the area the entire confrontation
between the territorial volunteers
and the GAF had long taken
place.
It is noteworthy that the BDF
and Coast Guard’s deployment
area has fallen into such disrepair
that it has become uninhabitable
and the military personnel have
completely abandoned it.

UDP Demands
Guatemala Return
Our Belizean Flags!

The United Democratic
Party calls on the Government of
Belize to demand the immediate
return of our Belizean flags from
members of the Guatemalan
Armed Forces (GAF) who stole
the Belize Territorial Volunteers’
flags from our Sarstoon Island.
When the United Democratic
Party government established the
forward operating base near the
Sarstoon Island it was to protect
Belizeans’ right to navigate the
area, deter transnational illegal
activity and assert ownership
over our entire territory. The
United Democratic Party express
extreme pride in the bravery of

our men and women in uniform
who confront the Guatemalan
Armed Forces in defense of our
Belizean navigators time and
time again.
We remember an Eamon
Courtenay who was stern and
boisterous in his condemnation
of the GAF while in Opposition
but is suddenly meek and mild
as Foreign Minister in the face of
Guatemalan aggression. We call
on the Government of Belize to
officially condemn the actions of
the Guatemalan Armed Forces
and to ensure the return of the
Belizean Flags.
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BDF Soldier Charged for
Being Gang Member

A soldier of the Belize

Defense Force has been charged
for being in a gang. Police report
that on Monday, September 20th,
2022, they arrested and charged
Filadelfo Barrientos, a 26-yearold, Belizean, Belize Defense
Force solider of Punta Gorda
Town for the crime of being a
member of a gang to wit: Crips
Filadelfo Barrientos
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13 Years
For Murder

Justice Antoinette Moore
has sentenced a man to 13 years
in prison after he was found
guilty of murder. Enrique Depaz
was found guilty of the murder of
Harrison Bowers and on Tuesday
September 20 he was sentenced
to 13 years in prison in a Supreme
Court decision handed down in
Dangriga Town.
On February 21, 2016
Harrison Bowers was stabbed
multiple times at his home in
Silk Grass Village. At the time
Enrique Depaz was arrested

and charged with the stabbing,
the charge was upgraded 4 days
later when Bowers died. Police
investigations revealed that
Bowers had come to his home in
Silk Grass Village where he met
Depaz. There was an altercation
during which Bowers was stabbed
multiple times to the hands, chest
and abdomen.
Prosecuting the case for the
crown was Senior Crown Counsel
Javier Chan while the defense
was led by John Nembhard.
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VACANCY:JOB OPPORTUNITY

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Accounts Department. In the Port’s continued
effort to promote diversity both males/females are encouraged to apply for the available post.

Procurement Clerk
Reports to: Chief Accountant
Summary of responsibilities: The Procurement Clerk He/She is responsible for all local and international purchases for the Port.
Accurately prepare payment for payables and post accounts payable invoices, assist in the tendering process. File all payment vouchers,
receipts and arrange to pick up orders when delivered. He/she works under the direct of the Chief Accountant with the supervision of the
Accountant.
Job responsibilities:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
10.
11.
12.
15.
16.
17.
19.
20.
22.
24.
25.
26.
28.

responsible for International Purchasing Process
Process and monitor quotations on a timely manner
Process and issue all Purchase Orders including change orders
Prepare job costing for all International Purchases
responsible to liaise with Vendors for timely delivery of shipments to freight forwarder
Follow up with vendors to honor commitments
responsible to liaise with Broker for clearing of shipments from customs and delivery to stores
responsible for all local purchases
Process and monitor quotations on a timely manner
Process and issue all Purchase Orders including change orders
drive tendering processes
Comparison of quotes and preparation of total cost of ownership analysis
Deliver tangible cost savings through alternate vendor sourcing
Participate in vendor selection strategy
responsible for posting accounts Payable Invoices
Reconcile Supplier monthly Statement
Prepare payment for payables
Post daily issue of inventory into QBs Accounting system
responsible for market and product research and cost analysis
Provide weekly order status report
responsible for Filing of Purchases records

Job Qualifications/requirements:
 Minimum of Associate’s Degree in Accounting
 2 yrs. of Procurement experience
Skills/Competencies
 Strong command of accounting principles
 Able to work under pressure
 Maintain Confidentiality
 High level of integrity
Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure).
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Officer), copy of valid social security card, valid
police report, vaccination card, name and phone number of two (2) previous employers.
Applications should be emailed to: jobapplication@portofbelize.com
Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, September 30th, 2022

)
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When the last monkey dies!

Winston Churchill and a macaque taken on Gibraltar

By Rudy Acosta
There is a legend in the tiny
British province of Gibraltar
which states that the British
will lose their territory when the
last monkey in this peninsula
dies. Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, who was not one to
take chances, re-populated the
strategic outpost in 1942 with
Macaques monkeys during the
second world war.
After the Gang of 7 ( G-7)
revolted against their own Peoples
United Party Government in
2004, where 7 ministers resigned
in protest against corruption
allegedly being engineered by the
Prime Minister and his Minister
of Finance towards the British
billionaire, Lord Michael, who
owns the tiny Central American
nation of Belize, The Lord started
pumping insane amounts of
money towards the revolting
Ministers, instantly bringing
back 4 of them into the fold.
Shortly thereafter, one of the
penitent rebels, Hon. Smith,
wrote an op-ed, “ Flashpoint” in
a national newspaper, in which he
demeaned the purported leader of
the G-7, John Briceño , as being
intellectually deficient and fully
dimwitted. It seems now that
Smith, who wrote the biography
of R. H. George Cadle Price
Escalante, Belize’s first Prime
Minister, was spot-on with his
assessment.
This PUP Administration of
2020-2025 is headed by this very
same unintelligent politician.
He is the dullest knife in the
drawer, which allows for Deamon
and Chrissy Coye to hold full
reigns of this government. This
duo is fully in the pockets of
the British Lord. Only in this
talentless Administration can

the Lord sue Belize for USD $40
million for the cancellation of the
IMMARBE contract, and settle
out of court with Government for
more than he sued for.
We can go on forever about
the nomadic policies of this
administration, whose Ministers
appear clueless and disoriented,
and whose sole target for revenue
generation seems to be from the
over-inflated fuel tax. There is
no leadership at the helm, no
goal, no focused developmental
policies, except to steal. This is
the worse chaos that our country
has ever witnessed. Every act by
our Ministers is geared towards
hustling. The biggest action these
days is the bickering between
ministers for foreign trips, where
the per-diem is USD $500,
regardless if the host country
covers travelling and subsistence.
There is also unadulterated
nepotism in all Ministries, and
there is no further mention again
of adopting UNCAC; the United
Nation’s Convention Against
Corruption.
Our country will always
remain one of Trump’s “ sh__
hole” countries because of the
extreme level of corruption in
all levels of the public service,
starting at the head of this beast.
The only way our country can
progress is after the last of these
thieves passes. Every time the
old ( or new) PUP resurfaces, the
country suffers worse. The Lord
just keeps recruiting hustlers and
getting them elected.
The so-called fourth estate
has become a big joke, with
90% of media houses acting as
apologists for this Government
so as to benefit from public
funds through ads promoting
pointless foolishness. Even the
evening newscasts are soiled with

falsehoods and PUP propaganda.
From top to bottom, Belize has
lost its way to corruption, and civil
society is completely indifferent.
Check out the big eyed, big
mouthed, foam-plate, Facebook
lady who had so much to say
against the previous Government.
After initially ranting against
Narda Garcia, she was told, along
with Miss BNTU, to chillax in
anticipation of two New York
postings at the U. N. which are
coming up soon.
There is no mention by the
Labor Unions of the high level
of victimization, corruption, or
of the open secret that after next
year’s municipals, there will
be a constitutional amendment
to increase local governance
to 4-year terms and central
government to 8 years. The
Unions in Belize are bringing
shame to labor pioneer, Antonio
Soberanis. All their officers’
concerns are for the stipends to
attend meetings. Big joke.
My brother Rudy and I will
share an experience with readers
to highlight the decadence facing
the public service. An Orange
Walk resident from Zericote
Street had asked us to procure an
A/C compressor and condenser

from the States. He was to have
deposited the payment in our
account the day he received the
spares. It did not happen, so we
came from Corozal to the clerk of
court in O. W. T. to file a summons
against the gentleman. As soon as
we entered the office, we realized
the 3 women in attendance had
just finished eating “tambram”
mixed with sour lime, because
their faces and attitude were all
screwed up. We mean it, they
were “Bex, Bex” . They seemed
to be too busy to do their own
jobs.
Rudy and I decided to forgo
the $500 rather than deal with
these three Cinderella’s sisters.
We were later told that we
could not complain to anyone
since the head honcho of the
magistrate’s office is the sisterin-law of the Minister who is
facilitating the export of cattle
stuffed with the best Colombian
beef tenderizer. That’s why
the said Airstrip Community
in Orange Walk South donated
$3,000,000 to the 2020 PUP
campaign; so as to own a Minister,
lock, stock and barrel. Mini Mike;
the Mennonites from Influenza
Creek, are referred to as. The
monkeys just keep multiplying.

Missing Man Turns Up
In Shallow Grave

Phillip Palma

A man who had been missing
since September 14 was found
by his family members in a
shallow grave on one of the small
cayes off the coast of Belize
City. Family members say they
received information that their
loved one, Phillip Palma, had
been killed and buried on the
island. They say they related
the message to police and coast
guard personnel but they were
unable to locate the body. It
was then that the family, on

Saturday September 17, hired a
boat themselves and went looking
for their loved one.
After a short search on
the island they came up on the
body. It is believed that before
being killed, Palma was tortured
and ultimately shot and killed.
Reports indicate that Palma may
have come up on a drug find and
was met by underworld figures
who wanted it. It is believed he
was killed as a result of this.
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Your Horoscope

Aries Mar 21 – Apr 19
You might feel drained because
of your current love situation. It’s
probably not because you lost any
love for your favorite person. The
more likely cause of any trouble is an
energetic imbalance between the two
of you. One example might be that
you or your partner are feeling a little
ragged or worn out. Instead of working
together to lift each other up, however,
the opposite is happening -- you’re just
dragging one another down. The good
news is that you both know this has to
stop. A New Moon in your partnership
sector on Sunday will help make things
right. Single? Happily, that same New
Moon is here to support new love.
Taurus Apr 20 – May 20
Your love life is the stuff reality
shows are made of -- at least this week.
Venus, now in your romance sector, will
be at a gorgeous angle to erratic Uranus
in Taurus. Singles could get instantly
swept off your feet by someone who
comes into your life out of nowhere.
Currently in a love connection? Keep
an eye out for a surprise from your lover
that makes you smile. Unfortunately,
Venus will argue with murky Neptune
on Saturday, smearing the canvas of
your bliss. You might experience a
disappointment in love, but it doesn’t
have to be a dealbreaker! After all,
we’re only human.
Gemini May 21 – Jun 20
You’ve got it made this week,
Gemini -- especially if you’re single.
For those looking to find the one, your
search might be over. A gorgeous New
Moon refreshes your romance sector
on Sunday. This brings extraordinary
cosmic support your way to help you
make a genuine love connection with
someone special. All you have to do is
keep your heart open and remember
that when a soul mate is ready to enter
your life, nothing will be able to snuff
those sparks. If you’re in a relationship,
you and your lover can expect a major
uptick in fun and passion -- you may
even be ready to expand your family
together. What’s not to love?
.
Cancer Jun 21 – Jul 22
You might receive an unexpected
advance from someone you thought
was “just a friend.” Surprise -- this
person may want something quite
different from a platonic relationship
with you! The good news is that,
once you get over your initial shock,
this possibility could be a wonderful
thing for both you and your potential
partner. Taken already? The New
Moon in Libra on Sunday is here to
help you and your sweetheart focus
on domestic matters. You might be
looking for a new place to live or doing
your best to spend more time with
family. Either way, you’ll be able to be
happier than ever when you’re together.
Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22
Love and money don’t always
work together well -- especially not
right now. You and your sweetheart
likely have some budgeting issues to
work out this week! A hazy VenusNeptune opposition on Saturday bleeds
across your financial axis, making it
difficult to figure out exactly what’s
wrong. This could be particularly
difficult if you or your partner have
been hiding something about money.
Trust may be eroded and sometimes,

love isn’t enough to repair that. Use
your judgment. Luckily, a New Moon in
Libra on Sunday can bring a fresh start
for all romance. With that benevolent
influence in your communication sector,
you can clearly declare and manifest
what you want in love, whether you’re
single or attached!
Virgo Aug 23 – Sep 22
While you can get your fill of
sweet delights this week in love,
overindulging could lead to quite the
tummy -- or heart -- ache if you’re not
careful. It’s definitely possible to have
too much of a good thing, especially
when greedy Venus encroaches on
uncertain Neptune this Saturday. Plus,
you may not have your signature
discernment available to you, Virgo,
making it harder to know when you’ve
had your fill. As a result, you might find
yourself saying “yes” to your lover or
a certain situation when you normally
would say “no.” If you’re single, be
aware of someone who looks like eye
candy and tastes like it, but is really only
full of empty calories.
Libra Sep 23 – Oct 22
Life, including your love life,
can feel entirely new this week. It’s all
thanks to a gorgeous New Moon in your
harmonious sign that will occur this
Sunday. This Libra New Moon sets the
stage for important fresh starts in your
life. If you’re single, you could attract
someone into your life who literally
fits you like a glove at any moment.
Plus, you shouldn’t have to feel like
you’re compromising any part of who
you are to be with this person. Things
may seem as sweet as candy! If you’re
already paired off, expect a healthy
type of “blank slate” approach to your
partnership. Leave the past in the past
-- that’s exactly where it belongs.
Scorpio Oct 23 – Nov 21
Unexpected events might be about
to impact your heart space, for better or
worse. If you’re in a relationship, your
partner may make one of your dreams
come true. This doesn’t even have to be
a monumental desire, but it will feel like
a grand gesture from your perspective
-- mainly due to the blissful surprise
of the situation. You’ll probably be
thrilled and could feel immensely
blessed to have a love connection with
someone who keeps things interesting.
If you’re single, however, matters of
the heart may get murky when Venus
disagrees with Neptune, currently in
your romance sector, on Saturday. You
might second guess your judgment
with a new crush. That’s probably the
smart choice.
Sagittarius Nov 22 – Dec 21
Multiple options could be on
your romantic horizon. A New Moon
in amiable Libra happens on Sunday,
landing right in your 11th House of
Groups and Friends. One of your pals
might be about to play matchmaker -- or
perhaps you’ll join a singles’ meet-up
group or hire a professional matchmaker.
Speed dating is also an option that could
work now, since it’ll put you in front of
many dating prospects at once. If you’re
in a relationship currently, then this
lunar event can inspire you and your
sweetheart to begin pursuing a mutual
aspiration together. Positive results are
as good as yours!
Capricorn Dec 22 – Jan 19

A romantic adventure is yours for
the taking! Venus will be at a gorgeous
angle to Uranus, the planet of surprise,
on Tuesday. In your case, a sudden
love connection could fall into your
lap while you’re pursuing an unusual
academic or spiritual interest. You
could meet this person on a college
campus or in the audience of a retreat
you’re both attending. Sparks will fly
immediately! If you’re in a relationship,
you’d be wise to be very clear in your
communication with your mate at this
time. You might find yourself weaving
a little white lie that manages to get you
into major trouble.
Aquarius Jan 20 – Feb 18
You’ve got high hopes for love -and the universe is in your corner. A
glorious New Moon in enchanting
Libra will land in your 9th House of
Expansion on Sunday. This is all about
possibilities, and whether you’re single,
coupled, or somewhere in between,
you’re sure to feel it. You can literally
manifest a brand-new love connection
with someone who you’ll know you
can grow with. This might be someone

Sunday, September 25, 2022
you see as a wise mentor -- but in a
sexy kind of way. Don’t be afraid to
explore your dynamic! If you’re in
a relationship already, you and your
partner might decide to learn a new
language together or explore your
spirituality. Make an effort to deepen
your connection.
Pisces Feb 19 – Mar 20
You might think you’re on the
same page with your partner early in the
week, but by the time the weekend rolls
around, you may end up questioning
everything. Sparks fly on Tuesday as
Venus makes a perfect link to intriguing
Uranus. You’ll probably love talking to
your partner about some quite unusual
topics! On the other hand, when Venus
opposes muddled Neptune across your
relationship axis on Saturday, you
could feel like something has gone
wrong -- or even have trouble trusting
your mate. Think about the potential
reasons behind any sudden change. If
you’re single, a sudden connection with
someone in your neighborhood could
fall into your lap. Don’t overthink it.
Instead, try to get to know each other.
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Protecting Belize’s Biodiversity

Maxine Monsanto and Hanna Martinez representing Belize at an international
workshop

The momentum for the
protection of Belize’s biodiversity
is gaining ground. This is
occurring as scientists continue
to discover new values to the
protection of this biodiversity.
Hannah St.Luce-Martinez
from the Ministry of Sustainable
Development, Climate Change,
and Disaster Risk Management
along with Maxine Monsanto,
the Director of the Belize
National Biodiversity Office have
represented Belize internationally.
Both participated from the 12th to
the 14th of September 2022 in a
Preparatory Training workshop
to assist Caribbean Community
CARICOM nations with the
operational and technical aspects
of the Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Convention on
Biological Diversity (UNCBDCOP15).
Biodiversity is a term used
to describe the enormous variety
of life on Earth. It can be used
more specifically to refer to all
of the species in one region or
ecosystem. Biodiversity refers
to every living thing, including
plants, bacteria, animals, and
humans.
This said training shall
support nations in drafting
statements and interventions
and provide refresher training
on negotiations. This meeting
held in Castries St. Lucia is
convened by the CARICOM
Secretariat with funding from the
ACP MEAs program; a program
that aims to build capacity in 79
countries in Africa, Caribbean,
and the Pacific (ACP) regions.
At this gathering, all of the
convention’s signatory nations
gather intending to formally
endorse the Post 2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework.
The Post 2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework shall
be endorsed by nations at COP 15
which shall be held in Montreal,
Canada from the 7th to the 19th
of December, 2022. This COP 15

brings together governments from
all over the world to agree on a
new set of global Biodiversity
Actions through 2050 “Building
a Shared Future for All Life on
Earth”.
From the angle of protected
areas management, which is one of
the primary tools utilized in Belize
for Biodiversity Management,
Belize currently has 35.8% of its
land mass designated under some
form of protection. According to
the Biodiversity Office, Belize
also has approximately 19% of
its territorial waters under some
form of conservation.
There is an urgent need to
improve baseline information
and knowledge on the species
identified to be at highest risk
in Belize, which include the
following: Central American
river turtle (Dermatemys mawii) ;
Yellow-headed parrot (Amazona
oratrix); Central American spider
monkey (Ateles geoffroyi); Whitelipped peccary (Tayassu pecari);
Goliath grouper (Epinephelus
itajara) and others.
B e l i z e ’s N a t i o n a l
Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan 2016-2020 outlines
the key target areas to address
threats to biodiversity. The main
threats recognized nationally
include Climate Change, and
unsustainable use of biodiversity
(fishing, hunting, logging).
Pollution, population growth and
unsustainable tourism practices
have also been identified as
threats. One of the weaknesses that
have been highlighted includes
insufficient data management
and where data does exist no
mechanism for data sharing. This
makes comprehensive reporting
on updated biodiversity data
more difficult.
Currently, Belize is one of
the countries that are a Party to
the Convention on Biological
Diversity. As such, Belize has been
and will continue to be represented
at negotiation sessions for the

Post 2020 Global Biodiversity
Framework. This framework is
what follows the Aichi Targets
which will essentially set out
an ambitious global plan of
action toward halting the rapid
loss of biodiversity and putting
biodiversity on a track to recovery
by 2050.
The idea of quantifying
the value of biodiversity for
public consumption has been
challenging for conservation
leaders across the World. The
value of life on land is slowly
being identified. Yet, the value
of biodiversity in the seas has
gained some support.
After nearly two weeks of
recent United Nations negotiations
in New York City, countries from
around the world failed to finalize
an ambitious treaty that would
create enormous marine protected
areas and enforce stricter rules for
industry on the high seas—the
two-thirds of the ocean beyond
any country’s exclusive ocean
territory. The deal faltered in the
final hours, mainly over an issue
that has long dogged international
ocean talks: how to share profits
from commercializing the high
seas’ genetic resources.
Ocean organisms, both
plants, and animals form the basis
of numerous successful drugs,
including remdesivir, the first
treatment approved for COVID,
and Halaven, a blockbuster
anticancer drug derived from
a Japanese sea sponge that has
annual sales of more than $300
million. Genetic material from
high seas organisms and the
digital data from sequencing
their genomes could be used to
develop new products potentially
worth billions of dollars. But
who owns these resources, which
theoretically belong to the entire
world, and who gets to profit
from their use? The details of
where U.N. negotiators got stuck

on those questions provide great
insight into whether there is any
hope of protecting and managing
the high seas.
Since the 1950s researchers
have discovered almost 34,000
marine compounds with
commercial potential for a wide
variety of uses. An antifreeze
protein from a cold-water fish has
improved the texture of ice cream,
and an enzyme extracted from a
microbe along the Mid-Atlantic
Ridge is being used to develop a
biofuel. So far companies have
successfully developed more
than a dozen drugs from marine
organisms found within national
waters. These include remdesivir
and Halaven, as noted, as well as
azidothymidine (AZT), the first
approved treatment for HIV, and
Yondelis, a drug used to treat
ovarian cancer. Scientists in
countries with advanced research
programs are now looking to the
unexplored genomes of high-seas
organisms for new leads for the
marine biotechnology industry,
which is projected to be worth
$6.4 billion by 2025.
Negotiators looked for
some guidance for a high sea’s
agreement from the Nagoya
Protocol, which is part of the
U.N. Convention on Biological
Diversity. The protocol regulates
the use of genetic resources found
on land and in coastal waters. It
allows the commercialization
of biodiversity by nations or
companies while mandating
that these resources’ rightful
owners—such as Indigenous
peoples—be compensated.
The Guardian Newspaper has
witnessed the efforts to prioritize
the value of biodiversity at the
National Biodiversity Institute
in Costa Rica. Belize now has a
biodiversity office in Belmopan
dedicated to the protection of our
biodiversity.

NOTICE
In The Matter of
Bio Health Ltd.
in voluntary liquidation, members’
winding up and dissolution.
TAKE NOTICE that
Bio Health Ltd.
is in dissolution.
The date of commencement of the
dissolution is the
16th day of September 2022.
The liquidator is Marios Mavrikios
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE
Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are
presently the targeted dates for the repair works:
July 28th to August 05th, 2022
September 01st to 09th, 2022
October 06th to 16th, 2022
We very much regret and apologize for the potential
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these
closures might cause you.
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open
during these periods.
Thanks

Andy Lane

Chief Executive Officer

