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Police officer, Deon Bellini 
appeared in Magistrate’s Court 
on Monday, February 27 before 
Chief Magistrate Sharon Frazer 
where he was found guilty of 
possession of a controlled drug 
with intent to supply. As a result 
he was sentenced to 3 years in 
jail.

On hearing his sentence, 
Be l l in i  p leaded  wi th  the 

Magistrate to not send him to 
jail as he was the father of two 
girls who were attending the 
University of Belize. Despite the 
pleas, Chief Magistrate Frazer 
said she could not concede to his 
request but opted to not impose 
a fine as well which accompanies 
such a sentence. 

The prosecutor in the matter 
highlighted to the Chief that 

Bellini was a serving member of 
the police department when he 
was arrested.

In December of 2020 Bellini 
was under his Jeep Cherokee 
which was parked at the Westrac 
parking lot in Orange Walk. 
Officers moved in on him and 
conducted a search during which 
they found two suitcases with 
40 pound of marijuana in 33 
parcels.

Police Officer Jailed For Drug Trafficking

Deon Bellini Drugs found in 33 packs

The Guardian Newspaper has 
been forwarded draft legislation 
entitled, “Belize: Sugar Industry 
(License to Import/Export Sugar 
Regulations, 2023. The piece of 
legislation seeks to put in place 
mechanisms by which producers 
and importers are issued with 
licenses to operate in Belize. It is 

a piece of legislation which has 
taken stakeholders aback as it is 
specifically designed to not only 
grant licenses for the production 
of sugar in Belize but to import 
it.

As it stands, the production 
and importation of sugar is dealt 
with by the Sugar Cane Industry 

Control Act. With nothing more 
than just three paragraphs, at 
section 57, the Act addresses 
the issue of licenses both for the 
production and importation of 
sugar. In the legislation it is clear 
that exportation or importation 
can only occur only if a license 
is issued by the Minister or 
someone designated to do so. It 
goes on to state that the license is 
not necessary if the sugar, ethanol 
or any derivative of sugar cane 
which is imported and exported is 
in transit to a destination outside 
Belize. Finally, it states that if 
there is contravention the product 
imported would be forfeited and 

disposed of. 
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  n e w 

legislation delves deeply into 
the process by which licenses for 
both exportation and importation 
is to take place. Putting in place 
legal infrastructure to allow for 
the importation of sugar into 
Belize. It is anyone’s guess what 
is the motive behind the new 
legislation. Whatever it may 
be, there are critics who fear 
that in the event that licenses to 
import sugar is granted it could 
cause for those sugars to be 
illegally competing with local 
production. 

Government Facilitates Competition 
In Local Sugar Sales

Local Belizean sugar

Police in Orange Walk are 
investigating the killing of a 
security guard that took place on 
Friday February 24. 

They say that at about 
8:15a.m. on that day, they were 
called out to Cuello Street in 
Orange Walk Town where they 
found 42-year-old, Bradford 
Smith lying on the street. he had 
been shot multiple times and was 
rushed to the Northern Regional 
Hospital where he later died. 

Reports to police indicate 

that Smith was opening the 
padlock to his gate when a dark 
SUV without license plates 
approached him and someone 
from inside the vehicle fired a 
number of shots at Smith. 

Hall then proceeded to 
get into his red Nissan pickup 
truck with his child that was 
accompanying him. He attempted 
to flee the area but he crashed 
into a gold in color GMC Yukon 
not far from where he had been 
attacked. 

Ambushed And 
Killed in OW
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The Guardian Newspaper 
has been approached by some 
businessmen who are complaining 
that it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to do business in Belize. 
One businessman we spoke 
to and who wished to remain 
anonymous for fear of reprisals, 
told us that at least one bank that 
he does business with, this week 
informed him that there will be 
an increase in the fees that are 
charged for the bank to process 
cash deposits.

The businessman says that 
the information relayed to him 
by the bank was that there will 
be an additional 1% service 
charge for every cash deposit 
which he makes into his account. 
The businessman who conducts 
large deposits into his bank 

account explained that the fee 
will have a negative effect on 
his business where he will be 
forced to increase the price of 
the commodity which he sells. 
He said that the cost of doing 
business in Belize is already at 
an all-time high and the new fee 
will only compound an already 
trying situation. 

He broke it down for us 
as follows: for every $100,000 
deposit he makes, the bank will 
change him an additional $1,000. 
This kind of fee will affect every 
business that makes cash deposits. 
Now, it is integral for the cash 
deposits from sales to be made 
in order for business to source 
foreign exchange. The fee now 
will cause added financial strain 
in doing business.    

Businesses Pay Exorbitant 
Fees For Cash Deposits

Businesses deposit cash into bank accounts
The Prime Minister, Johnny 

Briceno, has told the nation 
that public officers will not be 
receiving their salary increment, 
at least not automatically. In an 
interview on Wednesday, March 
1, he was non-committal when 
asked if public officers would be 
receiving their salary increase. 

Since 2020, the increments 
for public officers has been 
f rozen and now they are 
beginning to agitate for it to be 
reinstated especially given the 
lavish personal spending that the 
Government has been engaged in 
immediately after taking office.

In his interview, Briceno said 
that increments will be given only 
based on performance and it will 

not be automatic. He also tied the 
decision to give the increments 
to a proposal for pension reform 
which the Government is bent on 
it becoming a contributory one. 

It is unclear how the Joint  
Unions Negot ia t ing Team 
(JUNT) will go into a meeting 
scheduled shortly, given Briceno’s 
comments. The unions have long 
held that they need their salary 
increments especially given the 
exorbitant increase in the cost of 
living over the past two years. 
They have also seen the PUP 
administration engage in spending 
where salaries and allowances for 
CEO’s and Ministers have been 
vastly increased. 

Johnny Says 
No Automatic 

Salary Increase 
for Public 
Officers
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Toronto and Barbados (March 
1, 2023) – Sagicor Financial 
Company Ltd. (TSX: SFC, 
“Sagicor” or the “Company”) 
today announced that Kathryn 
Jenkins has been appointed 
Group Chief Financial Officer 
effective as of today. Sagicor is 
also pleased to announce that 
George Sipsis has been promoted 
to Executive Vice President, 
Corporate Development and 
Capital Markets. Ms. Jenkins 
and Mr. Sipsis will both be 
members of Sagicor’s Executive 
Committee and will report 

directly to Andre Mousseau, 
who has been appointed President 
and Chief Executive Officer as of 
April 1, 2023.

“We are pleased to welcome 
Kathryn to Sagicor as she brings 
a deep understanding of the 
financial services industry,” said 
Mr. Mousseau. “As the Company 
continues to execute on our many 
strategic initiatives, Kathryn’s 
skills and experience leading 
finance teams across multiple 
high-performing organizations 
will make her a key contributor 
to our growth.”

Sagicor 
Financial Company Ltd. 
Announces Executive 

Appointments
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Ladyville – The Government 
of the United States donated a 
Cessna Caravan 208 aircraft to 
the Ministry of National Defence 
and Border Security at a handover 
ceremony on Wednesday, March 
1, at the Williamson Hanger 
Complex in Ladyville. The aircraft 
was donated by U.S. Southern 
Command  (SOUTHCOM) 
through the United States Foreign 
Military Financing program.

The handover ceremony 
included remarks from Prime 
Minister John Briceño and U.S. 
Ambassador Michelle Kwan.

This US $7.84 million 
donation will modernize the 
interdiction capabilities of the 
Belize Defence Force Airwing, 
making Belize better equipped 
to assist with reconnaissance, 
search and rescue, and military 
operat ions throughout  the 
country. The donation package 
also includes training, spare 
parts, and on-site maintenance 
support.

Speaking at today’s donation 
ceremony, U.S. Ambassador 
Michelle Kwan underscored, 
“This latest donation from the 
American people is a powerful 
investment in the future of the 
Belize Defence Force and the 
Belize interagency. We are proud 
to partner with Belize in our 
shared pursuit of secure borders 
and regional stability.”

The U.S. Foreign Military 
F i n a n c i n g  p r o g r a m  i s  a 
Department of Defense program 
designed to improve the defense 
capabilities of partner nations to 
help contribute toward common 
security goals in the region. 
Last year, the United States 
provided US $1.6 million in 
security assistance to Belize 
through the program, which has 
included vehicles, training, and 
communication systems.

United States Donates Cessna Caravan 
Aircraft to Belize

U.S. Ambassador Michelle Kwan addresses gatheringCessna Caravan added to Belize’s aiwing fleet



The GuardIanPage 8 Sunday, March 5, 2023

Twenty eight year old Frank 
Garcia was executed inside his 

home in Dangriga Town on 
Monday, February 27, sometime 
around 6:30a.m. when he came 
under attack. Reports indicate 
that as many as 6 shots were 
unleashed inside his house in the 
Rivas Estate area killing him on 
the spot. 

The attackers reportedly two 
of them arrived at the house on 
bicycles and quickly made their 
way into the house by stomping 
open the door. Once entry was 
gained multiple shots were fired 
at Garcia. 

Garcia is a resident of Seine 
Bight village. Police say that they 
are trying to locate two men who 
are responsible for the killing. 

Killed Inside His Home

Frank Garcia

Governor General Her 
Excellency Dame Froyla Tzalam, 
on Monday February 27, received 
letters of credence of new 
ambassadors to Belize from the 
Republic of China (Taiwan) and 
Honduras. 

 The first to present credentials 
was Her Excellency Lily Li-Wen 
Hsu, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of China (Taiwan). In her 
remarks, Ambassador Hsu spoke 
of Belize and Taiwan’s shared 
values and ideals of freedom 
and democracy, and aspirations 
to “promote the well-being of 
all peoples and maintain world 
peace.” She pledged to continue 
to promote both countries’ mutual 

interests and strengthen the strong 
relationship of cooperation and 
goodwill.  

 His Excellency Nelson 
Merari Mejia, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Honduras, also 
presented his letters of credence. 
The new ambassador conveyed 
his hope for continued friendship, 
peace, and harmony between 
Belize and Honduras. 

 The Governor General 
welcomed the ambassadors, 
expressing her wishes for 
strengthened and continued 
cooperation with their respective 
governments. She also wished 
them success during their tenures 
in Belize. 

Her Excellency Lily Li-Wen Hsu and Dame Froyla Tzalam

New Ambassadors 
to Belize

The United Democratic 
Party held a convention in Cayo 
West on Sunday February 26 
during which a new standard 
bearer was elected to represent 
the party.

When the polls were opened 
it was for Carlos Cortez to go up 
against Miguel ‘Mike’ Guerra. 
At the conclusion of the election, 
1,160 ballots had been cast 
with Guerra easily besting his 

opponent having received 835 
votes. Cortez received 313 votes 
and 12 ballots were rejected. 

Following the election, 
Cortez pledged to support Guerra 
as he bids to once again unseat the 
PUP area representative. 

C o r t e z  r e p l a c e s 
l ong - s t and ing  UDP Area 
Representative, Erwin Contreras 
who held the seat from 1998 up 
to 2020.

Miguel Guerra

Miguel Guerra, New Lion 
in Cayo West
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Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 

ordinance Chapter 150 of the laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2011, 
“raymond Joseph” is applying for Membership liquor license for 
the year 2023 to operate “ray’s Cool Spot” located in 1179 Beguche 
Area, Dangriga Town, Stann Creek District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that Brett Benton 
Feinstein is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License for 
2023-24,  to be operated at “B Mart LLP” located at 2 1/2 Miles 
Philip Goldson Highway, Belize City, Belize District.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has had a negative impact on 
reading among Belizean children 
say experts. Last Wednesday, 
Galen University in collaboration 
with Dr. Lynne Paradis,  a 
Rotarian, Reading Specialist, 
and Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Alberta, and Dr. 
George Georgiou, a Professor, 
and Researcher at the University 
of Alberta held an evidenced-
based seminar and workshop on 
reading recovery for teachers in 
the Cayo District. Such a program 
has already brought reading 
benefits to other parts of Belize. 

Present for the workshop 
were Language Arts Teacher 
Educators from the University of 
Belize, Corozal Junior College, 
Sacred Heart Junior College, and 
Galen University. The participants 
gained much in new reading 
techniques. Dr. Eve Aird, Provost 
at Galen University facilitated 
these meetings of educators from 
various teacher training institutes 
across Belize. 

Dr. Paradis has been leading 
a Rotary Foundation-sponsored 
project called “Literacy Alive”, 
in collaboration with the Rotary 
Club of San Ignacio, for over 10 
years working with Cayo District 

schools. The current project, 
Reading Rescue, is based on 
current educational research and 
promotes intervention strategies 
classroom teachers can use to 
help children overcome reading 
loss as a result of the pandemic. 
The Reading Rescue project 
has been implemented in the 
Toledo District with positive 
results. Paradis and her team have 
introduced it to some schools in 
the Cayo District.

In an interview with The 
Guardian Pradis stated that even 
before COVID-19, issues existed. 
Children were having difficulties 
in reading. This problem became 
much more serious during the 
pandemic when schools were 
largely closed for two years. 
When schools started to open 
and Belize teachers resumed 
instruction, they found that the 
reading levels of students had 
worsened considerably with 
many primary school students 
discouraged by their lack of 
reading success. In upper-grade 
levels,  teachers expressed 
increased student misbehavior, 
increases in absenteeism, and 
frustration. In younger grades, 
students missed essential early 

reading instruction. Across 
Belize, there was agreement 
that a serious crisis existed in 
schools but teachers, who receive 
minimal training in reading 
instruction, were struggling with 
how to address a serious national 
problem.

P a r a d i s  c o n t i n u e d 
by informing that Canadian 
educators from Alberta have 
worked for years in Belize as 
part of the Rotary International-
sponsored  Li teracy  Al ive 
initiative-- led by her-- that has 
provided an encouraging strategy. 
When the Literacy Alive leaders 
met with Belize Ministry of 
Education officials in May 2022 
a suggestion was shared to have 
Belize consider embracing the 
reading approaches that became 
mandatory in Alberta, Canada.

The Alberta government, in 
an aggressive initiative to attack 
the reading losses of students as 
one outcome of the pandemic 
invested millions of dollars in the 
development of a comprehensive 
approach to reading rescue. 
Dr. Georgion, a professor from 
the University of Alberta has 
spent twenty years working on 
current research on reading. His 
work is highly regarded in the 
international reading research 
community and has broad 
international acclaim; including 
working closely with educators 
from Finland, Australia, Greece, 

China, and the United States. 
He was hired by the Alberta 
government to develop a program 
for Alberta teachers to use to 
address post-pandemic reading 
problems. 

Paradis concluded that the 
Reading Interventions program 
had outstanding positive results 
in a short period with over 80% 
of students regaining an average 
of 1.5 years of reading growth in 
four months. Arrangements were 
made between Alberta and Belize 
to begin the implementation of the 
program in the Toledo and Cayo 
Districts. Early results indicate 
reading growth in the Belize 
schools using the instructional 
approach. This group provided 
enthusiastic support to consider 
making adjustments to current 
teacher training reading courses. 

The Canadian team returns 
to Belize in late April of this 
year with the hope to secure 
an agreement with the Belize 
Ministry of Education to consider 
the expansion of the program 
to other schools in Belize and 
to develop a strategic plan to 
aggressively address the serious 
reading problems in Belizean 
schools. 

“Time is of the essence as 
the children of Belize will benefit 
for a lifetime if they receive 
quality instruction that results in 
becoming strong readers,” writes 
Dr. Paradis.

Improving Reading In Belize

The audience was set on their goal to improve reading in Belize

The Rotary team from San Ignacio has been instrumental in forming the reading 
groups

LoST BoaT reGISTraTIon

I, edward Waite, hereby gives notice that 
I have lost my registration certificate 
# Bz-2407  for Motor Vessel ‘aFIha’ 

being a Fiberglass skiff with Red and White 
hull and Blue Stripe.
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
The company you keep has 

likely changed for the better over the 
last couple of years. While being more 
selective might have made your dating 
pool less full, it certainly enhanced the 
quality of it! You’re just not willing 
to settle in order to settle down -- and 
you’re also not willing to be in a 
relationship with anyone who can’t 
honor your individuality. Thankfully, 
all of your discernment could be about 
to pay off. A gorgeous Venus-Jupiter 
conjunction in your sign on Thursday 
is a sign of big love coming your way. 
Whether you’re single, attached, or 
somewhere in between, being true 
to yourself can pay off in a romantic 
reward.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
You’ve got tremendous power 

to manifest anything you want in your 
love life this week. Venus and Jupiter 
align to make a perfect connection 
in your spiritual 12th house this 
Thursday. With the planet of love 
and the planet of luck marrying their 
beautiful bounties, you know this is 
going to be good! In your case, there’s 
something extra special about how 
your faith and intuition have the power 
to shift your love life in the direction 
you most yearn for. Big things in love 
could happen at any moment to you 
this week Taurus -- especially when 
you have the courage to believe in 
romance!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Hello, social butterfly! You’ve 

potentially been quite busy with 
friends, acquaintances, and your overall 
network -- and this week, all of that can 
translate into magnificent romantic 
blessings. How? Well, it’s possible that 
you’re about to meet the love of your 
life at a meet-up event, party, or through 
a friend’s introduction. If you are in a 
relationship already, then you’ve got a 
momentous chance to make whatever 
you dream of the most about this 
connection come true. Why? Well, 
this power is in your hands due to the 
gorgeous Venus-Jupiter conjunction in 
your 11th house of Hopes and Dreams 
this Thursday. Work it!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
You’ve  go t  t r emendous 

boundaries when it comes to your 
intimate life, Cancer. Saturn, the 
planet of discipline but also fear, has 
been moving through your 8th House 
of Depth for two and a half years, 
supplying you with lesson after lesson 
around self-reliance. Learning how to 
say “no” versus when to relax and let 
someone in isn’t easy, but you can do 
it. This has been a delicate time where 
your greatest vulnerabilities about 
sex, trust, and sharing resources have 
possibly been triggered. Fortunately, 
you’re about to come out of it stronger 
than ever around these areas. You 
know what you will accept and what 
you won’t. Period. End of story.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
Relationships that aren’t there 

for the long term may not be worth 

the effort it currently takes to maintain 
them. Alternatively, perhaps you have 
been craving a deep connection so 
much that it has already led you to 
enter into a long-term relationship -- or 
at least to give dating your all. Now 
that Saturn is spending his final week 
in your partnership sector, you can 
get ready for a reward if you’ve done 
the work. On the other hand, if you 
haven’t, you’re in for a wake-up call. 
This is a “make it or break it” time for 
you in love. Be ready for your cosmic 
report card!

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Your intimate life is about to 

become more exciting! Venus and 
Jupiter will connect perfectly on 
Thursday in your erotic 8th house. This 
is bringing delightfully sexy energy 
your way. If you’re in a relationship, 
you and your partner are likely to 
make a bold new move in the bedroom 
that adds more passion as well as 
a deeper connection to your bond. 
It’s also possible that you’ll instead 
(or even simultaneously) celebrate a 
major financial win for your partner. 
Amazing! If single, you might decide 
to claim your sexuality in a powerful 
way by making an advance toward 
someone you’ve had your eye on. You 
won’t be disappointed.!

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You are as lucky in love as you 

can possibly be! In fact, you might 
be spending this week feeling like 
you are living in a dream, wondering 
when you’ll have to wake up. Guess 
what? Any blessings aren’t a dream 
-- they’re real! Venus and Jupiter will 
make a magnificent conjunction in 
your relationship sector on Thursday, 
granting you major blessings in love and 
partnership matters. This is engagement 
and even wedding energy. You’ve got 
high chances of saying yes, hearing 
yes, and overall, experiencing all the 
beauty your current love connection 
has to offer. If you happen to be single, 
this is a magical day. Someone likely 
wants you, so pay attention!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
You’ve possibly been focused on 

building a home inside of your heart 
over the last couple of years, ensuring 
that nothing -- and no one -- can shake 
your emotional foundation. This is 
vital work, and although it’s not easy, 
it has ultimately given you a level 
of emotional strength that cannot be 
destroyed by a love interest’s behavior 
or choices. You know it’s important 
to love and to let love in, but you also 
know that you should never force 
yourself to do so at the cost of your 
inner peace or stability. Saturn in the 
4th House of Roots has taught you this 
lesson. You’ve learned it well, whether 
or not you’re in a current relationship.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Get ready for BIG love this 

week! Venus and Jupiter will make 
an exact conjunction in your romance 
sector on Thursday in the fiery sign of 
Aries. This magnificent cosmic energy 
is literally the luckiest combination you 

could hope for in matters of the heart. 
The universe is encouraging you to take 
a chance on love this week, no matter 
what your current relationship status 
is, because you are highly likely to be 
rewarded in amazing ways. The more 
you dare to open your heart and give 
love with a spirit of playfulness and joy, 
the more love will be returned to you. 
It’s that simple.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
It’s all coming to a head -- and 

you’re ready to get out of your own 
head. Being deliberate in your thoughts 
has been an important lesson for you 
over these last couple of years. Saturn, 
your ruling planet of discipline, has 
been moving through your message 
sector to improve your communication 
and encourage serious contemplation. 
This has also had an influence over 
your love life. Instead of making 
emotional decisions about matters of 
the heart, you can handle them with 
realistic logic. In particular, you’re 
likely to see a reward this week if 
you avoid getting carried away with 
emotion. It sounds unromantic, but real 
love will be better than any fantasy.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
You may have taken a much more 
serious approach to life and love over 

Your Horoscope the last couple of years. Saturn, the 
great taskmaster, has been moving 
through Aquarius, prompting you to 
get real about everything connected to 
who you are and what you want. This 
includes love and partnerships! You are 
not shying away from responsibilities, 
and when you show yourself capable 
of taking an obligation, a more serious 
relationship will be ready for you. 
You might already be in a strong, 
committed bond with someone. If 
single, you are solid enough in your 
personal foundations to know that 
it’s worth waiting for the right person 
to come along. There’s no rush.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
You’re at an important life 

transition when it comes to confronting 
your fear of failure or fear of success 
in love situations. This is an interesting 
lesson that has been yours to experience 
for the last two and a half years as 
Saturn has been touring your hidden 
12th house. Saturn is all about structure 
and commitment, so while it has been 
moving through the murkiest part of 
your chart, you’ve been required to 
dig deep and consider where you may 
have been sabotaging any potential 
relationship successes out of fear. 
Fortunately, you’ve done this work, 
and now you’re ready to move forward. 
Lesson learned!



The GuardIanPage 12 Sunday, March 5, 2023

In 2011, International Labour 
Organization launched training 
in six Caribbean countries; 
Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, 
Jamaica, Suriname and Trindad 
and Tobago. Its training centered 
around Ilo’s activities focusing on 
Occupational Health Safety and 
Environment in the Caribbean. 
The main focus was on enhancing 
skills of inspectors, inspector 
techniques,  report  writ ing 
and accident investigation, 
ergonomics, industrial hygiene, 
HIV/AIDS and Occupational 
Health and Safety links to the 
environment with a focus on 
legislation in these areas.

This was the second of a 
previous workshop held in the 
Eastern Caribbean state of Antigua 
and Barbuda. In attendance were 
representatives of workers and 
employer organizations in the 
Caribbean of which approximately 
1200 persons were trained  and it 
led to the start of the process of 
reviewing OHSE legislation.

The Occupational Health 
and Safety protocol of 2002 was 
ratified by Antigua and Barbuda 
in September 2002 and came into 
force with the OHS Convention 
of 1985 No. 161, Safety and 
Health in Agriculture, 2021, and 
the Promotional Framework for 
Occupational Safety and Health, 
2021.

It is interesting to note, that of 
the countries listed in the training 
and workshops only Antigua and 
Barbuda have ratified aspects of 
Occupational Health and Safety. 
Similarly in Latin America only 
Guatemala and Mexico.

 The ILO convention sets 
forth the principle that workers 
must be protected from sickness, 
disease and injury arising from 
their employment. Annually 
there is a global estimate of 
a l m o s t  3  m i l l i o n  w o r k -
related deaths of which more 
that 80 percent are related to 
occupational diseases. Many of 
these tragedies are preventable 
with the implementation of 
sound prevention, reporting and 
inspection practices.

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  k e y 
instruments on Occupational 
Safety and Health: Promotional 

Framework for Occupational 
Safety and Health Convention 
2006 (No 187) which provides 
c o h e r e n t  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c 
treatment of OSH issues and 
promote recognition of existing 
conventions on OSH. Its aim 
is to establish and implement 
coherent national policies on 
OSH through dialogue between 
Government, Workers, Employer 
Organizations and promote a 
national preventative safety and 
health culture.

Second, the OSH Convention 
1981 (No 155) and the Protocol of 
2002 provides for the adoption of 
coherent national OSH policy and 
action to be taken by Government 
within enterprises to promote 
OSH to  improve working 
conditions. It is developed by 
taking into consideration national 
conditions and practices. This 
calls for periodic review of 
requirements and procedures 
for recording and notification of 
occupational accidents, diseases 
and publication of related annual 
statistics.

Third, is the OSH Convention 
1985 (No 161) which provides for 
the establishment of enterprise 
level Occupational Health 
Services which are entrusted with 
essentially preventive functions 
responsible for advising the 
employer, workers and their 
representatives in the enterprise 
on maintaining a safe and healthy 
working environment.

In Belize the main Acts that 
guide workers and employers 
are the Factories Act (Cap. 296) 
and the Labour Act (Cap.297) 
that both contain provisions in 
relation to Occupation Safety and 
Health, with further details found 
in the Protection Against Sexual 
Harassment Act, 1996, Criminal 
Code.

2014 saw the Gazetting 
and introduction of a Bill for an 
ACT to make new provisions 
in reference to Occupational 
Safety and Health of workers , 
persons at work or those affected 
by such work. Its purpose is to 
provide improved standards for 
Occupational Safety and Health 
by providing clear objectives, 
obligations and functions in 
the workplace. Also it provides 
for duties and obligations of 
all persons whether employed 

or self employed in all areas of 
work to institute codes of practice 
and aid in the establishment of 
a National Occupational Safety 
and Health Authority and the 
Occupation Health and Safety 
Inspectorate. This therefore sets 
out to repeal the Factories Act, 
Chapter 296 of the Substantive 
Laws of Belize and to provide for 
any matters related or connected. 
It has since been passed down 
to House Committee which is 
responsible for taking the bill 
through consultations as reported 
in January, 2014 by then Prime 
Minister, Rt. Honourable Dean 
Barrow.

In 2019 Social Security 
Board launched a Social Security 
Employment Injury forum which 
sought to add an urgency to the 
review and amendments of the 
2014 OSH Bill introduced by 
Government. Social Security 
Board is aware of its importance 
and that having policies and 
procedures in place for workers 
can significantly reduce the 
annual employment injury benefit 
payout which is already in the 
millions paid out annually as 
stated in interview by its CEO 
Mr. Colin Young. The Belize 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in 2022, as reported by 

President Mr. Marcelo Blake, had 
reviewed the bill, expressing the 
need for some balance and shared 
responsibility of the worker as a 
part of their recommendations on 
reviewing of the Bill. Thereafter 
the Bill was then forwarded to the 
National Trade Union Congress 
of Belize and then President Luis 
Luke Martinez for their review 
and additional amendments to 
later be shared with the Ministry 
of Labour and subsequently to the 
Labour Advisory Board before 
being tabled to Cabinet then to 
the final stage of ascent in the 
House of Representatives.

It has since been upwards of 
nine years since its introduction 
to the House and since the 
Bill has been gazetted. We are 
nowhere near final review for 
the Bill to assent to the House 
of Representative. At present 
the work related injury toll has 
increased significantly since the 
advent of Covid-19 in 2020. At 
present we are seeing first-hand 
the importance of Occupational 
Health and Safety given the 
recent challenges complicated by 
the addition of a pandemic which 
is now a major health concern to 
all. What next for Occupational 
Health and Safety in Belize?

Occupational Health and Safety...
Where is it?

By Dorian Fairweather, 
Bsc. Hons (UWI)


