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On Wednesday February 1, 
the PUP administration handed 
over the keys to 50 houses in the 
Burrell Boom area. Their social 

call is that the houses were being 
provided to underprivileged 
persons in the country. They 
cited that they were specifically 

catering to single mothers, 
underemployed and unemployed 
persons, the elderly and the 
disabled. And with a mortgage 
of 100 dollars per month, despite 
the size, it would seem like a 
magnanimous gesture. 

But on closer inspection 
of those receiving the houses, it 
would appear that there are those 
who are more than ready to take 
advantage of the system. Some of 
the recipients include ministers 
drivers, NEMO workers and even 
businessmen. While there may be 
nothing wrong with these people 
receiving houses, the problem 
with it is that they are getting 
them on the backs of taxpayers. 

The Government, through tax 
payers money is subsidizing the 
cost of construction where the 
occupants will pay one-third of 
the cost of construction and the 
tax payers will pay the remaining 
two-thirds. 

The arrangements are made 
where occupants will pay one 
hundred dollars per month for 10 
years. That adds up to a measly 
twelve thousand dollars. The 
difference however, is picked up 
by the Government. Meaning, 
your tax payers will be used 
to finance businessmen, and 
ministers drivers who can, on 
their own, afford to get a full 
mortgage on their own.  

Ministers Drivers and Businessmen 
Getting Poor People Houses

Among those receiving houses are ministers drivers and businessmen

A file has been forwarded to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions 
to determine whether or not 
charges are to be laid against 

anyone after a woman from the 
island of San Pedro was tied up 
with chains and died thereafter.

Police report  that  33-

year-old Nicole Polonio died 
on Saturday, January 27, as a 
result of positional asphyxia 
,simply put, she was placed in 
such a position as to restrict her 
breathing, causing her death. 
The circumstances leading to 
her death catalogue the woman 
having had some kind of mental 
breakdown. Friends and family 
members say that on Sunday, 
January 22, Polonio had begun 
to exhibit abnormal behavior 
including taking some of her 
clothes off and running naked in 
the streets of the town. She also 
became violent and broke items 
at her home. 

Responding to this, family 
members tied her up using chains 
and padlocks. The response 
was one that caused concern 
by other friends and family 
members. They requested that the 

police intervene and even offered 
medical attention which was not 
taken up. Over the course of 5 
days Polonio was kept tied up 
and ultimately she was strapped 
in a sheet to resemble a straight 
jacket. She would die sometime 
between 6a.m. and midday on 
Saturday January 28.

Po l ice  say  they  have 
forwarded the file to the DPP to 
determine if anyone is culpable 
in Polonio’s death.   

Tied Up And Left To Die

Chains were used to restrain polonio

The police department is 
asking the public’s assistance in 
solving an armed hold up that took 
place in Corozal town on Monday 
February 6. They report that at 
around 10a.m. 4 masked gunmen 
entered Almacen Shanti located 
on 4th Avenue in Corozal Town. 
Inside they met Kishur Kumar 
from who they demanded money. 
He handed over 3 thousand U.S. 
dollars and 250,000 Mexican 
Pesos. The robbers then took 
the money which was in a sling 
bag and promptly exited the 
store and entered a green GEO 
Prizm car without plates which 
was waiting outside the store. 
The vehicle made its way to the 

Cop Shot in Armed Robbery

Almacen Shanti Continued on Page 2
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TENDER 
Transportation of Fuel to Caye Caulker 
 
BEL invites tenders for the Transportation of Fuel to 
Caye Caulker for 2023. 
 
The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and 
responsibilities of the contract, are available on BEL’s 
website at www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx 
 
Bids must be submitted via email to 
bidsubmitta@bel.com.bz no later than 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday, February 17, 2023, and labelled “Bid #2023-
805 Transportation of Fuel to Caye Caulker”.   
 
Questions and requests for clarification can be sent by 
email to bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 15, 2023. 

 
For more information or queries, send email to 

bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 
 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. 
 The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.  

On Sunday, February 5, 
the United Democratic Party 
completed its first contested 
convention for this season.

It was one of the largest 
conventions that the Capital City 
has seen by the UDP and featured 
three candidates, the incumbent, 
John Saldivar, Retired Colonel 
George Lovell and businessman, 
Emile Torres. 

After seven hours of polling, 
1,914 votes were cast and counted. 
In the end, John Saldivar easily 
bested the two other candidates 
with 901 votes. Lovell received 
512 votes while Emile Torres 
received 457 votes. There were 
44 spoilt ballots.

This is the first contested 
convention but it will not be 
the last. While there are some 
intra-party negotiations taking 
place to minimize the number 
of contested conventions, there 
are still a number of them which 
are scheduled to take place in 
the coming weeks across the 
country. 

John Saldivar Wins 
Belmopan Convention

John Saldivar

Finca Solana area where it was 
met by police officers. As soon as 
the police entered the area, they 
were fired upon by individuals 
who were hiding in the bushes. 
In the shooting, a police constable 
received a gunshot to the right 
shoulder. He was taken to the 
hospital for treatment while the 
robbers managed to escape.

Police are asking anyone 
with information to call the 
nearest police station. 

Continued from Page 1

Cop 
Shot in 
Armed 

Robbery

The Karl Heusner Memorial 
Hospital is once again taking the 
forefront in complaints against 
critical shortages of supplies at 
the institution. In a lengthy release 
by the organization following 
their 3rd annual general meeting, 
which was held on January 28, 
the union highlights some of the 
troubles of the hospital.

The release says that it 
attends to over 200 patients daily 
and in so doing is plagued by an 

inability to deliver services in all 
areas of care. It breaks down the 
shortages in four major areas: 
Laboratory services, Equipment, 
Medication and CT Scan. 

In laboratory services it states 
that basic supplies like blood 
tests are not available. There is 
also a lack of equipment and 
reagents among other supplies. 
It says that, “these tests also 
aid in the diagnosis, treatment 

KHMH Workers Union 
Rails Against Supply 

Shortages

Continued on Page 4
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On Wednesday, February 
8, promoters Deon ‘DJ Dixie’ 
Longsworth and Sheena Pollard 
held a press conference in which 
they explained to the Belizean 
public a situation that has arisen 
with recording artist, Dexta 
Daps. 

The promoters say that in 
March of 2020 all plans were 
running full steam ahead for 
Dexta Daps to hold a concert at the 
Marion Jones Sporting Complex. 
The concert had to be aborted 
as the country entered into the 
Covid-19 pandemic which had 
accompanying protocols which 
prohibited large gatherings. 
While the process was already 
initiated, Longsworth says that all 

arrangements had been made with 
the artist to perform, including 
the payment of 11 thousand U.S. 
dollars into his account.

With the pandemic however, 
and based on a contract, the 
concert had to be rescheduled. 
Here is where the Belizean 
promoters have run into problems. 
They say, try though they have, 
they have been unable to book 
the artist. The promoters say all 
they wanted was for the artist to 
come to Belize in order to honor 
tickets that had already been pre-
sold. The promoters have been at 
it immediately after the protocols 
were fully lifted but to no avail. 
They say the excuse being given 
is that Dexta Daps is under new 

management and any payment 
made to the artist has to be taken 
up with the old management. 

Longsworth has said not 
so, and on Friday they took 
legal action. They filed for an 
injunction against the artist’s 
performance which was heard 
at the Supreme Court. Justice 
Master Martha Alexander has 
dismissed the claim and awarded 
costs to the defendants. This is 
the first time that anything on the 
matter has been made public, and 
Longsworth says this is the way 
they wanted it. They say they 
had given Dexta Daps all the 
opportunity to make good on his 
performance. Now, however, he 

will be making an appearance at 
another concert on February 11. 
This one however, has nothing to 
do with the March 2020 scheduled 
performance as it is being hosted 
by a different promoter.

Now Longsworth is calling 
out the artist and explained that 
despite the dispute with the 
artist, his promotion company 
will be refunding the tickets. As 
it relates to the 11 thousand U.S. 
dollars paid to the Dexta Daps, 
Longsworth says he will continue 
to proceed with legal action 
against the artist both in Belize 
and in the U.S. where Daps is a 
citizen. 

Dexta Dap Hard Pay, Say Belizean Promoters

Deon Longsworth and Sheena Pollard

and monitoring of critically 
ill patients.” According to the 
union this has caused for, “the 
request for private laboratory 
testing of inpatients has increased 
significantly.”

Equipment is another area 
in which there is concern where 
the union says that, “common 
equipment such as tapes, gloves, 
blood collecting tubes, Foley 
(“urine”) catheter, Ambu-bags…, 
syringes, proper sutures…, cast 
materials,” and other supplies 
are not available. There is also 
a lack of dialysis solvents which 
leads to them being, “rationed by 
nurses in order to make do with 
what is available.”

The problem is so critical at 
the hospital that the release notes 
that “Pharmacy staff are forced to 
write “NIL” in the charts indicating 
the unavailability of medication.” 
Then there is the issue of unusable 

medication which are explained 
as, “crumbling tables, yellowing 
of IV medication, contaminated 
lubricants and medications that 
are available are purchased in 
short supply…”

The final point highlighted 
is that of the CT Scan machine 
which was promised would have 
been procured by December 
of last year and still it has not 
happened. 

Even with all that the Union 
says is going wrong  the release 
concludes that, “the KHMHAWU 
is hopeful that these issues will 
be addressed as we continue to 
foster a spirit of cooperation and 
understanding with the KHMHA 
Board and Management.” 

It is of note that back in 
October of last year, the union 
came out swinging against the 
very same issues during a press 
conference. At the time they had 
promised to take action but they 
went dormant.

Continued from Page 2

KHMH Workers Union 
Rails Against Supply 

Shortages

KHMH Union held a press conference in October of 2022 highlighting
the same issues
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On Monday, October 24, 
Leader of Government Business, 
Eamon Courtenay,  took a 
motion to the Senate to have that 
parliamentary body make the 
unilateral decision for Belize to 
take Honduras to the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ). It was a 
surprise to most Belizeans as 
there was no previous public 
communication that Honduras 
had any dispute with Belize. 
Nonetheless the proposal was for 
Belize to take Honduras to the 
ICJ to settle a claim which that 
country has over the Sapodilla 
Caye Range.

By November 16, 2022 the 
matter was lodged at the ICJ 
where Belize asserted that “[s]
ince the early nineteenth century, 
the Sapodilla Cayes have formed 
part of the territory of Belize, 
initially as part of the settlement 
of Belize and later the colony of 
British Honduras, and since 1981 
as part of the independent State 
of Belize”.

Belize’s argument is that 
“[u]nder international law, 
Belize is sovereign over the 
Sapodilla Cayes” and that “[t]he 
Honduran claim to the Sapodilla 
Cayes, articulated in its 1982 
Constitution, which remains in 
force as a matter of the internal 
law of Honduras, has no basis in 
international law”. A declaration 
is being sought to have Belize 
be declared sovereign over the 
Sapodilla Cayes.”

The ICJ has since announced 
that May 2, 2023, has been set 
for Belize to file its Memorial 
and December 4, 2023, for the 
Republic of Honduras to file its 
Counter-Memorial.

While the matter has raised 
concerns in Belize since there was 
no public consultation on the case 
the Government’s stance is that 
the ICJ has to rule on this matter 
because leaving it unaddressed 
would allow for the Guatemalan 
claim to be prolonged. 

Timeline Set For Belize 
and Honduras to 

Go to Court

Sapodilla Caye Range

On Thursday, February 2, 
the Government of Belize rolled 
out the red carpet to welcome 
a convicted terrorist to settle 
in Belize. No other than the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Eamon Courtenay was on hand at 
the Philip Goldson International 
Airport to receive Majid Khan.

Khan had been held at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for a 
series of terrorist crimes. After 
serving 20 years imprisoned, 
the U.S. resident has now been 
deemed de-radicalized by U.S. 
officials and he is being given 
his liberty back. Following the 
decision, the U.S. authorities 
have been looking for a place 
for Khan to settle since  March 
of 2022 when he was deemed a 
free man. Reports are that they 
reached out to 12 countries before 
they got to Belizean authorities 
who agreed to bring him in. 

Since his arrival in Belize, 
Khan has made visits to the 

Social Security Board where he 
was immediately issued with a 
card. Reportedly he was met by 
frontline personnel at the Board 
where he demandingly asked the 
attendant, “do you know who I 
am?”

He has also been visiting 
stores casually shopping for 
household items. According to 
the U.S. State Department, they 
will be fronting the short term 
bills for Khan as he settles in the 
country. 

The Government of Belize 
has agreed to accept Khan on a 
humanitarian basis after the U.S. 
has admitted to cruel treatment 
while in detention including water 
boarding, sleep deprivation and 
other forms of torture. According 
to reports negotiations have 
lasted for months now, however 
there is no indication as to what 
the quid-pro-quo is for Belize to 
accept Khan.  

Terrorist Settles 
In Belize

Majid Khan was welcomed by Eamon Courtenay
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The Government of Belize, 
through the Ministry of Blue 
Economy and Civil Aviation 
(MBECA), in collaboration 
with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) Representative 
for Belize and Belize’s National 
Designated Authority to the 
Green Climate Fund (GCF), 
today handed-over the National 
Meteorological Service of Belize 
(NMS) with weather equipment 
to monitor sea level and upgrade 
some functionalities of the 

‘SURFACE’ Climate Database 
Management System (CDMS).

 The donation includes 
two radar water level sensors, 
one measurement and control 
datalogger, and one weather-
resistant enclosure. The equipment 
is valued at US$10,301.33 
for  a  to ta l  inves tment  of 
US$40,201.33.

 Through its climate services, 
the NMS provides critical support 
for managing risks and reducing 
disasters in climate-sensitive 
sectors such as agriculture, health, 

the blue economy, etc. The NMS 
continues to monitor climate 
trends in rainfall, temperature, 
heatwaves, and other extremes 
and share new records of long-
term climate change indicators. 
One way in which this is done 
is through its Climate Database 
System ‘SURFACE’ CDMS. 
Its capabilities go beyond the 
capture and storage of weather 
and climate data. It encompasses 
practical interaction between 
weather, climate, and water in 
various sectors within Belize, 
and is something the NMS 
has been planning for over the 
past few years. This database 
plays an integral role in the 
NMS’ overall goal of providing 
meteorological and climate-based 
products and services to protect 
life and property and contribute 
to the enhancement of the social, 
economic, and physical well-
being of the people of Belize.

 On September 2, 2022, FAO 
signed a contract with Elligence 
Solucoes Em Technologia 
Ltda. for the upgrading of the 
‘SURFACE’ CDMS of the NMS 

for better coastal management; 
a deliverable under the project 
“Enhancing adaptation planning 
and increasing climate resilience 
in the coastal zone and fisheries 
sector of Belize,” valued at 
US$29,900. The upgrades to 
the NMS’ CDMS include ocean 
wave management features and 
metadata management features to 
facilitate ocean wave parameters. 
A two-day training will be 
provided to improve the capacity 
of the Coastal Zone Management 
Authority and Institute, NMS, 
and the Fisheries Department on 
ocean wave dynamics based on 
raw data collected.

 The database upgrade is a 
hallmark of the climate change 
initiative in Belize. The primary 
goal of the project is to enable the 
NMS to enhance its data collection 
and management capabilities 
to measure and process basic 
ocean wave information that 
could support coastal monitoring 
and modelling activities such 
as monitoring sea level rise, 
which has yet to be monitored 
extensively in Belize.

National Meteorological Service of 
Belize Receives Weather Equipment

Equipment was handed over to Chief Met Officer Ronald Gordon
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Licensed and Certified Auctioneer, Sheldon N. C. Arnold  
will sell the following properties with reserve prices.  

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 
SAN PEDRO AND CAYO DISTRICT PROPERTY-TO BE AUCTIONED AT HUMMINGBIRD FURNISHINGS 

COMPOUND BELMOPAN CITY ON TUESDAY FEBRUARY 21ST 2023 AT 10:00AM 

BELIZE DISTRICT PROPERTY  
TO BE AUCTIONED ONSITE ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 22ND 2023 

Time: 4:00PM 
Location: Parcel 11-100-246/1 situated in Belize Rural 
North 1, Maskall Village, Belize District. 
Description: land contains 676.302 sq. m. being the 
leashold interest of Ammon Alex Brackett. 

Location: Situated along the Mopan River, Paslow Falls area Cayo District. 
Description: Lot - 9.75 acre parcel as per  Entry no.  10732,  containing a small two 
story house, used as a watchman room upstairs and a store room downstairs, being 
the freehold property of Mary K. Carridi. 

Location: Block 7, Parcel 2112, San Pedro Town,  Ambergris Caye, Belize  
District. 
Description: Lot - 500.2 square yards with a 7040 sq.ft building. The main floor is a 
business unit. Second Floor has 5 apartments and third floor is the main residence with 
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, living, dining & kitchen areas, being the fee simple property 
of Thomas Santos. 

Sheldon N.C. Arnold  
P.O. BOX 666, Belmopan 

Cell # 624-5200 or 602-8308 
Website: www.arnoldenterprise.com 

Email: info@arnoldenterprise.com 
Terms - Cash 10% Deposit, Balance in 14 days 

Financing Available, Call Ahead For Details 

ORANGE WALK DISTRICT PROPERTIES  
TO BE AUCTIONED ONSITE ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 22ND 2023 

Time: 2:00PM 
Location: Block 4 Parcel 140/1, Yo Creek Village, Orange Walk District. 
Description: On the property is a single storey residence having 4 bedrooms, 1 bathroom,           
living, dining and kitchen, the floor area 1313sq.ft, lot measures, 1599.27 sq.yds, being the 
leasehold interest of Florentino Cal. 

Time: 11:15AM 
Location: Block 4, Parcel 3091/1, Orange Walk Town. 
Description: On the property is a single storey building having 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 
living, dining and kitchen. It has reinforced concrete foundation. Land measures 555.56 
sq.yds and building floor measures 727 sq.ft. being the freehold interest of Kenis Garcia. 

Time: 10:30AM 
Location: Block 4, Parcel 1123, Orange Walk Town. 
Description: On the property is a single storey building having 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living, dining, kitchen and a covered   
garage area, building has a floor area of 1213 sq.ft and shed 300 
sq.ft. Land measures 446.67 sq.yds. Being the freehold interest of 
David V. Faber. 

Time: 10:00AM 
Location: Block 26, Mile19, Stann Creek Valley Road 
(Hummingbird Highway) Stann Creek District. 
Description: Land contains a total area of 7.219 acres, 2 roads 
and 33 poles, being the freehold interest of Egbert Irving. 

STANN CREEK DISTRICT PROPERTIES  
TO BE AUCTIONED ONSITE ON THURSDAY FEBRUARY 23RD 2023 

Time:  9:00AM 
Location: Lot 54, Hummingbird  Community, Stann creek District. 
Description: On the property is an elevated building having 2 bedrooms, 
1 bathroom, living, dining, kitchen and a storeroom, the building has a 
floor area of 751sq.ft, the lot has a total area of 939.17 sq.yds being the 
freehold interest of Armando Coye. 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe 
High School (OLOGH) recently 
held i ts  20th Anniversary 
Celebrations. The theme selected 
for the celebrations is Holistic 
and Strong, Together in Faith, 
Excellence, and Service. 

Mrs. Barrette Belisle, the 
founding Principal, was the Guest 
Speaker and Principal for 14 

years. Mrs. Barette Belisle told 
her audience “You represent the 
hopes and aspirations, the future 
of our Country.”  

Mrs. Belisle continued her 
discourse with the students by 
telling them that “You are a child 
of the Universe, no less than the 
trees and the stars.” 

Two decades ago,  the 

Our Lady of Guadalupe High School anniversary celebration

Our Lady Of Guadalupe High School 
In Belmopan Celebrates Its 20th Anniversary

Mrs. Barrette Belisle, founding Principal, was the Guest Speaker

Reconstruction and Development 
Corporation (RECONDEV) 
came up with 25 acres of land 
in Belmopan that would be the 
permanent construction site for 
OLOGH. The Mayor at the time 
was Anthony Chanona, who is 
now the chair of The People’s 
Constitutional Commission 
(PCC). 

During the first year, a group 
of parents worked seven days a 
week to keep the school going. 
All that investment in the school 
has returned in multifold. 

The Current Principal is 
Judith West Lopez and Vice 
Principal, is Loreni Hernandez. 
Both have been working to move 
the school forward; using an 
active curriculum.

Over the last 12 weeks, the 
San Ignacio and Santa Elena 
Town Council has been hosting 
its first-ever five-a-side football 
tournament. It was a great way to 
keep our youths engaged. 

Councilor Zahir Figueroa 
reports that the tournament started 
last October and consisted of 
Women, Open, and Inter-Office 
categories. The San Ignacio 
and Santa Elena Town Council 
would like to thank all the teams 
and fans who made it possible. 
A special thank you to Mr. 
Lawrence Lennan and Mr. Harold 
Taylor for being the referees of 

this tournament. Thanks go out 
to Councilor Zahir Figueroa who 
organized, planned, and carried 
out the operations of the exciting 
tournament. 

Coming in first place in the 
Women’s Category was Warriors 
United, in the Open Category 
Esperanza Warriors, and in the 
Inter-Office Category, the San 
Ignacio and Santa Elena Town 
Council. Also, coming in second 
place in the Women Category 
was Lena Massive, in the Open 
Category, Quinta’s Elite FC, and 
in the Inter-Office, The Office 
Gurus.

Five-a-Side Football 
Tournament Completed 

In San Ignacio

A sports team participates in a five-a-side football tournament

April 28, 29 and 30 are 
the dates that have been set as 
the three days during which 
the National Agriculture and 
Trade Show for 2023 will be 
held. This year’s team will be 
“Innovations in Technology: 
Driving a Climate Resilient and 
Competitive Agriculture and 
Food Sector”.

The event which is held at the 
National Agriculture and Trade 
Show Grounds in Belmopan is the 
single largest commercial, trade 
and industry exposition in the 
country and attracts participation 

from businesses spanning all 
aspects of Belize’s economy. 
The exposition had its origins 
to showcase the agricultural and 
livestock industries in Belize but 
it has been significantly expanded 
to encompass all manner of trade 
in the country.

Among  those  making 
presentations are livestock 
industry participants and those 
from the agricultural sector. Also 
present at the exposition are 
manufacturing entities as well as 
the mercantile industries. 

National Agriculture 
and Trade Show 2023

Agricultural produce are a mainstay at the show
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Defined by the Merriam-
Webster Dctionary, a hypothesis2 
is tentative assumption made in 
order to draw out and test its logical 
or empirical consequences.

I write in this context with 
an expectation to bring about 
critical thought to the idea of 
how we see the work we do 
as employees and the pay we 
receive in remuneration. I draw 
from  Mr. Randy Benett’s article 
in the Barbados Today news, 
who wrote on a similar topic of 
increasing remunerations-as we 
are currently experiencing here 
in Belize. 

Pay increases to public 
sector workers in our sister nation 
of Barbados was the focus of the 
article.

C u r r e n t l y ,  b y  t h e i r 
government’s calculation, they 

are convinced that public sector 
workers can be given an increase 
upwards to as much as 7 percent. 
Similarly, this is also supported 
by the islands largest public 
sector union and workers union 
in the country.

B a r b a d o s  E m p l o y e r s 
Confedera t ion ,  Execut ive 
Director, Ms. Mayers-Granville, 
expressed that the increase of 
pay for public sector workers 
“should not be proportionate 
to that of private sector”. The 
reality is that pay increases is 
given by “companies that can 
afford the increase and granted 
year-on-year to employees”. She 
further explains that  on average 
employees in the private sector 
receive as much as 2.5 percent 
increase in salaries annually. 

Additionally, the article did 
speak on the topic of inflation 
which is a deciding factor for 

the increase in salaries. It is 
interesting to note that much 
studies have been done alongside 
the economic activity of the 
country to assess what percentage 
of increase can be afforded. This 
is done in order to help with the 
increase in prices or for better 
reflection of this topic, the cost 
of living increase.

Summarily, we should take 
into consideration the rate of 
increase in the cost of living and 
note the average monthly income 
earrings which fluctuates by age 
between 700 dollars and 1300 
dollars, based on the most recent 
Labour Force Survey, 2021. We 
are aware that persons in the 
public sector have consistently 
had wage increases as noted from 
the Draft Estimates of Revenue 
and Expenditure, Appendix D, as 
early as a decade ago, and have 
consistently been increasing, 

except and save for the recent 
pay cuts for public officers and 
teachers which is now in the 
process of being reinstated.

In these circumstance, 
we would say that based on 
our current living costs, we 
would agree on a similar rate 
of increase that is proportionate 
to our economic activity. How 
do we ensure pay increases are 
balanced and proportionate for 
all sectors without sacrificing 
company culture, reputation, size 
and ethics?

“Hypothesis.” Merriam-
We b s t e r. c o m  D i c t i o n a r y, 
Merriam-Webster,  h t tps: / /
www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/hypothesis. Accessed 
31 Jan. 2023.

“ B a l a n c e  P a y 
Hikes.”Barbadostoday.Bb, 
17 Jan. 2023, barbadostoday.
bb/2023/01/17/balance-pay-
hikes/. Accessed 30 Jan. 2023.

A Hypothesis on Pay
By Dorian Fairweather
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 VACANCY                     NOTICE  
BoaTMan 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Marine Department. In the 
Port’s continued effort to promote diversity both males/females, able/ differently abled are encouraged to apply 
for the available post. 
 
Reports to:  Marine Manager 
 
Summary of Responsibilities: The primary duty of the Boatman shall be to safely assist navigation of the vessel 
along with the Boat Captain. 

Job Responsibilities: 

1. Proper care, preservation and maintenance are taken of mooring lines, life belt, anchors and other related 
equipment. 

2. All matters related to deck seamanship including safe loading and unloading of the vessel, swab deck, 
cleaning interior and exterior of vessels on a daily basis or as required by the Captain or the Marine 
Department. 

3. Be required to paint and assist in repairs, refit program and servicing of vessels. 
4. Assist with the mooring and unmooring of the vessel. 
5. Act as lookout when underway. 
6. Assist in the refueling of vessel. 
7. Any other duties assigned from time to time of a related nature. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

 Minimum High School Diploma. 
 3 years experience boat handling. 
 Work flexible hours (inclusive of night duties). 

 
Required Skills, Knowledge and Characteristics: To be selected applicants must possess the following important 
characteristics:  
 

 Knowledge of marine craft communication and problem –solving skills. 
 Must have the ability to adapt to changing conditions and respond to emergency situations. 
 Ability to swim. 
 Team Oriented. 
 Be Punctual. 

Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 

To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social 
security card, valid police report, name and phone number of two(2) previous employers. 

Email to: 
jobapplications@portofbelize.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday, February 13, 2023. 
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Prime Minister, Johnny 
Briceno, got himself in a world 
of trouble in the early part of his 
tenure when he flatly told public 
officers and teachers that they had 
not sacrificed enough in order to 
bring back Belize’s Economy. 
Since then the anger that he raised 
has simmered down but now he is 
back with the same claim. 

During an interview with the 
Media on Wednesday, February 
8, he reiterated his position, 

again stating that public officers 
had not sacrificed enough. The 
position he’s taken in the midst 
of a swirl of discontent against 
the Prime Minister after he gave 
himself a doubling of his transport 
allowance from $1,300 per month 
to $4,000. What is also a lingering 
matter is that CEO’s have also 
had a salary increase long before 
the 10% salary cut was reinstated 
to the public officers.    

Johnny Continues To 
Say Public Officers 

Have Not SacrificedThe Public Service Union 
and the National Trade Union 
Congress of Belize held a press 
conference on Tuesday, February 
7. The subject of which was the 
restoration of salary increments 
for public officers which has 
been on hold for the past 2 years 
now going on the third. The 
unions say that in discussion 
with the Prime Minister he has 
been arrogant, maintaining 
that the salary increments will 
not take place. According to 
PSU President, Dean Flowers, 
there is no reason why the PUP 
administration should not give the 
public officers their increments 
especially because of the type of 
spending that the Government 
has engaged in. He noted that 
the increment freeze was to have 
yielded the Government savings 
of 17 million dollars per year yet 
they have gone to the National 
Assembly for supplementary 
budgets for 240 million dollars. 
In continuing the discussion, 
Flowers noted that, “we are in a 
worse financial position as public 
officers and as a country. Even 
though a lot of numbers that 
means little to our quality of life 

is being thrown around by the 
prime minister.”

Flowers also commented 
on the most recent meeting that 
the Prime Minister had with the 
Joint Unions negotiating team in 
which all worker related matters 
were flatly denied. According to 
Flowers in the mid-December 
meeting, “He simply looked at 
the document and arrogantly 
said to us, no no no, and this 
and this and at one point in time, 
didn’t even want us to have a 
discussion.”

Another point of contention 
is a proposal of a contributory 
pension scheme which the 
Government is the process of 
implementing. To this, Flowers 
said it is not going to happen, 
at least not for those who are 
currently in the system. He said 
that it may be for those new 
comers to the system.

Also at the press conference 
was Elena Smith who explained 
that while they may not be 
giving out their secrets, there is 
a likelihood that industrial action 
could take place on the issue of 
the three year increment freeze. 

PSU And BNTU
Want Salary Increments

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Hiding whatever it is you truly 

value in love and relationship is never 
going to get you what you want -- 
particularly not now. You know this, 
Aries, and finally, you’re ready to 
emerge from your cocoon and claim 
your heart’s deepest desire. Although 
your romantic needs might seem a little 
out there to some, that doesn’t matter! 
If they don’t accept you, they weren’t 
meant for you. When you stop caring 
about naysayers’ opinions and listen 
to the truth in your heart, you’ll know 
what you need to do to get the love you 
want. It’s time to take action without 
holding your true self back.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Spending time in enchanting 

social circles this week might lead to an 
unexpected but divine love connection. 
Perhaps you and a group of friends are 
interested in attending enriching classes 
or exploring workshops teaching 
how to develop your spiritual selves 
together. You could even look into 
any local or online astrology classes! 
Whatever the details, blending your 
interest in soul-deep pursuits with 
friends is likely to put you in the right 
place at the right time to meet the right 
person. Already in a relationship? 
You and your sweetheart can look 
forward to creating your own quirky 
fairytale moments together. They’ll be 
unforgettable.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Delicate conversations regarding 

romance may want to wait until later 
in the week. On Friday, Mercury will 
be conjunct Pluto in your intimate 8th 
house, which will help you and a partner 
discuss even the most uncomfortable 
matters with razor-sharp insight. It’s 
even possible that one of you will 
reveal a skeleton that has been in your 
closet. There’s no need to panic -- this 
should be cathartic and could even 
bring you closer. If single, you might 
spend this time reflecting on your 
willingness to be vulnerable and open 
in a new connection. Ask yourself if 
you’re shutting things down before 
they even have a chance to develop.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
Communication is strong 

between you and your partner this 
week -- any and all conversations 
could easily run deep. Mercury and 
Pluto will connect perfectly in your 
relationship sector on Friday. Their 
alignment will help you and a current 
or future love interest work through a 
decision, even if it’s about something 
neither one of you really wants to deal 
with. When you know you can’t sweep 
an issue under the rug, no matter how 
much you want to, you can both power 
through! If you’re single, pay attention 
to any dating apps you’re on this week. 
There could be a worthwhile nibble of 
interest from someone you’d otherwise 
overlook.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
Speaking up is a great way to 

achieve your romantic goals, especially 
right now. If already bound to someone, 
you could relish an undeniable mental 
rapport that reminds you of all the best 
parts of your relationship. Loquacious 
Mercury enters your partnership sector 
on Saturday and suddenly, you and your 
partner could start talking non-stop! 
You might share fascinating dialogue 

about politics, humanitarian topics, 
friends, or even shared aspirations. Any 
mutual decisions can be made logically, 
without either of you getting become 
overly emotional about it. Single and 
ready to mingle? Consider signing up 
for a new dating app or saying yes to a 
friend’s offer to set you up. You won’t 
regret it!

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Unique communication can spice 

up your current love life. In particular, 
if you’re single, pay attention to any 
opportunity you have to strike up a 
conversation with a sexy stranger. 
This person could come off as a little 
bit cold, but inside, they may feel 
genuinely captivated. Approaching 
with caution should allow them to 
warm up to you comfortably. They 
might be deeper and more emotionally 
vulnerable than you’d think! If you’re 
coupled, you and your sweetheart can 
continue to enjoy plenty of romantic 
harmony. Venus in your partnership 
sector makes a gorgeous link to Uranus 
on Wednesday. Your love will break 
the mold. It’s unconventional and 
delicious!

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Your heart is open to innovative 

ways of enjoying date nights with 
your sweetheart -- or, if single, to get 
yourself out there and make connections 
with potential dates. Chatty Mercury 
enters your 5th House of Romance on 
Saturday. This will enhance any mental 
connection you have with a current 
partner or a love interest. You might 
easily strike up conversations about 
offbeat topics. Perhaps you’ll discover 
that you and someone attractive have 
more than just a physical connection. 
You’ve got a “10 out of 10” when 
it comes to intellectual chemistry! 
If you’re in a relationship, then you 
and your love might make a sudden 
decision about children and family 
together.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
You’ve got a five-star week for 

romance, Scorpio! Venus is still moving 
through your 5th House of True Love, 
which is an incredible cosmic blessing 
to have when it comes to matters of 
the heart. This Wednesday, Venus 
will make a perfect link to impulsive 
Uranus, presently moving through your 
partnership sector. It looks like you’re 
ready to enjoy a spontaneous romantic 
moment with your mate -- this could 
feel a bit messy at first, but don’t worry. 
It could speedily transform into the 
most sentimental, heartfelt experience 
you two have ever enjoyed together. 
Single Scorpios, be ready to renew 
your faith in fairy tales with a plot twist. 

Yours is coming soon!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Domestic love could be more 

exciting than usual in the near future. A 
sudden change in living arrangements 
between you and your sweetheart could 
work out even better than anticipated. 
Perhaps the two of you are testing the 
waters to see if you should be living 
together. The situation probably won’t 
go as planned, but that should be a 
blessing in disguise. One example 
might be that the two of you making 
make a snap decision to buy a home 
or lease an apartment together -- 
but in a different city or state. How 
spontaneous! In other news, if single, 

you might want to stop resisting any 
attraction you have toward a family 
friend. It’s likely mutual!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Matters of the heart are not 

meant to go as planned for you at the 
moment. Fortunately, that doesn’t mean 
you can’t experience utter joy and 
fulfillment. In fact, you might be about 
to indulge in some incredibly romantic 
moments, thanks to spontaneous ideas 
by your lover -- or yourself. If you’re 
already committed, then an impromptu 
road trip or weekend getaway you 
and your sweetheart take together 
could end up feeling like a miniature 
honeymoon. Single? Let your mind 
simmer with inventive recipes to 
meet someone new and exciting. 
Remember, the more open-minded 
you are this week, the more your 
love life can be off-the-charts happy!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Having the ability to ask for exactly 
what you want in life and love is 
truly wonderful -- but first, you have 
to know what it is, exactly, that you 
want. This week, you can go from 
confused and disoriented to crystal clear 

Your Horoscope about matters of the heart. If you’re 
completely single, once Mercury enters 
Aquarius on Saturday, you’ll be gifted 
confidence and decisiveness regarding 
activities like getting yourself out there 
on a dating app or attending a meet-up 
for singles. You can do anything to 
connect with new dating prospects! If 
you’re in a relationship, then you’re 
capable of easily communicating 
your  ideas  to  your  par tner.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
You’ve got brains and beauty 

this week in a way that’ll make you 
even more attractive than usual. Venus 
is shimmying her way through your 
sign, inviting everyone to view you 
with rose-tinted glasses -- but as we 
all know, looks aren’t everything. 
Thankfully, this Wednesday, Venus will 
make a stunning sextile to Uranus, in 
your communication sector at present. 
You’ll be able to communicate the most 
progressive, even eccentric, topics to 
others with grace and charm. As a 
result, you can expect to feel the love 
even stronger than usual from either 
your partner or a new love interest. 
Work it, Pisces!

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

andre Mahler of 68 North Front Street, 
Belize City, Belize, having made sworn

deposition that Policy No F01162454 
issued by Sagicor Life Inc has been

declared lost, and having made application 
to the Directors to grant a duplicate of

the same, notice is hereby given that unless 
objection is raised within one month
of the date hereof, the duplicate policy 

asked for will be issued.
dated February 02, 2023

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Suzette Peyrefitte of 5480 St. Thomas 
Street, Belize City, Belize having made sworn

deposition that Policy No. J120000706 
issued by Sagicor Life Inc. has been declared 

lost, and having made application to the 
Directors to grant a duplicate of the same, 

notice is hereby given that unless objection is 
raised within one month of the date hereof, the 

duplicate policy asked for will be issued.
dated February 2 nd , 2023

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary
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 VACANCY                     NOTICE  
Security Officer 

 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Security Department. In the Port’s continued 
effort to promote diversity both males/females,able/ differently abled are encouraged to apply for the available post. 
Reports to: Chief Security & Safety Officer 

Summary of Responsibilities: Ensuring the safety and security of designated properties, assets, personnel, and visitors. Responsibilities 
include patrolling the premises, setting up security controls, monitoring property access, investigating suspicious behavior, and 
enforcing company policies. 
 
Primary Responsibilities:  

a. Patrol of Pier, Transit Sheds, Compounds, Office. Low Berth etc. as instructed 
b. Control of Entry and exit points of Facility  
c. Surveillance of cargo from ship to delivery 
d. Deposits to the banks 
e. You are to be verse with the Port of Belize Limited Surveillance System & Security Manual  
f. Any other duties of a related nature assigned from time to time. 

 
18.2 of the ISPS – Code Port facility personnel having specific security duties should have knowledge and receive training in some or 
all of the following, as appropriate: 
 

1. knowledge of current security threats and patterns; 
2. recognition and detection of weapons, dangerous substances and devices; 
3. recognition of characteristics and behavioral patterns of persons who are likely to threaten security; 
4. techniques used to circumvent security measures; 
5. crowd management and control techniques; 
6. security-related communication; 
7. operations of security equipment and systems; 
8. testing, calibration and maintenance of security equipment and systems; 
9. inspection, control, and monitoring techniques, and  
10. methods of physical searches of persons, personal effects, baggage, cargo, and ship’s stores. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

 A High School diploma, with 3 years experience in Security Officer field. 
  Must possess a valid driver’s license. 
 Computer literate. 
 Knowledge of Laws & regulations 
 Working Knowledge of public safety 
 Security operation & procedures 

 
Skills/Competencies: 

 Ability to work independently. 
 Team oriented, ethical, and punctual (On Call) 
 Good communication skills 
 Strong reporting skills  
 

Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 
 
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, valid police 
report, name and phone number of two(2) previous employers. 

Email to: 
jobapplications@portofbelize.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday, February 13, 2023. 


