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The Opposition was pleased 
to attend the Government’s 
Medium Term Development 
Strategy Launch on Monday.

In stark contrast to the 
political speeches of figment 
made by the Prime Minister and 
his Ministers far removed from 
the reality suffered by Belizeans, 
I most appreciated the sober and 
practical presentations from the 
CEO’s which made clear this 
launch is no celebration but a 
commitment to a strategic plan on 
which all stakeholders will work 
together to deliver.

There is so much work to be 
done in order to achieve the target 
benchmarks in the key areas.

The crisis of Citizen Security 
which has paralyzed the Nation, 
the crisis of a broken Health 
Care System that cannot treat 
its patients, the crisis of poverty 
exacerbated by hyper inflation, the 
crisis of corruption that continues 

to plague successive Governments 
most recently in immigration and 
most frighteningly the Police 
Department is the reality of 
Belize today.

The Opposition wishes the 
Government every success in 
bringing the Nation from a state 
of crisis in the aforementioned 
key areas with implementation of 
this Development Strategy.

We pledge the continued 
engagement of the Opposition 
as partner and most importantly 
the Constitutional oversight body 
that will fervently advocate on 
behalf of all citizens to ensure we 
get the desired results of a more 
inclusive, sustainable, safe and 
better Belize.

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow 
Leader of the Opposition 
UDP

Leader Of The Opposition 
Attends GOB’s Development 

Strategy

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow holding discussions during the session

Pleased to join with the 
women from the IBWPI to donate 
a reading room to Wesley Upper 
School in Mesopotamia.

Reading is a pivotal tool in 
the arsenal of life.

The more information you 
have the further you will go 
in life. Developing a love for 
reading is what allowed me to 
accomplish my most impossible 
dreams.

The more I read about the 
journey of others and how they 
accomplished their impossible 
dreams the more I was inspired 
and became convince that I could 
do anything, not withstanding 
that feeling of invincibility, in 
order to achieve anything you 
must know how to do it thus the 
information factor is crucial.

Reading also allows young 
minds to escape a day to day 
reality that may discourage 
them.

To this day I spend a lot 
of time reading about political 
Leaders in Belize, the region and 
the world. I read about public 
administration and policy to 
build my capacity and inform 
my advocacy on behalf of the 
Belizean people as Opposition 
Leader and the next Prime 
Minister of Belize.

It is my prayer that the 
students of Wesley Upper will 
make use of their reading room 
as they prepare themselves for the 
greatness that awaits them on the 
other side of dreams, hard work 
and sacrifice.

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow
Leader of the Opposition 
UDP

Mesop School Receives 
Reading Room

IBWPI donates reading room to Wesley Upper School in Mesopotamia
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TENDER 
Distribution Line Construction 
 

BEL invites tenders for Distribution Line Construction 
Countrywide for the year 2023 at the following locations:  
 

Corozal 
Orange Walk 
Belmopan  
Dangriga 
San Ignacio  

Punta Gorda 
Belize City and Ladyville 
San Pedro and Caye Caulker 
Independence and Placencia

The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and 
responsibilities of the contract, are available on BEL’s website 
at www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx 
 
Proposals will be accepted by email only and should include 
the subject found in the respective bid form.  
 
Submit bid via email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later 
than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 10, 2023.   
 

 
For more information or queries, send email to 

bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 
 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. 
 The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.  

Very shortly after the General 
Elections in November of 2021, 
a FAST company was formed to 
take over the paving of streets 
in Belmopan. And living up to 
their name, they have taken off 
with grand speed to pave streets 
in the capital city. There would 
be nothing but praises to speak 
about the company, had they 
been performing , however, the 
residents of Belmopan have been 
complaining loudly that the work 
being done is shoddy.

Within days of the chip and 
seal being put down, the streets 
are torn up. With the movement 
of a few vehicles, the underlying 
tar is exposed and within short 
order, the base becomes eroded 
and large pot holes begin to be 
created.

The most discouraging 
thing about what is happening is 
that the Area Representative for 
Belmopan, Oscar Mira, goes out 
of his way, on an almost daily 
basis, to post pictures of work 

being done. He is seen taking 
lonely walks on the streets, or 
simply posing in the middle of 
it, or, to boot, posing off on top 
of the heavy equipment. While 
he is doing this, he is turning a 
blind eye as to what is taking 
place. The reason for this must 
somehow be related to the fact 
that the FAST Company is owned 
by family members of the Area 
Representative.

The situation at Belmopan 
is concerning enough, but what 
is more worrying is that the 
FAST company has secured 
at least one other district to do 
work in. The company has also 
received a $666,000 contract to 
do work in the Toledo District. If 
the Belmopan experience is any 
measuring stick, there must be 
some careful supervision taken 
to ensure that the residents where 
the FAST company does work, do 
not suffer like those residents in 
Belmopan.

Potholes developing days after paving

Chip and Steal 
in Belmopan

A Belizean-American retiree, 
Emily Joy Quyle, 86, died in San 
Pedro, Ambergris Caye after a lift 
she was using failed and it came 
crashing down. 

On Friday, January 20, the 
senior citizen was using a lift 
that is attached to the outside 
of the Serenity Shores Resort to 
move from the fourth floor to the 
first floor when the lifting cable 
gave way and the lift tumbled 
to the ground. Quyle suffered 
multiple body injuries and on 
Wednesday, January 25, a post 

mortem examination concluded 
the cause of death due to multiple 
organ failure due to subdural 
cerebellum and bilateral lungs 
hemorrhage due to multiple 
trauma.

The lift did not have any 
breaking mechanism to stop it 
from falling in the event that the 
cable brakes. 

News 5 has reported that the 
resort had not gotten approval 
from relevant authorities to install 
the lift. 

Crashing Lift 
Claims life of 
Senior Citizen

Four year old, Jaybeen 
Alvarez, lost his life on Monday 
night, January 20 when his father 

was driving on the Valley of 
Peace Road in the Cayo District 
and lost control of the vehicle he 
was in. 

Sometime around 7:30p.m., 
the toddler was in the company of 
his father, Besi Alvarez, heading 
back from Valley of Peace 
towards Roaring Creek Village 
when the lights of an oncoming 
vehicle temporarily blinded him 
causing him to run off the road in 
the pickup truck he was driving. 
While Besi was unhurt as the 
vehicle overturned, the child 
sustained major injuries and died 
as a result of the accident.

Police who responded to the 
scene detained Alvarez and in the 
process he bit one of the officer on 
one of his fingers. He nonetheless 
was detained pending charges. 

Toddler Dies In 
Traffic Accident

Jaybeen Alvarez
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TENDER 
Line Surveying and Staking 
 

BEL invites tenders for Line Surveying and Staking Countrywide at 
the following locations:  
 

Corozal 
Orange Walk 
Belmopan  
Dangriga 
San Ignacio  

Punta Gorda 
Belize City and Ladyville 
San Pedro and Caye Caulker 
Independence and Placencia 

The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and 
responsibilities of the contract, are available on BEL’s website at 
www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx 
 
Bidders are invited to a pre-bid virtual meeting at 9:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, February 7, 2023. To gain access to the meeting link, 
send an email to bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz with the subject 
“Bid #2022-786 Line Surveying and Staking Countrywide”. 
 
Bidders will be required to submit a fixed price quotation to perform 
the services and provide all equipment and materials listed. 
 
Submit bid via email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 10, 2023.   
 

For more information or queries, send email to 
bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 

 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. 
 The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.  

 

TENDER 
Streetlight Maintenance 
 

BEL invites tenders for Streetlight Maintenance for the period 2023 
to 2025 at the following locations: 
 

Corozal 
Orange Walk 
Punta Gorda 

 
The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and 
responsibilities of the contract, are available on BEL’s website at 
www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx 
 

Bidders are invited to attend a Virtual Pre-bid Meeting at 2:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, February 14, 2023. To express interest in attending 
the meeting and to gain access to the meeting link, send an email 
to bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz with the subject “Streetlight 
Maintenance 2023 - 2025” no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
February 10, 2023.  
 
Proposals will be accepted by email only and should include the 
subject found in the respective bid form.  
 
Submit bids by email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 17, 2023. 
 

For more information or queries, send email to 
bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 

 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. 
 The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.  

Multiple reports to the 
Guardian Newspaper suggests 
that staff at the Karl Heusner 
Memorial Hospital (KHMH) 
are urging patients to take to 
Facebook to complain about 
the critical shortage of supplies 
that the hospital is facing. One 
patient told us that he was part of 
a meeting with other patients and 
some staffers at the healthcare 
institution who pooled them 
together to tell them that in order 
to get better service they needed 
to take to Facebook.

The urging was one to have 
the general public become more 
aware that critical supplies are 
lacking at the institution. One 
caller to Wave Radio’s “Fus 
Ting Dah Mawnin,” explained 
that he sustained an injury to 
one of his feet. When he sought 
attention at the KHMH he was 
made to immediately pay for 
x-ray services before it was 
provided to him. After he did so 
and received his results, he was 
informed that he had fractured his 
foot and it was in need of a cast. 
The caller stated that numerous 
attempts were made to cast his 
foot however the material used 

simply broke off because it was 
too old. He added that it was 
not until a thorough search at 
the hospital took place that a 
cast which actually worked was 
located and he got the service he 
needed.

Another woman reported 
to the Guardian that similarly, 
she broke one of her arms and 
when the staff at the hospital 
attempted to cast it, the material 
simply did not hold and kept 
falling off. Yet another patient 
told us that he was in need of a 
catheter to drain his bladder as 
he was suffering from a prostate  
condition but the hospital did not 
have any available. He said he 
had to source the supply outside 
of the institution before he could 
get any attention.

It is of note that it has been 
almost six months since the 
Minister of Health, Kevin Bernard 
had promised that the situation 
would be normalized but still 
there is no relief in sight. 

The situation is not isolated 
to the KHMH, the critical 
shortages are being reported at 
public healthcare facilities across 
the country.

Critical Shortages 
at KHMH

-Staff Urge Patients To Take 
To Social Media

Basic items like cast materials are not available

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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Mutiny at Benque Viejo Town Council

The Mayor of Benque Viejo, 
Jorge Rosales, is at odds with three 
of his councilors over a proposed 
land expansion, which according 
to him, is being undertaken by the 
Ministry of Local Government. 
The councilors are openly 
defying the expansion and are 
now directly challenging the 
mayor on the matter.

In a Facebook post, one of the 
councilors, Vania Garcia stated 

that, as translated from Spanish 
to English, “it was a shame 
and pitiful that this man (the 
Mayor) cannot handle the town of 
Benque and is now attempting to 
expand the boundaries to take it 
to the back part of Succotz! He is 
doing this without consultations, 
arbitrarily. What does he want to 
achieve with this? Chapel Hill, 
Hills of Promise, the Border Area 
are all abandoned and filled with 

garbage at every corner, what else 
does he want?”

The Mayor has lashed back 
against the councilors stating that 
all those councilors who are now 
opposing the expansion actually 
signed on to a resolution from as 
far back as April of last year in 
which they were all supporting 
the expansion. 

The rift between the Mayor 
and the councilors has become so 
blatant that three of the councilors 
have decided to form what appears 
to be a council within a council 
complete with their own logo. 

While the great divide now 
exists in the council, also waging 
war of sorts on the proposal is the 

village of Succotz, part of which 
is being assimilated into the 
town. The resident of that village 
held a community meeting on 
Saturday, January 21, in which 
they minced no words and stated 
that they would be fighting for 
their boundaries to be respected. 
They claimed to be organizing a 
petition to take to Belmopan to 
reject any expansion that would 
make their village smaller.

As for the rift in the council, 
it appears that it is a long standing 
and ongoing one where decisions 
by the Mayor are always opposed 
by the three councilors. 

Jorge Rosales

Post by Vania Garcia berates Mayor Rosales

On December 21 2022, 
the Joint Unions put out a 
release in which it stated that the 
Government has denied them 
numerous requests relating to 
the salary cut and freezing of 
increments which they have 

been under since the PUP 
administration took office.

The release stated that a 
proposed insurance scheme 
for public officers was denied. 
Also denied was the restoration 
of increments. Added to that 

is that any compensation to 
public officers for their frozen 
increments was also denied. 
The request to revert to having 
Permanent Secretaries to head 
Government Ministries was 
also denied. A timeline for the 
closure of a Collective Bargaining 
Agreement (CBA) between the 
Government of Belize and the 
Joint Unions was not agreed to. 
Finally a timeline for signing a 

CBA between Belize Agriculture 
Health Authority (BAHA)and the 
Public Service Union (PSU) was 
not agreed to.

It is under this mass failure 
on the part of the unions to get 
any of their demands met, that the 
PSU has begun rounds to meet 
with its membership. The first 
meeting is scheduled for January 
31. Not surprisingly, the topics 
up for discussion are the very 

PSU Meets With Membership on Salary Freeze

Meeting to be held in Caye Caulker and San Pedro
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Police are investigating a 
shooting incident which took 
place in Yo Creek Village in the 
Orange Walk District on Sunday 
January 22. Sometime around 
10:30, a group of four men were 
in front of a store in the village 
socializing when two men drove 
past on a motorcycle. One of the 
men opened fire on the gathering 

hitting four of the men. 38-
year-old Eufemio Garcia died 
after receiving multiple gunshot 
wounds. Injured were Pedro 
Garcia, Brandon Garcia, Alder 
Valencia. 

This is the second instance 
that Eufemio has been targeted. In 
October of last year he was shot 
to the back in a home invasion

Eufemio Garcia

One Man Dead
and Three Injured in 

Village Shooting

Police are trying to determine 
the identity of human remains 
found in the Port Loyola Area of 
Belize City on Monday, January 
23. Police received information 
of a shallow grave in an area near 
the Port of Belize. They were 
deployed and after conducting 
searches, sometime around 3 
p.m. they found the skeletal 
remains in a shallow grave. While 
conducting their searches, police 
also found a green camouflage 

shirt and a pair of black jeans.  
The remains were taken 

to  the  Nat iona l  Forens ic 
Science Laboratory for further 
investigations. Currently there 
are at least three young men 
who have been reported missing 
in recent weeks in Belize City. 
Police will be seeking to match 
the remains with these men, Kyle 
Latchman, Akeem Augustine and 
Chris Sosa. 

Human Remains 
Found In Port

The remains were found in a shallow grave

A man ki l led  h imself 
while detained at the San Pedro 
police station. Police report 
that sometime around 3:05a.m. 
they arrested 30 year old Eric 
Gutierrez for harm which he 
caused on his ex-common-law-
wife. He was placed in a cell 
block and shortly after him being 
placed in the cell, other prisoners 

began to make noise to attract the 
attention of the police officers on 
duty. When they checked on the 
situation they found Gutierrez 
hanging from the bars on the 
iron partition of the cell. He had 
a white shirt wrapped around his 
neck and was apparently dead. 
Efforts to resuscitate him were 
futile.

Man Commits 
Suicide While In 
Police Detention

Eric Gutierrez

On Friday, January 20, 2023, 
police formally arrested and 
charged Edward Moraga and 
Winfield Mortis for the murder 
of San Pedro businessman, Elvis 
Polanco, which occurred in San 
Pedro on November 19th, 2022

The men, 33 year old 
Winfield Mortis, a police officer 
who is on interdiction and 25 year 
old Roaring Creek fisherman, 
Edward Moraga were taken to 
Belize City Magistrate’s court 
on Monday, January 23 where 
they were read the charges of 
1 count of  murder and 1 count 
for robbery. No plea was taken 
and they were remanded to the 
Hattieville Prison.

Charges against the men 

came after ballistic tests were run 
on samples that had been taken 
from the policeman’s license 
firearm which were matched 
with slugs taken from the crime 
scene. 

The two men were security 
officers working for Polanco 
at the time of the murder. They 
allegedly waited as the 43 year 
old, was going home in the early 
morning hours in a golf cart in the 
company of his wife when they 
came under attack. The assailants 
0shot and killed Polanco and 
injured his wife. The thieves then 
made off with 11 thousand dollars 
which Polanco’s wife had in her 
possession.

Two men Arrested in 
Killing of San Pedro 

Businessman

Winfield Mortis Edward Moranga
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Peacework Belize along 
with the Government of Taiwan 
through the  In terna t ional 
Cooperation and Development 
Fund (ICDF) has launched a 
program to train women between 
the ages of 18 and 30 in life 
skills. 

The program wil l  see 
participants receive training 

in Entrepreneurship, Financial 
Literacy, Social Emotional 
Learning, Cake Making and 
Decoration, Jewelry Making 
and Sewing. It is an intensive 8 
weeks of courses the participants 
will undergo where they attend 
workshops on the specific areas 
for 8 consecutive Saturdays 
between the hours 8:30a.m. to 

2:30p.m. Another component 
to the training is a mentoring 
segment which will follow to 
provide support and guidance to 
ensure the success of the women 
participants. 

During the launch on Friday, 
January 20, the welcome address 
was delivered by Executive 
Director of Peacework Belize, 
Dr Carol Babb. Keynote Speaker 
was Daisy Wang, First Secretary 

at the Taiwan Embasy in Belize. 
Other speakers included, Ronelli 
Requena, founder and owner of 
Zayvha Sarai Limited, Amira 
Correa-Pelayo, owner and founder 
of Sangria Mia. Invocation was 
done by Darren Leal, Deputy 
Chief Finance Officer of Holy 
Redeemer Credit Union (HRCU), 
and the Vote of Thanks was 
delivered by Patrick Flowers, a 
Director of Peacework Belize.   

Empowered and Resilient 
Women Training Launched

Dr. Carol Babb (Center) Daisy Wang (second from right)

Attendees at opening ceremonies
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I  tune in every morning to 
East Radio to catch the talk show 
on Wave.  The hosts are both 
informative and engaging with 
callers.

 One common concern of 
all callers to the show is the 

massive level of incompetence 
and corruption within this PUP 
Administration. This past week 
all Cabinet Ministers were again 
treated to another all-expense 
paid retreat at a high-class 
resort to “better improve” the 
services available to the Belizean 
people. 

The Tiger went Tiger
 They did not have to 

waste $150,000 on that!  They 
could have easily mitigated the 
economic hardship on Belizeans 
with 4 easy steps. They could 
reinstate the non-partisan “Boost” 
and Pantry programs. They could 
restore the help for students and 
their families with the universal 
$300 tuition grant for first and 
second formers.

They could s tock our 
hospitals with sufficient and 
adequate medication and medical 
equipment, and compensate the 
brave doctors and nurses with 
their back-pay and overtime, 
Juan Antonio! Then promptly 
reinstate the frozen increments 
to all teachers and public officers, 
except some lawmen.

 In earlier times, we had 
Sgt.“ Tablada” who kept juvenile 
delinquency completely in check. 
Today we have “Hablada”  as 
Commissioner.  Sad to say, 
but Williams is unfit for law 
enforcement. He has risen to his 
level of incompetence and must 
be replaced if we want to get 
crime under control,  so stop the 
talk and walk the walk!

 Truth be told, all Ministers 
and their minions are primarily 
focused on how to enrich 
themselves: bar none! Some 
have gotten so obese; they have to 
rotate their entire bodies to look 
sideways! Hard to believe, but this 
is the most corrupt Government 
ever. They have easily outpaced 
the Musa Administration by far.  

In the late nineties, there was 
a show in the United States called 
“Siegfried & Roy”, where two 
males performed on stage with 
tigers and lions.  In 2003 when 
Roy put his head in the mouth 
of one of their tigers, it fatally 
attacked the performer.

The headlines the following 
day said that the tiger went crazy, 
to which comedian Chris Rock 
responded, “no, the tiger did not 
go crazy, the tiger went tiger”.

 I do not know how many 
voters fell for the crap that the 
People’s United Party was a 
reformed party in 2020.

 The PUP is a corrupt 
organization in politics and 
anyone who believes otherwise 
needs to realize that the PUP 
did not go corrupt just recently, 
corruption is its creed.  

By Rudy Acosta

U.S. Ambassador Michelle 
Kwan donated  equipment 
and supplies to the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness on 
Thursday providing lifesaving 
care to the Belizean public. The 
donation was made through 
the U.S. Southern Command 
(SOUTHCOM) Humanitarian 
Assistance Program, coordinated 
by the U.S. Embassy Security 
Cooperation Office.

At the afternoon ceremony 
at Western Regional Hospital, 
Ambassador Kwan donated 
three oxygen generators and 
medical equipment valued at 
USD $678,000 to the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness, which 
will support Belize in rendering 
essential lifesaving care. This 
USD $678,000 donation to the 
Ministry will include three state-
of-the-art oxygen generators 
that will provide Belize with a 
long-term sustainable solution 
to support the country’s medical 
oxygen needs. The oxygen 
generators will be distributed 
to the Northern, Western, and 
Southern Health Regions.  The 
donation will also contain 16 
hospital beds and hundreds of 
medical equipment items. 

S ince  2021 ,  the  U.S . 
Southern Command Humanitarian 
Assistance Program has donated 
ventilators, a mobile field 
hospital, medical services, and 
supplies worth over USD $3.5M 
to the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness. 

“Belize celebrates [the] 
continued partnership that Belize 
shares with the U.S. and people,” 
said the Minister. 

Dr. Julio Sabido, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness also 
joined us at the brief ceremony, 
stating that some of the items will 
be used in surgical procedures at 
medical facilities across Belize. 

The items donated were 
carefully requested by each 
Health Region, to which the 
U.S. Department of Defense had 
responded.  

Since her arrival, U.S. 
Ambassador Michelle Kwan 
has been involved in numerous 
activities benefiting Belize. On 
Thursday U.S. Ambassador 
Michelle Kwan committed to “…
continue our valuable partnership 
with the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness.”

United States 
Provides 

Humanitarian 
Assistance to Belize

Donation made through U.S. SOUTHCOM Humanitarian Assistance Program
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B el i ze ’s  G o ld  M ed a l 
winning robotics team hailing 
from Belize Elementary High 
School (BEHS) is gearing up for 
yet another competition where 
it will represent Belize. The 
team representing the country 
under the name STEAM Belize 
will be travelling to Oklahoma 
between April 5 to 8 where they 
will compete against teams from 
around the world. 

Belize has already started 
off the 2023 robotics season with 
an impressive placing of 12th in 
the RoboCo 2023 competition 
where the team went up against 
26 other countries in a virtual 
competition on January 7.

W h e n  t h e  G u a r d i a n 
Newspaper visited BEHS on 
a Saturday, we found team 
Belize already preparing for 
the competition. The school’s 
principal, Jamilee Usher told 

us that Belize’s participation 
in robotics is as a result of a 
partnership with Gene Haas 
Foundation with whom the school 
is registered paying a subscription 
fee and in exchange receiving 
all the necessary components 
including hardware, sensors and 
motor as well as software in order 
to assemble unique robots. 

Team Belize is headed by 
Jaden Chen and is complimented 
by other team members, Nga Kei 
Choi, Benny He, Justin Zhou, 
Ray Wu, Alaine Ayon Perdomo, 
Sebastian Garcia Shagoury, 
Tristian Paul Bradley, Karii 
Ghia Domingo, Alexander Omar 
Usher, Lia Ixchel Hunt, Givanya 
Anida Tesucum, Victoria Quan, 
Kamryn Vaccaro, Uday Tilwani, 
Jamie Usher, Godfrey Sosa, Ray 
Liang, Gustavo Carrillo and Luis 
Silva.

Belize’s Robotics Champions 
Gear Up for Another Challenge

Team members dedicate Saturdays to construct their robots
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The Belmopan Publ ic 
Library, on Mot Mot Lane, 
continues with a successful chess 
tournament.  Carlisle Derrick 
Barrow began his chess program 
some three years ago.

It all began with the efforts 
of U.S. citizen and veteran Harley 
Snider, who saw the importance 
of developing sharp minds. 

“It’s been growing ever 
since,” says Carlisle Derrick 
Barrow, who regularly takes out 
$75.00 from his salary to cover 
the chess tournament’s first and 
second prizes. 

The chess tournament is 
every 15th of the month at the 

Belmopan Public Library 
holds Chess Tournament

Carlisle Derrick Barrow

Just before the Christmas 
Holidays, 2022, the Sand Pedro 
Town Council came up with the 
brilliant idea to construct a water 
slide in the sea. It is not certain 
how much money was spent on 
the construction but it must have 
cost a pretty penny. Even with 
the expense, the structure was 
less than impressive and did not 
attract much fanfare. 

Well, no sooner than it had 
been constructed than it had 
tumbled down into the sea. The 
council did not even have time 
to declare the slide open before it 

simply tumbled down into the sea. 
Outside the fact that quite a lot of 
money was spent on the structure, 
the council has not even had the 
decency to clear up the debris that 
was left after the mighty big fall. 
A large piece of plastic is now 
left in the sea, causing a safety 
and environmental hazard not to 
mention an eye sore on the island. 
To this, the town council remains 
completely oblivious. We wonder 
what the Ministry of the Blue 
Economy has to say about such 
a disaster right in epicenter of the 
Blue Economy.   

Belmopan Public Library, which 
forms part of the Belize National 
Library Service and Information 
System. Moon Clusters, a business 
in the neighborhood of Mot Mot 
Street, fills in with the third 
prize for the chess tournament 
winners. 

Carlisle Barrow will also 
soon begin to do an outreach in 
Saint Mathews and Blackman 
Eddy to encourage patrons to the 
limitless power of reading. 

“We encourage kids to read 
and stop using gadgets,” he 
says, having been an Assistant 
Librarian for the past 22 years.

San Pedro Water Slide 
Slides Into the Sea

The water slide was poorly constructed

The Guardian Newspaper is 
in possession of a letter written 
a few days ago to personnel of 
a security company in which the 
management asks the staff to 
hold off on receiving the increase 
of minimum wage to $5.00. In 

the letter the company states 
that, “management understands 
that the increase in minimum 
wages, therefore asks employees’ 
cooperation in continuing to 
work under the present rates for 
a grace period of one month. 

While Management discuss  and 
negotiate a security rate increase 
with the clients/customers.”

The letter then ends in a 
gloomy picture noting that, “if the 
client/customers do not cooperate 
or agree on the matters that is up 
for discussion, the company has 
no other choice to discontinue 
security service and will need to 
close down our company.”

The minimum wage increase 
represents a 52% increase in 
earnings for persons who were 
being paid the minimum wage 
which was at $3.30 per hour. 

The Briceno unilaterally 
implemented the increase in one 
fell swoop despite opposition 
from the business community 
who would have preferred it to 
have been phased in. 

Security Company 
Pleads With 

Employees To Hold 
Off On Minimum 
Wage Increase The Guardian online 

at www.guardian.bz
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Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Operations Department. In the Port’s 
continued effort to promote diversity both males/females are encouraged to apply for the available post. 

TEMPORARY TOWHEAD OPERATOR 
Reports to: Operations Manager  

summary of Responsibilities: The primary duties of the Towhead Operator are to safely operate and maneuver towhead truck and 
chassis around the container yard and pier, safely transporting containers (20’, 40’ 45’) and flat racks with out-of-gauge (OOG) cargo. 

Job Responsibilities: 

He/she is responsible for to safely drive within the facility and abide by PBL speed limits and safety measures put in place. In house 
training will be provided.  

 Check, fuel and service Towheads before commencement of vessel  
 Prompt reporting of all faults to the Cargo Operations Manager in order for him to put in a work order to the 

Mechanical Manager for repairs. 
 Daily equipment inspection per Checklist, servicing and all preventative maintenance of the equipment as assigned 
 Maintain and update the Container Stacker Logbook with all required relevant information including engine hours / 

mileage, repairs and maintenance.  
 Position and fuel equipment (both stacker and towheads) at allocated time as coordinated with Technical Dept.  
 Operate towheads to facilitate loading and unloading of container/bulk vessels from Pierhead to yard and vice versa. 
 Assist with stripping of containers at the warehouse as required 
 Report all accidents and damage incidents immediately to the Operations Supervisor on Duty. Take pictures of the 

accident scene in order to assist with the investigation. 
 Actively multi-skill in order to have ability to operate other PBL equipment including vehicles, towheads, forklifts and 

ultimately stackers. 
 Wearing proper PPE at all times, and report any safety non-compliance issues to the Operations Foreman. 
 At the end of operations ensure the towheads are parked in its designated area as assigned. 
 Any other duties of a related nature assigned from time to time. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

 High School Diploma 
 Minimum five (5) years’ experience working as a heavy equipment Operator  
 Experience operating container handling equipment such as forklift, container stackers and/or Crane Operator 

certification would be an asset 
 A valid class E (All) driver’s license 

 
Skills/Competencies: 

 Able to work as a team 
 Ethical 
 Ability to work independently  
 Able to work flexible hours 
 Proactive in identifying operational improvements and addressing operational emergencies 
 Computer literate 

 
Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure).  
 
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, valid 
police report, vaccination card, name and phone number of two (2) previous employers. 
 

Applications should be emailed to: jobapplication@portofbelize.com 
Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, February 3rd, 2023  

VACANCY:JOB OPPORTUNITY 
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Privacy may sound like a great 

idea for your current love life -- and 
that’s okay! Venus enters your hidden 
12th house on Thursday, where she’ll 
offer you a cozy blanket of seclusion. 
You and a sweetheart might be ready 
to unplug from the rest of the world 
and go on your own little couple’s 
retreat. It could be quite restorative 
for your relationship! If you’re single, 
you might meet someone at a spiritual 
retreat or while you’re visiting a friend 
or relative in a hospital or similar 
facility. A surprisingly fun blind date 
might also lead to your next great love. 
Be open to the possibilities!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
You’ve got spectacular social 

energy coming your way! You’ve got 
friendly Venus to thank for that, as 
she’ll start partying in your 11th House 
of Friends and Groups on Thursday. 
With the planet of love and pleasure 
here, you’ll experience greater joy 
during social engagements. Single? 
Keep your eyes open for someone 
potentially quite special at a party or 
while out with your friends. Since 
the 11th house is also connected to 
technology, this is your time to check 
out the latest dating app or consider 
hiring a private matchmaker. If you’re 
already in a relationship, then you and 
your sweetheart could be out and about 
much more than usual over the next 
few weeks.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You’re bringing sexy back in a 

big way, Gemini! This week, you’re 
capable of indulging in bold sensuality, 
particularly since Mars is fully direct 
in your sign. While the warrior planet 
was retrograde, you may have felt 
like the wind was pulled out of your 
sails. Desire and passion might have 
temporarily waned for you as well. 
Fortunately, with Venus entering your 
determined 10th house and Mars back 
on track, so your libido gets a cosmic 
kick-start. In fact, on Sunday, the Sun 
will make a gorgeous trine to Mars, 
helping you create the kind of romance 
you once thought was reserved for 
your wildest dreams.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
You’ve got grand plans when 

it comes to your love life! Venus 
enters your 9th House of Expansion 
on Thursday -- suddenly, you might 
realize that the glass is not half full 
or half empty in matters of the heart. 
In fact, the glass is overflowing with 
bountiful romance! You should not 
allow yourself to be limited any 
longer. Restrictions connected to your 
beliefs and expectations are about to 
be checked at the door. Once you free 
yourself from unhelpful mental blocks, 
the romantic floodgates are almost 
certain to fling wide open. Don’t be 
surprised if you become a love magnet 
thanks to your newfound perspective. 

Confidence is highly attractive.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
Your run of  spectacular 

relationship energy continues, 
although it will shift focus slightly by 
Thursday. Until then, Venus is still in 
your partnership sector, supporting 
harmony between you and your mate. 
Once Venus enters your 8th House of 
Transformation on Thursday, however, 
matters of the heart could get deep. 
A current partnership might become 
more intense as long as the two of 
you are willing to be more vulnerable 
and open with each other. If single, 
you could meet someone new who 
is extremely mysterious and prefers 
to fly under the radar. You may feel 
captivated -- the more this person plays 
hard to get, the more you might crave 
this connection.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Happy potential is showering 

down onto your current love life, 
regardless of your specific situation. 
Effervescent Venus enters your 
partnership sector on Thursday and 
remains here until February 20. This 
might be a time when you and your 
sweetheart decide to enhance the 
commitment you have to each other in 
some way. This could be anything from 
taking your relationship exclusive, 
moving in together, getting engaged, 
or even married! If single, you have 
glorious prospects to support meeting 
someone who has every intention of 
developing a genuine connection with 
you. Reflecting on how valued you are 
by a loved one can help you feel truly 
blessed in matters of the heart.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
The most romantic qualities in 

the world to you at the moment are 
likely reciprocity and balance. This 
week, your desire for them rises to a 
whole new level when Venus enters 
your 6th house. You’re already fluent in 
giving love by doing things for others, 
but with appreciative Venus in your 
work and service sector, you could start 
to feel more reciprocity by others in this 
area. That will be a welcome change! 
If you’re totally single, you may meet 
someone exciting in the healthcare or 
fitness industry. You might also find 
out that one of your favorite colleagues 
wants to take you out on a date.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Your romantic possibilities are 

about to open up in the most fairytale, 
“dream come true” way! Venus enters 
your true love sector and ephemeral 
Pisces on Thursday. The more open 
you can be about trusting your intuition 
in matters of the heart, the more likely 
you are to find exactly what you’re 
looking for. Having faith in your 
potential to attract love or to enhance 
your present love connection will make 
all the difference! Remember that you 
don’t have to sacrifice everything in 

the name of love. At the same time, 
sometimes love really can conquer 
all. Whether to let go or hold on is up 
to you.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You and your sweetheart could 

be about to discover that you’re more 
aligned than ever when it comes to 
family values. In fact, if you haven’t 
always been on the same page in this 
department, this week you could make 
great strides toward learning how to 
meet each other in the middle. Making 
compromises in any decision that has 
to do with family dynamics -- or even a 
living situation -- should be much easier 
over the next few weeks. For those 
currently single, don’t be surprised if 
you meet someone through a family 
member. If a relative offers to set you 
up, or if you connect with someone 
through real estate, at least consider 
accepting any propositions!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
This could turn into a very sexy 

week for you and your partner, thanks 
to some scintillating -- and erotic -- 
conversation you’ll potentially share. 
You might send sexy and suggestive 
text messages to each other during the 
week to build up romantic suspense for 
when you’re finally able to have some 
romantic time together. If that doesn’t 
seem realistic, perhaps you can have a 
direct conversation about something the 
two of you need to hash out. Whatever 
it is, you’ll probably be more turned on 
than usual by your partner’s ability to 
communicate. Single? You could meet 
someone new who moves into your 

Your Horoscope neighborhood. Online dating should 
also be more successful than usual.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Loving yourself isn’t a bad thing -- 
especially not right now! Appreciating 
what you can offer in a relationship 
will allow you to have a more fulfilling 
experience in your love life. Venus 
moves into your 2nd House of Self-
Worth on Thursday. This placement 
supports a greater level of confidence 
and personal valuation -- but in a healthy 
way, not an arrogant or overinflated 
way. As a result, you may come across 
as more attractive to others because you 
exude a vibe of healthy self-love and 
respect. If you’re partnered, your mate 
might be inspired to show all the ways 
they value you. Single Aquarians could 
meet someone who is lavish genuine 
praise. Don’t be afraid of sweetness!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
This week, your love life may go 

from invisible and possibly even non-
existent to breathtakingly beautiful. If 
you haven’t felt seen and heard by your 
lover, all of that could change once 
Venus enters your sign on Thursday. 
You can certainly take center stage 
when it comes to alluring energy and 
romantic potential. Your partner might 
feel particularly inspired to be much 
more vocal and affectionate, thanks to 
loving Venus. It could also be due to 
others noticing your vibrant presence 
-- a current lover may feel the need to 
ensure they deserve your heart! Single? 
Just keep doing you. Eventually, it will 
magnetize the right person your way.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that Glen alfred 
Salazar is applying for a new Beer License for 2023-24,  to be 
operated at Salazar Barber Shop located in the Young Bank Area, 
Camalote Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2011, 
Byron de Jesus Trigueros, is applying for the renewal of a Publican 
Special Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “roos 
restaurant and Bar”, located in Bella Vista Village, Stann Creek 
District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2011, anna Salam, is applying for the renewal of a Publican Special 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “The ranch on the 
Curve Bar and Grill”, Silk Grass Village, Stann Creek District.

notice is hereby given that under the intoxicating Liquor License 
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2011, 
“Leroy nembhard” is applying for the renewal of Publican Special 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Kalifornia restaurant 
and Bar” located in George Town Village, Stann Creek District.

Liquor License Notice
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Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Operations Department. In the Port ’s 
continued effort to promote diversity both males/females are encouraged to apply for the available post. 

TEMPORARY CRANE OPERATOR 
Reports to: Operations Manager  

Summary of Responsibilities: The Crane Operator reports to the Cargo Operations Manager (COM). He/she works on a roster 
determined by the vessel schedule and berthing plan. He/she are responsible to safely load/unload cargo ships that are berthed at the 
pierhead. In house training and mentorship will be provided as required.  
 

Job Responsibilities:  
 Operate PBL Mobile Harbor Cranes (MHC) at the Pierhead to facilitate the unloading and loading of container/cargo 

vessels in a safe and efficient manner.  
 Operate ‘Dragline Crane’ as needs arise and directed by Supervisor/Manager 
 Assist in operating any other PBL equipment/vehicles when needed and operations/driving duties that may arise from 

time to time. 
 Daily equipment inspection per Checklist, servicing and all preventative maintenance of the equipment as assigned. 
 Maintain and update the MHC Logbook with all required relevant information including engine hours / mileage, service 

and repairs and maintenance.  
 Prompt reporting of all faults to the Operations Foreman in order for him to put in a work order to the Mechanical 

Manager for repairs. 
 He/she shall conduct a pre-operation check and test run of the crane to ensure that it is ready and fit for work.   
 Responsible for the upkeep of the equipment by assisting with minor maintenance from time to time. 
 Assist with refueling the mobile harbor crane (MHC) in preparation for the next operation and park the MHC in the 

designated area as directed by the Operations Foreman. 
 Report all accidents, damage incidents and performance issues immediately to the Operations Foreman on duty. 
 Actively multi-skill in order to have ability to operate other PBL equipment including towheads, forklifts, vehicles etc. 
 Any other duties and functions, of a related nature that may be assigned from time to time. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

 High School Diploma 
 Minimum five (5) years’ experience working as a heavy equipment Operator; Crane Operator certification would be an 

asset 
 A valid class E (All) driver’s license 

 
Skills/Competencies: 

 Able to work as a team 
 Ethical 
 Ability to work independently  
 Able to work flexible hours 
 Supervisory and leadership skills required 
 Proactive in addressing Operational emergencies 
 Computer literate 

 
 Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure).  
 
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, valid 
police report, vaccination card, name and phone number of two (2) previous employers. 
 

Applications should be emailed to: jobapplication@portofbelize.com 
Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, February 3rd, 2023 

VACANCY:JOB OPPORTUNITY 


