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Police are beginning to look 
into a report concerning a home 
invasion which took place in the 
Maya Mopan Area of Belmopan 
on October 14, 2022 which netted 
the thieves a quarter of a million 
dollars in cash. 

In a police report leaked to 
the media via unofficial channels, 
the information was made public. 
The report states that on Thursday, 
December 29, 2022, 80-year-old 
Candido Martinez, a farmer of 
Lamux Street, Maya Mopan, 
Belmopan City, reported that on 
Thursday the 14th of October, 
2022, at about 7:30p.m., he and 
his brother, 75-year-old Sergio 

Everaldo Perez, were victims 
of a home invasion. Martinez 
told police that while he was 
lying in a hammock, five men of 
Hispanic descent entered their 
home through the back door. The 
elderly man says he recognized 
four of the five men.  

In his report, Martinez 
stated that one of the men was 
accompanied by his son who 
is a police officer stationed in 
Roaring Creek Village. In the 
report, both the names of these 
men were disclosed. Martinez 
also recognized another man by 
name and the fourth he recognized 
as a police officer stationed in the 

Valley of Peace area. 
According to Martinez the 

men, who wore military type 
attire, entered the home and 
tied both him and his brother’s 
hands behind them. They were 
then placed to lie on the ground 
while one of the police officers 
placed a gun to Martinez’s right 
ear. The men then asked where 
the money was. Fearing for his 
life, Martinez pointed to a pile of 
clothing and a jacket under which 
there was a black duffel bag with 
red lining on it. When the thieves 
dug up under the clothes they 
retrieved the bag and emptied the 
contents in front of Martinez’s 
head. There were 100 stacks of 
cash each with $2,000 in $100 
denominations. There was an 
additional 50 stacks of $1,000 in 
$50 dollar denominations. 

After taking out the contents 
one of the men placed some of 
the money in his cargo pants 
pockets and the rest in a green bag 
which he took out from his pants 
pocket. Before leaving, the men 
threatened the elderly men that if 
they reported the incident to the 
police they would be killed . 

In an interview grated to 
Channel 5 news, Martinez said 
the money was his life savings 
earned through hard work in the 
Belmopan area over the course 
of decades. He said there was 
an additional 18 dollars which 
belonged to his brother. Martinez 
said he had the money which 

he intended to buy a piece of 
land. He explained that he had 
problems with the same men 
who came to his house also over 
a piece of land which he paid for 
but which ended up in one of the 
same assailant’s name. Asked 
why he did not deposit the money 
in the bank, Martinez said he 
had always known Belize to be 
a peaceful place and could have 
never imagined that he would 
have been robbed in his humble 
home. 

Notably the report was made 
almost a month and a half after 
the incident took place. That is 
because of the life threat that 
was placed on the elderly men 
who left the country almost 
immediately after the assault and 
did not return until weeks later. 

Commissioner of police 
told the media on Wednesday, 
January 11, that, “I can confirm 
that an official report was filed 
yesterday and police are currently 
investigating to verify if in fact 
the incident indeed happened. The 
persons named in the complaint 
are currently detained and are 
being interviewed. So far they 
are denying their involvement 
in any such crime. Nonetheless 
the investigators are conducting 
interviews with the neighborhood 
to verify certain information.”

Cops Rob Elderly Brothers Of 
A Quarter Of A Million Dollars

Candido Martinez and in the back Sergio Everaldo Perez
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At 12:57p.m. on Wednesday, 
January 11, 2023, the Guardian 
Newspaper posed the following 
question to the Commissioner of 
Police, Chester Williams:

“Good afternoon Compol. 
Would you care to comment 
on whether or not you spoke 
to Michelle Brown while she 
was in prison and she gave you 
hand written information which 
explicitly said that Nah was the 
shooter in the Fareed Ahmad 
killing?” 

Up to the time of publication, 
the Commissioner of Police has 
not yet answered the question. 

Our query was precipitated 
by explosive information which 
has landed on our desk which 
suggests that the Commissioner 
visited the prison once while 
Michelle Brown was on remand. 
At the time she had become 
despondent and did not eat 

meals for weeks on end. She had 
requested that the Commissioner 
visit her since she had crucial 
information to share with him.

That information, as we 
understand it was that Nah was 
the trigger man in the killing of 
Fareed Ahmad. The interaction 
allowed for Brown to make a 
written report which was taken by 
the Compol. It is presumed that in 
the contents of the report, Brown 
disclosed to the Commissioner 
that Nah had been the person who 
shot and killed Fareed Ahmad and 
she proclaimed her innocence. 

It is noteworthy that this and 
other information now coming 
forward would suggest that the 
police department was aware of 
the possible involvement of Nah 
in the killing of Ahmad but there 
was no real action taken against 
him.  

Did Commissioner 
of Police Know 

Nah Was Shooter in 
Ahmad’s Killing?

Chester Williams

Two police officers have 
been charged for Manslaughter in 
the death of 25-year-old Andrew 
McDougall of Santa Cruz Village, 
Stann Creek District. A third 
officer, a police woman was also 
charged for perverting the course 
of justice. 

The officers identified as 
John Carr Lucas and Jameel Lewis 
were charged for manslaughter.

The woman police officer is 
Tessa Stuart.

The charges were proffered 
after McDougall was lifted up 
and thrown into the pan of a 
police pickup truck on top of a 
bicycle causing him multiple 
injuries on December 4, 2022. 
The officers detained McDougall 
for smoking weed. In the course 
of his detention he informed the 

officers that he suffered from 
Hemophilia, a blood disorder that 
prevents blood clotting to take 
place normally. Even with that, 
the young man was held overnight 
and did not receive medical 
attention until the following day. 
McDougall died on December 23 
while receiving medical attention 
at the KHMH. 

The police woman was also 
charged after she approached 
bystanders and had them delete 
cell phone footage which captured 
the young man being abused. 
She pleaded not guilty and was 
offered bail in the sum of 1 
thousand dollars.

No plea was taken from the 
two other officers and they were 
remanded to prison until March 
27, 2023.

3 Cops charged 
in death of Police 
Brutality Victim

Andrew Mcdougall

Inflation Rate at 6.5%
The Statistical Institute of 

Belize has released its latest 
figures in the Consumer Price 
Index survey which in essence 
tracks the inflation rate that the 
country has undergone when 
compared to the previous year. 
The institution notes that the 
national inflation rate is at 6.5% 
on the cost of goods and services 
regularly purchased by Belizean 
households. 

While that is the average 
inflation rate, there are products 
that saw historic rates. When 
compared with the same time 
period in November of last year 
Rice went from $1.42 to $1.63 
representing a 14.8% increase. 
Flour went from $1.10 to $1.30 
or 18.2%, whole chicken went 
from $2.89 to $3.13 per pound 
or showing an 8.4% chicken. 
Chicken wings went from $5.18 

to $5.66 marking a 9.4% increase, 
meanwhile eggs went from $0.30 
to $0.38, a staggering 28.0% 
increase. Vegetable oil went 
from $4.48 to $6.09 showing 
a whopping 35.8% increase. 
Another record hike was recorded 
in Irish potatoes which went 
from $2.12 to $2.71 per pound, 
representing a 28.2% increase. 
The top increase was shown in 
premium fuel which went from 

$12.21 to $16.97 or a 39.0% 
increase. Regular fuel went from 
$11.94 to $13.37, being a 12.0% 
and deisel from $11.52 to $13.50 
or a 17.1% 

According to the SICB the 
‘Food’ subcategory alone had an 
inflation rate of 12 percent for the 
month of November. Meanwhile  
the ‘Transport’ category recorded 
an inflation rate of 16 percent. 
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                               VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
 
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) invites applicants 
for the functions of National Consultant to support the Gender Based Violence Training 
 
Duty station: Belize City 
 
Qualifications:  
Essential:  A Bachelor’s degree in a discipline related to public health, gender studies, social 
development, or related social science field. 
 
Desirable: Post graduate degree (Master level) in public health, gender studies, social development, 
or related social science field. 

Experience:  
Essential:  A minimum of 5 years of professional experience associated with the support, design, 

implementation, or management of public health and/or development activities.  
 
Skills: 
 Excellent understanding of the network of support services available to survivors of GBV in 

Belize.  
 Experience with training health sector staff essential, including familiarity with managing zoom-

based and face-to-face training situations. 
 Familiarity with response to health emergencies, including GBV.  
 Experience with strengthening health system responses to gender-based violence an asset, 

including familiarity with relevant tools and guidelines developed by PAHO/WHO. 
 Strong coordination, problem-solving and organizational skills.  
 Ability to work collaboratively (in person or virtually) with other team players 
 Excellent communication and interpersonal skills and sensitivity to political and cultural issues 
 Ability to meet deadlines 
 Strong professional oral and writing skills, including the development of reports, oral 

presentations, and technical/persuasive documents for consideration at the highest levels of the 
Organization. 

 Demonstrated ability to effectively use a computer and utilize software programs such as 
Microsoft Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, and Outlook.  Other IT skills and 
knowledge of other software programs for Statistical Analysis, Data Exploratory Analysis and 
Project Management would be an asset. 

 
Languages: Very good knowledge of English and working knowledge of Spanish 
 
Deadline: Letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, and two current letters of recommendation 

should be sent to blzmail@paho.org or to P.O. Box 1834, Belize City no later than 
January 26, 2023 

 
For further details visit our website https://www.paho.org/en/vacancies An interview will be held for 
this position and only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted.   

PAHO/WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form of 
tobacco. 
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Onion Producers are up 
in arms against the Ministry of 
Agriculture after this Ministry 
has given the go ahead for the 
importation of thousands of 
pounds of onions at the heights 
of harvesting in Belize. 

The importation is being 
done through the Belize Marketing 
Development Corporation which, 

ironically, is supposed to be a 
supporting mechanism to farmers 
in, as the name suggests, marketing 
locally produced agricultural 
products. This however is not the 
case and the farmers believe that 
through intentional moves there 
was no communication between 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
the producers. With this, the go-

ahead was given to the BMDC to 
import onions, forsaking the local 
production. 

Farmers in Northern Belize 
say that they started to reap onions 
two weeks before the Christmas 
Holidays and they were prepared 
to take these to market, however 
it was at this precise time that 
BMDC imported huge amounts 
of the vegetable. The farmers 
are now left to compete with 
imported onions thereby driving 
the price they fetch at the market. 
Farmers who had expected to 
receive 75 dollars for the bag 
of onions are now receiving far 
less, in the region of 60 dollars 
per bag.

The situation is a dire one for 
the producers who have to content 
with excessively high costs of 

fertilizers, agro chemicals, fuel 
and most recently cost of labor.

It is a major misstep by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and one 
that has been repeating itself time 
and again with other agricultural 
produce including carrots and 
potatoes. Similarly to what is 
happening with the onions, the 
Ministry of Agriculture forsakes 
the farmers and allows for the 
importation of these products 
despite the availability of it in 
country. 

As  for  the  BMDC, i t 
has become so profit driven 
that it could care less about 
marking local produce and is 
more concerned with importing 
cheap vegetables from Mexico 
and selling it at higher prices, 
competing with local producers.  

Agriculture Ministry Allows 
Onion Importation 

In Heights Of Local Production

Local Farmers suffering major losses as a result of onion imporation

A recent ly  publ ic ized 
Pharmaceutical Quality Assurance 
Report has been leaked to the 
media and in it the report finds 

that some medication being 
dispensed at two public hospitals 
are no good. In 7 instances the 
report looks at major problems 

in medication. In one case at 
the Karl Heusner Memorial 
Hospital(KHMH), a drug in tablet 
form by the name Erythromycin 
under a manufacturer Kwality 
Pharmaceuticals is reported to 
have brown spots. 

Another  t ab le t   fo rm 
medication also at KHMH 
under the name Gemfibrozil 
manufactured by Alvita Pharma 
PVT LTD. shows disintegration 
of coating/surface. Then there 
is a medical product called 
‘lubricating jelly’ which does 
not have a manufacturer’s name 
or date on it showed ‘visible 
particles resembling mold/fungus 
in jelly’. In the report it states 
that it was ‘given to accident and 
emergency and labor and deliver.’ 
Also at the KHMH an injection 
form medication with the generic 
name Gentamicin manufactured 
by Bli tz  Pharmaceruticals 
showed ‘solution colors range 
from white to pale yellow to 
yellow with particles seen 
floating in vial.’ Yet another 
medication in tablet form by the 

name Erythromycin produced 
by Kwality Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd showed ‘tablets with brown 
spots.’ Another medication, 
Dicloxacillin, manufactured by 
Laboratorios Generifa is reported 
to have black particles visible 
after reconstitution. 

In the Northern Regional 
Hospital  a medication,  an 
antibiotic,  with the trade name 
Gentovac manufactured by 
Prerego showed discoloration in 
the vials.

By some stoke of good luck 
the report does not indicate any 
adverse effects on patients if and 
when these medications were 
dispensed. 

It is noteworthy that under the 
previous administration, in 2017, 
pharmaceutical importers needed 
to provide a Good Manufacturing 
Practices Certificate when the 
medications are being imported. 
The requirement to produce this 
fell on the wayside when the PUP 
administration took office making 
way for the kind of problems 
now being presented with the 
medications being dispensed. 

Spoiling Medication Found at Public Hospitals

Report showing findings of mold/fungus in jelly
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Recently, we saw on the 
news as PM Hon. John Briceno 
along with Defence Minister Hon. 
Florencio Marin shamelessly 
handed over 10 troop-lifting 
vehicles to the BDF in another 
example of this PUP government 
trying to grab credit for another 
initiative from the previous UDP 
government. 

The $60 million Belize 
Integral Security Programme, 
funded by the Central American 
Bank for Economic Integration 
(CABEI) is being touted as 
the source of funds for these 

vehicles. However, PM Briceno 
and Minister Marin failed to 
explain that this project was 
negotiated by the previous 
Barrow administration during 
their 2012 to 2015 term, about 
8 years ago, and that this PUP 
administration is just reaping the 
fruits of the seeds sown and the 
hard groundwork done under the 
UDP.

And hard groundwork it 
was because of the difficult 
bureaucracy of CABEI that was 
all but impossible to navigate to 
the extent that it even took the 

personal intervention of Prime 
Minister Rt. Hon. Dean Barrow, 
when he was in office, to reach 
out to the top official of the bank 
to try and get movement on the 
project.

It was not until the Covid 
crisis in 2020 that served as a 
catalyst and managed to trigger 
a release of some of the CABEI 
funds for emergency needs at 
the time under the UDP. It is 
that mechanism that led to the 
release of those funds under the 
previous UDP  government that 
the PUP is now piggybacking on 
and benefitting from and falsely 
claiming credit for.

We all know that this is 
nothing new from the PUP who 
have spent the last two plus years, 
lining up and grabbing credit for 
UDP projects while yet failing to 
offer one new bonafide project.

We have seen them grab 
credit for the cement factory, 

the Roaring Creek Bridge, the 
works done on the George Price 
Highway between Belmopan and 
Benque, the upgrade of the Philip 
Goldson Highway, the drainage 
and flood mitigation project in 
Belize City, the Haulover Bridge, 
the Blue Bond, new schools 
funded by CDB, new rural 
health facilities, electrification 
of villages in Toledo, the list 
goes on. 

In fact one of the few new 
things that they could claim credit 
for is their “grocery bag” which 
is just a renamed and severely 
watered-down version of the 
robust UDP pantry assistance 
program that so many people now 
truly miss.

It has become clear that this 
PUP government is nothing more 
than a bunch of imitators and, 
as a result, have just become a 
hypocritical bunch of fake ribbon 
cutters.

Just Some More Hypocritical 
Ribbon Cutters

Acquisition of Troop-Lifting vehicles was initiated by UDP Government

January 23, 2023, is the date 
that has been set in the trial of 
Police Officer, Corporal Kareem 
Martinez who is accused of 
killing 14-year-old Laddie Gillett. 
Martinez will face the charge of 
manslaughter before the Supreme 
Court’s southern session before 
Justice Antoinette Moore. 

The lead prosecutor in the 
matter will be Senior Prosecutor, 

Javier Chan while attorney 
Oscar Selgado will be defending 
Martinez. 

On July 14, 2021, Laddie 
was in Placencia for holidays 
and was returning to his holiday 
accommodations at Chabil Mar 
in the company of another young 
man when they were intercepted 
by persons wearing dark clothing. 
The young man in Laddie’s 

company, Thomas Palacio, 
recounted that they were on the 
beach when they came in contact 
with men wearing dark clothing. 
Thinking that they would be 
robbed, the two young men took 
off running, shortly after which 
Palacio was hit with a baton while 
a gunshot went off. Laddie was 
killed on the spot.

Following the incident 
and amidst a swirl of protests, 
Martinez was arrested and 
charged for manslaughter and he 
was offered and met bail.  

In the wake of the killing of 
the young man, an organization, 
‘Justice for Laddie Foundation,’ 
was formed. In the wake of the 
announcement of the matter 
going to trial, the foundation has 
stated that, “This trial is not just 
about the senseless killing of one 
young Belizean. It has serious 
implications for the future of 
policing in Belize, and involves:

Laddie Gillett was on holiday 
with his family in Placencia when, 
on the evening of July 14, 2021, 
as he and a friend were jogging 
back to his family’s holiday 
accommodations to comply with 
a Covid curfew, he was shot in 
the back by then Belize Police 
Corporal Kareem Martinez.

Laddie’s innocence was 
never disputed, and his killing 
reverberated throughout Belize 

and abroad, leading to nonviolent, 
nationwide protests, candlelight 
vigils, and calls for change.

Ms. Fleming said the number 
of people involved, the peaceful 
nature of the demonstrations, 
and the ways in which Belizeans 
expressed their frustration and 
demands for accountability were 
inspiring…” 

 “Even though months have 
passed since that night of July 14, 
2021, the anguish for Laddie’s 
family and friends, as well as the 
sense of outrage in communities 
across Belize is still very fresh,” 
Laddies adoptive mother Bryony 
Bradley said.

“That’s why this trial is so 
important. It has the potential to 
not only bring closure to so many 
people, but to show that no one, 
whether in a position of authority, 
wearing a uniform or not, is 
above the law in Belize.

“We respect  the good 
work the vast majority of our 
police officers do, and Laddie’s 
Foundation will continue to 
honour and highlight Belize’s 
heroes in uniform. But we need to 
set positive examples, especially 
among our young people, that all 
Belizeans, regardless of age, race, 
gender, or social standing, have 
the right to be treated equally 
and fairly by authorities,” she 
added.

Manslaughter Trial in 
Laddie Gillett’s Killing Set

Laddie Gillett
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The Commissioner of Police 
has publicly opened the murder 
case file of Belize City barber 
and businessman, Fareed Ahmad, 
37,  who was shot and killed on 
December 28, 2017. At the time 
the police arrested and charged 

one of their own, police constable 
Michelle Brown, for the murder 
but after being on remand for 
three years and at the conclusion 
of a murder trial, on December 
18, 2020, she was found not 
guilty.

D u e  t o  n u m e r o u s 
inconsistencies by witnesses 
and material evidence in the case, 
Brown was found not guilty. Still, 
during her testimony on the dock, 
she called the name of Elmer Nah 
as the shooter. Over two years 
after her acquittal and now only 
with Nah facing charges of the 
double murder of brothers Ron 
and David Ramnarace who were 
killed on December 30, 2020, 
has the police decided to publicly 
open the case file. 

Somehow, evidence which 
was previously undisclosed, is 
being made public. Attorney, 
Arthur Saldivar, told Love news 
on Tuesday, January 10, that he 
had a client going by the name of 
Lewis, who claimed to have given 
police a report that he saw Elmer 
Nah exiting Ahmad’s vehicle 
after the murder. It appears that 

this statement is nowhere to be 
found in the case file. 

With the reopening of the 
case, the contents of the file 
are being stewarded by senior 
criminal attorney, Richard 
‘Dickie’ Bradley. In presenting the 
information to the media, Bradley 
said there was information  which 
suggested that the Ahmad family 
was receiving threats from cell 
phone numbers belonging to Nah. 
Commissioner of Police stated 
however that investigations in 
BTL could not prove that the 
messages were sent from Nah’s 
phone.

The entire public spectacle 
is being played out to somehow 
draw the attention off inaction 
by the police. In effect to tell 
the public that there is nothing 
actionable in the case file for the 
police to have mounted a case 
against Nah. 

Elmer Nah Is Center In Public Opening 
Of Fareed Ahmad’s Murder File

Elmer Nah Richard ‘Dickie’ Bradley 

Pol ice  have  made  an 
arrest in the shooting murder 
of Emert Reginald Flowers. On 
Wednesday, January 11, police 
formally arrested and charged 
18-year-old student, Adrian 
Andrew Hernandez for the crime 
of murder. 

The 61-year-old Flowers, 

was at home on Racecourse Street 
in Belize City in the company of 
77 year old Dusseldore Waight  
seated in a car seat in front 
of his house when a gunman 
approached the men and opened 
fire. Flowers died shortly after 
receiving multiple gunshots 
while Waight received injuries.  

Arrest In Killing Of 
Elderly Man

Adrian Andrew Hernandez
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Great Athletes Laid To Rest

Two of Belize’s greatest 
athletes have been laid to rest 
over the past few weeks. On 
December 25, 2022, Reginaldo 
‘Maaga Joe’ Emmanuel Martinez 
passed away. On January 1, 2023, 
Jeffrey ‘Pais’ Anthony Norman 
Tate passed away.

Both men were accomplished 
athletes in the 1960’s.

Tate was one of the country’s 
best Football Center Forwards, 
playing for teams like Brodies 
and BEC. He was also a part 
of the Belize National Football 

Selection in 1967. In that 
year Belize played against the 
Guatemalan national team with a 
1-1 draw. Belize’s only goal was 
scored by Pais. In 1970 he joined 
the U.S. Navy returning back to 
Belize in 2015. Pais was a well 
liked figure in Port Loyola and 
was actively involved with Hon. 
Anthony Boots Martinez in his 
political career. 

He was laid to rest at St. 
John’s Cathedral in Belize City

Also la id  to  res t  was 
Reginaldo ‘Maaga Joe’ Emmanuel 

Martinez who’s service was held 
at St. Joseph’s Church in Belize 
City.

Strangely enough it was 
not until the time of his death 
that most of those who knew 
him were made aware of his fist 
name, Reginaldo, he had always 
only been known as ‘Maaga Joe’ 
and even with a name like that, 
it belied the sports phenom that 
he was.

Maaga Joe was a basketball 
superstar in the ‘60’s playing 
with Sunny Meighan’s HRCU 

team against great squads like 
Belize’s most famous Peace Corp 
team headed by Jean Adams, 
the Flyers. Maaga Joe played 
alongside greats like 

Sunny Meighan, Chuku 
Young, Colin Thurton, Bernard 
Auget, Francis Usher among 
others. 

He was also one of Belize’s 
best baseball pitchers playing for 
the Raiders baseball team and 
Eric Neal’s Loyolans.

Jeffrey ‘Pais’ Anthony Norman TateReginaldo ‘Maaga Joe’ Emmanuel Martinez

Businesses  across  the 
country have begun to react to 
the increase in the minimum 
wage. One tortilla factory has 
announced that it will be cutting 

working hours in order to be able 
to afford payment of minimum 
wage. 

Waste management has 
also gone up with Belize Waste 

Control, in Belize City, changing 
the price of garbage collection 
from $24.50 per square yard to 
$27.50 per square yard.

Another business raising 
their prices are security companies 
now charging between $6.90 and 
$6.75 per hour, up from, on 
average $5.25 an hour to business 
houses.

The reaction is as a result 
of sudden increase in minimum 
wage which went from $3.30 to 
$5.00 an hour. it is reflective of 
51.51 percent increase which the 

Chamber of Commerce has argued 
cannot be afforded and asked the 
Government to implement in 
a scaling up approach. Despite 
the request, the change was 
implemented on January 1, 2022 
leading businesses to make some 
crucial adjustments. Among these 
is the increase in the price paid 
for services, cutting of hours to 
employees, cutting down on the 
number of employees they hire 
and increasing the price of goods 
on the supermarket shelves.

Businesses adjust to Minimum Wage increase

Some businesses are cutting working hours The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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Faith FM held its 24th-
anniversary celebrations on 
Saturday in Santa Elena, Cayo. 
The non-profit radio station 
continued its well-attended 
church service- transmitting 
on 104.5 and 94.1 FM--with a 
repeater located 32 miles away 
atop the Mountain Pine Ridge. 

“I am so happy to be in 
Belize. We are here because God 
has brought us here,” announced 
Pastor Kevin Jimenez Marin, 
an international speaker, on the 
grounds of Faith FM. 

Faith FM regularly broadcasts 
its faith-based programs in both 
English and Spanish. The radio 

station does not play commercial 
announcements. But the radio 
station needs at least $3000.00 
monthly to operate sustainably.

Contributions to Faith 
FM can go to Faith FM, Belize 
Radio Ministry, P.O Box 145, 
Santa  Elena,  Cayo.  Their 
telephone number is 824-4531 
or 624-5370. The Faith FM 
Belize Bank Account number is 
184523010120025. 

Addy Borland and Windell 
Borland are two of the drivers 
behind Faith FM. They are both 
from Santa Elena Town and are 
not hesitant in moving forward 
with the radio station.

Faith FM in Cayo Celebrates 
Its Anniversary

While schools were recently 
closed for the holidays across 
Belize, our public libraries 
remained open catering to the 
reading needs of both adults and 
children. The National Library 
Service and Information System 
BNLSIS maintain a network 
of well-taken-care community 
libraries across the Cayo District, 
in addition to the more urban 
centers out West. 

There are now community 
libraries in San Jose Succotz, San 
Antonio, and Las Flores. The one 
in San Jose Succotz is headed 
by Ms. Olivia Pott. The Succotz 
library opens from 1:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. Mondays to Fridays 
and on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. The San Antonio 
Library is being guided by Ms. 
Yadira Mesh and opens at the 
same time as the one in Succotz. 
The head librarian in Las Flores 
is Ms. Roxane Colivio. All these 
libraries are willing to accept 
financial assistance or donations 
of items from the communities. 

Jus t  opened ,  and  the 
San Antonio Public Library 
(Cayo) already has a managing 
committee in place. The members 

of that committee are Monica 
Seidy, Rosa Perez, Belmer Tzib, 
Danny Mai, Russell Canto, and 
Arcelito Mai. The committee in 
San Antonio is now maintaining 
a thrust with arts and crafts for 
the kids. 

Principal Librarian within 
the BNLSIS Glendford Barrera 
is in charge of 50 community 
libraries and 15 branch libraries 
around Belize. He would like 
to see the budget for libraries 
increased by 20%

Barrera also says he would 
like to see children more engaged 
in penmanship and writing 
bibliographies while conducting 
research. 

“As Belizeans, we don’t like 
to read, and we need to read,” he 
says, encouraging parents to read 
to their children from the time 
they are very young. 

Barrera also highlighted the 
EBSCO digital platform where 
clients can borrow electronic 
books at no cost. We tried EBSCO 
for ourselves and it is populated 
with a myriad of information 
that will bring sparkle to any 
researcher’s eyes.

Addy Borland and Windell Borland are two of the drivers behind Faith FM

Principal Librarian within the BNLSIS Glendford Barrera

In a sheepish press release, 
Prime Minister Johnny Briceno 
this week announced that he would 
be kicking Ramon ‘Monchie’ 
Cervantez Jr. out of the Ministry 
of Immigration and would be 
placing him in the Ministry 
of Sustainable Development, 
Climate Change and Disaster Risk 
Management. Apparently he will 
be “assisting with responsibility 
for NEMO, the Belize National 
Fire Service and the Belize Solid 
Waste Management Authority.”

Defending the decision on 
Wednesday, Briceno told the 
press that Cervantez had passed a 
CPA exam in one sitting. We are 
not certain what exactly this has 

to do with him booting Cervantez 
out of the Immigration ministry. 

Over the past few months, 
there  had been numerous 
complaints  coming out of 
the Immigration Department 
including the issuing of visas 
to persons who would not have 
ordinarily received them. There 
is no indication that Cervantez 
had any hand in that but it seems 
that the less people there are at 
the top the more blame can be 
concentrated on the person in 
charge, so now, the Immigration 
department is the sole domain of 
the substantive minister, Eamon 
Courtenay.

Monchie Kicked Out of 
Immigration

Ramon ‘Monchie’ Cervantez

The frantic search by family 
members continues for two men, 
American national, 23-year-old 
Kyle Latchman and 29-year-old 
Christopher Enrique Sosa.

Latchman was last seen at 
around 3:00p.m. on Monday 
December 26, 2022, meanwhile 
Sosa was last seen on January 5, 
2023. 

Both men are known to 

have been friends and would 
socialize in the George Street 
Area. It is noteworthy that there is 
speculation that both men could 
be dead as a result of numerous 
altercations which took place 
at an apartment building at the 
corner of Dean and Plues Street 
over the Christmas Holidays. 
This building is where Kyle 
Latchman lived. 

Two Friends 
Still Missing

Librarians—Our unsung 
Heroes
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Your voice and your mind are 

both your own this week, allowing 
you to think straight about any current 
romantic matter. Mars, your ruling 
planet, turns direct on Thursday in your 
communication sector. You’ve likely 
been rehashing thoughts and outmoded 
ideas connected to your love life, as 
well as the story you tell yourself 
concerning matters of the heart. Over 
the last several weeks, you may have 
come to realize that this story needed 
some serious editing. In some cases, it 
required a total rewrite! In any event, 
you can finally let Mars embolden you 
to walk your new talk -- straight into 
success.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Be careful -- you might act 

against your own best interests this 
week when it comes to your love life! 
On Saturday, Venus will make a tense 
square to Uranus, with the planet of 
instability and excitement currently in 
your sign. While it’s true that this can 
help you wake up and revolutionize 
a situation in your love life that has 
gone stale, at the same time, it might 
lead to extremely reckless behavior on 
your part. Since Venus is at the top of 
your chart, there is a very real danger 
that whatever crazy romantic thing 
you do this week could damage your 
reputation. Forewarned is forearmed. 
Think it through!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
After months of potentially 

feeling out of sorts, you can finally get 
your mojo back! You’ll feel stronger, 
sexier, and more capable of getting 
what you want than you probably 
have since late October, when assertive 
Mars slowed down to spin retrograde 
in your sign. This Thursday, Mars turns 
direct, and it’s time to GO! If a love 
situation has been on hold or in limbo 
for some reason, you may notice that 
this static feeling is starting to break 
apart. You’re free to get back into 
the driver’s seat of your love life. No 
matter how different the road to true 
love looks, you can get excited about 
taking this new path.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
All’s fair in love and war, but all 

isn’t fair in love and friendship. Do 
yourself a favor and keep your friends 
out of your love life this week! Venus 
will make a harsh square to Uranus, the 
planet of sudden chaos and currently 
in your friendship sector, on Saturday. 
With Venus sliding through the deeply 
erotic 8th house, things might seem 
incredibly delicious in your personal 
life. The fun train may crash to a halt 
when Venus zaps Uranus this weekend, 
so be careful! One of your friends might 
reveal a secret you trusted him or her 
with about your love life. Regardless of 
the specifics, you could feel blindsided 
by betrayal. Ouch!

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
There’s no telling what will 

happen in your love life this week, but 
it’s sure to make some waves! Venus 
is currently dancing through your 
partnership sector and will make both 
a positive and difficult connection this 
week. She’ll first exchange a sexy vibe 
with Mars on Monday, making you 
feel like you’re finally going to get 
what you want in love. But then, by 
Saturday, Venus will square Uranus. 
Be careful what you wish for! Once 
your hopes become reality, you could 
encounter a moment of electric clarity. 
If you realize you don’t want this after 
all, you’ll have to navigate the situation 
with care -- whether you’re single or 
coupled.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
You might go completely rogue 

in your love life or in how you express 
your romantic needs. If you’re in a 
relationship, then your partner is likely 
to be absolutely thrown off their game. 
Your mate could expect to please 
you with ease by doing what they’ve 
always done -- only to experience a 
cold vibe of indifference from you. 
You’re allowed to change your mind 
about things you once enjoyed, but 
try to update others with kindness. If 
you’re single, you might send a mixed 
message to a crush by going out of your 
way to do something nice for them 

and then acting as if they’re invisible 
to you. Think twice: it’s not sexy to 
confuse people!

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Romance could feel like a roller 

coaster ride this week, thrilling one 
moment and terrifying the next! Venus 
is moving through your true love 
sector, which is a strong place for 
supporting romantic happenings. She’ll 
be at a gorgeous angle to sexy Mars 
on Monday, which might help spark 
interest from someone. This is exciting, 
but by Saturday, you might wish you’d 
declined the offer. Venus will square 
Uranus, letting you know loud and clear 
if this person is moving way too fast for 
you. If you’re already in a relationship, 
you might find out that your sweetheart 
has been spending money erratically. 
Either way, you probably won’t be 
pleased.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
You may feel like you’re getting 

your sexy back this week in a major 
way! Mars, your traditional ruler and 
the planet ruling desire for everyone, 
will turn direct on Thursday after 
having been retrograde since October 
last year. With Mars getting back into 
motion in your 8th House of Desire, 
you might feel yourself waking up in 
a major way. Perhaps you intentionally 
shut yourself down for some time to 
deal with a romantic dry spell. It’s 
also possible that you went through 
an emotional shutdown because you 
needed to deal with a painful romantic 
situation in your past. Whatever the 
details, you’re now ready to move 
forward and heal -- especially when it 

comes to your intimate life.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You may have been in a rough 

spot with love and relationship matters 
for quite some time. Fortunately, you’re 
about to recover the knowledge of 
where you’re going. Mars, the planet 
of assertive drive, turns direct in your 
partnership sector on Thursday after 
having been retrograde since October 
30, helping you take decisive action. 
You might have struggled with anger 
issues about your current love life 
situation or a past one that remained 
unresolved. In some cases, this means 
realizing that you and your current 
partner are not meant to be on the same 

Your Horoscope path after all. Ultimately, you’ll have 
the strength to make whatever move 
you need to.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Whoever said that love doesn’t 

cost a thing wasn’t paying attention 
to what’s happening in your love life! 
Venus is moving through your 2nd 
House of Self-Worth, and on Saturday, 
she’ll make a difficult link to Uranus, 
presently in your romance sector. 
There might be sudden interest from 
someone that makes you feel great one 
minute but then shocked the next. It 
may become clear that this person has 
an agenda -- and you’ll know about it 
sooner rather than later. If you’re in 
a relationship, then you might need 
to literally stop spending so much 
money on date nights. Don’t break 
the bank, even in the name of love.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
You’re gorgeous, Aquarius -- 
unfortunately, that doesn’t stop your 
love life from turning into a hot mess 
if you’re not careful. Venus in your sign 
gives you a lovely edge of allure. She’ll 
make a gorgeous link to Mars, now 
in your romance sector, on Monday, 
and then Mars will turn direct on 
Thursday. If you’re hoping to get a 
recent romance off the ground with 
someone special, the light is finally 
turning green! On the other hand, those 
already in relationships may have a 
problem. Venus squares Uranus on 
Saturday, inviting a family member to 
insert themselves into your love life 
when they really shouldn’t. Watch out!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
 You might be trying to keep your 

love life a secret -- whether or not you 
are, the cat’s almost definitely out of 
the bag this week! Venus is tucked 
away into your hidden 12th house, 
supporting a more reclusive kind of 
love. Perhaps you’ve got good reason 
to be quiet about romantic matters. 
Maybe your lover wants you to stop 
posting pictures all over social media 
and just focus on being in the moment 
together. Or you could be involved in 
a salacious affair, and if someone finds 
out, there will be trouble. Whatever the 
details, private matters of the heart can 
become public all too quickly when 
Venus squares Uranus on Saturday. 
You’ve been warned.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2011, that Marleen Mendez is applying for the renewal of a 
restaurant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “river Side 
Lounge” located in Bullet Tree Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2011, 
Miguel a. Menjivar, is applying for the renewal of a night Club 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “La Cabana”, 
located at # 1 Zultana St.  Las Flores, Belmopan, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2011, “Francis Gaglino” is applying for the renewal of Publican 
General liquor license for the year 2023 to operate “Belize rum 
Crafters Ltd”  located in Placencia Village, Stann Creek District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2011, “Ivan Cacho” is applying for the renewal of Publican special 
liquor license for the year 2023 to operate “K’s Cool Spot” located 
in George Price Drive, Dangriga Town, Stann Creek District.

Liquor License NoticenoTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Carlo Wagner of 23 King Street, Punta 
Gorda Town, Toledo District having made 

sworn deposition that Policy no. 012002789 
issued by Sagicor Life Inc. has been declared 

lost, and having made application to the 
Directors to grant a duplicate of the same, 

notice is hereby given that unless objection is 
raised within one month of the date hereof, the 

duplicate policy asked for will be issued.

dated January 6 th , 2023
By order

althea hazzard
Corporate Secretary


