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Police in Punta Gorda 
Town have arrested and charged 
PUP town councilor in that 
municipality after he beat up a 
woman. 

The woman, 43 year old 
Miriam Coleman of Forest Home 
village in the Toledo district, 
reported to police that teacher 
and town councilor, Moses Cal, 
punched her several times to her 

face and the side of her head 
causing her left ear to split open. 
A medico legal form was issued 
for Coleman which certified the 
injuries as wounding. 

Cal was arrested and charged 
for the incident. Meanwhile the 
party which he represents, the 
People’s United Party, has called 
for Cal’s resignation.  

PUP Town Councilor 
Charged for Beating 

Woman

Moses CalPolice have charged one 
man following the stabbing death 
of 29-year-old Elder Arana. 
Police on the island of San Pedro, 
Ambergris Caye, arraigned 
32-year-old Alvaro Luis Tun 
on a single charge of murder 
on Tuesday, March 7. Tun is 
accused of stabbing Arana to 
death sometime around 1:40a.m. 
on Sunday, March 5. 

Reports indicate that shortly 
before the stabbing, Arana had 
arrived at Jeemar’s Night Club in 
the San Pedrito area of the island 

when he became involved in an 
altercation with Tun. The fight 
spilled out to the street where the 
men continued to fight leading 
Tun to stab Arana multiple times 
to the upper part of the body 
including his back and chest.

Following the stabbing, 
Arana  lay  on  the  ground 
surrounded by friends who placed 
him on a golf cart to seek medical 
attention but he died shortly 
thereafter. 

Arana was the father of three 
children.  

Bar Brawl Leads 
To Murder

Alvaro Tun

Police have no leads on 
the killing of family man and 
dedicated Belize Electricity 
Limited employee Brian Perez, 
who was shot while taking his 
family home on the night of 
Thursday, March 2. 

Perez’s mother, Leticia 
Magana, recounted that she and 

her son along with his wife and 
children had arrived home on Gill 
Street in Belize City at around 
8 p.m. when a man came to the 
family’s door and attempted to 
cover her mouth and push her 
into the house. She managed to 
scream for help from her son who 
was parking his vehicle. As she 

tried to get her son’s attention, she 
was hit over the head with a piece 
of pipe. The attacker then turned 
his attention on Perez’s wife who 
was also struck to the head with 
the pipe. When Brian managed to 
make it to aid his family, he got 
into a struggle with the man with 
the pipe. Soon after another man 
had made his way to the home. 
That attacker was armed with a 
handgun and without much more 
he fired a shot at Perez, hitting 
him in the head.

Perez fell to the ground, 
while the assailants made good 
their escape. While Perez was 
taken to seek medical attention, 
he would die hours later while 
being attended to.

Perez was the father of 4 
children and the attack on his 
family is baffling as he was a 
hard working man dedicated to 
his family. Police say they have 
no leads as to who or why Perez 
and his family were targeted. 

No Leads On Killing of Family Man

Brian Perez
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TENDER 
Streetlight Maintenance 
 

BEL invites tenders for Streetlight Maintenance for the period 2023 
to 2025 at the following locations: 
 

Corozal 
Orange Walk 
Punta Gorda 

 
The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and 
responsibilities of the contract, are available on BEL’s website at 
www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx 
 

Bidders are invited to attend a Virtual Pre-bid Meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
on Monday, March 13, 2023. To express interest in attending the 
meeting and to gain access to the meeting link, send an email to 
bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz with the subject “2022-785 
Streetlight Maintenance 2023 – 2025 Pre-bid Meeting” no later 
than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 9, 2023.  
 
Proposals will be accepted by email only and should include the 
subject found in the respective bid form.  
 
Submit bids by email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 16, 2023. 
 

For more information or queries, send email to 
bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 

 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. 
 The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.  

One year ago the PUP 
admin i s t r a t ion  appo in ted 
Florencio Marin Sr. to the post of 
Special Advisor to the sugar cane 
industry. The appointment came 
with a plush salary as well as 
perks and allowances. At the time 
the PUP Government defended 
the appointment, despite his 
age, saying that Marin was well 
respected in the Sugar Cane 

industry and that his input would 
bode well for better relationships 
between the cane farmers and the 
miller.

A year has now come and 
gone and Marin Sr. has now 
admitted that his tenure has had 
very little success. By his own 
admission, Marin has been an 
utter failure stating that “there 
were small improvements, no big 
deal to boast about.” In effect, 
Marin has conceded that the 
expenditure was not necessarily 
a good one. In fact, the industry 
finds itself in very much the 
same position that it was before 
Marin’s appointment.

Case in point is that the cane 
farmers took their dispute with 
the Belize Sugar Industries Ltd 
(BSIL) to Belmopan on Tuesday, 
March 7. At the time, the miller 
was making a presentation to 
Cabinet on its position on an 
ongoing trade dispute over an 
unsigned production sharing 
between themselves and the 
Belize Sugar Cane Farmers 
Association (BSCFA).   

It is these very same kind of 
actions that Marin was supposed 
to have tempered but that is 
not the case. So there are those 
who speculate that hiring Marin 
was simply a way by which he 
was being rewarded for being 
a long-standing PUP. Now, one 
year later, that may well be the 
case. In commenting recently 
on the matter, Marin, simply 
gave up saying, “I can only 
wish them good luck. As long 
as they sit down with BSI/ASR 
and negotiate there is a good 
chance that at the end of the day 
they will strike a deal and sign a 
commercial agreement.” Simply 
put, there was no need for him 
and his special skills.

Florencio Marin Sr.: 
One Year Of Failure?

Florencio Marin Sr
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Voters from Dangriga, Hope 
Creek and Sarawee made their 
way to the Holy Ghost Primary 
School in Dangriga on Sunday, 
March 5, where they cast their 
votes to select a new Standard 
Bearer for the United Democratic 
Party. 

In a calm process, 662 voters 
made their way to the polls and 

after a day of voting, 662 voters 
made their way to the boxes. After 
tallying, Normal Usher came out 
victorious with 427 votes cast in 
his favor while 228 voters cast 
their ballots for his opponent, 
Richard Webster. There were 7 
rejected ballots.

Following the exercise, the 
oath of office was administered 

on Usher who thanked those 
who came to vote calling it their 
victory. He said that the focus 
will now be one of unity to ensure 
a return of the division to the 
United Democratic Party. 

For  h is  par t ,  Webster 
pledged full support to Usher 
and explained that he would 
work hand in hand with the 
newly selected Standard Bearer 
to secure a victory for the UDP. 

New Standard Bearer for Dangriga

Norman Usher administered the oath of office

Richard Webster pledges support to Norman Usher

Over the past few days a 
number of parking meters have 
been popping up on the Island of 
San Pedro, Ambergris Caye. At 
least 10 meters have been placed 
on the busiest part of town, 
on Barrier Reef Drive. With 
the installation of the meters, 
residents are complaining that 
they were installed without prior 
announcement or consultation.

What is more is that there 
has been no information being 
shared with the residents as to 
who exactly is behind the meters 
and how it is that the town of San 
Pedro will derive any benefit. 
What is known is that the meters 
are being operated by a company 
called Medinas Materials. They 

have openly announced vacancies 
for attendants to ensure that the 
meters are making money. 

Best information to the 
Guardian suggests that there was 
no tendering process in arriving 
at who it is that will install 
and derive revenue from the 
meters. What’s more, there is no 
disclosure as to revenue sharing, if 
there is any between the operator 
and the town council. 

After the installation of 
the meters, there has been very 
limited use of them as residents 
who move in the downtown area 
of the town are avoiding them, 
opting to park in other areas 
instead of where the meters are 
located. 

Parking Meters, 
Major Pain in 

San Pedro

Parking meter in downtown San Pedro

There are growing concerns 
on the island of San Pedro as a 
large dredging operation began 
over the past few days and 
islanders say they do not know 
if it is an environmentally sound 
enterprise.

The dredging is taking place 
on the western side of the island 
and is taking up a large portion 
of the area referred to as the 
lagoon. Residents say that the 
area is known as a fish spawning 
area and they are concerned that 
this operation will have negative 

impacts on the fish stock. There 
are also concerns that silt will 
make its way to the barrier reef 
and damage it. 

It is unclear who is doing 
the reclamation as there was 
no information offered to the 
residents that the work would 
commence. Residents of the 
island are now calling on the area 
representative who is also the 
Minister of the Blue Economy to 
ensure that the operation is being 
conducted on an environmentally 
sound manner. 

Massive 
Unapproved 
Dredging On 

San Pedro

Area demarcated shows dredging site
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In loving memory ISOLENE ENIDFELIX 
who departed this life seven eight (8) sad 

years ago on 13th March, 2015.

You went and left us so suddenly
You didn’t have time to say goodbye
We know you went to a better place 

And to also be with the heavenly father.

Oh Lord please hear our prayers
And keep our mother in your loving care

Until the time comes
When all of us will say goodbye.

We made a pledge to you that day
That you will not be forgotten

And a hollow place remains in our hearts,
And there you will always stay.

For although we’ll always miss you
And it’s dreadful being apart,
We haven’t really lost you,

You’re still here our my hearts.

Sadly missed by 
children,grandchildren,great 

grandchildren other family and friends.

IN MEMORIAM

UDP Leader, Hon. Dr. Shyne 
Barrow along with Deputy Party 
Leader, Hon. Hugo Patt were 
among the ranks of cane farmers 
who brazed the heat of the day 
on Tuesday, March 7 as they 
demonstrated in Belmopan. 

The farmers from the Belize 
Sugar Cane Farmers Association 
(BSCFA) took to Belmopan to 
express their discontent over a 
production sharing agreement that 
has not been signed between them 
and the Belize Sugar Industries 
Limited (BSIL) for the past two 
years. The farmers are seeking to 
have better payment for the sugar 
cane they deliver to the mill but 
the miller says they cannot afford 
to do so.

Now the farmers are asking 
that there be a commission of 
inquiry into the operations at the 
mill to ensure that figures that they 
are using to not pay the farmers 
more are actually accurate. During 
the demonstration, Hon. Shyne 
Barrow stood firmly in support 
of the cane farmers. He said that 
they deserve better payment for 
the product which the farmers 

supply to the mill. He added that 
he will remain in solidarity with 
the farmers for as long as it is 
necessary in order for them to be 
appropriately compensated.

For his part, Hon. Patt 
commented that he, as a cane 
farmer, can directly relate to 
the issues that the protestors 
have. He indicated that one key 
factor that needs to be taken 
into consideration at this point 
in time is the excessively high 
cost of production associated 
with sugar cane production. 
He explained that every input 
used in the growing of cane has 
exponentially gotten bigger and 
there are no mechanisms being 
put in place to address these. He 
also commented that compounded 
by this is the extremely high cost 
of living which cane farmers like 
all Belizeans have to contend 
with.

T h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
was triggered as BSIL made 
presentations to Cabinet in 
Belmopan as to why they are 
unable to increase the payments 
to the farmers.   

UDP Stands With Sugar Cane Farmers

Hon. Shyne Barrow (center) with cane farmers

Farmers want better payments for their sugar cane
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The rights of women in the 
Caribbean need to be protected,  
both in physical and virtual spaces. 
The prevalence of cyberviolence 
in terms of its root causes and 
impacts is gender-based, with 
a disproportionate impact on 
women. Similar types of violence 
against women and girls often 
occur in both offline and online 
spheres or originate in one sphere 
and are carried through into the 
other. In the most serious cases, 
cyberviolence can lead to physical 
assaults and even suicide.  

One of the objectives of 
International Women’s Day (IWD 
- March 8) this year is to spotlight 
the importance of protecting 
the rights of women and girls 
in digital spaces and addressing 
online and technology-facilitated  
gender-based violence. The 
theme for IWD is, “DigitALL: 
Innovation and technology for 
gender equality”. This theme is 
aligned with the priority theme 
for the upcoming 67th Session of 
the Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW-67), “Innovation 
and technological change, and 
education in the digital age for 
achieving gender equality and 
the empowerment of all women 
and girls”.  

In 2018, the UN Special 
Rapporteur on violence against 
women and girls, its causes and 
consequences defined online 
violence against women to 
encompass any act of gender-
based violence against women 

that is committed, assisted or 
aggravated in part or fully by 
the use of Information and 
Communication Technologies 
(ICT), such as mobile phones 
and smartphones, the Internet, 
social media platforms or email, 
against a woman because she 
is a woman, or affects women 
disproportionately.  

Women worldwide and in 
the Caribbean are increasingly 
falling victim to cyber-attacks, 
particularly via online shopping 
and other social media activities. 
There have also been several 
ins tances  of  s ta lking and 
trafficking resulting from cyber 
activities. Additionally, the 
rapidly growing access and use of 
ICT, accelerated by the COVID-
19 pandemic, has had multiple 
impacts on gender equality and 
women’s rights, including the 
further exacerbation of existing 
forms of violence against 
women (VAW), especially sexual 
harassment, and the emergence of 
new forms of VAW, such as non-
consensual image sharing and 
harassment of women in virtual 
spaces. It is important to take the 
necessary actions, both big and 
small, to address this issue. It 
is imperative that measures are 
implemented to prevent, address 
and criminalize these acts, 
whether big or small, to  ensure 
that there are consequences for 
perpetrators. We must also ensure 
that adequate and useful help is 
available for survivors. 

While digital spaces are 
a challenge for the safety of 
women and girls, they can also 
be leveraged as powerful tools 
to protect and promote their 
rights. Here in the Caribbean, 
the United Nations - including 
the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA) - has taken 
several measures, using ICT, to 
protect our women. For example 
- in the framework of the EU 
funded Spotlight Initiative - in 
Jamaica the App HOPE (a mobile 
app) was launched  in 2021 
in collaboration with the civil 
society organization Eve For 
Life. The App HOPE can help 
you understand if you or someone 
you know is affected by gender-
based violence (GBV). The App 
does this through questions that 
you can answer. It also sensitizes 
on the rights to a life free from 
violence in a  “know your rights” 
section; through the analysis of 
scenarios, it also helps address 
common myths related to GBV. 
Finally, but not less important, 
the App Hope provides hints 
on  the actions that you can 
take to be safe and the contact 
information of support services 
available, including in cases of 
emergencies. 

The digital space also has the 
potential to promote Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights 
(SRHR) and raise awareness 
on human rights. In 2022,   the 
Caribbean Observatory on Sexual 
and Reproductive Health (SRH) 
Observatory was launched. The 
SRH Observatory is an advocacy 
platform that permits monitoring 
and tracking progress towards 
the advancement of integrated 
SRHR and GBV in the region 
while lobbying for improved 
programming as well as policy 
and legislative reforms. 

While there are several 
initiatives that can help to address 
technology-facilitated Gender-
based Violence and promote the 
rights to a life free from violence, 
we recognize that the work needs 
to continue and much more needs 
to be done, including by promoting 
the further development, use 
and dissemination of safe 
technology for GBV prevention 
and response.

In addition to highlighting 
the need to protect women 
in digital spaces, the United 
Nations’ Observance of IWD 
this year also serves to recognize 

and celebrate the women and 
girls who are championing the 
advancement of transformative 
technology and digital education, 
fur ther  promot ing gender 
equality. There is a plethora of 
women in the Caribbean who 
deserve recognition for their 
work to advance transformative 
technology and digital education 
in our region who we should be 
celebrating and elevating. Today, 
let’s highlight two of the women 
in tech who have been making 
strides in the Caribbean and 
that can inspire more women to 
participate in the digital space 
while promoting safe spaces. 
Evie Kanhai-Gurchuran, from 
Guyana, for example is the 
founder of  a coworking space that 
fosters a tech and entrepreneurial 
community. She works tirelessly 
to close the opportunity gaps 
for Caribbean entrepreneurs 
in a digital space and to close 
the gender gap for women and 
girls in computing. Another 
stellar woman in tech is Jamaican 
Melissa James, an award-winning 
diversity expert who has been 
dedicated to increasing diversity 
in the technology industry.

This 8th of March, Join us 
in celebrating women in tech, but 
let’s also engage all year long in 
helping to protect our women in 
ICT spaces! 

UNFPA, as the UN agency 
responsible for sexual and 
reproductive health, remains 
d e d i c a t e d  t o  s u p p o r t i n g 
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r 
stakeholders to protect the rights 
of women from various forms 
of violence, while  aiming at 
achieving  three transformative 
results:  zero maternal deaths, 
zero unmet need for family 
planning and zero GBV and 
harmful practices.  UNFPA 
is committed to helping  the 
Caribbean through deliberate, 
strategic and collaborative actions 
that will lead to a world where 
every pregnancy is wanted, every 
childbirth is safe and every young 
person’s potential is fulfilled. 

 1  Addressing Online 
Violence against Women and 
Girls in the Commonwealth 
Caribbean and AmericasThe 
Role  o f  Bys tanders ,  The 
Commonwealth (2018)

 2 Intensification of efforts 
to eliminate all forms of violence 
against women: Report of the 
Secretary-General (2022)

Protecting Caribbean Women 
In Digital Spaces

Elizabeth Talbert is the Director and Representative at the United Nations 
Population Fund Sub-regional Office for the Caribbean.
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The team Slim and Trim 
like a Guava Limb led Koop 
Sheet Metal by 44 seconds to the 
finish line at the Belcan Bridge in 
Belize City on Monday, March 
6; marking the culmination of 
the La Ruta Maya Belize River 
Challenge’s fierce competition. 
Defending champion PACT came 
in third. 

Not to be outwitted, the 
“slim and trim” boys of the 
Guava Limb Team are 19-year-
old Javier Guardado, Andres 
Cabb and 15-year-old Daniel 
Cruz. These young members had 
built their own canoe and were 
largely sponsored by the lodge 
at Chaa Creek. 

The 26th La Ruta Maya 
Belize River Challenge got 
underway at 7:00 a.m. on Friday 
under the spanning Hawkeworth 
Bridge on the Macal River near 
San Ignacio Town. The Challenge 
is 175 miles of a freshwater 
stretch; the longest race of its 
kind in Central America. 

Some 126 participants were 
in the race this year. It has become 
both a national and international 
event. 

In a brief opening ceremony 
on Friday, co-chair of the 
committee managing the race 
Rene Villanueva said “…it is 
more than just a race.”

Mayor Earl Trapp Junior 
took the opportunity to thank 
the committee for organizing the 
race. He also urged all the visitors 
to keep the rivers clean. “Think 
about the people downstream,” 
he said.

Roberto Harrison said “We 
celebrate the life and legacy of 
Orlando and Richard Harrison.” 
Both members of the Harrison 
family had an unwavering 
commitment to the La Ruta Maya 
Belize River Challenge. 

Josue Carballo, Director of 
the Belize Tourism Board BTB 
also said that “The river challenge 
fosters a spirit of competition.” He 
also said that BTB is committed 

to this growth happening. 
On day one of the race, it 

went from the Hawkesworth 
Bridge for about 50 miles to 
Banana Bank. In day two the 
race went from the Banana Bank 
Lodge for 60 miles to Double 
Head Cabbage. In the third day of 
the grueling challenge, it went for 
a shorter distance from Double 
Head Cabbage to Burrel Boom. 
By the fourth day of the race on 
Monday, a 26 mile journey, the 
paddlers were welcomed by large 
crowds towards the finish line 
at the Belcan Bridge in Belize 
City.

The La Ruta Maya Belize 
River Challenge was open to 
seven divisions. These were the 
Male, Female, Mixed, Masters, 

Intramural, Pleasure Craft, and 
Family Adventure. 

T h e  r a c e  w a s  f i r s t 
conceptualized by the Harrison 
brothers and founded in 1998. 
It was first intended to be a 
marketing event for the launching 
of their family-owned purified 
water company. The race has 
since evolved into a major tourist 
attraction with participants 
coming from around the Globe. 

The Macal river has long 
been the aorta of trade for the 
Ancient Mayas between the coast 
and the inland areas. Today it 
continues to be a lifeline for the 
communities along its weaving 
banks.

Guava Limb Takes First 
In La Ruta Maya Belize River Challenge

The race took off from under the Hawkesworth Bridge

Guava Limb took first place

It would appear that the 
People’s United Party has fully 
instrumentalized the Statistical 
Institute of Belize to bamboozle 
the Belizean public. Ever since 
taking office, they have taken 
it upon themselves to use the 
institution of research to create a 

narrative that things are actually 
better than what they really are 
in Belize.

Their first hit was one where 
they changed the way the Debt to 
GDP is calculated. In so doing 
they miraculously drove down 
the ratio, significantly making it 

appear as if their policies have 
actually made the economic 
situation of the country better. 

Then came their new way 
of measuring unemployment. 
By their reckoning, if persons 
were not actively seeking 
employment it meant that they 
were not unemployed. Again 
giving the false interpretation 
that the unemployment rate was 
actually down. 

The most recent strike was 
one at poverty. There is now a 
reclassification as to how poverty 
is measured. While previously, 
the accepted standard by which 
poverty was measured was 
based on calorie intake, the PUP 
administration has now come up 
with a massively cumbersome 
way of measuring poverty. They 
now say that in order for someone 

to be considered poor they have 
to fit into various criterion.  

But despite what they would 
want the Statistical Institute of 
Belize to say, their metrics is 
belying the truth. No matter how 
much they try to tell Belizeans 
that things are actually good, 
they will never be able convince 
anyone of that. After all Belizeans 
of all walks of life are feeling the 
incredible strain of a depressed 
economic atmosphere where jobs 
are hard to come by, salaries are 
not meeting every day expenses 
and the cost of living keeps 
ballooning. No matter how much 
the PUP tries to have Belizeans 
think that things are all good, 
they will never be able to do so. 
The old adage says: he who feels 
it knows it! And all Belizeans are 
feeling it, despite what the PUP 
say.

Changing The Metrics To Fool Belizeans

Poverty now being measured differently
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
What are you afraid of, Aries 

-- particularly in matters of the heart? 
Something powerful is coming to 
your awareness this week, where you 
might realize that you’re pushing love 
away because you are literally afraid 
that it will make you physically or 
emotionally sick. If this is happening, 
consider the possibility that you’re 
being triggered regarding a hurtful 
situation in your past. Even if you 
thought you healed from it, this could 
still be preventing you from lowering 
your walls enough to let love in. This 
week, you’ll be reminded that nothing 
is perfect when it comes to love. And 
neither are you.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Your heart could be awakened in 

a way that you simply cannot ignore. 
A Full Moon lands in your romance 
sector on Tuesday, and because this 
lunation also makes a gorgeous trine 
to Uranus in your sign, you may feel 
emotionally liberated in the most 
astounding way. This can mean a 
sudden realization that you must let go 
of an unhealthy attachment to someone 
because it’s just not sustainable any 
longer. Alternatively, if you’re single, 
this could be an abrupt recognition 
that you need to let go of things like 
needing to have everything perfect 
before you let love in. Wow!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You may feel a sense of 

exhilaration in the love department. 
Venus is moving through your 11th 
House of Hopes, and on Saturday, 
she’ll make a perfect link to sexy Mars, 
who’s still moving through your sign. 
Essentially, whatever it is that you’ve 
been asking the universe to send you 
in terms of romantic happenings -- that 
can easily come into existence. This 
will probably be due to your uncanny 
ability to make things happen and 
create opportunities where others see 
none. You’re going after whatever 
you want in matters of the heart this 
week, Gemini. And the universe will 
not disappoint!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
You may struggle with love this 

week. You want to see the best in your 
partner, or in a romantic interest, but 
you likely just can’t seem to get out 
of your own way -- or your own head. 
Your thoughts could easily intrude with 
negative, critical fault-finding -- and if 
you begin talking yourself out of love, 
or a loving conversation, you run the 
risk of sabotaging it. Karmically, you 
are moving onto a bigger lesson in love 
and relationship matters. You are meant 
to become a little more strategic about 
what you forgive, but that doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t forgive at all. Knowing 
the difference will be essential.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
You might be ready to breathe a 

huge sigh of relief! Saturn has been in 
your partnership sector for over two 
and a half years, potentially leading 

to one of two extremes in your love 
life. For some, you could have entered 
into a major commitment and realized 
that you’re ready to go the long haul 
with this person. For others, a love 
connection has probably gone through 
significant tests. After all that work, 
Saturn leaves your relationship sector 
this Tuesday, and you’ll get a romantic 
reward directly related to how much 
work you put into this part of your life. 
Expect it to be just and fair.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
You are sure to be more 

emotionally raw and in touch with 
what feels “wrong” in your love life 
-- rather than what could be going 
right. That’s because a Full Moon in 
your sign on Tuesday demands that 
you pay attention to the imperfections 
instead of ignoring them. This will 
be particularly true if there are some 
red flags happening in your current 
love life storyline. Also happening on 
Tuesday is Saturn’s karmic entrance 
into your partnership sector. He will 
remain here until February 2026. You 
are about to become more serious about 
love and commitment than ever before! 
It’s time to be responsible about love, 
not flighty.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You’re sure to feel the weight 

around your heart and love life start 
to lift this week. Saturn will leave 
your romance sector on Tuesday, after 
having spent over two and a half years 
in this part of your chart. During this 
time, you have almost definitely had 
more than your fair share of romantic 
lessons and hardships to endure. You 
might have experienced a serious 
karmic romance as well, but only after 
you work through the difficult task of 
opening your heart to love instead of 
living in fear. This week, as Saturn 
moves on, you might receive a reward 
in the romance department. Keep your 
eyes open.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Your love life is about to become 

serious business. You’ll also need to 
consider where you may be holding 
back in matters of the heart. What is 
your fear factor? What can you do to 
overcome it? Try not to let anxiety 
block love from your life as you 
contemplate questions like these. Those 
topics and more are about to become a 
central theme for you as Saturn enters 
your true love sector on Tuesday. Don’t 
worry, it won’t be an overnight lesson. 
Saturn remains here until February 
2026, and by the end of this cycle, you 
are going to have an extraordinary, 
brave heart -- and quite possibly, 
a fulfilling soul mate connection.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You’ve got sexier prospects 

for love than most people this week. 
Venus is still moving through your 
romance sector, supporting new love 
connections if single. Venus will 
make a perfect link to Mars, now in 
your partnership sector, on Saturday. 
Things could move quickly for you 

and any special someone you start 
to date. If this happens, you’ve got 
the universe’s green light to take the 
driver’s seat and call all the shots. For 
those already in a relationship, you and 
your sweetheart can look forward to 
even more passionate moments than 
usual. Make the most of it -- Venus will 
move on next week

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
You are capable of taking great 

care with your words this week. When 
you make the time to put that care into 
action, it can have both positive and 
negative ramifications in your love life. 
It’s possible that you will come across 
as shy or intellectually insecure to 
someone who is romantically interested 
in you. Saturn, your ruling planet, 
moves into your communication 
sector on Tuesday. This creates a 
brand-new lesson in balance for you, 
one that’s connected to learning how 
to say what you mean and mean what 
you say -- and not to be afraid to say 
it. How that fits into your love life 
story will soon become crystal clear.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
You’re not only going to give off an 
ultra-sexy vibe this week, you’ll also 

Your Horoscope ooze red-hot appeal in all of your 
communication with others! Venus 
will be in your message sector at a 
gorgeous angle to Mars, presently in 
your romance sector. This aspect peaks 
on Saturday, but you can benefit from 
it for most of the week. You’ve got an 
opportunity to use your voice to express 
exactly what you want romantically -- 
and know that you will get it! Practically 
no one could refuse you right now, so 
approach the person you want and 
don’t be shy. You won’t regret it.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
This could be a tricky week for 

you in the love department. A Full 
Moon lands in your partnership sector 
on Tuesday, while centered Saturn 
enters your sign on the same day. You 
are allowed to be much more serious 
about love and relationships than usual, 
and perhaps you somehow know that 
it’s time to get real about this area of 
your life. If you’re with someone who 
you can’t see the point of being with, the 
connection may fall away. Completely 
single? Think about making your 
ultimate romantic checklist. However, 
don’t just read the list and expect a 
lover to fulfill it. You have to embody 
the qualities you seek first.
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Child stimulation month 
kicked off in the Cayo District. 
With children experiencing 
rapid brain growth at an early 
age, parents, teachers, and 
librarians have seen it fit to 
stimulate children in the Cayo 
District. Several libraries in 
this region have activated their 
plans for March, known as Child 
Stimulation Month. 

The Benque Viejo Public 

Library officially opened its 
Annual Child Stimulation Month 
on Thursday, March 2, under the 
theme: We are Strong, Learning, 
and Growing. In a post from the 
Benque Library: It was a privilege 
to have with us the Benque 
Viejo Community Preschool 
participating in our different 
activities. 

Getting into the act as well, 
the San Ignacio Public Library 

Child Stimulation Month Celebrated In 
The Cayo District

also had a fun day on Thursday by 
hosting the Rosados and Santiago 
Juan Community Pre Schools. 
The staff at the library shared 
stories and songs.  By involving 
the children, they truly enjoyed 
the interaction. A note from the 
San Ignacio Public Library stated 
that it was important to value 
literacy, foster change, and shape 
minds. 

At the San Antonio Public 
Library, children were shown a 
movie on Saturday. This is thanks 
to the effort of Librarian Yadira 
Mesh and her team. 

Meanwhile at the Santa Elena 
Public Library, head librarian 

Beatrice Moreno plans to visit 
schools in the upcoming days 
to talk about child stimulation. 
Their knitting group has been 
busy teaching adults how to do 
crochet for young children.

Belize’s Public Libraries 
have been transforming, enriching, 
and uplifting communities since 
1935. By investing in  children 
we invest in our future. 

Numerous research studies 
have shown that early childhood 
stimuli can have a positive impact 
on adulthood. We thank the 
National Library Service and 
Information System for hosting 
these events at their libraries.

Children being fully engaged at the Benque Viejo Public Library

The staff of the San Ignacio Public Library celebrates the beginning of Child 
Stimulation Month


