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On Friday, February 4, the 
Briceno administration went to 
the National Assembly for the 
3rd time in 5 months or 102 days 
for a supplementary budged. 
The exercise was to request 
further funding for the everyday 
operations of the Government as 
well as to finance other endeavors 
that some would argue could 
have waited until the next budget 
reading which is scheduled for 

March of this year.
The request works out to 

having the Government receive 
in the region of 2 million dollars 
per day.

S i n c e  t h e  B r i c e n o 
administration took office it 
has gotten a total of over $198 
million dollars. The breakdown 
is as follow: On October 25 
the Government requested 
$83,375,622. Less than two 

Government Supplementary Budgets More than 
Doubles What Was Saved in Salary Cuts

months later, on December 3 
they again went to parliament to 
request $45,124,674. The most 
recent request on February 4 was 
for $70 Million. All together, the 
three requests add up to over 198 
million dollars. 

I t  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g 
development  for  the  PUP 
administration as they had come 
into office with what they called 

major cost-cutting measures. 
Among those measures was the 
cutting of salaries for public 
officers which was supposed 
to have saved the Government 
some 80 million dollars. But 
it seems that all that was for 
naught as the three supplementary 
requests have now almost tripled 
what those savings were to have 
achieved.

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f 
Belize has gone to the National 
Assembly to ask for $70,350,294 
in a supplementary budget. And 
while the Government says that 

the exercise is necessary for the 
everyday operations, a closer 
inspection of the numbers shows 
that the Briceno Administration 
is engaging in expenditure that 

Extravagant Expenses for Prime Minister’s Office
may not necessarily be absolutely 
necessary. 

Among those expenses are 
three with a sum total of 1,028,928 
in the Ministry of Finance, 
the Prime Minister’s Ministry. 
There is one line item labeled 
‘Upgrade of Office Building’ 
at an astronomical $250,000. 
Then there is another item for 
the ‘Purchase of Office Furniture 
and Equipment’ at $45,928. And 
then there is a third expense for 
$733,000 for the ‘Purchase of 
Vehicles.’

The argument being put 
forward is that the expenditures 
are not necessary and more 
so, they are extravagant. To be 
spending 250 thousand dollars 
and almost 46 thousand dollars in 
just an office is unthinkable and 
have critics questioning what is 
so wrong with the building and 
why is there a need for new office 
furniture and equipment. As for 
the purchasing of vehicles, the 
thought is that this expenditure 

can be pushed back until the next 
budget meeting which is just a 
month away.  
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Nicholas Swazo who was 
found guilty of the 2016 murder 
of gang boss Gerald “Shiney” 
Tillett, has been sentenced to 
life in Prison. Justice Antoinette 
Moore handed down the sentence 
on Wednesday morning at the 
Southern Session of the Supreme 
Court in Dangriga.

Swazo was found guilty 
of the murder of Tillett on May 
25, 2021. Now, 9 months later, 
Justice Antoinette Moore has 
passed sentence. In so doing she 
sentenced him to life in prison 
with the possibility of parole only 
30 years after being imprisoned. 
With him having already served 

5 years and 10 months these 
years will be deducted from the 
total so he will spend 24 years 
and 2 months with effect from 
Wednesday February 9 after 
which he will be able to apply 
for parole.

37-year-old Gerald ‘Shiney’ 
Tillett was at the Wadani Shed 
in Dangriga Town when he was 
attacked while he played a game 
of cards.  At the time two persons 
were injured but Tillett died. 
He was shot to the back of the 
head.  One of the men who was 
under the shed at the time of the 
attack responded to the gunfire 
by shooting at the gunman. That 

Nicholas Swazo

The Covid-19 pandemic 
has been affecting the country of 

and Economy may never be 
able to be fully quantified as the 
strains are felt on a daily basis. 
One organization however that 
is keeping a close eye on the 
pandemic is the Social Security 
Board (SSB).

Responding to a request on 
how the pandemic has affected 
their bottom line over the past 
year, the SSB has replied to the 
Guardian and the figures are quite 
alarming. 

According to the board, 
between January 2020 to January 
13, 2022, it has paid out in excess 
of 7 million dollars in various 
benefits. 

Belize since March of 2019. The 
effects to the Belizean Society 

For Sickness Benefits, 
the claims of a total of 12,733 
persons were honored amounting 
to a staggering 6.3 million dollars 
in pay outs. There have also 
been 258 funeral grants paid out 
amounting to 369,000 dollars. 
Benefits have also been paid out 
to survivors for the beneficiaries 
of 72 insured persons amounting 
to $485,286.

The sum total of claims to 
the board is now at over 7 million 
dollars. With the pandemic now 
showing some signs of slowing 
down, at least for the time being, 
it is expected that the claims in 
the short term will be smaller. 

SSB Pays over $7 Million 
for Covid-19

Social Security Board

Police were called out to 
Hertilett Moody Street in Belize 
City at around 8:30 on Wednesday 
morning where they found 17 
year old Joshua Pou dead on the 
streets. Police say that Pou was 
in the neighborhood when he was 
attacked by a gunman who shot 
him as many as 7 times before 
fleeing the scene.

There is no motive yet 
established for the attack but 
police say that Pou was just 
recently released from the Youth 
Hostel and was frequenting the 
area to seek shelter and food. 
Neighbors say that he would 
often go around the neighborhood 
begging for food as he is not 
being accepted by his family.

17 year old Boy Killed 
in Belize City

Joshua Pou

Shiney Tillett’s Killer 
Sentenced to Life man, later identified as Nicholas 

Swazo, was hit to the chest and 
back. Even though he was hit, 
he still managed to escape but 
responding police were able to 
catch up to him. He was taken 
to the hospital for treatment to 
his injuries and later charged 

with murder and two counts of 
attempted murder.

In court last year, Senior 
Crown Counsel Javier Chan 
was able to marshal enough 
evidence against Swazo to get 
him convicted. 
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Prime Minister Johnny 
Briceno has publicly admitted 
that he owes a great debt to 
his brother, Jaime Briceno, 
one of the Principals of the 
SMART telephone company 
for shouldering the expenses of 

the PUP when he, Johnny, was 
Leader of the Opposition. He told 
Jules Vasquez on Uncut that it 
was actually more than hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. Those 
listening could only surmise 
that it could have possibly been 

millions of dollars. 
That why it is such a strange 

coincidence that in July of last year 
SMART billed the Government 
of Belize for 3,373,154.73 for 
a contract to provide Microsoft 
Licensing to the Government of 
Belize. At the time the United 
Democratic Party had made 
much of the payment especially 
because SMART received the 
contract after it was cancelled 
from the publicly owned BTL. 

Since then, Senator Michael 
Peyrefitte has decided to take the 
matter to the court for Judicial 
Review. That decision will be 
handed down on Friday of Next 
week. But even before that comes, 

legal representatives have stated 
that the Government broke the law 
in giving SMART the contract. 
Still the matter proceeded in court 
and Justice Sonya Young will 
give her decision. 

In trying to defend the 
decision, Briceno has taken the 
position that ‘it wasn’t me, it 
was the public officers.’ Most 
recently he is now claiming that 
BTL was actually creaming the 
Government. 

At the center of it all however 
is the question whether or not 
public funds were used to reward 
Briceno’s brother for shouldering 
PUP expenses during the PUP 
days in opposition.

The Smart Payback

SMART billed the Government of Belize for $3.37M
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Traffic Fatality in Cayo

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License 

ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that Jian Li is applying for the Renewal of a Shop Liquor 
License  for the year 2022 to be operated at “arJ Store” 
located  #20 Maya Street, in San Ignacio Town, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Shelby Sosa is applying for a Renewal of a Shop Liquor License 
for the year 2022 to be operated at “Shelby’s  Store” located in 
the Santa Cruz Area, Benque Viejo del Carmen, Cayo District.

Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor Ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, Lorena 
Vasquez, is applying for the renewal of a ShoP LIQuor LICenCe for 
the year 2022 to be operated at “reyes Little Shop”, located at Rhaburn 
Ridge, in the Belize District.

Lost registration
I, Carol Gabriel, hereby notify that I have lost my registration 

certificate for Motor Vessel, a fiberglass skiff with the name 
Kuuipo with registration #BZ-0071. The vessel has a blue and  

white hull with white deck.
If found kindly call: 624-5124

The United Democratic 
Party has set a date for a National 
Convention during which a leader 
will be elected.

On Saturday February 5, the 
UDP’s National Party Council 
met during which it was asked 
the question whether the party 

should accept the Party Leader’s 
unwritten resignation with effect 
from, January 31 as he had 
announced on the media or to 
make the date of his resignation 
effective March 27 when a new 
Party Leader is elected by the 
National Convention.

After the six hour virtual 
meeting, the question was put 
to a vote where it went 49 to 48 
to accept his resignation with 
effect from January 31. With that, 
Hon. Patrick Faber’s resignation 
became effective and Deputy 
Party Leader, Hon. Hugo Patt 
accepted the appointment to serve 
as the Party’s interim Leader until 
a new Leader is elected at the 
National Convention which is 
slated for March 27 of this year at 
the Bird’s Isle in Belize City.

UDP Sets Convention Date

There are two candidates 
who have expressed interest in 
holding the position, Hon. Tracy 
Taegar Panton and Hon. Shyne 
Barrow. The deadline for persons 
to submit their names to become 
Party Leader remains open until 
Friday February 11. 

A f t e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Convention, the New Leader 
will automatically be appointed 
as the Leader of the Opposition. 
Currently Hon. Shyne Barrow 
holds that position. 

Hon. Tracy Panton Hon. Shyne Barrow

The Ministry of Health & 
Wellness has made a public 
announcement to say that Covid-
19 vaccine boosters are now 
available for children between 
the ages of 12 to 17 years. The 
booster is being recommended for 
use three months after receiving 
their second dose.   

Through a press release 
the ministry stated that, “in 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Science 
and Technology will make 
arrangements to facilitate for 
easy access to the booster doses. 

Children aged 12 to 17 years 
not attending school can get 
vaccinated at the nearest schools 
and scheduled times that will be 
agreed upon and shared shortly 
by both ministries.”

The latest available numbers 
for vaccinations from the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness was from 
January 24. At that time there 
were 24,844 persons between 
the ages of 12-17 that were 
vaccinated. The total number of 
persons fully vaccinated stood at 
202,878.

COVID-19 Boosters Now 
Available for Minors 

Vaccine being administered
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Don’t be ashamed to admit it, 

Aries -- this week money, power, and 
someone with a measure of physical 
presence are probably incredible turn-
ons for you! If someone shows interest 
in getting to know you, you can quickly 
vet him or her and decide whether or 
not they’re up to par. It’s not snobby 
to have standards, and you don’t have 
to apologize for yours. Let yourself 
be totally done with dating down or 
shrinking yourself just to get a crumb 
of love or attention from the wrong 
person. If someone wants a piece of 
you, let them prove that they’re worth 
it.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
A whole new set of possibilities 

might be making their way into your 
romantic world. You might have 
recently felt as if you’ve been asleep 
at the wheel for far too long, as though 
following a dull routine led to you 
losing some of your personal sparkle. 
Get ready to burst out of your comfort 
zone and take on a new love adventure! 
This week, you’ll be reminded that the 
best way out of a rut is to force yourself 
to take radically different action. It all 
starts with your thoughts. They can lead 
you to something truly magical in your 
love and sex life. You can do it!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You likely have little patience 

this week for superficial conversation. 
If your lover or love interest isn’t 
interested in venturing into the depths 
at your side, you might prefer to make 

this journey on your own. Mercury and 
Pluto will line up right in your very 
intense, dark, and mysterious 8th house 
on Friday. This could create a desire 
in you to ferret out the information 
someone you’re hot for is trying to 
hard to keep bottled up inside. Yes, 
this might also mean that you’re about 
to expose someone’s lies or sneaky 
behavior -- but if that’s the case, it’s 
probably better in the long run to learn 
about it now.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
Love and relationship matters 

are sure to be intense for you at this 
time -- and intensely delicious! Mars, 
now in your partnership sector, will be 
at a gorgeous angle to unpredictable 
Uranus on Tuesday. Your partner might 
be ready to pounce on you in a very 
fun way that gets both your heart and 
theirs racing. Any thoughts of working 
on your to-do list could vanish. Then, 
inquisitive Mercury will be exactly 
conjunct Pluto this Friday. Single? You 
might have a secret admirer waiting in 
the wings! They probably think they’re 
being discreet, but your sensitive nature 
can help you figure them out easily.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
A sudden disruption to your 

routine might not be as irritating as it 
first seems -- in fact, it could turn into a 
beautiful mistake that leads to romantic 
potential. Lots of different things could 
happen -- a job interview might involve 
a different person than you expect, 
and some sparks may fly between you 
two! A plan with your potential current 
partner might fall through, only for the 
two of you to have much more fun with 
whatever you end up doing instead. 
You get the idea. There’s no telling 
what kind of chance circumstances will 
lead to passionate moments.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Your love life may grow sexier 

and much more intriguing this week. 
Someone new could have sparked your 
interest lately. As you get to know each 
other, you might feel like you are finally 
starting to peel back their many layers. 
Yes, the potential between you two 
is complicated -- but that is the exact 
reason you’re so hooked. As Mercury 
and Pluto connect in your romance 
sector this Friday, you may discover 
information about them that really 
pulls you in. Whether or not you’re 
totally single, be ready for anything! 
Mars in your romance sector is about 
to trine surprise planet Uranus. Sudden 
romantic moments are very possible.

 
Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22 
There’s no telling what will 

happen this week in your love life! The 
unpredictable energy of Uranus could 
put you on an emotional roller coaster -- 
but fortunately, whatever it is, it should 
still put a smile on your face. Mars will 
be making a gorgeous link to Uranus, 
the ruler of your romance sector. Since 
Mars is now in your domestic 4th 
house, it’s possible that one of your 
relatives will arrange a blind date for 
you with someone without telling 
you anything about it. You may find 
yourself pleasantly surprised! If you’re 
in a relationship, then this energy could 
easily manifest as a sudden decision to 
have a baby. Don’t be afraid to reach 
out and ask for what you want.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Love and partnership matters 

are heating up for you this week! 
Reactive Mars will be perfectly trine 
erratic Uranus on Tuesday. This is the 
quintessential aspect for unexpected 

Your Horoscope action, and it’s focused on your 
relationship and communication sector. 
Translation? You and your partner are 
about to have a chance to make a snap 
decision to do something together that 
could really spice things up in your 
connection. Single? At any moment, 
you might meet someone you’re 
completely drawn to -- right in your 
own neighborhood. This new potential 
love interest might be particularly 
attractive thanks to their knowledge 
about an unusual topic. Keep your 
eyes open!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
If you want something different in 

your love life, you have to do something 
different -- and you definitely need to 
think about something different. This 
week, you’re all about taking actionable 
steps towards progressive change. The 
universe is helping you stand strong and 
proud for what you need in a romantic 
connection. You can truly know that 
even though you’re not responsible for 
any trauma or pain that happened to 
you, you are responsible for one thing: 
healing from it. And that’s your jam all 
week long! Plus, while you’re focused 
on this self-help mode, you may not 
even realize how much more attractive 
you’re becoming to others.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
You’re as sexy as can be this 

week -- and you know it! Mars is still 
moving through your sign, creating 
a greater zest for life -- particularly 
when a sizzling link forms from Mars 
to Uranus, currently in your romance 
sector. Since Uranus is all about 
progressive, unexpected events, you 
can be sure that your love life is about 
to become quite interesting. You could 
easily meet someone who is not your 
typical type at all, and yet find yourself 
instantly wanting to jump into bed with 
them. Or, if partnered, you can get out 
of your comfort zone and take a walk on 
the wild side with your mate. Enjoy!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Some discreet and intimate delights 
could be headed your way this week, 
Aquarius! If you’re wondering what 
lies ahead, it might take a little while 
to figure it out. Enthusiastic Mars is 
currently tucked away in your hidden 
12th house, creating a watered-down 
effect in your ability to take action 
directly. Still, this week Mars will also 
make a gorgeous link to Uranus, the 
planet of sudden events. It’s possible 
that by playing hard to get, you’ll get 
exactly who you want. Or, if you’re in 
a relationship, you and your love might 
do something no one would ever guess. 
That’s OK -- it’s none of their business 
anyway.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
 You might find yourself 

inexplicably attracted to a friend. While 
you probably have always thought 
positive things about this person, 
you might be surprised at how you 
instantly feel an electric buzz this week 
whenever the two of you are in close 
proximity. You can’t explain it, but you 
also may realize that feelings like this 
don’t rush in very often. The chemistry 
is off the charts, potentially enough to 
convince the two of you to act quickly 
to see where it all leads. If you’re in a 
relationship, then it’s possible you’ll 
confide some of your big relationship 
fears or a secret about your mate to a 
close confidante. Make sure you can 
trust this friend!

On Monday, February 7th, 
police charged Glendford Soberanis 
with 4 counts of attempted murder, 
use of deadly means of harm and 
grievous harm. 

The charges arose out of a 
shooting incident which occurred at 
around 6:30p.m. on Antelope Street 
Extension on Saturday evening. 
Police believe that the shooter 
was targeting a man identified as 
Robert Lamb but in the process 

33-year -old Tyrone Teck, 18 -year 
-old Kenroy Ramirez, 33 year old 
Rochelle Reynolds and 28 year 
old Garisha Tillett were injured. 
While four of the victims were 
treated and released, Tyrone Teck 
remains under medical care at the 
KHMH.

Police say that Lamb is well 
known to them and that there have 
been multiple attempts on his life 
in the past. 

Police Arrest 
and Charge 

Mass Shooter

Glendford Soberanis
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Acting on instructions of 
the owner of house #17 sitting 
on lot #471 Regent Street West, 
Mike’s Club is being demolished. 
According to the contractor it 
will take him approximately 
one week before the work is 
complete. For those who pass by 
the old colonial building, it may 
seem just like an eye sore. It is 
after all one of the last remaining 
structures in Belize City that still 
has shingles as part of its siding. 
With weather and time, they have 
become so beaten that worn that 
they could be mistaken for scales 
off an old dragon. But it is not. 
Mike’s Club is an institution. 

As oral history would have 
it, Mike’s Club was formed 
by its owner and namesake, 
Miguel ‘Mike’ Zayden  as an 
entertainment and recreation 
center for those who enjoyed the 
night life and gambling in the 
early 1960’s. We are not certain 
when the club was formed but 
we do know that in its formative 
years, it saw the affluent Belize 

card games were features of the 
institution. While gambling per-
say was not necessarily legal in 
Belize, there was a loophole and 
the proprietor of the club found 
a way around it. By establishing 
it as a club, members were 

allowed to freely participate in 
whatever the club offered to its 
members, and for Mike’s club it 
was gambling. 

Again, as oral history would 
dictate, the club’s manager was 
Alvin Diamond who was given a 

life interest in the property which 
was owned by Mr. Sikaffy (his 
first name eludes us). In effect 
he was the de-facto owner of the 
building, that is, for as long as 
he was living. It has now been a 
couple of years since Diamond 
passed away and apparently, 
the property has reverted back 
to the inheritors of the original 
owner on who’s instruction the 
contractor is acting to demolish it. 
As we understand it, the building 
will be demolished to make way 
for some other investment.

The colonial type building 
is one that has features unlike 
most other buildings in Belize 
City, it sits on a stilted foundation 
made of bricks and as mentioned 
previously, also has shingles for 
its siding. The club is perhaps one 
of the oldest in the country and 
was a gathering Mecca for many a 
gambler. It would hold gambling 
sessions that would start early in 
the evenings and would run into 
the following day. The place was 
like no other! It’s coming down 
is the end of an era. 

city denizens make their way to 
the house to indulge in all manner 

of gambling activities. Bingo 
games, Caram, Dominoes, and 

Mike’s Club

Mike’s Club was formed by its owner and namesake, Miguel ‘Mike’ Zayden

The colonial type building is one that has features unlike most other buildings in 
Belize City

Historic Mike’s Club Demolished

The United Democratic Party is saddened by the 
passing of Belizean Businessman, Philanthropist, 
Sports Enthusiast/Promoter and member of our 

United Democratic Party Family, Tiburcio Romel 
Perdomo.

The United Democratic Party family and it’s 
Leaders join hands and hearts in the expression of 

Sincere Condolences and Deepest Sympathies to the 
Perdomo family both at home and abroad on this very 

sad occasion. 
We all take comfort in the knowledge that Brother 

Romel is now resting in eternal peace and will rise in 
Glory to receive his just and well deserved reward.

Rest In Peace Romel. You have made your mark 
in this life. We will all miss you dearly.
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Belize joined the international 
community to observe World 
Cancer Day on February 4, 2022, 
under the theme, ‘Close the care 
gap.’ The Ministry of Health & 
Wellness and its partners continue 
the fight against cancer.

The Epidemiology Unit of 
the Ministry of Health & Wellness 
reports that as of 2018, cancers of 
the breast, cervix, uterus, colon, 
and rectum in women and prostate 
in men are the leading causes of 
cancer and death in the adult 
population. In Belize, as in other 
developing nations, specifically 
those in the Caribbean, the aging 
and expansion of the population 
in cities increases the prevalence 
of cancer risk factors such as 
smoking, obesity, and physical 
inactivity. Data from the Ministry 
of Health (2020) reveal that 
there were 340 newly diagnosed 
persons with cancers and 260 
cancer deaths in 2020. 

Cancer is the second leading 
cause of non-communicable 
deaths in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. A PAHO/WHO 
(2019) report indicates a cancer 
death rate of 105.7 per 100,000 
population. 

Cancer is a disease that 
occurs when changes in a group of 
normal cells within the body lead 
to uncontrolled, abnormal growth 
forming a lump called a tumor; 
this is true of all cancers except 
leukemia (cancer of the blood). If 
left untreated, tumors can grow 
and spread into the surrounding 
normal tissue, or to other parts 
of the body via the bloodstream 
and lymphatic systems, and can 
affect the digestive, nervous and 
circulatory systems or release 
hormones that may affect body 
function.

Cancer tumors can be 
divided into three groups: benign, 
malignant, or precancerous. 
Benign tumors are not cancerous 
and rarely threaten life. They 
tend to grow quite slowly, do 
not spread to other parts of the 
body, and are usually made up 
of cells quite similar to normal 
or healthy cells. They will only 

cause a problem if they grow very 
large, become uncomfortable, 
or press on other organs - for 
example, a brain tumor inside the 
skull. Malignant tumors are faster 
growing than benign tumors and 
have the ability to spread and 
destroy neighboring tissue. Cells 
of malignant tumors can break off 
from the main (primary) tumor 
and spread to other parts of the 
body through a process known 
as metastasis. Upon invading 
healthy tissue at the new site 
they continue to divide and grow. 
These secondary sites are known 
as metastases and the condition is 
referred to as metastatic cancer. 
Precancerous (or premalignant) 
describes the condition involving 
abnormal cells which may (or is 
likely to) develop into cancer.

In fec t ious  agen t s  a re 
responsible for around 2.2 million 
cancer deaths annually. This does 
not mean that these cancers can be 
caught like an infection; rather the 
virus can cause changes in cells 
that make them more likely to 
become cancerous. Around 70% 
of cervical cancers are caused by 
Human papillomavirus (HPV) 
infections. Bacterial infections 
have not been thought of as cancer-
causing agents in the past, but 
more recent studies have shown 
that people who have helicobacter 
pylori infection of their stomach 
develop inflammation of the 
stomach lining, which increases 
the risk of stomach cancer.

President of the Belize 
Cancer Society Mrs. Laura 
Tucker Longsworth, (MSN, 
RN.OBE), says that the limitation 
of cancer care in Belize is the 
extremely high cost of getting 
treatment. Those seeking cancer 
care services also experience great 
difficulty in receiving and paying 
for screening and diagnostic tests 
and often do not receive test 
results for weeks and months, 
further delaying diagnosis and 
access to cancer care. 

Philip Castillo, Health 
Planner from the Policy Planning 
Unit within the Ministry of Health 
concurs that cancer treatment 

requires specialized care with the 
use of high technology.  “[For] 
those who travel out of Belize, 
the cost is overwhelming,” says 
Philip Castillo. At the level of 
Primary Health Care, the Ministry 
of Health continues to collaborate 
with the National Health Insurance 
NHI for affordable health care. 

In the fight against cancer, 
the Ministry of Health has 
partnered with the Belize Cancer 
Society, Belize Family Life 
Association, Belize Palliative 
Care Foundation, and others. The 
Ministry of Health plans to resume 
with the HPV vaccine, which has 
been interrupted by COVID-19. 
“It prevents cervical cancer,” 
says Mrs. Laura Longsworth, 
regarding the HPV Vaccine. 
“We are really worried about 
our women with cervical cancer 
and cancer of the breast because 
the numbers are high,” says Mrs. 
Laura Longsworth. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r s . 
Longsworth it is important for 
men to also check for prostate 
cancer.

“We don’t have men doing 
annual checks, and stigma 
attached,” she says. 

A press release issued 
by the Belize Cancer Society 
Headquarters at 2625 Mercy Lane 
in Belize City on World Cancer 
Day reports that Belize continues 
to improve its capacity to provide 
diagnostic, medical, and surgical 
interventions for cancer, as well 
as chemotherapy services to its 
clients. There are basic screening 
services being offered in public 
health facilities, that are limited 
based on geographical locations. 
There is a resident Oncologist and 
chemotherapy suite at the Karl 
Heusner Memorial Hospital. The 
Belize Cancer Center at number 11 
Pine Street in Dangriga continues 
to provide chemotherapy to 
thousands of Belizeans, and 
have expanded their services to 
the Belize Cancer Center which 

was recently launched by the 
Belize Cancer Society. However, 
radiation therapy, which is a gold 
standard in treating cancer is not 
available in Belize. 

The Belize Cancer Society 
continues to be concerned about 
the fragmented system of cancer 
care services that exist in our 
country. The non-profit makes a 
renewed call to all stakeholders, 
the public and private sectors, the 
Ministry of Health, and health 
care professionals to establish 
a Comprehensive Cancer Care 
Program for the people of 
Belize. This must include the 
formalization of a Cancer Registry 
and taking immediate action to 
create access to radiation services 
as well as the formulation of 
plans for the establishment of a 
radiation facility in Belize. 

The Ministry of Health and 
Wellness is encouraging the 
public to get regular medical 
check-ups that can lead to early 
detection and increase the chance 
of successful treatment. Also, 
during this COVID-19 pandemic, 
persons living with cancer, cancer 
survivors, and families of cancer 
patients are strongly encouraged 
to get the COVID-19 vaccine 
and to continue to practice all 
public health and social measures 
implemented to reduce the risk of 
becoming infected as well as the 
severity of symptoms. 

According to the World 
Health Organization, cancer is 
the second leading cause of death 
globally. Ten million people 
die from cancer every year. 
While the burden of cancer is 
felt worldwide, about 70% of 
deaths are registered in low- 
and middle-income countries. 
Millions of lives could be saved 
each year by implementing 
resource appropriate strategies 
for prevention, early detection, 
and treatment. The total annual 
economic cost of cancer is 
estimated at US$1.16 trillion.
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