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Police in Hattieville are 
investigating the killing of 51 year 
old Leroy Mckoy Fuller who’s 
body was found in a shallow 
grave at around 8:30a.m. on 
Wednesday, December 21.

Officers were called to an 
area near mile 15 on the George 
Price Highway in Hattieville 
Village near the Hector Creek 
bridge where they discovered the 
body of Mckoy Fuller. 

Family members say, Fuller 
was a drug user and the last time 
they saw him was two nights prior 
to his discovery on Monday night. 
They say they heard a gunshot on 
that night, thereafter Fuller was 
not seen or heard from.

Relat ives say they do 
not know a reason why Fuller 
would have been killed but it is 
noteworthy that his body was 
found just a few yards from 
where he lived. 

Residents say that the area 
where Fuller’s body was found 
is active with criminal activity 
and are requesting greater police 
presence in the area

Leeroy Mckoy Fuller

Hatieville Man Found 
In Shallow Grave

Gilroy Usher, the Area 
Representative for the Port 
Loyola division caused quite a 
scene on Wednesday, December 
21, when he planned the delivery 
of a house to a constituent but 
those who were to hand over the 
house never showed up. 

It is the first and only house 
that has been constructed in 
the Port Loyola division and it 
was cause for great celebration 
for Usher but the owner of the 
house was left waiting along with 
Usher himself who had made all 
the preparations for the delivery 
of the keys. In an impromptu 
press conference to vent his 
frustration, Usher told the media 
that there had been in excess 
of 50 applications for houses 
in the division and the ministry 
of Infrastructure Development 
and Housing had only built one. 
Usher says that at the rate they are 
going it is likely that only two and 
a half houses will be built in his 
constituency in 5 years.

He then called out on his 
own government to deliver on 
their promise to build houses for 
the people.  

But the Ministry of Housing 
did not take too kindly to Usher’s 
complaints. Marissa Quan, a 

spokesperson for the ministry 
explained that there was no 
arrangement made for the delivery 
of the house. She went on to 
explain that the contractor, who 
was recommended by Usher, had 
done a poor job at finishing the 
house. She added that the reason 
the house was not completed in 
time was because the contractor 
was busy working on Usher’s 
own home.

For his part, the Minister 
of Infrastructure Development 
and Housing, Julius Espat took 
umbrage with Usher’s complaint 
and reminded him that he was 
the one that did not want to 
have houses built in the division 
because they were too small. 

He went on to chide Usher, 
saying that they had gone over 
and beyond for residents of Port 
Loyola after the hurricane.

Whatever the case, the 
reality of the entire matter is 
that residents of Port Loyola 
are on the receiving end of this 
squabble. As for Espat’s claim 
that the ministry has assisted 
the area, it is something that is 
said but on the ground it is a 
different situations as hundreds 
of residents are yet to receive any 
assistance.

One House For Port 
Loyola In 2 Years

Gilroy Usher Julius Espat
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An 83 year old woman 
died in the early morning hours 
of Sunday December 18 after 
her house became engulfed in 
flames. 

Elita Coleman was at home 
on Rasta Street in Belize City at 
around 12:30a.m. when her home 
became engulfed in flames. The 
octogenarian was asleep in her 
bedroom when the house caught 
fire. She was unable to get out 
of the home and screamed and 
pleaded to neighbors outside the 
home to get her out. Any effort 
was fruitless however as the 
house was completely burglar 

barred and emergency responders 
as well as neighbors were unable 
to gain entry into the home. 

Coleman died in the blaze 
and fire personnel state that 
she died as a result of smoke 
inhalation.

While family members say 
that the police and fire department 
were ineffective at trying to get 
the senior citizen out of the home, 
the elderly woman, as was routine 
was locked inside the home. 
Reports are that she was unable 
to get out of the home since she 
did not have access to the keys 
of the house. 

Elderly Woman 
Dies In Fire

Elita Coleman
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The Belize Defense Force 
(BDF) is reporting that they 
destroyed three fields of the 
Coca plant which is used to 
produce cocaine. It is the first 
reported instance of such an 
operation taking place and BDF 
Commander, Brigadier General 
Azariel Loria told the media 
that the operation took place in 
an area south west of Graham 
Creek in the Toledo district on 
Wednesday, December 21. 

Loria explains that three 
plantations were found one of 

the plantations had some ten 
thousand plants, another had 
about twenty thousand plants 
and the largest had some eighty 
thousand coca plants. The BDF 
commander explained that the 
plants were some two to three feet 
in height indicating that they had 
just recently been planted. 

As mentioned, this is the 
first reported case of Coca plants 
being destroyed in Belize and 
the BDF says they will maintain 
an active presence in the area to 
deter this illegal activity. 

Coca Plantations 
Destroyed

Over 100 thousand coca plants were destroyed
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Driving or walking the streets 
of Belize City you will at some 
point encounter homeless people.  
They are mostly concentrated in 
the downtown area of the city.  
They are either sleeping on the 
walk paths, under buildings, on 
stairways or walking around and 
begging.  To some people they are 
a nuisance, but to this writer it is 
a sad and complex circumstance 
that these people find themselves 
in.

While they might be eyesores 
to our residents,and not to mention 
the tourists, we cannot turn a 
blind eye to this situation that is 
plaguing our streets. Is it solely 
the government’s responsibility or 
should it be a collective societal 
effort?Whatever the answer is, 
more has to be done to help this 
marginalized group, who have 
become homeless for various 
reasons. These are people who 
lack affordable housing, suffer 
from poverty and unemployment, 
leave prison, or have mental or 
physical health problems. Those 
women who find themselves on 
the street are often avoiding a 
violent or abusive relationship. 
There have been instances of 
homeless persons sleeping on 

the streets being deliberately hit 
or kicked, or experienced other 
forms of violence.  In all this, 
there is no doubt that in almost 
every case homelessness can be 
prevented, and even ended. 

Organizations, institutions 
or any agency, be it government, 
private or non-profit who are 
tasked to oversee the welfare 
of these people must critically 
address the way in which they are 
handled.As a citizenry we cannot 
keep saying it is not our family, 
or that it is not our responsibility 
so we have no obligation to help.  
We all walk pass these persons 
with their hands outstretched 
begging as if we do not even 
see them.  We even act annoyed 
that they are in our path, and we 
exhibit this behavior as if they 
should be shunned or scorned.  
We have lost our humanity.  
What must be remembered is 
that most of these persons are 
victims of certain circumstances, 

and they are someone’s family. 
It is highly unlikely that they are 
in their situation out of choice. 
How can the issue be fixed if we 
are not doing what is necessary 
to ensure that the proper help is 
given to these affected persons?  
The government must provide 
the necessary infrastructure and 
programs to deal with this issue.

Granted there are a few 
homes like the Ghann’s Rest 
House and Raymond Parks 
Night Shelter in Belize City that 
provide some form of shelter, 
but these are inadequate in the 
services and space that they 
provide.  For the most part these 
facilities only provide sleeping 
accommodations and a meal.  
There is no care for those who 
are suffering from mental health 

issues.  To be allowed into these 
facilities there are certain rules 
which must be followed; and if 
a person’s mental health is not 
stable and they be compelledto 
abide by rules, then they are 
turned away and are right back on 
the streets being a ‘nuisance’.

Local authorities have a duty 
to secure a home for some groups 
of people, and this is best referred 
to as the main homelessness duty. 
A planned approach needs to be 
implemented to perhaps build a 
large hostel type accommodation, 
equipped with trained staff,and 
properly furnished with the 
right equipment to ensure that 
occupants are properly cared 
for.  What is most important is 
that those who need to be treated 
for mental health issues get the 
proper treatment so they can live 
normal lives, and avoid being on 
the streets and making themselves 
‘nuisances.’ 

We have got to do better 
Belize. We must do better 
Belize.

Homeless In Belize

By way of a Memo to all 
formation and sub-formation 
commanders ,  on  Tuesday 
December 20th, the Commissioner 
of Police informed that subject to 
section 27 of the Intoxicating 
Liquor Licensing Act, CAP 150 
and Regulation 5 of its Subsidiary 
Legislation the sale of alcohol will 
be restricted on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 
These restrictions include closure 
on Christmas Eve for Publican’s 
General License holders at 10 
p.m., Malt Liquor and Cider 
License holders are to stop sales 
at 11p.m., Shop or Beer License 
holders are to stop sales between 
4 and 7p.m. and again at 9p.m. 

Restaurants are to stop sales from 
midnight to 6 a.m. Publican’s 
Special holders are to stop sales 
between midnight and 10a.m. 
Member’s Club license holders 
will be closed from 3a.m. to 9a.m. 
Convenience stores cannot sell 
alcohol from midnight to 9 am. 
Night clubs are to be closed for 
sale of alcohol from midnight 
to 10 a.m. and Special License 
holders cannot sell alcohol from 
midnight to 10a.m. 

Also of note is that no sale 
of alcohol will be permitted on 
Christmas day across the board 
of all license holders in varying 
times. 

Holiday Sale Of 
Alcohol Regulated
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The  Suga r  Crop  was 
scheduled to start on Tuesday 
of last week but the milling has 
not commenced as the Sugar 
Industry Control Board has not 
Gazetted the start of the season. 
The crooks of the matter is bogged 
at a commercial dispute between 
BSIL/ASR and the largest of 
four sugar cane producing 
associations, the Belize Sugar 
Cane Farmers Association. 

With  tha t  three  o ther 
associations and the miller are 
ready to begin sugar production 
but the Government is holding 
off on officially launching the 
season. Over the past few days 
the BSCFA and BSIL have 
had mediation sessions but the 
outcome has not yet been made 
public. There are reports that the 
miller is proposing that a two year 
agreement be signed but that is 
being met with resistance with 
the farmers wanting to sign just 
for one year.

The contention between the 
miller and the farmers is over the 
price that is paid to the farmers 
for sugar cane deliveries where 
they want additional income for 
the bagasse that remains after 
the cane juice is extracted. The 
bagasse is used as fuel to power 
ASR’s Belcogen plant which 
is used to run the mill with 
any excess power being sold to 
BEL.  

The dispute is  a  long 
standing one, last year similar 
to what is happening now, the 
milling operations were halted 
as the cane farmers from BSCFA 
staged a demonstration at the mill 
stopping any delivery of cane 
from other associations. 

It is noteworthy that at least 
4 area representatives of the 
People’s United Party are cane 
farmers themselves standing 
to gain handsomely if  the 
commercial agreement is signed 
to increase payments to farmers.

No Sugar Season 
In Sight

The International Monetary 
Fund has given preliminary 
conclusions on their 2022 staff 
visit which was presented o the 
Government of Belize on October 
28 of this year. In its report the 
IMF, like the Government claims 
that the country is on the way to 
financial recovery.

In the two page report, 
the IMF recommends that the 
Government invest more in 
infrastructure and on targeted 
social programs. It however also 
recommends that government 
not subsidize fuel, meaning that 
they would prefer that the prices 

of fuel remain high.
What is concerning to some 

observers is the shallowness of the 
report with very little information 
being provided to determine how 
it is that they have been able to 
surmise that the country is on 
the way to recovery. There are 
those who posit that those experts 
who analyze the numbers are 
not actually taking into account 
the large loans that the PUP 
administration has been taking 
on since assuming office and 
what effect that is having on the 
renegotiation of the Superbond 
into the Blue Bond.    

IMF 
Recommends 
Higher Fuel 

Prices
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B e l i z e ’s  e x c e p t i o n a l 
b iod ive r s i t y  ha s  become 
a focus of discussion in the 
international arena. Mrs. Nayari 
Diaz-Perez, Executive Director 
of the prestigious Protected 
Areas Conservation Trust is 
now representing Belize in 
Canada. She will be supporting 
negotiations surrounding the 
Global Biodiversity Framework, 
as well as around Target 18 and 
19 which focuses on acquiring 
adequate financial resources to 
implement such framework. Her 
support to the Belize Delegation 
at this year’s COP15 is immensely 
appreciated. 

The Fifteenth meeting of 

the Conference of the Parties 
(COP 15) takes place in two 
phases. Phase one was virtually 
completed from 11 to 15 October, 
2021. Phase two resumed in 
Montreal, Canada, from 7 to 19 
December 2022 where our Belize 
Delegation made face-to-face 
participation. 

The main agenda for COP15 
entailed the negotiation via Open 
Ending Working Groups and 
Plenary; the adoption of the 
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework. The framework 
builds on lessons learned from 
the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 
2011-2020  and  i t s  A ich i 
Biodiversity Targets. It recognizes 

that urgent policy action globally, 
regionally, and nationally is 
required to transform economic, 
social, and financial models so 
the trends that have exacerbated 
biodiversity loss will stabilize by 
2030 and allow for the recovery 
of natural ecosystems, with net 
improvements by 2050. 

The Belize Delegation 
hosted a side event at this year’s 
CBD COP, under the title of 
“Green & Blue Finance solutions: 
the Road to a Sustainable Belize”. 
This event featured a panel of 
sector representatives who 
presented a range of solutions 
for financing, conserving, and 
sustainably utilizing biodiversity 
in Belize to Highlight Green and 
Blue Finance Solutions. Such an 
event was utilized in Belize to 
support and balance conservation 
with sustainable development, 
and demonstrate the importance 
of integrated approaches in the 
implementation of the CBD 
strategic objectives. 

Biodiversity is a term used 
to describe the enormous variety 
of life on Earth. It can be used 
more specifically to refer to all 
of the species in one region or 
ecosystem. Biodiversity refers 
to every living thing, including 
plants, bacteria, animals, and 
humans. 

From the angle of protected 

areas management, which is 
one of the primary tools utilized 
in Belize for Biodiversity 
Management, Belize currently has 
35.8% of its land mass designated 
under some form of protection. 
The Biodiversity Office informs 
The Guardian that Belize also 
has approximately 19% of its 
territorial waters under some 
form of conservation. 

There is an urgent need to 
improve baseline information 
and knowledge on the species 
identified to be at highest risk 
in Belize, which include the 
following: Central American 
river turtle (Dermatemys mawii); 
Yellow-headed parrot (Amazona 
oratrix); Central American spider 
monkey (Ateles geoffroyi); White-
lipped peccary (Tayassu pecari); 
Goliath grouper (Epinephelus 
itajara) and others.

B e l i z e ’ s  N a t i o n a l 
Biodiversi ty  Strategy and 
Action Plan 2016-2020 outlines 
the key target areas to address 
threats to biodiversity. The main 
threats recognized nationally 
include Climate Change, and 
unsustainable use of biodiversity 
(fishing, hunting, logging). 
Pollution, population growth, and 
unsustainable tourism practices 
have also been identified as 

Belize Is Well-Represented At 
Biodiversity Meetings In Canada

Mrs. Nayari Diaz-Perez is the Executive Director of the Protected Areas 
Conservation  Trust, who is representing Belize in Canada

(Continued on Page 13)
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Personal growth, here you 

come! You’re ready to branch out 
and experience the best that life and 
love have to offer you, thanks to 
magnanimous Jupiter entering your 
sign on Tuesday. There is truly nothing 
you can’t accomplish, now that you’ve 
taken the driver’s seat of your love life. 
Let your own determination be your 
guiding star as you pay attention to 
the new people who enter your life -- 
any one of them could transform your 
romantic situation into a grand love 
story. If you’re already taken, prepare 
to expand your horizons with your 
sweetheart. Oh, the places you’ll go!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
You might be the most excitable 

and adventurous sign at the moment 
-- because of that, you’re capable of 
truly maximizing the benefits of any 
romantic opportunities. Seizing the 
moment is easier than usual when 
Uranus is in your sign! Plus, thanks 
to Venus and Uranus’s gorgeous trine 
on Thursday, you’re able to indulge 
in a moment of love potential that 
might have otherwise passed you by. It 
should be the best kind of surprise. You 
may not know exactly what to expect 
in matters of the heart, but you can 
count on two things: whatever happens 
will most likely be positive and will 
surely make your heart beat faster!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Your social life is almost sure 

to become your happy place this 
week. Jupiter, the planet of luck and 
expansion, enters your social 11th 
house on Tuesday. This encourages 
you to be extremely proactive about 
initiating new connections with people 
who are very much like you. With this 
ability to make the most of any social 
opportunity, you might end up being 
around many more people than usual 
-- even for you! This offers tons of love 
potential, thanks to the sheer number 
of friends and acquaintances crossing 
your path. Be on the lookout for at 
least one of them to show passionate, 
romantic interest. Yes, Gemini, you’ve 
got options!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
Your social life is almost sure 

to become your happy place this 
week. Jupiter, the planet of luck and 
expansion, enters your social 11th 
house on Tuesday. This encourages 
you to be extremely proactive about 
initiating new connections with people 
who are very much like you. With this 
ability to make the most of any social 
opportunity, you might end up being 
around many more people than usual 
-- even for you! This offers tons of love 
potential, thanks to the sheer number 
of friends and acquaintances crossing 
your path. Be on the lookout for at 
least one of them to show passionate, 
romantic interest. Yes, Gemini, you’ve 
got options!

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
Your love life is about to become 

more “glass half full” than “glass 
half empty.” Jupiter, the planet of 
optimism -- and the ruler of your 
romance sector -- will enter your 

9th House of Expansion on Tuesday. 
Until the middle of May 2023, you 
can enjoy the benefits of Jupiter 
helping you keep faith in love and also 
emboldening you to take proactive risks 
in order to maximize your relationship 
possibilities. If you’re single, you’re 
likely to be attracted to someone with 
a growth mindset who is ready to 
overcome any limitations. If you’re 
taken, you can infuse your partner with 
shared enthusiasm. Together, you can 
achieve anything!

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Your love situation is practically 

glowing with spectacular possibilities 
at the moment. Venus is currently 
moving through your true love sector 
and will make a brilliant link to Uranus 
on Thursday. This is the quintessential 
“love at first sight” aspect, so you just 
might fall fast and hard for someone 
special. Then, a beautiful New Moon 
lands in the same part of your chart on 
Friday. Single Virgos can look forward 
to potentially meeting someone new. 
If you’re already paired up, you and 
your sweetheart might be ready to take 
your connection to a new -- and very 
passionate -- level.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Luck is on your side when it 

comes to love! Jupiter, the planet of 
blessings, enters your partnership 
sector on Tuesday and remains in this 
area of your chart until the middle 
of May next year. With Jupiter here, 
anything is possible in your love life 
-- don’t shy away from thinking big 
thoughts. If you’re already dating 
someone, keep your eyes open for 
signs of deeper commitments in the 
near future. The two of you could move 
in together, become engaged, or even 
get married. Completely single Libras 
should get ready for romance, because 
your relationship status could change 
at any moment.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
The element of surprise will be 

a major factor this week for you in 
matters of the heart. This Thursday, 
Venus will make a gorgeous link 
to unexpected Uranus, presently in 
your relationship sector. A chance 
conversation with someone else, 
whether you already know them or not, 
could lead to a brand-new beginning 
in love. You might be innocently 
talking to one of your neighbors when 
they insist on setting you up with 
someone they know. Feel free to say 
yes! On the other hand, you may meet 
someone while you’re going about 
your normal day, such as on your way 
to work or while stopping for your 
morning coffee. Anything is possible!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Love is in the air! Jupiter, your 

ruling planet, will move into your 
romance sector on Tuesday and remain 
there through mid-May 2023. This 
happens only once every twelve years, 
so it’s both a rare and powerful support 
for true love. If you’re single, it’s on! 
Even if you’re already in a relationship, 
there are tons of amazing possibilities. 
You and your sweetheart might decide 

to try for a baby -- or simply prioritize 
spending more time having fun and 
enjoying life through hobbies you 
share. It’s your time to take a risk in 
love and know you will be rewarded 
in amazing ways.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
You’re ready to clean the slate 

in your life and start something new. 
Although the New Moon in your sign 
suggests this could be about any of your 
personal endeavors, it will also almost 
certainly include romantic happenings. 
If you’re happily dating someone or 
in a commitment already, then this 
fresh start is more about infusing your 
connection with something a little more 
exciting -- and even experimental. 
Thanks to the Moon’s inspiration, it 
should be quite successful. Single? 
There is every indication you’ll make 
a love connection out of nowhere 
as Venus in your sign links up with 
Uranus, now in your romance sector. 
It’ll be a groovy kind of love!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Domestic environments encourage love 
this week. Coupled Aquarians could 
encounter the sudden opportunity to 
move in with a sweetheart. This might 

Your Horoscope not even be anything either of you 
talked about before. It could be due to 
an unpredictable change in either your 
or your partner’s living situation. One 
of you might have to find a new place, 
and the two of you may decide to give 
living together a try. With Venus and 
Uranus on your side, it should work out 
well. If you’re single, it’s possible that 
someone in your family knows exactly 
who you’re crushing on. Let them 
help you figure out if it’s a hopeless 
fantasy or if there’s actual potential.

P i s c e s   F e b  1 9  –  M a r  2 0 
A friend’s advice could be exactly 

what you need to get your love life back 
on track. Venus is dancing through 
your friendship sector and will make 
a beautiful trine to Uranus, currently 
in your communication sector, on 
Thursday. It’s possible that your friend 
will bring a perspective unlike anything 
you could have dreamed of about a 
present romantic situation. Once you 
start looking at things through this lens, 
you may actually realize that you’ve 
been the one getting in your own way 
all along. It should be liberating -- and 
it can help you get what you want in 
matters of the heart!

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that armando Chan is applying for the renewal of a restuarant 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Chon Saan Palace” 
located at #1 Kelly Street, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Tenisha Tucker is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor 
License for the year 2023 to operate “Las nubes Shop” located at 
#62 Laisina Farm Road, Trial Farm Village, Orange Walk District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Juan Luis Medinas is applying for the renewal of 
a restaurant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “dready’s 
restaurant and Sports Bar” located at 179 Kiskadee Street, Orange 
Walk District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Ghan eden Belize Limited is applying for the renewal of a Malt 
and Cider Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “agua Clara 
resort” located in Frank’s Eddy Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Zhi Jun huang is the renewal of a Malt and Cider 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “J&L Store” located at 
#37 Neal’s Pen Road, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Selina Pinelo is applying for the renewal of a restaurant Liquor 
License for the year 2023 to operate “Caladium restaurant” located 
at Market Square, Belmopan City, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Jahed ahmed/Md rakib Jony el hassan is applying for the 
renewal of a Beer Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Mid 
Town Grocery Shop” located at 61/63 Albert Street, Belize City, 
Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor Licence 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Karla Vanessa Milla is applying for the renewal of a restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “el Flum Grill and Chill” 
located in Bella Vista Village,  Stann Creek District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
Licence ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that antonio romero is applying for the renewal of a 
Publican Special Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Bar 
el Solito” located in Bella Vista Village,  Stann Creek District.

Liquor License Notice
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noTICe oF SerVICe oF ProCeSS 
BY PuBLICaTIon

STaTe oF norTh CaroLIna 
MeCKLenBurG CounTY In The 

dISTrICT CourT

CuSTodY proceeding to Pedro antonio 
Martinez Case no. 22-CVd-17293

Take notice that a pleading seeking relief 
against you has been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief being sought is 

as follows: ChILd CuSTodY.
You are required to make defense to such 

pleading no later than 40 days, TBd and upon 
your failure to do so the party seeking service 

against you will apply to the court for the relief 
sought.

This, the 8th day of december, 2022.

Contact information:
ruth Jaimes, esq. attorney for Plaintiff

  2101 Sardis road north, Suite 205
Charlotte, nC 28227
Office (704) 966-8660
 Fax     (704) 966-8661

noTICe

WeST Tone enTerPrISeS, InC.
(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 

Companies & Corporate Affairs Registry with 
effect from december 13th, 2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

noTICe

Selira holding Limited
 Crown asset Consultants Inc.

united Business enterprises Corp.
(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 
International Corporate Affairs Registry with 

effect from december 2nd, 2022.
orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.

registered agent

SaGICor LIFe InC.

elton Bennett of 4089 Mountainview 
Blvd, Belmopan, Cayo District, Belize 

has made sworn deposition that Policy No 
012001312 issued by Sagicor Life Inc has been 

declared lost.
dated december 8 th , 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

threats. One of the weaknesses that 
have been highlighted includes 
insufficient data management 
and where data does exist no 
mechanism for data sharing. This 
makes comprehensive reporting 
on updated biodiversity data 
more difficult.

Currently, Belize is one of 
the countries that are a Party to 
the Convention on Biological 
Diversity. As such, Belize 
has been and will continue to 
be represented at negotiation 
sessions for the Post-2020 Global 
Biodiversity Framework. 

The idea of quantifying 
the value of biodiversity for 
public consumption has been 
challenging for conservation 
leaders across the World. The 
value of life on land is slowly 
being identified. Yet, the value 
of biodiversity in the seas has 
gained some support. 

The value of our biodiversity 
is incalculable. Ocean organisms, 
both plants, and animals form 
the basis of numerous successful 
drugs, including remdesivir, 
the first treatment approved 
for COVID, and Halaven, a 
blockbuster anticancer drug 
derived from a Japanese sea 

sponge that has annual sales 
of more than $300 million. 
Genetic material from high seas 
organisms and the digital data 
from sequencing their genomes 
could be used to develop new 
products potentially worth 
billions of dollars. But who 
owns these resources, which 
theoretically belong to the entire 
world, and who gets to profit 
from their use? The details of 
where U.N. negotiators got stuck 
on those questions provide great 
insight into whether there is any 
hope of protecting and managing 
the high seas.

Since the 1950s researchers 
have discovered almost 34,000 
m a r i n e  c o m p o u n d s  w i t h 
commercial potential for a wide 
variety of uses. An antifreeze 
protein from a cold-water fish has 
improved the texture of ice cream, 
and an enzyme extracted from a 

microbe along the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge is being used to develop a 
biofuel. So far companies have 
successfully developed more 
than a dozen drugs from marine 
organisms found within national 
waters. These include remdesivir 
and Halaven, as noted, as well as 
azidothymidine (AZT), the first 
approved treatment for HIV, and 
Yondelis, a drug used to treat 
ovarian cancer. Scientists in 
countries with advanced research 
programs are now looking to the 
unexplored genomes of high-seas 
organisms for new leads for the 
marine biotechnology industry, 
which is projected to be worth 
$6.4 billion by 2025.

Negotiators have looked for 
some guidance for a high sea’s 
agreement from the Nagoya 
Protocol, which is part of the 
U.N. Convention on Biological 

Belize Is Well-Represented... 
(Continued from page 11)

(Continued on page 14)
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Diversity. The protocol regulates 
the use of genetic resources found 
on land and in coastal waters. It 
allows the commercialization 
of biodiversity by nations or 
companies while mandating that 
these resources’ rightful owners—
such as Indigenous persons 
like master forest gardeners 
Narciso Torres and Alfonso 
Tzul in the Cayo District—be 
compensated. 

At the same time, the outlook 
for Earth’s biodiversity is grim.  
Pollution, disease, habitat loss 
and climate change are among the 
myriad stressors now threatening 
tens of thousands of species 
across the planet. Of the more 
than 150,000 species evaluated 
by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature’s 
(IUCN’s) Red List of Threatened 
Species, “over a quarter are 
threatened with extinction,” 
says Craig Hilton-Taylor, who 
heads the IUCN Red List Unit. 
“The trend on the Red List is that 
things are getting worse.”

The IUCN also spotlighted 
the pillar coral, which is found 

throughout the Caribbean. Its 
population has declined by more 
than 80 percent across most 
of its range since 1990, and it 
has moved from vulnerable to 
critically endangered. Of acute 
concern is the highly contagious 
stony coral tissue loss disease 
that has emerged in the past four 
years. Rising ocean temperatures 
and pollution can make corals 
more susceptible to such diseases, 
and the pillar coral is “really is 
just the tip of the iceberg” when 
it comes to the plight of corals, 
Hilton-Taylor says.

These successes show that 
well-designed conservation 
plans—ones that involve local 
communities and that have 
sufficient resources—can make 
a difference in reserving species 
declines, Hilton-Taylor adds. He 
and many other conservation 
experts hope the agreement to 
protect biodiversity negotiated 
last week in Montreal will help 
make such efforts possible on 
a much larger scale. “We really 
need a global plan to protect 
life on earth,” he says, and it 
must have “ambitious, bold, 
measurable targets.”

One such target that was 
considered in the Montreal 
negotiations was protecting 30 
percent of the planet’s lands and 
oceans by 2030. In a statement 
issued by the nonprofit Wildlife 
Conservation Society, its vice 
president of international policy 
Susan Lieberman said that in order 
for the negotiations to succeed, 
“governments must commit 
to: conserving and protecting 
ecological integrity and highly 
intact ecosystems (from forests to 
coral reefs); equitably protecting 
and conserving at least 30% of 
land and ocean by 2030; and to 
eliminating exploitation, trade 
and use of wildlife that is illegal, 
unsustainable, or that poses a risk 
of pathogen spillovers to humans, 
wildlife, or other animals.”

Is the expanding agricultural 
frontier a threat to our biodiversity? 
A science-based approach must 
be adopted to the biotechnologies 
used in the agriculture sector, 
to avoid the implementation 
of policies that unjustifiably or 
arbitrarily affect international 
trade in agri-food products. 
This was the position advocated 

Continued from page 13 by the ministers of agriculture 
of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Paraguay, and Uruguay, members 
of the Southern Agricultural 
Council (CAS), at the key United 
Nations Biodiversity Conference 
in Montreal that took place until 
Monday of this week.

The ministers maintained 
that biotech issues should be 
addressed within their specific 
area and within the scope of 
the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, adopted in 1992, 
in which the international 
community acknowledges the 
benefits of biotechnologies. 
They also pointed out that safety 
management is possible with 
risk analysis, which is essential 
“to avoid policies or regulations 
that  may unjus t i f iably  or 
arbitrarily affect international 
trade in agri-food products and 
harm producing and exporting 
countries, especially developing 
countries, such as those of our 
region.”

Belize now has a biodiversity 
office in Belmopan dedicated to 
the protection of our biodiversity. 
Belize was well represented in 
Canada last week in an attempt to 
protect the myriad of life in our 
corner of the Globe. 

Belize Is Well-Represented... 
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A newly upgraded library 
was opened in San Antonio 
Village in the Cayo District. The 
facility named the San Antonio 
Community Library will work 
to advance literacy among young 
children, local youths, and adults. 
Present for the occasion were 
members of the San Antonio 
community, officials from the 
Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Science and Technology and 
the Belize National Library 
Service and Information System 

BNLSIS. “Education is the key 
to success….I want to encourage 
them reading,” said Aron Tzib, 
Chairman of San Antonio.

Leroy Green, Chairman 
of the Board of Governors at 
BNLSIS added that “…reading 
and libraries are very important 
elements of education…when 
you open a book you are opening 
the door to another World.” 

The opening hours for the 
San Antonio Community Library 
are Mondays to Fridays from 

1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and on 
Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Head librarian for the library 
is Yadira Mesh.

Supervisor  for  the 50 
community libraries across the 
Country, Glenford Barrera, tells 
the Guardian that even though 
e-books are here “…nothing like 
opening a page [from a book.]” 
For those communities that do 

not yet have libraries there are 
the “traveling boxes,” which are 
normally deposited at community 
centers. Those boxes are filled 
with 110 or more books. Then 
there is the bookmobile which 
travels to remote places like 
Ontario Village. 

Barrera urges the public to use 
the network of libraries under the 
guidance of BNLSIS. He is also 
encouraging student researchers 
to include bibliography references 
when doing their work at the 
libraries. 

Aron Tzib recognized 
Monica  Hast ings  and her 
committee for their work on 
the San Antonio library, which 
began two years ago. In response 
to our questions, Hastings has 
replied that she is grateful for a 
small farming community like 
San Antonio to call her second 
home. 

She has been involved with 
foreign volunteer and mission 
work for almost 20 years. “Rosa 
Perez, my neighbor, and friend 
told me what our village needed. It 
was tutoring, educational support, 
and resources for learning. I 
collaborated with my community 
in the US and many donated and 
helped. I am blessed to have 
people in Belize and US who 
helped and supported this vision. 
San Antonio village Council, 
especially Danny Mai believed 
and offered the space.”

Hastings continued, “There 
are so many people to thank 
[for building the Library], 
Delmer, Rosa, Urbano, Frank, 
Russell, Arcelito, Fidel, Analisa, 
Yadira, Rachel, Jim, Aron, 
Santurnino,Teresita, Lucy from 
the Ministry of the Library, and 
many more.”

The San Antonio Community 
Library is now a reality and comes 
as a well-deserved Christmas 
gift for the people of the Cayo 
District. It will now be left to the 
public to open the pages of many 
Worlds and become excited about 
the written words.

New Community Library In San Antonio, Cayo

The new San Antonio Library

Villagers appreciated the new facility
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