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Area Representative for 
the Mesopotamia Constituency, 
Hon. Shyne Barrow is once again 
the leader of the Opposition. 

He secured the position after 
three of 5 UDP parliamentarians, 
Hon. Hugo Patt, Hon. Denise 
Barrow and himself signed on to 

a letter addressed to the Governor 
General, Froyla Tzalam. The 
letter stated that he enjoys the 
majority of support within the 
elected Opposition members in 
the National Assembly. 

With that, Hon. Barrow was 
sworn in as the Leader of the 
Opposition on Tuesday February 
1. 

This is the second time 
that Hon. Barrow has taken this 
position with the same support. 
Back on June 21, 2021 a letter 
was written to the Governor 
General saying that he enjoyed 
the majority of support within 
the Opposition Parliamentarians. 
This act removed the Party 
Leader, Hon. Patrick Faber from 
the position of Leader of the 
Opposition. 

It would be a mere three 
months later, on September 13, 
2021, that a similar maneuver by 
the UDP Party Leader, had him 
regain the position of Leader of 
the Opposition.

Since then, via a video 
statement, Hon. Patrick Faber 
stated that he would resign as the 
Leader of the UDP by January 31. 
This gave way for Hon. Barrow’s 
re-ascension to the position of 
Leader of the Opposition. 

There is now a convention 
that is set for the ending of March 
to select a new leader of the 
United Democratic Party within 
the next few days.  

Shyne Barrow Leader of the Opposition Once Again

Hon. Shyne Barrow sworn in as Leader of the Opposition

On Wednesday, February 2, 
the Government of Belize dealt 
Belizeans yet another punishing 
blow when it announced another 
hike in the price of fuel. As 
of Thursday February 3, the 
prices of fuel will be as follows: 
Premium will be $12.73 after a 
43 cent increase; Regular will be 
$12.28 after an 18 cent increase; 
Diesel will be at $11.56 and 
Kerosene will be at $8.79.

It is interesting that fuel 
is going up in this manner and 
there are now questions as to 
the methodology being used to 

fix prices. Every release by the 
Government sheepishly states 
that, “The Government of Belize 
is monitoring the price movements 
and supply conditions closely and 
will work with the fuel industry 
to safeguard the pump prices paid 
by Belizean consumers.” That 
statement belies the truth!

The Government is doing 
absolutely nothing to safeguard the 
pump prices paid by consumers. 
In fact they are jamming the prices 
at every single instance. Exactly a 
week ago, on January 26, Regular 
gasoline was raised by 41 cents 

from $11.69 to $12.10 per gallon. 
Kerosene also increased by 67 
cents from $10.89 to $11.56. 
Five days prior, on January 21, 
there were increases in the price 
of Premium gasoline by 29 cents 
from $12.01 to $12.30 per gallon. 
Still 4 days before, on January 17 
diesel increased by 44 cents from 
$10.45 to $10.89. On January 7 
Regular went up by 29 cents and 
Kerosene went from $7.62 to 
$8.20, a 58 cent increase.

A simple recap of these 
price changes tells us that there is 
something horribly wrong going 

on with the way the prices are 
fluctuating. We will cite just a 
couple of examples; in the space 
of 7 days, between January 26 to 
February 2 the price of regular 
went up. In the space of 9 days 
between January 17 to January 
26 the price of kerosene went 
up. In the space of 12 days 
between January 21 to February 
2 the price of Regular went up 
when previously it was 19 days 
between January 7 to January 26 
that the price went up. 

The point we are trying 

Killer Gas

Continued on Page 7
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Children in the village 
of Flowers Bank, in the River 
Valley Area of the Belize District, 
have been unable to return to 
school even after the Ministry of 
Education has approved hybrid 
schooling which includes face to 
face learning. 

Parents in the area have 
reached out to the Guardian 
Newspaper to complain that 
the Ministry of Education has 
basically abandoned the school. 
They say that schooling in the area 
began on January 17th but their 

school is unable to open because 
of the extreme dilapidation that it 
is in. Parents report that outside 
of the building being vandalized 
with broken doors and windows, 
there are not blackboards in 
the classrooms. This is because 
termites have gotten the best of 
the teaching tool and teachers do 
not have any way to instruct the 
children. The dividers inside the 
classrooms are also no good as 
termites have destroyed these.

The site, which is where infant 
children would get instruction, 

was visited by officers from the 
Ministry of Education who have 
recommended that it remain 
closed as it is not conducive for 
learning. 

Concerns parents are now 
asking when it will be that their 
children will resume classes 
at this site. They say that their 
children have been out of classes 
for far too long and there is an 
urgent need for their children to 
return to school. 

It is of note that the school 

was once administered by the 
Anglican Church. Now it is 
wholly the responsibility of the 
Ministry of Education as it is now 
a Government School.

It is the Ministry of Education 
who gives approval for schools to 
re-open. There are concerns that  
no one within the Ministry of 
Education took time out to even  
take stock of the condition of this 
school when the contemplation 
was made to resume face to face 
learning. 

Disgrace!
Flowers Bank School Abandoned- 
Children Remain Out of School !

Vandals have broken the doors at the school The entire school is overrun with termites

Ministry of Educaton Gets Laptops at $3,323.23 Each
The Social Investment Fund 

(SIF) has donated 99 computers 
to the Ministry of Education 
for a whopping $329,000. That 
translates to the Government 
paying $3,323.23 per computer. 
We say that it is the Government 
that is paying for the laptops 
because the SIF’s fund is financed 
by the Government of Belize.

The donation has raised 
eyebrows since these types of 
laptops can be secured for less 
that 1/4 of what was paid for 
them.

It is noteworthy that the CEO 

in the Ministry of Education, Dian 
Castillo Meheia is a member of 
the Board of the Social Investment 
Fund. Also a member of the 
Board is Valentino Shal who is 
the CEO in the Ministry of Rural 
transformation, Community 
Development, Labor and Local 
Government .

There is wonder as to how 
the discussions must have gone 
when the idea of the this donation 
came about. It is like the right 
hand was gifting something to 
the left had.Valentino Shal (L) Dian Castillo Mejia(R)
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noTICe
In The Matter of 

MITChaM TradInG LIMITed
 in voluntary liquidation, members’ winding up 

and dissolution.

TaKe noTICe that
MITChaM TradInG LIMITed

is in dissolution.

The date of commencement of the dissolution is
the 1st day of February 2022

The liquidator is nicos Kacoullis

notice
Be it known that 

FIreCaT LIMITed 
has been dissolved and struck off the 

International Business Company Register with 
effect from the 26th november 2021.

ryan J. Wrobel
registered agent

noTICe
Quantum International holdings, Ltd.

(“the Company”)
Notice is hereby given to all interested parties 

that Quantum International holdings, Ltd. 
incorporated under the Belize IBC Act (Chapter 

270), commenced dissolution on January 31st, 2022, 
and Mr. rodrigo Gamboa Guzman, of 31 347 36C 
36D San Ramon NTE, 36C 36D San Ramon, PRIV 
Campes F. CP. 97117, Merida, Yucatan, Mexico, is 

the Liquidator of the Company. Any claims against 
the Company should be forwarded to the Liquidator 

(Email: rgamboa@royalresortscaribbean.com or 
Telephone Number: 999-930-0300 extension 2281) 

by February 20th, 2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

The Government of Belize 
has announced that the land 
border entry points will be opened 

for travel to and from Guatemala 
and Mexico on Monday February 
7. If a person travels to any of 

these two countries and spends 
more than a day there, they will 
be subject to a Covid-19 test. 

While there is a necessity 
to be conducting the testing, 
the Government of Belize is not 
receiving any income from the 
exercise. A private company has 
been in charge of the testing at 
all entry points, including the 
airport. For the land movement 
it has been limited since travel 
in and out of the country up until 
next week Monday was very 
small.

Still, those in charge of 
the testing are making quite a 
handsome take from the tests. 
Every persons entering into the 
country, has to pay $100 for their 

tests to be done. The test are 
mandatory since authorities are 
not accepting tests that are done 
in other countries. 

The privatization of this 
important safety mechanism is 
one that is raising major concerns. 
Among them is the fact that the 
Government does not receive 
any income from the tests. This 
will translate to losses in the 
millions of dollars which could 
be apportioned to the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness’ fight 
against Covid.  Then there is 
the concern that while people 
are to do the tests, side deals are 
often made, with money being 
paid and negative results being 
provided without actual tests 
being provided.   

$100 For Covid-19 Test At Land Borders

After 8 days of strike action, 
work resumed at the Port of Belize. 
The breakthrough was after 
an Essential Services Tribunal 
directed that the Port of Belize 
confirm primary stevedores as 
regular stevedores, change the 
status of secondary substitutes to 
primary substitutes and have them 
able to participate in an insurance 
program by the Port of Belize. 
The Port is also to pay their 
share into a retirement savings 
of 28 stevedores. Additionally 
negotiations must commence 
on a settlement after the Belize 
Sugar Industry Limited moved its 
shipping arrangements from the 
Port of Belize to Big Creek. 

While all is well at the 
Port and the Christian Workers 
Union, the body representing 
the stevedores, the same cannot 
be said of one of those workers. 
Elstwin Anthony Willoughby told 
the Guardian Newspaper that he 
is expected to go into surgery 
at the Karl Heusner Memorial 
Hospital on Friday February 4 

after being injured on the job. 
Willoughby says that shortly after 
the negotiations were complete 
and there was the agreement 
to resume work, he reported to 
duty. 

On the night of Friday 
January 28, just hours after 
the problems had been settled, 
Willoughby was working to 
unload a container when the 
boom operator accidentally 
moved the container in such a 
way that it crushed his right arm 
and left foot. Willoughby, a 29 
year veteran of the job, told the 
Guardian that he is not certain 
how his medical expenses will 
be paid. Additionally he says he 
would like to be compensated for 
the injuries he sustained which he 
says he does not know how they 
will affect him in the future and 
his ability to work later on.

This last injury proves that 
the work of the stevedores is 
a dangerous one that can be 
debilitating and can even cause 
death.   

Stevedore Hospitalized After Resuming Port Operations

Elstwin Anthoy Willoughby
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It appears that the wife of the 
Prime Minister has gotten a job 
within the Ministry of Education. 
In a post by Rosana Briceno, the 
wife of Prime Minister, Johnny 
Briceno, she stated, “Strategizing 
to effectively meet the special 
needs of our children and their 
education. Today, the NaRCIE 
Officers and I met in a working 
session to take a strategic look 
at meeting the mission and 
objectives of the special education 
unit at MoECST.”

NARCIE is the National 
Resource Center for Inclusive 
Education and has (or should we 
say had) a cadre of professionals 

who were spearheading the work 

of inclusive education. That 
is now slowly changing and it 
began with the moving of the 
Stella Morris principal to a rural 
primary school. At that time  
Briceno’s aunt was brought in to 
be the new principal. She once 
thought at Stella Morris from 
1988 to 1991, and was once 
the Vice Principal for St. Peter 
Anglican School in Orange Walk 
where the Prime Minister’s wife 

PM’s Wife Gets A Job

was the principal.
These kinds of maneuvers 

have people within the Ministry 
of Education which now extends 
into the NARCIE, disheartened. 
Some say that there is simply 
too much political interference 
and those with the technical 
knowhow are being cast aside 
and transferred to make way 
for those who are politically 
connected.  

Rosana Briceno

NARCIE staff
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Traffic Fatality in Cayo

On Friday, February 4, 
the Government of Belize will 
introduce legislation which will 
broaden the scope of who and 
how persons can be sued for 
defamation. The law will do away 
with the distinction between libel 
and slander and will place both 
into one category. Previously the 
actions had to be taken separately 
against someone depending if the 
offense against an individual was 
committed as a written defamation 
or spoken. The legislation will 
also be all encompassing to reign 
in all manner of communication 
to include the social media 
phenomenon. These include 
even pictures which could be 
considered defamatory.

Those changes are but a 
couple of sweeping changes that 
will take place when someone 
is sued or sues for defamation. 
For those in the news business 
and who are more likely than 
not to be affected by the new 
legislation, the move took them 
by surprise. There was simply no 
consultation by the Government 

with the single largest stakeholder 
that will be affected by the new 
legislation.

 One of the most vocal among 
the practitioners is Channel 7’s 
Jules. He told the Guardian that, 
“the Government thinks that we 
are children; that we are to be 
spoken for and not to.” He went 
on to say that, “since it so directly 
affects our work, our industry, 
and what are increasingly large 
defamation and libel awards 
some effort should have been 
made. We are the end users, we 
are the people most affected 
by this.” Vasquez continued to 
state that “It is an oversight, but 
a typical oversight because ‘we 
dah cunumunu’, we in the media, 
even though every aspect of the 
law involves us and our work 
and the standards we must strive 
to arrive at to avoid to pay these 
large defamation awards. We 
know that politicians use these 
awards to silence the media.”

To reiterate there was no 
attempt to consult any of the 
media arms in the country when 
the new legislation was drafted.

Media Claims Lack of 
Consultation in New 

Defamation Law

Taking one of the largest 
chucks in the allocation will be the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness. 
A total of 23.2 million dollars will 
be placed in that ministry. The 
Government says that in excess 
of 15.5 million dollars will be 
used for pharmaceuticals and 
consumables while nondescript 
contracts and consultancies 
across the country at just about 
every public health facility will 
see 7.3 million dollars spent. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs 
and New Growth Industries will 
be allocated 3.7 million for the 
dubious use in Materials and 
Supplies, Operating Costs and 
Maintenance Costs.  Not to be 
outdone, the Ministry of National 
Defence and Border Security 
is also putting in for the same 

Operating Costs and Maintenance 
Costs and Materials and Supplies 
at an impressive 2.39 million 
dollars. 

Another 3.1 million dollars 
will be gobbled up by the 
ministry of Infrastructure and 
Development which will be used 
for the Haulover bridge. This 
is the third allocation for this 
ministry even after the minister, 
Julius Espat, claimed that there 
would be massive savings when 
this project is implemented. 

The Ministry of Finance is, in 
a single transaction, swallowing 
up 20 million dollars and the 
line item marked only as XXXX 
has that money being used as 
‘Additional Capitalization of the 
Central Bank of Belize.” There is 
no telling how these finances will 
be used or why there is need for 
such a large injection of capital 
into the Central Bank.

Whi le  there  i s  lav ish 
spending in the above mentioned 
ministries there is a mere 1 
million dollars allocated for the 
Ministry of Human Development 
for ‘Social Assistance’. This even 
though there is a great outcry 
that people are going hungry as 
a result of the pandemic.

With all the spending and 
large figures being allocated for 
the third time, there is wonder how 
it is that the budget was prepared 
last year. How could those that 
came up with the figures have 
gotten it so wrong, especially in 
Ministries like Home Affairs and 
National Defence and Border 
Security.

One Month Before 
End of Fiscal Year, 
Government Seeks 

Another Budget 
Supplement
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Your romantic goals are likely at 

the front of your mind. A lovely New 
Moon encourages this when it lands 
in your 11th House of Hopes, Wishes, 
and Dreams. This can also be directed 
toward manifesting your greatest 
aspirations in love, so all you need to 
do is set your intentions out into the 
universe and watch as it all unfolds. As 
you contemplate everything you really 
want in love, you might also be filled 
with the confidence that you’re going 
to get it. This certainty may feel good 
on the one hand, but it can carry a great 
deal of weight as well. Be sure that you 
know what you want!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Your romantic standards matter! 

While Venus already moved direct 
last week, this is the week you’re 
going to find that you’re truly able to 
begin implementing her hard-earned 
lessons into your reality. That’s because 
Mercury will turn direct on Thursday in 
the same area of your chart that Venus is 
still moving through -- your 9th House 
of Beliefs. This is a pivotal time for 

you to have important conversations 
with your lover. Think of it as a check-
in, just to make sure your values are 
aligned. Or, if single, you can give 
yourself a giant pat on the back for not 
compromising your personal integrity 
just to date someone who wasn’t on 
your level spiritually, intellectually, or 
even morally.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
There are some big-picture 

possibilities in your love life at this 
time. A New Moon on Tuesday lands 
in your 9th House of Beliefs and 
opens you up to numerous romantic 
possibilities. Now you’re ready to take 
a leap of faith in a brand-new direction 
and get what you really want in matters 
of the heart! If you’re in a relationship 
already, then Mercury turning direct 
on Thursday may help you and your 
mate sort out any issues you’ve been 
having that involve shared resources. 
You can develop a strategic plan of 
attack that you both agree on. Plus, it 
should be much easier for both of you 
to follow it.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
Having productive conversations 

is definitely doable this week. Thanks 
to Mercury turning direct on Thursday 
in your partnership sector, you and 
your mate can finally get past any 
communication mishaps. It should be 
easier than ever for both of you to clarify 
your perspectives and really understand 
what the other is saying once more. That 
could go a long way towards restoring 
any harmony between you if there has 
been trouble lately. Single? A New 
Moon on Tuesday in your sensual 8th 
house might bring an exciting encounter 
your way. This person will probably be 
someone you are viscerally attracted 
to -- it might be so hypnotic that you 
find yourself unable to resist. Wow!

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
You might find committing to a 

romance easier than usual this week! 
A New Moon lands in your 7th House 
of Commitment on Tuesday and then 
by Friday, the Sun and Saturn will be 
precisely conjunct. If you are thinking 
about getting married, engaged, or 
even going into business with your 
mate -- then it is likely to gel this week. 
Remember, when Saturn is involved, 
any promise you make is extra likely 
to stand the test of time. If you’re 
single, you may feel an extra pang of 
loneliness. Don’t worry -- love is not 
unattainable for you. The universe 
operates on a different time scale than 
we do, so just have patience and keep 
your eyes open for gold in unexpected 
places.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Romance is opening up for you 

again in extraordinary ways. Last week, 
Venus moved direct in your true love 
sector and this Thursday, Mercury 
will turn direct in the same area of 
your chart. Between these two cosmic 
events, you are practically bound to 
see rapid movement in matters of the 
heart, whether or not you’re currently 
in a relationship. Single Virgos are 
very likely to meet someone that you 
feel a deep emotional and intellectual 
connection with. If you’re casually 
dating someone, then the connection 
of Mars in your romance sector to 
Jupiter in your partnership sector might 
make things exclusive. Already fully 
committed? You and your partner may 
try for a baby.

 
Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22 
Major love potential is in store for 

you! A New Moon lands in your true 
love sector this Tuesday, stimulating 
beautiful romantic possibilities. This 
isn’t signifying a passing affair or 
someone you go on one or two dates 
with and then ghost. Nope, this energy 
has real staying power. That’s because 
the Sun and Saturn will be aligned this 
Friday in the same part of your chart, 
suggesting real maturity, responsibility, 
and commitment with whomever it is 
you might meet and start to date. If 
you’re already hitched, you and your 
partner may have a major issue to 
address around the topic of children. It 
looks serious, but don’t be nervous -- it 
doesn’t have to be negative.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Sparkling conversations could 

bring romance to you this week! 
Assertive Mars will make a gorgeous 
link to expansive Jupiter, currently 
in your romance sector, on Friday. 
Since Mars is in your message sector, 
it’s likely that you’ll start to talk to 
someone you meet and very quickly 
begin to have fun going on dates 
together. You might meet this person 
in your neighborhood or through a 

Your Horoscope sibling, but it could also be someone 
you run into during your workday 
commute or morning run. If you’re 
already partnered up, then you and your 
sweetheart may enjoy romantic and 
very sexy conversations this week. It 
can ramp up the passion between you 
in a major way!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Trying something new could 

invigorate your love life right now. A 
New Moon in your message sector on 
Tuesday will have you ready to set your 
most visionary intentions out into the 
world about whatever you want most 
-- including your romantic desires. You 
can be open to brand new ideas and ways 
of approaching love, so it’s possible that 
you’ll try something new like online 
dating, hiring a matchmaker, or even 
joining a local club or organization. You 
never know what kind of fascinating 
people you’ll meet when you put 
yourself out there. If you’re already in 
a commitment, then Mercury turning 
direct on Thursday wants to help you 
and your partner iron out any financial 
snafus or chronic feelings of not being 
appreciated.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Your love life can truly blossom 

this week! Now that Venus is direct in 
your sign, you might feel like Sleeping 
Beauty finally waking up from a long 
slumber, or possibly like an ugly 
duckling now transformed into a 
beautiful swan. Whatever analogy you 
use, the end result is the same -- you have 
likely gone feeling extremely worn out 
and potentially even unlovable to now 
knowing that there is love all around 
you. Following Venus’s example, 
Mercury turns direct this week in your 
sign, fortifying your inner voice with 
wisdom instead of negative self-talk. 
Everything can begin to make sense 
again about your love life. You know 
what you’re worth, and you know what 
to do about it!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
A personal fresh start in life and love is 
coming your way this week. The New 
Moon in your sign this Tuesday signals 
a powerful new beginning in romance, 
whether you are single, attached, or 
somewhere in between. You’ll likely 
feel a calling to be very true to yourself 
as you move forward in a particular 
romantic storyline, thanks to the Sun 
and Saturn also meeting up in your sign 
on Friday. This is real, serious energy 
and because of it, you’re not afraid of 
commitment! In fact, you can have the 
confidence to embrace it. You don’t 
have to make room in your life for 
anyone who isn’t as serious about you 
as you are about them.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
 It may have been difficult to be 

on the same page as a love interest 
lately, but you can finally find solid 
ground this week. Mercury, ruler of 
your partnership sector, turns direct in 
your 11th House of Hopes and Dreams, 
helping you understand how to achieve 
a shared aspiration. Finally, after 
endless conversations that seemed to 
get nowhere, you can find a path toward 
compromise. In other news, as assertive 
Mars in your friendship sector links 
up to lucky Jupiter in your sign, there 
may be some sexy action in your social 
scene. If you’re single, you might meet 
someone you’re very attracted to at a 
party or other gathering. A connection 
could happen in the blink of an eye!

to make is that there is no set 
time when the price of fuel 
fluctuates. There is not even a 
pattern or something close to it 
to justify the increase in prices. 
It seems that the prices are just 
arbitrarily changed and the time 
when a shipment arrives is not 
necessarily a consideration. Any 
person who deals with inventory 
would know that consumption 
of a particular commodity has 
an average amount of time 

during which there needs to be 
a replenishment. In the case of 
fuel there should be some kind 
of pattern as to how long it takes 
for fuel to be used and by that 
how the prices change. That is 
not the case here. Lacking any 
transparency from Government 
as to exactly when new shipments 
come in, the Belizean public 
is left to speculate that what is 
happening is that an unscrupulous 
Government is simply taking 
advantage of what we do not 

Killer Gas

Prices at the pump are at the highest in the history of Belize 

Continued from page 2
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Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 

Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Bradley Paumen is applying for the Renewal of a restaurant 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “dark night & hells 
Gate Tour LTd” located in Frank’s Eddy Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that Crystal 
Marie duhaney is applying for a Renewal of a  restaurant Liquor 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “G & C restaurant and 
Cool Spot” located at #174 Joe Lewis Road, Ladyville, Belize District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
elizabeth Silva is applying for the Renewal of   Publican Special 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Friends of Friends 
outback” located at #46 Dew Drop Estate, Ladyville, Belize District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Mark Sosa is applying for the Renewal of a  restaurant Liquor 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Melos Sports 
Lounge” located on the Old Well Road, Ladyville, Belize District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that Brian Woodye is applying for the Renewal of a 
restaurant Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at 
“Splash Belize” located in Frank’s Eddy Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Gonsalo Pleitez is applying for a restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate “Vaca outpost” 
located at 8 mls Hyro Rd; Benque Viejo, Cayo District. 
 
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000 that Lisbet abigail diaz is applying for a restaurant Liquor 
License for the year 2022 to operate “The Xunantunich restaurant 
& Cafe” located at San Jose Succotz Village, Cayo District. 
 
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that Levi omar Tello is applying for a restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate “e & L Sports 
Bar” located at #12 Zultana St; Las Flores, City of Belmopan. 
 
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Magvis odoviaz Tello is applying for a 
Shop Liquor License  for the year 2022 to operate “Tello’s 
Meat Shop” located at Panama St; Salvapan, City of Belmopan.

The attention of the Guardian 
Newspaper has been drawn to a 
Facebook post where at least one 
aircraft is being sold by auction. 

A F a c e b o o k  p o s t  b y 
Auctioneer Kevin Castillo, states 
that a public auction is to take 
place, “By Order of the Asset 
and Utilities Unit, Ministry of 
Finance, Government of Belize.” 
It describes the terms of the sale 
as being for cash. 

The aircraft  is  one of 
a number of planes that was 

confiscated by Belizean law 
enforcement personnel after it 
landed in Belize presumably 
carrying drugs. As is the case 
with most of these planes, they 
are either set on fire or are simply 
abandoned wherever they land if 
they are unable to take off.

Concerns are being raised 
that there is very limited vetting 
that will be done to ensure that the 
plane does not end up back into 
the hands of nefarious characters. 
Other than an ID submission to 

the Commissioner of Police no 
other check will be made.

The questions are also to be 

asked: will there be disclosure as 
to who purchased the plane and 
how much was paid for it?

The Plane is not allowed to fly

Plane being offered at public auction

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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The Ministry of Health 
and Wellness has increased its 
outreach in attempting to defeat 
COVID-19. Residents out West 
now have ample opportunities 
from the Ministry of Health to 
do so. 

As of 24th January, there 
are more than 327,000 vaccines 
on hand. So far 212,480 persons 
or 49.3 percent of the total 
population have received at 
least one dose of the vaccine, 
and 208,878 or 47.2 percent of 
the total population has been 
fully vaccinated. Additionally, 

over 28,628 booster shots have 
been issued since the start of the 
Booster Program. Also, 30,238 
Belizeans aged 12 to 17 years old 
have received at least one dose of 
the vaccine.  

Dr. Natalia Largaespada 
Beer, Technical Advisor at the 
Ministry of Health says the 
goal is to have 70 to 75% of the 
population vaccinated against the 
Coronavirus. 

“We need every person that 
is eligible to get vaccinated,” says 
Dr. Natalia Beer. 

At this time the rise of the 

Omicron variant continues to 
be a concern because of its high 
transmissibility. As a result, 
Dr. Beer is also encouraging 
Belizeans to get tested at any of 
the 15 locations Countrywide. 

Residents out West can 
benefit from getting tested. Free 
Rapid Antigen and Polymerase 
Chain Reaction PCR tests are 
now being done at the Santa 
Elena Sport Complex, Falcon 
Field, San Ignacio Hospital, and 
the Cancha in Benque Viejo. 

At the same time, the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness 
has revved up its vaccination 
campaign against COVID-19 out 
West. Nurse Lydia Xis informs 
that vaccinations are being done 
at the San Ignacio Community 
Hospital beside the Emergency 
Ward, Mondays to Fridays 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Vaccinations are also held at that 
venue on Saturdays between 8:00 
a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Even with 
those considerable opportunities, 
vaccinations are also being done 
at the San Ignacio Community 
Hospital on alternate Sundays. 

The vaccination outreach 
against COVID-19 also continues 
at the Santa Elena Health Clinic 
on Thursdays. The same occurs 

in Bullet Tree by the water board 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. In Benque, vaccinations 
against COVID-19 are being 
done at the Mopan Clinic on 
Mondays and Fridays. 

It costs nothing to get 
vaccinated against the respiratory-
based pathogens of SARS-CoV-2. 
Yet the research evidence is clear 
that getting vaccinated today, 
reduces the probability of ending 
up in the intensive care unit and 
dying. 

Thus; in the wake of the 
rising number of COVID-19 
infections, the presence of the 
highly contagious Omicron 
variant, and the continued 
presence of the Delta variant, 
Cabinet continues to encourage 
the public to wear masks in public, 
maintain physical distance, wash 
hands regularly, and for those not 
fully vaccinated, to get vaccinated 
as soon as possible. 

Around 10 billion COVID-
19 vaccine doses have been 
administered globally, a milestone 
that was met on Friday but has 
not been reached equitably. By 
vaccinating more of humanity, 
there will be less of a chance for 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus to mutate 
and become a global concern.

47.2% of Belizeans Fully Vaccinated

14-year-old Edgar Gonzalez from Eden High School takes his second shot of the 
Pfizer Vaccine at the hands of Nurse Lydia Xis at the San Ignacio Community 

Hospital on Friday
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The United Nations World 
Water Development Report 
2017 defines Wastewater as a 
combination of one or more of 
domestic effluent consisting 
of blackwater and greywater, 
w a t e r  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l 
establishments and institutions, 
including hospitals, industrial 
effluent, stormwater and other 
urban runoff, and agriculture, 
horticultural and aquaculture 
runoff.  Wastewater is 99.99% 
water and 0.1% organic matter, 
and inorganic compounds and 
is impure and unfit for human 
consumption.  It could also 
contain biological, chemical, 
and physical pollutants, and 
heavy metals (chromium, lead, 
and mercury).

Domestic wastewater can 
be categorized as gray water or 
black water. Gray water is water 
is from showers, baths, washing 
machines, dishwashers and sinks, 
and black water is from toilets 
and kitchen sinks1.  Industrial 
and commercial wastewater 
originates from manufacturing 
or commercial units.  This 
water contains a heavy influx 
of impurities like oil, silt, toxic 
chemicals, ink, drugs, pesticides, 
sand, silt, and chemicals.

Increases in population 
growth and urbanization are 
associated with increases in the 
demand for potable water.  UN-
Water postulates that within the 
next forty years urban areas will 
absorb all the world’s population 
growth.  Belize’s urban population 
has not increased significantly 
since 2010 averaging 45%.  
However, there is significant 
transient migrant workers from 
the rural areas that commute daily 
to the urban areas.  The increased 
use of potable water in the urban 
areas increases the production of 
wastewater.

G loba l l y,  was t ewa te r 
production in urban areas average 
70% of potable water produced.   
In Belize our urban wastewater 
is primarily gray water and 
black water.  Our industrial 
and commercial wastewater 
originates from water used in 
agriculture processing, such as 
bananas, sugar, livestock, poultry, 
citrus, aquaculture processing, 
slaughterhouses, tortilla factories, 
distilleries, etc.

B W S  B e l i z e  S e w a g e 
Treatment Lagoons

Source: Google Earth
The majority of wastewater 

is not treated. In high-income 
countries 70% of the wastewater 
is treated, 38% in middle-income 
countries, 28% in lower middle-
income countries and 8% in low-
income countries. Belize record 
below-average performances 
in the areas of wastewater 
treatment and the effects of water 
pollution[1][2]. The treatment of 
sewage in Belize City transitioned 
from the traditional open sewers 
bucket parades and over-the-
canal toilets to septic tanks 
and sewage treatment lagoons. 
Currently, Belize Water Services 
Limited treats 15.92% of urban 
wastewater and 0.39% is treated 
in the rural areas[3].

There are two types of 
wastewater treatment systems, 
that is, centralized and on-site 
treatment systems.  Centralized 
wastewater systems are systems 
where the sewage is collected 
and transported to a facility for 
treatment.  There are several 
treatment methods, but generally 
there is the separation of the 
solids from the sewage, and 
bacteria in the remaining sewage 
breaks it down.  It is them passed 
through some refinement process 
and later discharged into the 
environment.  There is a move 
to reduce the size of centralized 
wastewater systems to serve 
smaller groups of properties.  The 
capital investment and energy 
costs are lower, and they allow 
for the efficient recovery of 
nutrients.  Decentralized systems 
use the same basic methodology 
using advanced technologies.

B W S  o p e r a t e s  t h r e e 
centralized wastewater treatment 

facilities.  The Belmopan, Belize 
City and Ambergris Caye systems 
are combinations of drying beds, 
facultative ponds, maturation 
ponds and polishing mangroves.  
The final effluents are discharged 
into the Belize River and the 
Caribbean Sea.   None of these 
municipalities are fully served 
by these facilities.  Therefore, in 
the unserved portions of these 
municipalities, the other towns 
and rural communities use on-
site systems to treat sewage.   In 
Belize 73.64% of the population 
use septic tanks and 8.05% use 
pit latrines.

 Wastewater from agriculture 
and aquaculture operations is 
seldom treated before discharged 
into the natural environment.  
Wastewater from these operations 
contain several types of pollutants, 
organic matter, pathogens, and 
metals.  Emerging pollutants 
such as antibiotics, vaccines, 
growth promoters, and hormones 
have been detected in runoff 
from livestock and aquaculture 
farms.  Irrigation has increased 
significantly and is encouraged 
by the Department of Agriculture; 
however, the use of inefficient 
irrigation methods increases the 
production of wastewater.   The 
use of more efficient irrigation 
systems, such as drip irrigation 
schemes, can reduce the loss of 
water, fertilizer, and herbicides.

The quality of wastewater 
from industrial operations can 
be more harmful to human and 
environment health than the actual 
volume discharged.  They may be 
very toxic and when discharged 
in the riverine environment is 

transferred well beyond the point 
of discharge.

We would wish that we do 
not have to deal with wastewater, 
but every 10 litres of water 
consumed produces 6 to 8.5 
litres of wastewater.  As much as 
we ignore wastewater, it always 
reminds us of its presence, and 
when it does, it commands our 
attention.  It is better to manage 
wastewater than react to its 
unexpected visitations.

Globally there is a move 
to recycle and reuse wastewater 
and use it as a resource that has 
economic benefit and is not just 
an expensive proposition.  Water 
reuse reduces water abstractions 
from the natural environment.  
Wastewater reuse in agriculture 
operations has taken place 
for centuries and is currently 
commonly used in other parts 
of the world.  In Singapore 
wastewater is recycled and 
transformed into potable water 
and marketed as “new water”.

The harvesting of nitrogen, 
phosphorous, and recovery of 
energy from biogas present 
investment opportunities.  The 
septic tank and pit latrines 
are also opportunities for the 
t ransformation of  septage 
into organic mineral fertilizer.  
Recovery of useful by-products 
can be technically and financially 
feasible.

Wastewater flows is an 
integral component of the water 
cycle, and it needs to be managed 
across the water cycle.  That is from 
freshwater abstraction, treatment, 
distribution, use, collection, post 
treatment and return to the natural 
environment.

Wastewater will command 
our attention if we do not plan for 
its visitations.  It has visited us in 
the New River and apparently has 
taken up residence.  It plans to 
invade our neighbours in Belize 
City, Belmopan, and Ambergris 
Caye and will shortly make its 
debut at Caye Caulker, Hopkins 
Village, The Placencia Peninsula 
and Dangriga Town.

If we do not prepare, our 
reaction to these wastewater visits 
will be enormously expensive 
and may be our wastewater 
“Who You Egg”.  Wastewater 
is an Untapped Resource, Lets 
Manage it Better.

Flush It and Forget It!

To subscribe, submit 
articles and or comment,

send an email to: 
rwwatersolutions@gmail.com

BWSL’s Sewer Water Treatment ponds in Belize City


