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On Sunday, December 11, 
Commissioner of Police Chester 
Williams was involved in a traffic 
collision. The incident occurred 
on the George Price Highway 
nearing Blackman Eddy Village. 
At the time of the collision, 
the Commissioner says he was 
travelling towards Blackman 
Eddy in an east to west direction. 
He says that there were two 
vehicles in front of him and he 
decided to overtake them. As 
he did and was re-entering his 
lane, the right rear wheel of his 
vehicle came in contact with the 
vehicle behind him, a white Kia 
Soul being driven at the time by 
a tourist. 

The incident was not a 
major one and according to the 
Commissioner, the driver of 

the other vehicle has claimed 
responsibility. According to 
Williams, that driver was making 
a left turn off the highway and was 
unaware of Williams’ presence on 
the road. With that, the police 
have declared the matter as 
an open and shut case with no 
charges being brought.

U n d e r  o r d i n a r y 
circumstances there would 
have been a Notice of Intended 
Prosecution (NIP) issued but 
Public Relations Officer for the 
police, Assistant Superintended, 
Fitzroy Yearwood told the 
media that investigators have 
determined that the other driver 
was at fault and that was the end 
of the matter. 

But the police department 
and the Commissioner himself 

have come under a swirl of 
criticism especially because on 
the picture which was taken 
shortly after the incident. In the 
picture, there are two solid yellow 
lines in the middle of the road. For 
any informed driver, these lines 
would mean that you should not 
overtake in these areas. The solid 
lines on both sides indicate that 
there ought not to be overtaking 
in either direction. 

As he always does on 
most things, Compol Williams 
porported to educate the public 
on the rules of road. He stated, 
“there is nothing in law about 
those lines on the road. Those 
lines are just guide for drivers. 
The rules or the law relating to 

overtaking is (1) you must not 
overtake around a curve, you 
must not overtake on the road of a 
hill, you must not overtake when 
traffic is coming the opposite 
direction, or where you cannot 
see. So, so long as you have a 
clear view ahead that nothing is 
coming, you can overtake.”  

With that, Williams has 
thrashed the relevance of all 
markings on the road and has 
given clearance for drivers to 
do as they please on the road 
since the lines are just guides. Or 
maybe it is that this just applies 
to him. For the ordinary man and 
woman, an NIP is sure to await 
them at the other end of a traffic 
collision.  

Commissioner Of Police Says Adherence 
To Road Markings Not Necessary

Chester Williams

On Tuesday, December 13, 
2022, at about 12:30 p.m., based 
on information received police 
visited an orange orchard near 
mile 41 on the Hummingbird 
Highway. There, police found 
bones believed to be human 
remains. 

The bones were discovered in 
a shallow grave. Police processed 
the scene and are conducting 
investigations to determine the 

circumstances by which the 
bones ended up in the area. 

In mid last month another 
body, that of Celia Florian was 
found in an area near mile 40 on 
the same Hummingbird Highway. 
The young woman had been 
strangled and police are yet to 
make any arrests.

Human Remains 
Found In

Shallow Grave
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Corporate Website Development 
 

 

 

OVERVIEW 
Belize Electricity Limited (BEL) is requesting for expression of 
interest from parties who would like to participate in the 
bidding process for the development of a corporate website 
for BEL. The information submitted will be used as part of the 
pre-qualification process. 
 
PREQUALIFICATION  
All interested parties must prequalify for the bidding process 
by filling out the Expression of Interest form which can be 
found at www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx.  
 
Following the assessment of submissions, a short-list of not 
less than three and not more than six applicants, subject to a 
pass mark of 70 points, will be provided with full Terms of 
Reference and invited to submit technical and financial 
proposals to undertake the assignment. BEL reserves the 
right to accept or reject late applications or to cancel this 
invitation partially or in its entirety. It will not be bound to 
assign any reason for not short-listing any applicant and will 
not defray any costs incurred by any applicant in the 
preparation and submission of Expressions of Interest. 
 
SUBMISSION 
The email containing the submission should include the 
name and address of the applicant and shall be clearly 
labeled “Expressions of Interest: BEL Corporate Website 
Development”. 
 
Submit the Expression of Interest form via email to 
bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 3:00 p.m. local time 
on Monday, December 19, 2022.  

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Police in Orange Walk Town 
are investigating the murder of 
27-year-old Byron Herrera who 
was shot and killed at a house 
on San Francisco Street in that 
town. 

Sometime around 11p.m. 
on Saturday December 10, a 
hail of bullets were unleashed 
on Herrera. At the end of it, 
Herrera was found dead under 
the elevated house.

Police and family members 
are trying to determine the reason 
for the shooting. His father told 
News 5 that his son was secretive 
about what he did. He said his 
friends knew more about his 
goings on than family members. 
He did say that previous to the 
killing, the very same house had 
been shot up but no one was 
inside of it. 

Young Man Riddled 
With Bullets

Byron Herrera

Police are investigating a 
case of murder in which 21-year-
old construction worker, Douglas 
Gonzalez was shot in Dangriga 
Town. Police say the young man 
was walking with a friend in the 
South River Side Dock area of 
the town sometime around 1 
a.m. on December 3rd when he 
was approached by at least two 
men who fired a number of shots 

at him. He was injured and was 
rushed to the Southern Regional 
Hospital and then on to the Karl 
Heusner Memorial Hospital 
where he died 3 days later on 
December 6th.

Police say they have suspects, 
three brothers, two of whom were 
detained. Charges are expected 
to be laid on these men as police 
investigations continue. 

Douglas Gonzalez

Man Dies After Being 
Shot In Dangriga

There was a House of 
Representatives meeting on 
Monday, December 12. At 
the meeting the Government 
introduced a motion to secure 
a loan of 6 million U.S. dollars 
with the specific purpose of it 
being placed at the Development 
Finance Corporation to offer loans 
to students pursuing tertiary level 
education. During the meeting, 
ever mindful of the importance of 
education and making it available 
to the most needy in the country, 
Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow made it 
a point to request that finances 
be made available to students 
from financially challenged 
backgrounds.

“There are hurdles to those 
from impoverished households,” 
stated Hon. Barrow and asked 

that provision be put in place to 
ensured that the most needy have 
access to the loans. 

It is noteworthy that the 12 
million dollars being infused into 
the DFC will be repaid to the 
Caribbean Development Bank at 
an interest rate of 3.5% in a period 
of 17 years 5 of which will be a 
grace period. With those kinds 
of terms, Hon. Barrow’s request 
is not unreasonable. Currently, 
the DFC offers student loans at a 
staggering 11% interest rate. 

These loans are unaffordable, 
especially to underprivileged 
young persons who would not 
be able to come up with the 
collateral necessary to make the 
loans and even worse do not have 
a stream of income to service the 
loans. 

Shyne Demands Better 
Interest Rates For Tertiary 

Students
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VaCanCY: JoB oPPorTunITY 
 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Operations Department. In the 
Port’s continued effort to promote diversity, both females/males, are encouraged to apply for the available post. 

aSSISTanT oPeraTIonS SuPerVISor 

reports to: Cargo operations Manager 
 

Summary of responsibilities:  The Assistant Operations Supervisor will report to the Cargo Operations Manager and will 
assist with the supervision of all container movement and operations personnel. He or she will be responsible for preparing 
vessel worked forms to Accounts Department for billing and statistical/Operational reports. Able to check reefer plugins, read 
and calculate charges. Learn newly implemented Octopi Terminal Operating System, training to be provided. Assist COM 
with preparing gang order for vessels and reefer cargo information.  This post is fun and challenging, come prepared for a new 
venture.  
 
Job responsibilities: 
Summary of responsibilities:  The Assistant Operations Supervisor will report to the Cargo Operations Manager (COM) 
and will assist with the supervision of all container movement and operations personnel. He or she will be responsible for 
preparing vessel worked forms to Accounts Department for billing and statistical/Operational reports. Able to check reefer 
plugins, read and calculate charges. Utilize newly implemented Octopi Terminal Operating System (TOS), inhouse training 
and opportunity for ongoing self-development to be provided.  

Assist COM with preparing gang order for vessels, berth planning, staff scheduling and reefer cargo information.   

Leadership responsibilities: 
  Attract, develop, grow and retain the best talents and fill the leadership pipeline. 
 Organize, balance and schedule workloads within the department. 
 Prioritize, delegate, and set performance objectives. 
 Follow-up on performance, provide quality feedback, and objectively appraise differentiated performance 

levels. 
 Empower and inspire staff to achieve high levels of motivation and employee engagement. 
 Ensure zero harm, improve safe working processes. 
 Provide timely reports for all accidents, incidents and disciplinary incidents. 
 Understand Customer requirements and drive the department to achieve these on a consistent basis. 
 Track and manage variable expenditure to avoid all cost waste and reduce costs to the bare minimum. 
 Continuously lean, streamline, and improve processes. 
 Leverage relevant technology to automate processes. 
 Maintain high levels of data quality for data and information and reports provided to other functions. 

duties & responsibilities:  
 Remain vigilant and immediately take action in the event any personnel, customers or visitors to the terminal 

are not wearing PPE and/or any unsafe acts are witnessed.   
 Assist with supervising of the movement of inbound and outbound of all containers and break bulk/bulk 

cargoes. 
 Assist with supervising of personnel working in the port compound, container yard and pier. 
 Assist with the input, processing and verification of correct and complete upload of vessel and cargo 

information into the TOS in preparation of vessel arrival.  Reconcile planned and executed work prior vessel 
departure. Provide relief at Gate-In and Gate-Out processes as required.  

 Develop and implement a systematic yard plan to accommodate performa cargo flows into and out of the yard; 
modify as required to meet actual vessel cargo fluctuations. 

 Plan, sequence, execute and monitor cargo discharge and load, into and out of the yard in an optimized 
manner.  

 Generate and execute work queues for yard stacker operators; discharge and load; monitor execution. 
 Assist with the preparation of gang order for vessels. 
 Assist with the preparation and daily maintenance of the staff roster; aligning anticipated operations manning 

requirements with projected vessel movements, distributing regularly (daily if required). 
 Assist with the preparation and daily maintenance and distribution of the Berth Plan. 
 Provide relief at Gate-In and Gate-Out processes as required. 
 Provide relief at Front-Desk release processes as required. 
 Check and sign delivery orders for authenticity to load direct delivery containers. 
 Assist with the supervising of the loading and unloading of containers and break-bulk vessels in 

compound/pierhead. 
 Provide reports of vessels worked to Accounts Department for billing. 
 Provide reports (work logs) of vessels worked for operations statistics. 
 Check and prepare reefer cargo information.  Check reefer plug-ins, reading and calculate charges. 
 Develop and maintain operational data and operational reporting. 
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In 2019, a grouping of 
Belizeans including members 
of political third party launched 
a claim in the Supreme Court to 
have it rule on section 90 of the 
Constitution of Belize which 
reads: 

90.-(1) The Elections and 
Boundaries Commission shall, 
after considering the distribution 
of the population throughout 
Belize, make proposals from 
time to time for dividing Belize 
into electoral divisions in such a 
way that

(a) each electoral division 
shall have as nearly as may be an 
equal number of persons eligible 
to vote; 

(b) the total number of 
electoral divisions shall be not 
less than twenty-eight.

The contention of the Belize 
Peace Movement was that the 
electoral division were not as 
equal to each other as possible 
giving rise to the uneven weight 
of one vote over another.   

After over three years in 
court there is some two weeks 

ago, Supreme Court Justice 
Geneviève Chabot has perfected 
an order in which the Belize Peace 
Movement and the Government 
of Belize have entered into a 
consent order. It is a 5 point 
agreement as follows:

1) The Parties acknowledge 
that given the current distribution 
of registered voters in Belize it 
is necessary for the Elections 
and Boundaries Commission to 
consider the distribution of voters 
and make recommendations 
for the amendment of the First 
Schedule to the Representation 
of the People Act to re-define 
current electoral boundaries. 

2 )  The  Elec t ions  and 
Boundaries Commission shall 
identify and explain in a written 
report its recommendations and all 
proposals considered necessary 
for re-districting as provided 
by the Belize Constitution 
generally and section 90 of the 
Belize Constitution in particular, 
and shall share the report with 
the Claimants on the date the 
report is laid before the National 

Assembly or the 17th of July, 
2023, whichever is earlier, or 
such other extended date as 
agreed between the Parties. 

3) The First Defendant 
shall cause the preparation of 
a draft bill pursuant to section 
90 of the Belize Constitution to 
amend the First Schedule of the 
Representation of the People Act 
to reflect the recommendations 
of the Elections and Boundaries 
Commission as made in its said 
report and the Elections and 
Boundaries Commission shall 
lay the proposals before the 
National Assembly before July 
31st, 2023. 

4) The Parties agree that in 
this process the Defendants shall 
consult the guidelines set out in 
the Court’s EXPERT REPORT 
OF SEAN P. TRENDE dated 
October 14, 2020. 

5) The Defendants shall 
bear the reasonable costs of the 
Claimants to be taxed if not 
agreed.

As noted in the Consent 
Order, the parties have agreed 
to consult the guidelines of the 
Court’s expert report. In that 
report, Trende notes that, “the 
degree of malapportionment 
present in Belize today far exceeds 
any threshold suggested in other 
countries, or by international 
organizations. For example, an 
elector in the Ft. George Electoral 
Division casts a vote that has 
five times the value in the Belize 
House of Representatives as a 
vote cast by an elector in the Stann 
Creek West Electoral Division… 

71% of Belize’s electoral division 
are severely malapportioned.”

T h e  r e p o r t  h o w e v e r 
continues to state that, “these 
deviations can be addressed, and 
can be addressed in very short 
order.” In his report, Trende 
explains that he came up with 
three maps that redefine voter 
distributions. The first map he 
explains, “is intended to create 
31 divisions, with a maximum 
total deviation from the ideal 
population of no more than 
15%.” In his second map, Trende 
explains, “this map awards 8 
divisions to Cayo District and 
9 divisions to Belize District.” 
His third map which he dubs the 
‘Minimal changes’ map Trende 
states, “for this map I began  with 
the current division boundaries, 
then gradually altered them until 
overall malapportionment was 
reduced to acceptable levels… 
To minimize changes, I exercised 
my discretion to give Belize 
District 10 divisions and Cayo 
District 7 divisions.

It is noteworthy that the 
Elect ions  and Boundaries 
Department has commenced 
the exercise of redistricting. 
However the task force that 
was empanelled to conduct the 
exercise has come under major 
scrutiny as one of the members 
is an active operative of the 
ruling PUP party. Most recently 
one of the members of the task 
force resigned citing numerous 
irregularities in the manner in 
which the exercise was being 
conducted. 

Supreme Court Orders Even 
Distribution Of Electors
In All Constituencies

Third map showing minimal changes in constituencies
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Members of the National 
Assembly made their  way 
to  Belmopan on Monday, 
December 12, where, for the 4th 
time this year alone, the PUP 
administration went to the House 
to request another supplement to 
the budget. 

As part of their song and 
dance, Prime Minister Johnny 
Briceno presented that the 
Petro-Caribe Loan has been 
renegotiated. Proving some 
level of incompetence, Briceno 
stated that the loan is somewhere 

between 449 million and 547 
million dollars. That is a variance 
of a whopping 98 million dollars. 
He claims that both Governments 
need to audit the finances to pin 
exactly where the debt actually 
stands. While variances in loans 
are a common occurrence, to have 
a 98 million dollar disparity is 
something to behold. It is a wonder 
that this PUP administration is 
still in office. With this kind of 
inaccurate accounting, it is a 
matter of serious concern that 
they are unable to determine 

exactly how much is owed. 
Keeping on his performance, 

Briceno even claimed that the 
International Monetary Fund and 
the Central Bank are praising his 
Government for having achieved 
a 63% debt to GDP ratio. He 
gloated that the debt to GDP ratio 
will be going down by between 
6 to 7%. 

But with all the hoopla that 
Briceno presented in the House 
of Representatives, it is not 
translating to the ordinary man. 
The inflation rate is well beyond 

PUP’s Hollow Savings, Belizeans Continue to Suffer
7%, with everyday commodities 
seeing unchecked price increases. 
The price of fuel is among the 
highest in the world despite 
drastic falls in the price of fuel. 
Hundreds of Belizeans still 
have not been able to receive 
assistance following Hurricane 
Lisa. The health system is in total 
shambles with basic supplies 
not being available in any of 
the public facilities. All told the 
Prime Minister blew hot air while 
the Belizean public is literally 
starving, unable to buy food or 
even pay bills. 
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On Friday, December 9, 
Justice Susan Lamb found two 
men guilty of murder in the 
killing of businessman Oscar 
Rosado Sr.

The men, Brandon Hughes 
and Jose Gomez, stood accused 
of the midday murder of the 
businessman who was shot and 
killed at his hardware store on 
April 23, 2018. At the time three 
men came into the business under 

the guise of buying nails. They 
would then turn robbers and as 
Rosado Sr. got into an altercation 
with one of the robbers he was 
shot to the forehead. One of the 
robbers then searched him and 
ran off with his wallet. 

This instant was the third 
time that the businessman had 
been attacked by robbers. On one 
of the previous occasions he was 
shot to the back but survived. 

Jose Gomez and Brandon Hughes

Oscar Rosado’s Killers 
Found Guilty Of Murder

On Tuesday, December 
13, police arrested and charged 
three men: Abel Martinez, a 20-
year-old, Belizean Construction 
Worker along with Angel Antonio 
Ruiz, a 30-year-old, Construction 
Worker and Hilberto Ruiz, a 
35-year-old, Belizean Truck 
Driver. The men are all from the 
Antelope Street Extension area 
or the Krooman Lagoon area. 
Police charged them for being 
members of the Normandee 
Locos Salvatrucha (NLS) clique 
of the Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13) 

Gang.
They were all arraigned 

in Magistrate’s Court where 
originally Hilberto Ruiz pleaded 
guilty to the charge but changed 
his plea after it was indicated to 
him that the charge carries jail 
time. On taking the charge he told 
the court that he was a working 
man and that the entire ordeal 
was harassing form him. The 
other two accused pleaded not 
guilty to the charge and they were 
all remanded to the Hattieville 
Prison until February 13, 2023.

Three Men 
Remanded On 
Gang Charges

Abel MartinezHilberto Ruiz Angel Ruiz
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T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
Beneficiaries and Retired Public 
Officers ABRPO, has issued a 
release calling for decisive action 
to be taken by the Government 
of Belize to resolve the situation 
of impasse which obstructs the 
receipt of benefits which are owed 
to public sector workers who were 
affected by the government’s 
salary increment freeze during 
the period 1995 to 1997. 

The ABRPO is an Association 
registered under Chapter 205 of 
the Laws of Belize which was 
formed in 2019 to advocate for 
and represent the interests of the 
5,887 public sector workers who 
were affected by the Government 
of Belize’s austerity-driven freeze 
on salary increments during the 
aforementioned period. This 
resulted in cost savings to the 
government of some $7 million. 

To address the issue of 
compensation, it was agreed 
between the Government of 
Belize, The Public Service 
Union, and the Belize National 
Teachers ’ Union  tha t  the 
government would issue shares 
in Belize Telecommunications 
Ltd to the Unions, from which 
the dividend earnings could be 
used for purposes that would 
alleviate the situation faced by 
public sector workers affected 
by the salary increment freeze. 
This never happened and instead, 
a protracted state of litigation, 
failed mediation, and managerial 
inertia ensued. 

At this time, twenty-seven 
years later, some $8 million has 
accrued by way of BTL dividend 
payments, deposited into the 
account of an agreed Public 
Sector Workers’ Trust Fund 
established in 2014 for which 
the Unions were the responsible 
Settlor. 

Beneficiaries of the Trust 
became  conce rned  abou t 
decisions taken by the Board of 
Trustees of the PSWT, directed 
by the Unions, which engaged 
in spending that did not benefit 
those public sector workers who 
were entitled to do so.

The matter was legally 
chal lenged by a group of 
beneficiaries and in 2017 the 
Supreme Court of Belize ruled 
that the Trust Fund was to be 
used for projects which benefitted 
solely those public sector workers 
who were affected by the 1995-

1997 increment freeze. The 
Supreme Court also ruled that 
the appointment of the Unions as 
Settlors was erroneous and that 
by law, the Government of Belize 
should be the responsible Settlor. 
To date, this matter has not been 
resolved. 

T h e  l i t i g a t i n g  g r o u p 
of  benef ic iar ies  in  2021, 
unsuccessfully requested the 
Court to vary the 2017 ruling 
thereby enabling both a payout 
of funds to beneficiaries and the 
funding of projects. The Court 
also declined a request by the 
litigants for the replacement of the 
Board of Trustees of the PSWT 
to obtain better representation for 
beneficiaries. An Appeal lodged 
by the group has been confounded 
because the written Judgment 
may not have been signed off 
on by the presiding judge who 
has since demitted office, and 
because of the unavailability of 
a transcript ABRPO has written 
the Prime Minister and the 
Attorney General requesting the 
government’s intervention, calling 
for constructive engagement 
by the parties concerned and 
expeditious resolution of the 
festering situation. 

It has pointed out the sad 
situation in which a growing 
number of beneficiaries are 
passing away without the benefit 
of their entitlement; this is the 
cardinal indicator of the real-
time practical infeasibility of the 
project-mandated approach. 

It has drawn attention to the 
abject incompetence and failure 
of the PSWT Board of Trustees in 
ensuring that beneficiaries’ needs 
are satisfactorily attended to.

It has highlighted the need 
for action by the Settlor to 
dissolve the current stance of the 
Unions which has its designs for 
the use of the Funds and does 
not recognize the legally defined 
beneficiaries. 

The ABRPO has noted 
Section 95(1) of the La Bour Act 
of Belize entitled ‘the protection of 
wages.’ The section provides that 
“In all contracts of employment 
provision shall be made for the 
payment of the wages of a worker 
in legal tender and not otherwise 
and if in any such contract the 
whole or any part of such wages 
is made payable in any other 
manner, such contract shall be 
illegal, null and void. 

This challenges the validity 
of the ruling which binds the 
use of the Trust Fund only for 
projects. It was not litigated 
in the previous court cases 
but constitutes legitimate and 
pellucid justification for the 
overwhelming demand made by 
beneficiaries that they are fully 
compensated for the increments 
which they lost. 

The press release ends by 
stating as follows: After waiting 
for 27 years the funds are available 
to be disbursed to beneficiaries 
with interest. In this vein, ABRPO 
expresses solidarity with the call 
by public sector workers for early 
restitution of their increments and 
compensation for monetary loss 
arising from the Government of 
Belize’s salary increment freeze 
in 2020. 

It may be recalled that 
in 1995, the Government of 
Belize had agreed to give the 
Public Service Union and 
the Belize National Teachers 
Union some 794,732 shares 
in Belize Telecommunications 
Limited (now Belize Telemedia 
Limited) as compensation for the 
suspension of annual increments 
of public officers and teachers 
during the fiscal period 1995 to 
1997. These shares continued 
earning dividends which were 
kept in a separate Government 
Savings Account in trust for 
the affected public officers and 
teachers.

In 2007, the said shares were 
transferred into the joint names of 
the Public Service Union and the 
Belize National Teachers Union, 
but the dividends earned up to 
that time continued to be held in 
the Government Savings Account 
pending the establishment by 
the Unions of a Trust to fund 
various projects for the benefit 
of the affected public officers and 
teachers and their families.

Hubert Enriquez, President of 
The Association of Beneficiaries 
and Retired Public Officers has 

reached out to The Guardian 
stating that members have over 
the years passed away without 
getting any 

benefits. Enriquez reports 
the existence of a labor law 
that refers to payments in legal 
tender. 

“We have not yet received 
compensation for the wage freeze 
that took place in 1995 to 1997,” 

he said. 
But  the Public  Sector 

Workers’ Trust seems not to 
remain in stationary mode. 
Hurricane Lisa touched down 
in the Belize District recently 
and affected many citizens. 
In response, the Public Sector 
Workers’ Trust started a food 
assistance program to assist 
members that were affected by the 
hurricane. Trustee of the Board, 
Dr. Phillip Castillo, reports that 
some seven thousand persons are 
expected to get assistance from 
the $350,000 program. 

In response to the ABRPO 
release, Dr. Philip Castillo pointed 
The Guardian to a Supreme Court 
judgment from within Claim 444 
of 2019 about the matter of the 
Public Sector Worker’s Trust. The 
ruling states as follows: The real 
reason for the hostility between 
the Claimants and the Defendants 
is the manner of distribution of 
the Trust assets. As indicated the 
Claimants want cash in hand and 
that the Defendants should give 
them at least half the money in the 
Trust. While the Defendants may 
decide that a worthwhile project 
may be to give some grants to 
the beneficiaries, the purpose of 
the grant was for projects that 
would benefit the beneficiaries 
not a distribution of the trust 
assets to the beneficiaries in cash 
payments. 

D r .  P h i l i p  C a s t i l l o 
emphasized that as mandated by 
the Courts they will continue to 
do “Projects.” A recent audited 
statement from the Trust confirms 
that over 9.7 million dollars in 
total cash and non-cash assets 
have accumulated. 

Given that 27 years ago 
public officers were committed 
to a sedentary occupation some 
of them are now suffering from 
Alzheimer’s, cancers and other 
ailments admits Dr. Philip 
Castillo. Thus, the Trust has 
committed to give those public 
officers access to the Belize 
Medical Associates and other top 
medical centers in the country “…
for a complete medical checkup.” 
Additionally, the Trust is now 
developing a health grant, where 
under close medical supervision, 
those same public officers will be 
getting $200.00 to defray their 
medical expenses.

New Challenge To Public 
Sector Workers’ Trust
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Everything you thought you 

believed might be challenged this 
week, causing you to be much more 
negative about matters of the heart 
than you normally would. No matter 
how optimistic you try to be about the 
inherent goodness of others, they may 
have recently disappointed you in big 
ways. Over time, even minor upsetting 
experiences in the dating world or in 
your relationship history can create 
powerful negativity. This week, it’s all 
catching up to you. Do what you can 
to restore your faith in humanity and 
love -- remind yourself that this, too, 
shall pass. People don’t always have 
bad intentions, and you deserve love 
as good-hearted as you are.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Twists and turns are a big part 

of the love game this week -- whether 
they end in a fun adventure or an 
unpleasant crash will vary. If you’re 
in a relationship, you might feel like 
your partner has made a fool out of 
you. They could have been hiding 
a financial or intimate matter from 
you, but any blissful ignorance will 
probably end as the Sun squares 
Neptune on Wednesday. It could be a 
major disappointment -- even if your 
partner has only committed a lie of 
omission. If you’re single, however, 
your ride should be much smoother. 
An unexpected conversation with 
someone extremely different from you 
on Saturday could lead to a whirlwind 
romance!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You might feel like your current 

relationship status -- or lack of it -- is 
bringing you down more than lifting 
you up. If you’re committed to a 
lover, you’re possibly worried that 
your partner is doing something that 
will damage your reputation or make 
it harder for you to succeed in some 
way. You may need to figure out if this 
is you being paranoid, or if there is a 
kernel of truth to your concern. Single? 
Be watchful for the nagging worry 
that you’re losing out on professional 
opportunities due to not having a 
partner. Relax -- it’s all in your mind. 
Don’t put energy into that negativity!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
The cosmos is cascading love 

blessings over you this week, Cancer. 
With Venus moving through your 
partnership sector, you are feeling a 
strong dose of support in fostering new 
connections or maintaining a current 
one. Communication planet Mercury 
is also here, and its support brings 
even greater fortunate possibilities to 
your present love life. On Saturday, 
Mercury will be at a gorgeous trine to 
Uranus, the planet of revolution. You 
might have a brilliant idea that really 
comes alive thanks to a conversation 
with your sweetheart. If single, a 
friend could suddenly introduce you to 
someone who opens your mind -- and 
your heart.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
You’re viewing your love life as 

if it were a romantic film and you’re 

wearing rose-colored glasses. The root 
of all disappointment is expectation -- 
and this week, any tendency you have 
to expect perfection in romance might 
be downright crushing. The Sun is in 
your true love sector and will make a 
difficult square to fuzzy Neptune on 
Wednesday. This can burst your bubble 
in matters of the heart. Someone might 
not be who you think they were in any 
way! This could show you some of 
their major flaws -- or simply regular 
human mistakes. It’ll seem like a fall 
from grace. Upon deeper reflection, 
you may realize that you were only 
fooling yourself.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
It’s possible that you have a 

secret crush on someone -- and you 
likely don’t want your family to 
know about your feelings. Maybe it’s 
because you’re worried that one of your 
relatives will judge you or criticize your 
romantic choices. On the other hand, 
you may instead be in a committed 
relationship and need to keep quiet 
about something going on with one of 
your relatives. Your sweetheart might 
not approve of this family member’s 
actions or the amount of time and effort 
you spend attempting to help them. The 
situation could get complicated as the 
Sun squares Neptune on Wednesday, 
so watch your step.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You might be mentally exhausted 

from the stories you keep telling 
yourself that aren’t true. This is likely 
to be about self-limiting beliefs that 
are getting in the way of your romantic 
happiness. One example could be that 
you believe you’re not worthy of being 
loved deeply for who you are or ever 
chosen as someone’s “one and only.” 
Bad exes may have convinced you 
that love always leads to heartache and 
sacrifice. These negative expectations 
are blocking you from opening up to 
someone new! Even if you have past 
experiences that support these ideas, it 
doesn’t mean they are permanent truths 
in your life. You can make a difference 
and stop perpetuating that negativity.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
A  n e w  a p p r o a c h  t o 

communicating with your partner 
can infuse your relationship with 
enhanced understanding. You might 
take a completely different approach to 
decision-making or conflict resolution. 
It looks like the more you can become 
a logical observer regarding whatever 
is happening in your relationship, the 
better you should actually understand 
your partner. It may feel as though, 
by removing your personal stake in a 
conversation, you finally “get” what 
your partner is trying to say. Try it! If 
single, you might feel more uncertain 
or insecure. Even if someone reveals 
a crush on you, you may not feel 
deserving of this person’s attention. 
Take this week to consider the source 
of any self-doubt surrounding love.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You might be so bogged down in 

a domestic situation that it leaves little 
time for romance. The Sun is in your 

sign, and on Wednesday, it will engage 
in a murky square to Neptune, currently 
in your 4th House of Home. You may 
feel like your security is somehow 
disappearing, or that something 
connected to who you are has already 
been lost. This feeling could leave you 
on shaky ground, and if you’re not 
steady, it’ll be nearly impossible to 
nurture a healthy romantic relationship. 
Remind yourself that you must build 
your home in yourself and not others -- 
otherwise, you will always run the risk 
of your heart becoming homeless.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
An unexpected conversation with 

a stranger might instantly capture your 
heart. Mercury is empowering your 
sign and will dip into a perfect trine 
to Uranus on Saturday. Since Uranus 
is moving through your true love 
sector, you could find yourself falling 
into some unpredictably delightful 
dialogue with a random person who 
quickly transforms into so much more. 
If you’re already paired off, then you 
and your sweetheart might suddenly 
realize that you’re ready to expand your 
family. Recently gotten together with 
a love interest? You may feel ready to 
commit far more quickly than usual. 
The depth of feeling in your words 
might genuinely shock you!

Your Horoscope Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Most of the time, friends lift us up -- 
this week, however, you might have 
an encounter with a friend that is more 
disheartening. This pal may not be the 
best person to be around energetically. 
Perhaps they’re (intentionally or not) 
reducing the confidence you have in 
yourself so much that it gets in the way 
of your love life. One example could be 
that your friend convinces you that your 
crush will never be interested. They 
might even give you misleading advice, 
like encouraging you to lie to your 
partner about something. You might 
have to ask yourself whether or not this 
person is actually a good friend.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
You might be more gullible 

than usual this week! The universe 
is enhancing your innate sense of 
compassion and trust -- which isn’t 
as helpful as you might think. In fact, 
it’s possible that you’ll send mixed 
signals to someone in your professional 
life. This person might confuse your 
friendly, sentimental, or inspirational 
vibe as flirtatious. Even if romance 
is the last thing on your mind, your 
attempts to be kind or win over a 
co-worker in a platonic way could be 
misconstrued all too easily. You’ll want 
to have firm boundaries this week so 
that no one thinks you’re crossing any 
lines. Otherwise, this may get messy.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Weiqin Zhu/Jin Chun Zhao are applying for the renewal of a 
restuarant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Julies Fast 
Food” located at Ladyville Village.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Jianfa ou is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License 
for the year 2023 to operate “Vinfa Shopping Center” located at #93 
Cemetery Road, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Glenford Williams is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor 
License for the year 2023 to operate “Shamera’s Mini Shop” located 
at 152 Lord’s Bank Village, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that rajaul Islam/Salma Islam are applying for the 
new Malt and Cider Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate 
“new Peoples Lunch Box” located at 100 North Front Street, Belize 
City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Juanita Panchita Banner is the renewal of a Malt and Cider 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Panchies” located at 
Willows Bank Village, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Solange Villanueva is applying for the renewal 
of a Malt and Cider Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate 
“Vinotopia Wine Boutique” located at 4752 West Landivar, Belize 
City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Sylvia Julissa Mejia is applying for the renewal of a Publican 
Special Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Christy Bar” 
located at Cow Pen Village, Stann Creek District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor Licence 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Bernette Smith is applying for the renewal of a restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Bernette Gongora Cool 
Spot” located in Roaring Creek Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that angelica Carillo is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor 
License for the year 2023 to operate “K &S Mini Mart” located in 
La Democracia Village, Belize District.

Liquor License Notice
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noTICe oF SerVICe oF ProCeSS 
BY PuBLICaTIon

STaTe oF norTh CaroLIna 
MeCKLenBurG CounTY In The 

dISTrICT CourT

CuSTodY proceeding to Pedro antonio 
Martinez Case no. 22-CVd-17293

Take notice that a pleading seeking relief 
against you has been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief being sought is 

as follows: ChILd CuSTodY.
You are required to make defense to such 

pleading no later than 40 days, TBd and upon 
your failure to do so the party seeking service 

against you will apply to the court for the relief 
sought.

This, the 8th day of december, 2022.

Contact information:
ruth Jaimes, esq. attorney for Plaintiff

  2101 Sardis road north, Suite 205
Charlotte, nC 28227
Office (704) 966-8660
 Fax     (704) 966-8661

Belize Sugar Industries Limited
Tower hill Staff Club

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE BSI TOWER 
HILL STAFF CLUB OF OTRO BENQUE, ORANGE WALK 
TOWN, IS APPLYING FOR reneWaL CerTIFICaTe oF 
reGISTraTIon aS a MeMBerShIP CLuB For The Year 
2023, UNDER THE CLUB REGISTRATION ACT, SECTIONS 2,5(9) 
AND 17(1)(C) OF CHAPTER 312, OF THE LAWS OF BELIZE 
REVISED EDITION 2000.

Belize Sugar Industries Limited
Tower hill Staff Club

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE BSI TOWER HILL 
STAFF CLUB IS APPLYING FOR A MeMBerS’ CLuB LICenCe 
FOR THE YEAR 2023 TO BE OPERATED AT THE BSI TOWER 
HILL STAFF CLUB OF OTRO BENQUE, ORANGE WALK TOWN 
UNDER THE INTOXICATING LIQUOR LICENCE ORDINANCE 
REVISED EDITION 1980.

It’s that time of year again. 
December has come and with it all 
the joys of Christmas. But what 
is the real meaning of Christmas? 
Is it the gifts under the tree, the 
lights in the windows, turkey 
dinners with family and friends, 
and playing Kris Kringle in the 
workplace, buying that new dress 
and shoes and getting hair done 
for the annual company party? Is 
this really Christmas?

That’s just a part of it, but 
the embodiment of Christmas 
in this writer’s view is, “To give 
up one’s very self, to think only 
of others and how to bring the 
greatest happiness to others.”

The tradition of exchanging 
gifts, and seasonal Christmas 
shopping began to assume 
economic importance.   We go 
into debt to celebrate Christmas.  
Our idea of Christmas has become 
commercialized.  Our focus is 
on getting the house pretty, to 
fix stuff in the house that was 

broken from March.  Buying 
new furniture and curtains and 
Christmas lights and trees and 
buying the children the most 
expensive or newest gadget on 
the market.  We have lost the true 
meaning of Christmas.  While the 
giving of gifts gives us joy, this 
should only be a small part of the 
meaning we find in Christmas.

The  t rue  mean ing  o f 
Christmas should exemplify the 
four covenants of the Advent 
wreath which is Hope, Peace, 
Joy and Love. The true meaning 
of Christmas is the celebration of 
these incredible acts.

Christmas can be a season 
of great joy. It is a time of God 
showing His great love for us. 
It can be a time of healing and 
renewed strength. Enjoy the 
season but remember to rejoice as 
well! After all, the true meaning 
of Christmas is the celebration of 
God’s ultimate gift: the birth of 
Jesus, the Christ child.

Have we Lost the 
Meaning of Christmas?

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
douglas Peres, is applying for the renewal of a restaurant Liquor 
License for the year 2023 to be operated at “La rivera restaurant and 
Bar”, located at Rivera Area West Belmopan City, Cayo District.

Liquor License Notice

Over the past few days there 
has been a spike in reported cases 
of Covid-19. Based on the latest 
report by the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness which was issued on 
Monday December 12 and which 
covers a 6 day period between 
December 6th and the 12th there 
were 259 new confirmed cases 
of Covid-19. During a virtual 
press conference, Dr. Melissa 
Diaz, Director of Public Health 
and Wellness, explained that the 
country is entering a new wave 
of the virus. She noted that while 
this may be the case, there have 
been very few hospitalizations as 
a result of the spike.

Diaz noted that the health 
system is not yet considering 

the implementation of Covid 
suppression measures just as 
yet. She did note however that 
the public has been relaxing 
the protocols as the perception 
of danger by the virus has 
diminished. This along with the 
onset of the flu season has brought 
on an increase of flu and upper 
respiratory ailments. These, had 
also been suppressed by the use 
of masks, social distancing and 
regular sanitizing of hands. 

While there is an increase 
in cases of both Covid-19 and 
the traditional flu, Diaz says that 
vaccines are available for both, 
free of cost, at any public medical 
facility. 

Covid Numbers 
Spike

The Country is entering a new wave of Covid-19 infections
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notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
Senlin Li, is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License for 
the year 2023 to be operated at “Tow Tow Grocery”, located at 6772 
Mahogany Street, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
Zhou Yang huang, is applying for the renewal of a restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “Quick Meal”, 
located at 7 Mitchel Estate, Ladyville Village, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, Shahin ahmed/nazrul Islam, are applying for the renewal 
of a Convenience Store Liquor License for the year 2023 to be 
operated at “Baba Shopping Mart”, located at 95 Amara Avenue, 
Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, Jun Yang Zhao, is applying for the renewal of a Convenience 
Store Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “discount 
Supermarket”, located at 2364 MahoganyStreet, Belize City, Belize 
District.

Liquor License Notice

Narciso Torres, a master 
forest gardener, was recognized 
on Friday for being the recipient 
of the University of California’s 
highest honor: The Chancellor 
Medal. The celebration took 
place in the Branch Mouth area 
of the Cayo District with the 
participation of other forest 
gardeners. 

“I never expected all these 
things to happen…we are very 
honored by it, I give thanks to the 
Lord,” Narciso Torres said after 

the short ceremony. 
Dr. Anabel Ford, from the 

University of California, along 
with local community expert 
Cynthia Ellis form a team for 
the conservation of the El Pilar 
Archaeological Reserve. Narciso 
Torres has been partnering with 
El Pilar for the past 40 years. 

“This is an award for all of 
us,” says Cynthia Ellis, who has 
been championing the cause of El 
Pilar for over a decade.

Forest Gardener 
in Western Belize 

Recognized

Narciso Torres on the far right with other forest gardeners

The Ministry of Health and 
Wellness in coordination with 
the Social Investment Fund SIF 
officially opened the Belmopan 
polyclinic within the Western 
Regional Hospital grounds. The 
new structure comes at a cost of 
1.4 million dollars, through a loan 
from the Caribbean Development 
Bank and counterpart funding by 
the Government of Belize. 

The new facility has a new 
area for outpatient services and 
a designated area for mental 
health, dental health, and general 
practice. It also houses a spacious 
waiting area, a special area for 
maternal and healthcare; as 
well as an observation room. 
Engineers at SIF, along with the 
technical staff of the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness, ensured 
that the design of the polyclinic 
was built as a disaster-resilient 
infrastructure.  

“That it  can withstand 
natural disasters like hurricanes,” 
said Narda Garcia, Board Chair 
of SIF. 

Kevin Bernard, Minister of 
Health and Wellness was present 

for the launch. He announced that 
the new polyclinic is in line with 
the Belize Health Sector Strategic 
Plan 2014 to 2024.

Ground was broken for the 
new polyclinic in Belmopan 
by the then Minister of Health, 
Hon. Pablo Marin, back in July 
27, 2020. The polyclinic was 
part of the UDP Government’s 
plan of increase access to 
healthcare. This clinic is to 
serve  residents of Belmopan 
and nearby villages of Roaring 
Creek, Camalote, St. Matthew, 
Cotton Tree, Frank’s Eddy, More 
Tomorrow, St. Margaret, and 
Armenia. Services will include 
medical consultations for the 
outpatient department, maternal 
and child health services – 
including immunization, prenatal, 
postnatal, family planning, cancer 
screening, child health – dental 
health, mental health, pharmacy, 
and phlebotomy services.  

The Western Regional 
Hospital was opened in 1970. 
With the new polyclinic, it will 
enhance its services to some 5000 
residents living in the surrounding 
communities. 

UDP’s New 
Polyclinic For 

Belmopan

New Polyclinic
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