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It is a strange sight in the 
Michael Finnegan Market in 
Belize City where imported 
oranges are in full display. 
From our information, these are 
Mexican oranges. The oranges are 
being imported into the country 
and are openly being sold at the 
market.

This kind of defiant activity 
is contrary to every rhetoric that 
the Ministry of Agriculture has 
been chiming recently, still it is 
now a fact that the country is 
importing products that are being 
grown in more than adequate 
supplies locally. 

When the Guardian checked, 
the price of oranges go for a 
staggering 2 dollars each or 6 
dollars per pound.

It’s a new development 
that has caught the attention of 
many and some are questioning 
the interest that the Ministry 
of Agriculture has in not only 
protecting locally produced fruits 
but the health of the agriculture 
industry.

C h e c k s 
m a d e  w i t h 
the  Customs 
department has 
determined that 
citrus products 
i n c l u d i n g 
o ranges  and 
limes cannot 
be brought into 
t h e  c o u n t r y 
because of the 
threat that they 
pose to import 
along with them 
the devastating 
M e d f l y.  We 
are informed 
that even with 
r e s t r i c t i o n s 
being placed on 
the importation 

of these products, they still make 
their way into the market giving 
the appearance that they are 
legally brought into the country. 
What is more concerning is 
that officers tell us that very 
often they receive directives 
from politicians to allow the 
importation of contraband items. 
Oranges and limes being some of 
those items. 

The entire thing is one that is 
concerning to citrus farmers not 
only because of the competition 
that it poses to local production 
but the potential of plagues 
being brought in along with the 
produce. It is also noteworthy 
that recently there have been 
announcements by the Minister 
of Agriculture who has boldly 
declared that Belize could be 
feeding our neighbors, Mexico 
in particular. A cursory look at 
the market belies this however, 
as there is massive importation 
of produce like onions, lettuce, 
carrots, cauliflower and many 
others. 

Belize Importing Oranges

Residents of San Ignacio 
were taken aback over the past 
few days as the Victor Galvez 
Stadium is being given a fresh 
coat of paint. While it would 
ordinarily be something that 
is welcomed, the residents are 
balking at what is being done 
because the perimeter walls are 
being painted with and awful 
shade of blue which simple does 
not blend with the esthetics of the 
sporting complex.

As we understand it, the 
initiative is one which is being 
taken by the area representative 
who is using public funds to 
make propaganda of public 
infrastructure. One resident told 
the Guardian that he was shocked 

at the color that was chosen and 
exclaimed that there must have 
been something better that could 
have been done with the 20 
thousand dollars monthly which 
is allocated to this particular area 
representative instead of turning 
the stadium into an eye sore.    

A n o t h e r  o b s e r v e r 
commented that when the project 
was constructed under the UDP 
administration, they did not paint 
it red so how was it that the area 
representative now wants to paint 
it blue. 

Misuse Of 
Public Funds

Victor Galvez Stadium being turned into an eye sore
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The Leader of the Opposition 
Hon. Dr. Moses Shyne Barrow 
is attending the International 
Democratic Union Forum (IDU) 
in Washington DC which is 
scheduled from December 6 to 9 
2022. IDU Forums bring together 
policy makers, senior party 
officials, and thought leaders 
from our global membership and 
beyond. IDU gatherings allow 
an open exchange and vigorous 
debates in a unique environment 
among like-minded partners 
committed to shared values of 
freedom and democracy.

The IDU states that the forums 
create value for participants by 
building relationships, discussing 
policy challenges, sharing best 
practices for campaigning and 
governing, and supporting parties 
in emerging democracies.

The IDU forum included 
Conservative Leaders from around 
the world.  Speakers included 
former Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, current Prime 
Minister of Jamaica Andrew 
Holness, former Vice President 
of the United States Mike Pence, 
former Speaker of the House 
Newt Gingrich from the USA 
and other Conservative Leaders 
from Africa, Latin America, 
North America, UK and the 
Caribbean.

T h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e 
Opposition stated that he will 
use this opportunity to network 
and establish relationships that 
will serve the best interests of 
the United Democratic Party and 
Belize

Leader Of The Opposition Attends 
IDU Forum In Washington

Liz Truss and Hon Dr. Shyne Barrow Prime Minsiter Stephen Harper and Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow 



The GuardIanPage 4 Sunday, december 4, 2022

VaCanCY: JoB oPPorTunITY 
 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Operations Department. In the 
Port’s continued effort to promote diversity, both females/males, are encouraged to apply for the available post. 

aSSISTanT oPeraTIonS SuPerVISor 

reports to: Cargo operations Manager 
 

Summary of responsibilities:  The Assistant Operations Supervisor will report to the Cargo Operations Manager and will 
assist with the supervision of all container movement and operations personnel. He or she will be responsible for preparing 
vessel worked forms to Accounts Department for billing and statistical/Operational reports. Able to check reefer plugins, read 
and calculate charges. Learn newly implemented Octopi Terminal Operating System, training to be provided. Assist COM 
with preparing gang order for vessels and reefer cargo information.  This post is fun and challenging, come prepared for a new 
venture.  
 
Job responsibilities: 
Summary of responsibilities:  The Assistant Operations Supervisor will report to the Cargo Operations Manager (COM) 
and will assist with the supervision of all container movement and operations personnel. He or she will be responsible for 
preparing vessel worked forms to Accounts Department for billing and statistical/Operational reports. Able to check reefer 
plugins, read and calculate charges. Utilize newly implemented Octopi Terminal Operating System (TOS), inhouse training 
and opportunity for ongoing self-development to be provided.  

Assist COM with preparing gang order for vessels, berth planning, staff scheduling and reefer cargo information.   

Leadership responsibilities: 
  Attract, develop, grow and retain the best talents and fill the leadership pipeline. 
 Organize, balance and schedule workloads within the department. 
 Prioritize, delegate, and set performance objectives. 
 Follow-up on performance, provide quality feedback, and objectively appraise differentiated performance 

levels. 
 Empower and inspire staff to achieve high levels of motivation and employee engagement. 
 Ensure zero harm, improve safe working processes. 
 Provide timely reports for all accidents, incidents and disciplinary incidents. 
 Understand Customer requirements and drive the department to achieve these on a consistent basis. 
 Track and manage variable expenditure to avoid all cost waste and reduce costs to the bare minimum. 
 Continuously lean, streamline, and improve processes. 
 Leverage relevant technology to automate processes. 
 Maintain high levels of data quality for data and information and reports provided to other functions. 

duties & responsibilities:  
 Remain vigilant and immediately take action in the event any personnel, customers or visitors to the terminal 

are not wearing PPE and/or any unsafe acts are witnessed.   
 Assist with supervising of the movement of inbound and outbound of all containers and break bulk/bulk 

cargoes. 
 Assist with supervising of personnel working in the port compound, container yard and pier. 
 Assist with the input, processing and verification of correct and complete upload of vessel and cargo 

information into the TOS in preparation of vessel arrival.  Reconcile planned and executed work prior vessel 
departure. Provide relief at Gate-In and Gate-Out processes as required.  

 Develop and implement a systematic yard plan to accommodate performa cargo flows into and out of the yard; 
modify as required to meet actual vessel cargo fluctuations. 

 Plan, sequence, execute and monitor cargo discharge and load, into and out of the yard in an optimized 
manner.  

 Generate and execute work queues for yard stacker operators; discharge and load; monitor execution. 
 Assist with the preparation of gang order for vessels. 
 Assist with the preparation and daily maintenance of the staff roster; aligning anticipated operations manning 

requirements with projected vessel movements, distributing regularly (daily if required). 
 Assist with the preparation and daily maintenance and distribution of the Berth Plan. 
 Provide relief at Gate-In and Gate-Out processes as required. 
 Provide relief at Front-Desk release processes as required. 
 Check and sign delivery orders for authenticity to load direct delivery containers. 
 Assist with the supervising of the loading and unloading of containers and break-bulk vessels in 

compound/pierhead. 
 Provide reports of vessels worked to Accounts Department for billing. 
 Provide reports (work logs) of vessels worked for operations statistics. 
 Check and prepare reefer cargo information.  Check reefer plug-ins, reading and calculate charges. 
 Develop and maintain operational data and operational reporting. 
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It is perhaps one of the most 
dangerous sports in the world 
but that did not stop the Ministry 
of Transport and the Minister 
himself to sanction a drag-racing 
event, on, of all places, a busy 
highway. 

Over the weekend, on 
Sunday December 4, the Transport 
Department blocked a section 
of the Hummingbird Highway 
between miles 24 and 25 in the 
village of Middlesex to have 
drivers participate in multiple 
drag racing events. 

The event featured a number 
of races between cars, pickup 
trucks and on at least one instance 
a race between a Ministry of 
Transport enforcement vehicle 
and a pickup truck.

It was quite a spectacle to 
behold as an asset which was 
provided to the Government of 
Belize to prevent just such an 
activity was actually being used 
to enable it. 

Former Director of Health 
Services, Dr. Marvin Manzanero 
noted with great concern that he 
was detained in the area where 
the drag racing was taking place 
and even thought that it could 
have been an accident. To his 
dismay, when he inquired, it was 
actually drag racing that was 

taking place and upon making his 
queries, he was told that he was 
obstructing traffic. 

He concludes, “And there 
I drive thinking that the rude 
transport officer (male and 
female) and the “drag racers” are 
the ones obstructing the highway 
and perhaps providing a recipe 
for an accident?

Drag racing it is!
The event, actually being 

sanctioned by the Transport 
Department and the Minister, 
Rodwell Ferguson who was 
actually present, along with the 
Police Department, is really 
contrary to all road regulations. 
The vehicle which was used in 
facilitating the event is actually a 
part of an internationally funded 
road safety program that is being 
implemented to guard against 
these very types of activities. 
The project is funded by the 
Caribbean Development Bank 
and focuses on the reduction of 
speeding, drinking and driving, 
driving while distracted and 
properly using of roadways. It 
also focuses on improving road 
infrastructure and safety features 
like guard rails, signage and 
reflectors among other safety 
features.

Transport Department 
Participates In Drag 
Racing On Highway

Minister of Transport Rodwell Ferguson was present at the event

It would appear that the 
office of the Area Representative 
for the Port Loyola Division 
is taking its constituents for 
fools. Ever since Hurricane Lisa 
devastated Belize City, residents, 
in particular those from the Port 
Loyola Division have contacted 
the The Guardian Newspaper to 
say that they are being completely 
neglected by their representative, 
Gilroy Usher. 

A month has passed by and 
there has been little to no help 
forthcoming to those who were 
affected by the hurricane. What 
is worse is that those who are 
actually receiving assistance do 
not need it and turn around and 
sell the supplies that are provided 
them. But for those who actually 
need, it appears that operatives 
within the office of the area 
representative have come up with 
a deceitful manner to get rid of 
them. We have received numerous 
complaints from residents who 
say they are given receipts to 
present to hardware stores for 
them to receive a certain amount 
of building materials to get their 
lives back in order. To their dismay 
however, when they attempt to 
get the building supplies, they are 
unceremoniously sent back with 
their receipt in hand.

One brave  ind iv idua l 

decided to relate his ordeal 
with the process. To protect 
him from victimization, we will 
not give any indication as to 
his identity. He did relate to us 
that he received a receipt from 
Gilroy Usher’s office for him 
to get six hundred dollars worth 
of supplies. When he attempted 
to get the supplies however, he 
was unceremoniously sent away 
from the hardware store. The 
resident related that he had to go 
back to Usher’s officer where he 
was told that the matter would 
be addressed in a couple of days 
times. At the hardware store 
he was told that he could not 
receive any materials since no 
arrangement had been made with 
them to supplies these. 

It is definitely one of the 
most wicked ways that we have 
seen Port Loyola residents 
being treated. A document is 
provided to them complete with 
a purported signature of the 
Area Representative along with 
a stamp from his office only to 
find out that it is worth absolutely 
nothing.

This kind of treatment has 
become systematic in Port where 
those who need don’t get and 
those who don’t need are the ones 
who are getting more than their 
fair share.  

Port Loyola Voters 
Taken For Fools

Many homes in Port Loyola were heavily damaged by Hurricane Lisa and residents 
are yet to receive any assistance
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El i t e  cyc l i s t ,  Mar lon 
Castillo, lost most of his right 
hand on Monday December 5 in a 
work related accident. Sometime 
before midday, Castillo was at 
his meat shop in the Michael 
Finnegan Market in Belize City, 
grinding meat when his right 
had got caught in the grinder. 
Castillo was rushed to the KHMH 
for treatment with his hand still 
inside the meat grinder. There, 
the machine had to be dismantled 
in order to free Castillo’s hand. 
After receiving medical attention, 
the cyclist had lost most of his 
fingers with the others being 
mangled. 

It is not clear if Castillo 
will be able to participate in 

competitive cycling which is a 
great blow to the athlete who 
this year placed fourth in the 
Cross Country Cycling Classic. 
Castillo is an accomplished elite 
rider having won every single 
major race in Belize. The only 
one which has eluded him is the 
Cross Country. 

Major figures in the cycling 
scene in Belize have expressed 
their sympathies to the cyclist 
who is now recovering from his 
injuries. Most are encouraging 
him not to give up his sport 
claiming that with advances in 
prosthetics he could somehow 
be able to race competitively 
again. 

One Of Belize’s 
Best Cyclists 
Loses Hand

Marlon Castillo’s hand was caught in a meat grinder

The Guardian online at
www.guardian.bz

Justice of the Supreme 
Court, Antoinette Moore has 
issued a committal warrant for 
the arrest of Ashley Meighan who 
was found guilty of murder of 
Chryslin Gladden on Wednesday 
November 30. At the time she 
was ordered by Justice Moore to 
surrender herself to the Hattieville 
Prison on Monday December 5. 
After she failed to do so, the 
committal warrant was issued. 

Now Meighan is considered a 

fugitive and the police department 
has been tasked to detain her and 
take her to prison.

 Meighan along with her 
then boyfriend, Clemente Bol 
were found guilty of the August 
2, 2014 murder of Gladden who 
was killed at the Lord’s Ridge 
Cemetery. Her body was found 
with multiple stab wounds to the 
face and neck. She was only 16 
years old and a recent high school 
graduate. 

Committal Warrant 
Issued For Arrest of 

Female Murderer

Police say they have two 
suspects in murder of 26-year-
old Cleon Smith and 30-year-
old Kendale Ramirez. The men 
travelled from Placencia and 
Seine Bight respectively to Belize 
City where Smith attended a court 
case. Thereafter he attempted to 
visit his 3 year old son on Electric 
Avenue but was chased away. 
He was later told by the child’s 
mother to return to the house 
and as he did, he and his friend, 
Ramirez who had just come to 
Belize City to accompany Smith, 

were both shot and killed while 
inside a Kia SUV.

The men who were inside 
the heavily tinted SUV were 
ambushed with a barrage of 
gunshots being fired into the 
vehicle. They did not survive 
the attack and police as well as 
Smith’s family members believe 
that the men were set up to be 
killed.

Police say they will be 
questioning Smith’s ex and her 
current boyfriend in the hopes of 
determining who killed him. 

Man And Friend 
Killed While Trying 

To Visit Child

Cleon Smith and Kendale Ramirez

Chryslin Gladden
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TENDER 
Uniformed Security Services 2023 
Belize Electricity Limited Compounds 
  

BEL invites tenders for Uniformed Security Services for the 
period January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023 at the below 
locations:  
 

1. Corporate Headquarters located at 2½ Miles Philip Goldson 
Highway, Belize City. 

 

2. Belize City Power Station located on Magazine Road, Belize 
City. 

 

3. Ladyville Storage Facilities located next to the Phillip Goldson 
International Airport on Airport Road, Ladyville.  

 

The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and 
responsibilities of the contract, and dates are available on BEL’s 
website at www.bel.com.bz/Tender.aspx  
 

Submit bids via email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 8, 2022.  
 

A virtual pre-bid meeting is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 1, 2022.  Request access to the virtual pre-bid meeting 
by sending an email to bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz.  
 

The subject of the email to attend the virtual pre-bid meeting and 
to submit tenders should include the bid number and the name of 
the tender located on the respective bid forms. 
 

For more information or queries, send email to 
bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 

 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. 
The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted. 
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noTICe

SILVerWISe LIMITed
(“the Company”)

 notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 

Companies & Corporate Affairs Registry with 
effect from november 15th, 2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

noTICe

SKY BLue reSourCeS InC.
(“the Company”)

notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 

Companies & Corporate Affairs Registry with 
effect from november 25th, 2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

As we reported last week, 
on December 1, 2022, Belize 
joined the global community to 
commemorate World AIDS Day 
in solidarity with the families 
of those who have died and 
are living with HIV (Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus). Since 
then there has been a call for all 
Belizeans to join the fight against 
AIDS. 

This year, World AIDS 
Day was celebrated under the 
theme ‘Equalize’, focusing on 
addressing the inequalities and 
challenges that block progress 
in ending AIDS. At the end of 
2021, statistics show that 44% 
of those living with HIV were 
receiving antiretroviral therapy, 
with only 22% at the virological 
suppression level. While the 
ideal situation by the year 2020 
was a call for 90-90-90, the new 
set of ambitious targets calls for 
95% of all people living with 
HIV to know their HIV status, 
95% of those diagnosed with 
HIV infection receive sustained 
antiretroviral therapy, and 95% of 
all people receiving antiretroviral 
therapy to have viral suppression 
by 2025. 

Research has shown that 
many barriers prevent persons 
from getting an HIV test and 
seeking early care. These include 
stigma and discrimination, actual 
and perceived fear, negative 
attitudes, and rigid belief systems, 
among others.

The National HIV Program 

of the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness (MOHW) continues 
to support all the efforts and 
activities across the country from 
the district and regional teams. 
The MOHW has once again 
partnered with the National AIDS 
Commission (NAC) in celebrating 
the ministry’s campaign and 
implementing specific themes 
related to HIV and sexually 
transmitted diseases. These 
are as follows: differentiated 
testing approaches catering to 
the diverse needs of Individuals; 
awareness-raising activities 
on HIV spread; strengthening 
community engagement and 
supporting activities.

These activities started on 
November 28, 2022, and will 
continue until the third week of 
December 2022. 

D e c e m b e r  1 s t  w a s 
hallmarked as National Testing 
Day, with the point of care rapid 
testing done countrywide for 
HIV, syphilis, and Hepatitis 
B and C. These tests support 
early detection, treatment, and 
prevention of infectious diseases. 
Most infections are preventable 
with interventions such as Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP), 
condom use, behavioral change, 
proper referral to care and 
treatment, and continuous health 
monitoring.

The MOHW encourages the 
public to come out, participate and 
support its activities countrywide 
in December.

A press release from the 
National AIDS Commission on 
Friday states that Belize has made 
significant progress in its effort to 
urgently address the HIV response 
with an innovative differentiated 
service delivery which is a 
people-centered approach to HIV 
services, moving away from a 
‘one-size fits all’ methodology. 

Dr. Francis Morey, Deputy 
Director of Hospital Services 
and Allied Health in the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness has 
confirmed with The Guardian in 
an interview that prices for HIV 
medications had increased by 200 
to 300% during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. The increase in gas 
prices also had an economic 
impact “…in the delivery of 

medications brought into the 
Country.” 

Dr. Francis Morey says that 
there are various reasons why 
we have not yet defeated AIDS, 
among them being resistance 
to anti-retroviral and lack of 
adherence. Persons living with 
HIV need to be educated to get 
tested.

“It is not like the flu that 
you get tested and you have a 
resolution,” he says. 

He continued, “We have the 
medications, persons are living 
longer.” 

D r .  F r a n c i s  M o r e y 
also explained that there is a 
Government commitment to 
provide the best medications for 
those persons living with HIV.

Belize Observes World AIDS Day 2022

Belize Observes World Aids Day

T h i s  w e e k ,  A r e a 
Representative for Belize Rural 
Central proudly posed with two 
police officer at the Hattieville 
Police Station to declare that she 
was donating two fans to that 
formation. It is a pathetic attempt 
at self-promotion especially 
given the fact that the sum total 
of the donation was no more than 
one hundred and sixty dollars. 
Dolores’ feeble attempt to let 
residents of the Belize Rural 
Central Division know that she 
was doing something, flies in the 
face of the hundreds of residents 
of that constituency who suffered 
major damages as a result of 
Hurricane Lisa. These residents 

have not seen their Area Rep and 
worse have not even been looked 
at to even see if they needed 
assistance.

For Dolores to somehow 
now emerge as a ‘fan champion’ 
tells her constituents that she is 
willfully neglecting their needs 
at this, a most dire time, or 
she is oblivious to the extent 
of damage that they suffered 
as a result of the hurricane. 
Either way, this is definitely 
no way that a representative 
should be conducting herself. 
Two fans will never make up for 
the neglect that she has shown to 
her constituents! 

Two Fans For 
Belize Rural 

Central
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T h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h 
Association MHA based in Belize 
City has expressed that the recent 
very public fatal shooting of 
Francis Ramos by a policeman 
brings into focus once more the 
need for serious considerations 
of long-term solutions to deal 
with the minority of mentally ill 
patients who pose a danger to 
themselves and others. Ideally, 
reports the MHA, we need to 
think of proactive solutions 
that identify those at risk of 
becoming a danger and find 
treatment regimens to avert future 
tragedies. 

 As a consequence of the 
recent events, the MHA advocates 
for a Psychiatric Forensic Unit in 
Belize supported by a robust legal 
framework to safeguard the rights 
of individuals and the public and 
specialized training of police 
officers to work with mental 
health professionals to diffuse 
dangerous situations when they 
arise.  

“Now then you come to 
those cases where you have 
someone who is potentially a 
danger to themselves or others 
and that requires something 
far more secure. So, what we 

have proposed and what we will 
continue advocating is a small, 
what you call, Forensic Unit. 
Now obviously, the Forensic 
Unit has to have security, it 
has to have a lot in its place. 
What would that be? Well, when 
someone is exhibiting violent 
indications, ideally, we would 
want to take them off of the street 
before there is an incident,” says 
Kathy Esquivel, Secretary of the 
MHA.  

Christa Courtenay, Vice 
President of the MHA also agrees 
with the need for a Forensic 
Unit. “So, people who are 
familiar with how things work 
in other countries, there is a legal 
framework that protects the right 
of all that allows police to detain 
persons who have announced or 
who have demonstrated in some 
way that they are a danger to 
themselves or someone else.”  

Christa Courtenay continued, 
“We don’t have that law or that 
structure in Belize and so families 
are faced with family member 
who are severely mentally ill 
or maybe uncooperative in 
maintaining their medication 
regimen or whatever treatment 
may be available to them.”

Iveth Quintanilla, Belize’s 
Mental Health Coordinator agrees 
there is a need for a Forensic 
Unit, but the impetus for that will 
have to come from the judiciary 
system. The reason for this, she 
says, is because the Forensic Unit 
will have to be manned as well by 
the judiciary. 

“It’s for patients who have 
committed a crime or an offense,” 
she says. 

The good news is that there is 
already a protocol in existence for 
dealings by law enforcement with 
mental patients in crisis. Every 
year the Ministry of Health leads 
the way in training police officers 
on the various forms of mental 
disorders. Such training is done 
at the Police Training Academy 
in Belmopan. Particular attention 
is paid to the various techniques 
for the de-escalation of mental 
patients. 

Iveth Quintanilla, Belize’s 
Mental Health Coordinator, has 
sent us the Police and Mental 
Health Training manual for our 
review. The training manual 
was intended for police officers 
and mental health personnel and 
is the product of collaboration 

Mental Health Patients And The Police

(Continued on Page 11)



The GuardIanPage 10 Sunday, december 4, 2022

Music is life indeed. Music is 
Love. Music is what mostly keeps 
our “little entertainment industry” 
alive here in Belize. This line of 
thought begs the question: What 
is an industry….? Does Belize 
really have an entertainment 
industry; or do we simply have 
musical artists, DJ’s and dancers 
who respond when duty calls? 
No doubt that there’s no shortage 
of talent in Belize. We’ve seen 
some of our greats rise from grass 
to grace and become giants in 

our midst. Artists like Supa G, 
Stig Da Artist, Lloyd Augustine, 
Ernestine Carballo, Reckless 
Flores, Lord Rhaburn, Chico 
Ramos, Mohobub Flores, just to 
name a few, have enjoyed some 
degree of national stardom as a 
result of their years of hard work 
and quality of music that they 
produce for us to enjoy. But with 
all the hard work these artists put 
in; and the national attention and 
stardom they get to enjoy, are they 
organized and ready for business 

in a struggling and cutthroat 
“entertainment industry”?

The entertainment industry 
in Belize is not only struggling. 
It is a savage and backbiting 
cesspool where most of the 
players’ goal is to grab, grab, 
grab; and suck, suck, suck –till the 
smaller or weaker player meets 
his or her demise. Our home-
grown artists, aka “local artists”, 
and entertainers will continue 
to struggle and subconsciously 
maintain the apparatus that keeps 
the hamsters wheel moving if they 
don’t change their attitude and 
equip themselves with the right 
knowledge to better understand 
the business aspects of their 
craft.

As a society we put more 
credence on international artists 
than we do our own.  There’s 
a very good reason for this: 
We respect and admire these 
artists because of the quality 
of their delivery on and off the 
stage. These international artists, 
as we know them, are “set-up 

properly.” Most, or all of them 
have a manager, a publicist, 
road manager, etc. Oftentimes, 
all they need to do is focus 
on producing more hits; and 
show up for concerts. They 
are set up for success. Who 
wouldn’t give credence to such an 
organized force? It is important 
that Belizean artists ensure that 
they not only perform at a level 
that will demand the attention 
of individuals who can connect 
them with greater forces, and 
open doors to an international 
audience, but they must also be 
mindful of their attitude if they 
want equal treatment and respect 
as is given to international artists 
when they come to perform in 
Belize.

Be l izean  a r t i s t s  mus t 
understand that their “local 
status” does not give them the 
right to the support of Belizeans.  
If Belizeans are paying to go to 
an event, they expect value for 
money. Artists, promoters and 
organizers must ensure that their 
contracts are tight and that they 
deliver a good event.

The local artists must also 
use the presence of international 
artists to learn, grow and enhance 
their craft. Adverse reactions to 
the international artists’ presence 
can only hinder the advancement 
of the local artists.  If adverse 
reactions are displayed to an 
international artist it could lead 
to loss of potential collaborations.  
Local artists must act smart in 
order to create paths for their 
growth and advancement.

A few yea r s  ago ,  an 
organization called the Music 
Industry Association of Belize 
(MIAB) was formed and the 
purpose of this organization is 
to promote, develop and support 
the Belize Music Industry.  Local 
artists if they are not already doing 
it, should use this organization to 
promote themselves and their 
music. MIAB should be a place 
where artists, promoters and 
organizers could register events, 
dates, venues and times. This 
is to ensure that events do not 
overlap. Belize is too small to 
entertain multiple events in the 
same municipality, such events 
will never be successful. Artists 
must realize that they cannot 
always be in competition with 
each other.  While they are trying 
to undermine each other they 
are losing opportunities to come 
together and create a space where 
they can influence and mentor 
young, new artists.  The industry 
can only grow and Belize can only 
become internationally known if 
the artists would understand that 
they must work collectively.

Belize’s Little Entertainment Industry

Supa-G performing at at 2010 Punta Fest
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
You might discover secret 

information this week that changes your 
entire view about your current love life 
situation. It could be unearthing some 
way that your partner has been lying 
to you, but it can just as easily be the 
realization that your crush is secretly 
into you as well. Whatever it is, once 
you know it, you can’t unknow it! 
As a result, your love life mindset is 
sure to be different by the end of the 
week. In other news, you might be 
more opportunistic in love after Venus 
makes her grand entrance to your 10th 
House of Reputation. If someone 
doesn’t make you look good, you’re 
just not that interested.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Information could be revealed 

this week about finances connected to 
your partner -- keep your eyes peeled 
for potential issues. One possibility is 
that you are making more money than 
your mate but felt like you needed to 
hide this fact. Maybe you didn’t want 
the financial disparity to become an 
issue in your relationship. Whatever the 
case, you may need to address it at any 
moment. Things look a little brighter 
for singles. After Friday, there is every 
indication that you’ll meet someone 
who has countless unique experiences 
for you to more to teach you about 
diversity than you ever imagined. 
You’ll love the wise “old soul” vibe 
this person has and the chemistry will 
be absolutely delicious!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Emotions may rule you this 

week -- except, oddly, when it comes 
to matters of the heart. You might feel 
like you’re being more logical than 
ever about love. A Full Moon lands 
in your sign on Wednesday, setting 
the scene perfectly for you to wear 
your heart on your sleeve. If you’re 
in a relationship at the moment, then 
you and your lover could share a 
sentimental conversation about why 
you love each other so deeply. You’re 
capable of being absolutely clear 
about your feelings, that’s for sure. If 
single, take this week to manifest your 
intentions toward attracting a partner 
who’s both smart and emotionally 
available your way.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
Your heart space is about to 

become as sweet as can be. Venus 
will enter your partnership sector on 
Friday as she moves into the mature 
and realistic sign of Capricorn. If you 
are single, you could quickly find 
yourself attracted to someone who 
you find steady and reliable. In fact, 
this person might even help you work 
through any issues you have with 
authority in a positive, level-headed 
way. Coupled Crabs can enjoy a phase 
of added harmony in your individual 
connections with your significant 
others over the next few weeks. 
Romance relies on dependability more 

than ever -- and your partner should 
have this quality in spades.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
Being a social butterfly may 

feel like second nature this week. Let 
yourself accept any and all after-work 
meet-ups to mingle with friends and 
colleagues. The more chances you 
take, the more love you can find. Love 
planet Venus will be in your romance 
sector until Friday, so the door is still 
wide open for you to attract new love 
or strengthen current romance. Just stay 
away from any peers you know aren’t 
trustworthy, as they could attempt to 
sabotage or steal your thunder! After 
Friday, if you’re in a relationship, 
the most romantic thing in the world 
becomes what your sweetheart can do 
for you. It’s the little acts that foster 
big love.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
The energy at home can affect 

your love life in multiple different 
ways. If you’re committed to someone 
else, family matters may bring you and 
your loved one together even more 
than usual. Expect this to last through 
Friday as adoring Venus finishes her 
tour of your domestic sector. After 
Friday, however, single Virgos will 
have a glorious edge. Venus enters your 
true love sector at this time, inviting 
delightfully supportive opportunities 
for you to meet someone new, start 
dating, and even fall in love. There 
might be a considerable age difference 
between you, but don’t let that throw 
you. As long as you’re both equal 
partners in the relationship, love knows 
no bounds.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Communicating your feelings in 

love has never been easier -- but first, 
you might need to sort out exactly 
what your feelings are. A Full Moon 
in Gemini will land in your 9th house 
of Beliefs, challenging your typical 
perceptions. Luckily, Venus will still 
be in your communication sector 
until Friday, supporting you while 
you smooth over any rough edges 
in communication matters with your 
partner. Single? If you’re looking 
to change that, perhaps one of your 
relatives will offer to set you up on 
a date with someone. Be open to a 
connection with someone who’s stable, 
wise, and mature beyond their years.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Financial curveballs might be 

heading right for you! For those 
who are married or in committed 
relationships, your partner could lose a 
source of income or you may find out 
that they have mishandled joint funds. 
It could be a risky investment your 
loved one made without consulting 
you, or it might look like an indulgent 
expense they now can’t afford to pay. 
You probably won’t be pleased, but at 
least you’ll no longer be in the dark 
about it. If you’re single, pay attention 

to your surroundings. Venus moves 
into your 3rd house after Friday, filling 
your neighborhood with magical love 
potential.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Watch out for an emotional 

development that might create a bit 
of conflict. A Full Moon lands in your 
partnership sector on Wednesday 
and lines up next to Mars, currently 
retrograde. You might not be prepared 
for your partner’s emotional outburst 
-- especially since it’s likely to be about 
something you thought was already 
resolved. Think again! If you’re single, 
there might be an opportunity to meet 
someone new while Venus is still in 
your sign until Friday. Unfortunately, 
you might be emotionally dragged 
down into your past relationship 
troubles and not be able to make the 
most of any new connections. Be gentle 
with yourself.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
You might feel like a whole lot 

of nothing has been happening in your 
love life. Fortunately, that’s about to 
change! Venus has been touring your 
hidden 12th house, which might be the 
reason why matters of the heart have 
become so cloudy. Thankfully, Venus 
enters your sign on Friday to become a 
cosmic game-changer for you. If single, 
you’ll now exude gorgeous confidence 
that can definitely help you attract 
romance. If you’re in a relationship, 
Venus in Capricorn will make you 

Your Horoscope even more appealing to your lover. 
They may especially admire all of the 
ways you’re so in control. Things are 
getting sexy!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
The options you have in love might 
be maddening. Other people could 
envy you for having more than one 
choice, but the truth is, you’re over 
it! In fact, it has likely become more 
of a frustration than anything else. 
The Full Moon on Wednesday in 
your romance sector will coordinate 
with Mars Retrograde to blow up any 
delicate situations. Watch out for angry 
outbursts and the temptation to cut ties 
with everyone in your love life just to 
have some breathing room. If you’re 
in a relationship, you and your partner 
might have a massive fight about a 
child -- or whether or not to try for one.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
The romantic tide is shifting! This 

is particularly true if things have been 
quiet on the romantic and social fronts 
for you, Pisces. Venus will move into 
your friendship sector on Friday, and 
once she’s here, it’ll be a whole new 
world. Dating prospects could come 
out of the woodwork. You might be 
introduced to someone you have crazy 
chemistry with at a work function 
or social hang-out with colleagues. 
Another possibility is that a friend will 
introduce you to someone they think 
is perfect for you. Don’t hesitate to 
explore. Currently coupled? You and 
your sweetheart can take part in more 
social activities together. It’s time to get 
off the couch!

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that Shaheen Chowdhury is 
applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License for the year 2023 to 
be operated at “daly Street Grocery Shop” Cor. #5 Craig Street, Belize 
City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Weiqin Zhu/Jin Chun is applying for the renewal 
of a restuarant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Julies 
Fast Food” located at Ladyville Village.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor  License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Velavan Indian Fast Food is applying for the renewal of a Beer 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Geetha Subramanian 
Sedhu” located at #3 A Queen St.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that Theodora Ceneus is applying 
for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated 
at “Tea” #184 Pelican Street, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Jay Grabowski  is applying for the renewal of a 
restuarant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Gumbo 
Limbo Jungle resort” located at Mile 2, Mountain Pine Ridge Road, 
Georgeville, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that Brysy Bautista is applying 
for the renewal of a restaurant License for 2023-24 to be operated as 
“restaurante La Copaneca” located at #2 Lirio Street,  Belmopan, 
Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor Licence 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Bernette Smith is applying for the renewal of a Malt & Cider 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Bernette Gongora Cool 
Spot” located in Roaring Creek Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
Licence ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Llewellyn Williams is applying for the renewal of 
a Publican’s General Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate 
“Santiago Castillo Limited orange Walk Branch” located on the 
Belize Corozal Raod, Orange Walk Town, Orange Walk District.

Liquor License Notice
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noTICe oF SerVICe oF ProCeSS 
BY PuBLICaTIon

STaTe oF norTh CaroLIna 
MeCKLenBurG CounTY In The 

dISTrICT CourT

CuSTodY proceeding to Pedro antonio 
Martinez Case no. 22-CVd-17293

Take notice that a pleading seeking relief 
against you has been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief being sought is 

as follows: ChILd CuSTodY.
You are required to make defense to such 

pleading no later than 40 days, TBd and upon 
your failure to do so the party seeking service 

against you will apply to the court for the relief 
sought.

This, the 8th day of december, 2022.

Contact information:
ruth Jaimes, esq. attorney for Plaintiff

  2101 Sardis road north, Suite 205
Charlotte, nC 28227
Office (704) 966-8660
 Fax     (704) 966-8661

between the Ministry of Health 
and the Ministry of National 
Security. The training manual 
is being reviewed by recruits at 
the Police Training Academy in 
Belmopan. 

The Mental Health Training 
Manual – Belize Police Officers 
Guide-- was first launched in 
2007. The revised and enhanced 
guide reviewed by us builds 
upon excellent resources. The 
manual offers practical guidelines 
for police and mental health 
professionals when interacting 
with people with mental health 
problems as well as guidelines 
for police telephone dispatchers 
who may receive calls involving 
persons with mental health 
disorders whose behaviors are 
unmanageable. 

Police often must address 
situations involving mentally ill 
persons who may be suspects, 
persons in need of protection, or 
individuals in need of assistance. 
Accordingly, officers must be 
well-prepared to recognize 
and appropriately respond to 
indicators of mental illness. A 
brief, valid, and readily available 
mental health guideline may 
better serve the community, the 
law enforcement agency and its 
personnel, and the person with the 
mental illness. These guidelines 
will be of immense value to 
all mental health practitioners 
and law enforcement agencies 
who may be involved in the 

detention of patients with mental 
disorders.  

The role of the police is to 
protect and serve, not to treat 
mental disorders, which is the 
function of the Mental Health 
Program. The differing roles 
of both organizations need to 
be clarified to assist the police 
when they come across or are 
called upon to deal with a violent 
person in crisis who may or may 
not have a mental disorder. The 
collaboration between these 
two departments will be the key 
to minimizing injury to police 
officers, patients, and citizens 
alike, as well as ensuring that 
patients receive the psychiatric 
care they need. 

For  th is  reason,  i t  i s 
important that police officers 
know and understand their role 
in the management of people with 
mental health disorders.

In accordance with the 
Medical Service and Institutions 
Act, Chapter 39, Revised Edition 
2000, Part III, section 55, a Police 
Officer is given the power to 
remove a person found in place 
who appears to be suffering from 
a mental disorder within the 
meaning of the Mental Health 
Act and in immediate need of 
care and control. The purpose of 
detaining the person under this 
section is to enable him or her to 
be examined by a mental health 
professional. The power in this 
section is to be used concerning 
persons who have not committed 

an offense.
Restraints must be applied 

by  a  hea l th  p ro fes s iona l 
(psychiatrist, doctor, or nurse) 
and done in accordance with the 
program’s restraints policy. If 
the person refuses to cooperate 
then usually, she or he will need 
to be restrained in order for 
sedation to be given by injection. 
It is important to ensure that the 
person is properly restrained and 
sedated before the handover of 
the person is completed. 

The first Police Mental 
Health Training manual was 
endorsed by the Ministry of 
Health, but it had to go to Cabinet 
for review. The Pan American 
Health Organization has provided 
the financing to hire a consultant 
to review and update the training 
manual. 

Thus far we have focused on 
an ambit of the theoretical, but 
what happens on the ground may 
be a different story. The view of 
the MHA is as follows: It is unfair 
to blame families when there are 
inadequate resources for them 
to turn to. There is nowhere that 
can temporarily house someone 
who is becoming violent and is 
resistant to taking medication. 

The MHA had secured the 
funding several years ago for the 

building of an acute psychiatric 
unit in Belmopan. 

“An acute unit is a place 
where people who are having an 
acute psychiatric problem can 
go for two--at maximum-- three 
weeks treatment. Unfortunately, 
very often people don’t think 
mental illness is as important as 
other things, and so for instance 
during COVID, the acute unit was 
taken over as a COVID unit, now 
we know we need a COVID unit, 
but why did people think that the 
acute unit was expendable?” says 
Kathy Esquivel. 

To date, the Acute Unit in 
Belmopan is not functional says 
Iveth Quintanilla because of the 
infrastructural damages, and 
“…the Unit was repurposed for 
COVID Patients.” 

Quintanilla also believes 
that there is a need for an acute 
unit in Belize City as well. “We 
need to strengthen the services 
that we provide at the community 
level,” she says. 

The Mental Health Unit has 
been requesting from the Ministry 
of Health rooms in the hospitals 
at each region specifically for 
mental patients. But “We can’t 
admit patients along with the 
general population, because of 
the nature of the illness,” says 
Iveth Quintanilla. 

Mental Health Patients And The Police
(Continued from Page 8)

The Belize Cancer Society 
- San Ignacio Branch extends 
its sincerest appreciation to 
the San Ignacio, Santa Elena, 
Benque Viejo del Carmen, and 
surrounding communities for its 
wonderful support at its recent 
celebration of its 10th Annual 
Cancer Awareness Walk. 

A release from the Belize 
Cancer Society-San Ignacio 
Branch states: We thank you for 
purchasing t-shirts and assisting 
us in raising funds for our patients; 
most importantly we thank you 
for showing up and walking 
along with your friends, family, 
and loved ones.  

The release continues: To all 
our business donors; our water 

stops donors - Bowen & Bowen, 
Western Gas, and Belizean Queen 
Freight; to Westline Bus Services, 
Running W, the San Ignacio Police 
Department, the San Ignacio and 
Santa Elena Town Council, our 
DJ Earl Aragon, Shane Lucero 
Photos, Pastor Eduardo Lemus, 
and Shabla Events, we extend 
a huge thank you for helping us 
make our event possible.  

According to the Belize 
Cancer Society-San Ignacio 
Branch, the corporate pledges 
and business in-kind donations 
allowed them to do more for 
patients. The San Ignacio Branch 
looks forward to the continued 
collaboration and to having a 
grander walk in 2023.

Belize Cancer Society - San 
Ignacio Branch--Says Thank You

Belize Cancer Society’s 10th Annual Cancer Awareness Walk
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VACANCY                     NOTICE  

 

Operations Manager 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Operations Department. In the Port’s 
continued effort to promote diversity both males/females, able/ differently abled are encouraged to apply for the available 
post. 
 
Reports to: Chief Executive Officer 
 
Summary of Responsibilities: Lead the Operations Department to achieve the best possible level of service to our 
Customers, at the lowest possible cost, whilst ensuring zero harm. Inspire and motivate all Supervisors, Clerks and 
Operators and other Operations Staff to continuously improve safety standards and productivity, through the application of 
lean processes, complimented by the relevant application of technology. Lead change initiatives to achieve these macro-
level goals. Establish and maintain excellent working relationships with all other heads of department, collaborating within 
the leadership team to ensure the optimal holistic contribution to the continued success of the company. 
 
Job Responsibilities: 

 Attract, develop, grow and retain the best talents and fill the leadership pipeline. 
 Organize, balance and schedule workloads within the department. 
 Prioritize, delegate, and set performance objective, and develop visual management systems. 
 Follow-up on performance, provide quality feedback, and objectively appraise differentiated performance levels. 
 Empower and inspire to achieve high levels of motivation and employee engagement. 
 Ensure zero harm, improve safe working processes within the full Operational area of the facility. 
 Provide timely reports for all accidents and disciplinary incidents. 
 Understand Customer requirements and drive the department to achieve these on a consistent basis. 
 Track and manage variable expenditure to avoid all cost waste and reduce costs to the bare minimum. 
 Continuously lean, streamline, and improve processes. 
 Leverage relevant technology to automate processes. 
 Collaborate with the Technical department to ensure that the optimal quantity of equipment is available for 

deployment. 
 Work closely with the Accounting department to ensure that all services are precisely and expeditiously billed to the 

Customers. 
 Coordinate just-in-time berthing of all vessels with the Marine department. 
 Maintain high levels of data quality for Operational information and reports provided to other functions. 
 Represent the company towards Unions, Customers, Regulators and Authorities. 
 Provide inputs into budgetary processes. 
 Take ownership in ambiguous situations. 

Job Qualifications/Requirement:  
 Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration, Supply Chain Management, Port Management or other related field 

(Master’s degree would be an asset) 
 3-5 years’ exemplary leadership experience of diverse teams 
 Minimum 3-5 years’ experience in supervising or managing logistics operations or other similar fields 

 
Required Skills, Knowledge and Characteristics: To be selected applicants must possess the following important 
characteristics:  

 Emotional intelligence 
 Innovative and creative 
 Complex problem-solving 
 Critical and analytical thinking 
 High cognitive ability 
 Technology cognizance 
 Persistence, resilience, stress tolerance, flexibility and adaptability 
 Assertive and decisive 
 Visionary and inspiring 
 Coaching and mentoring 
 High integrity 
 

Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 
 

To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, 
valid police report, name and phone number of two (2) previous employers. 

email to: 
jobapplications@portofbelize.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, december 09, 2022. 


