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at www.guardian.bzThe Belize City Council is 

under scrutiny after a massive 
infrastructure contract was issued 

to a company that was once 
partially owned by a Belize City 
Councilor. The contract for 1.2 

Questions Abound Over CITCO’s 
Million Dollar Contract

million dollars was issued to a 
company, GEL Quarry Limited, 
to provide road works in Belize 
City.

But there is some discord 
over the issuing of the contract 
within the council, so much so, 
that it appears that there is an 
open battle between the City 
Administrator and the Mayor. It 
got ugly last week when reports 
reaching the Guardian indicates 
that a back and forth in a caucus 
meeting ultimately led to the 
City Administrator requesting 
personal leave.

The issue is one where a 
current councilor was once a 
director of GEL. While we have 
confirmed that the councilor no 
longer has legal ownership of 
the company, there is concern 

that with his former affiliation 
with GEL it was easier for the 
company to be considered and 
given the contract as some level 
of special consideration was 
given because of the former 
relationship.

And while GEL and CITCO 
now have a business relationship 
of over a million dollars, the 
way the finances of the council 
are being handled has given rise 
to speculation that at least two 
auditors have left the council. A 
junior auditor as well as a senior 
auditor unceremoniously left the 
council. Reports are that they 
too were none too happy with 
the council’s management of the 
finances and instead of being 
exposed to any financial fallout, 
they opted to leave.      

GEL’s received a contract to do street works for 1.2 million dollars
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In January of 2021, the 
Government of Belize sued 
Trinidad and Tobago for a 
breach to the Revised Treaty of 
Chaguaramas (RTC), a case that 
was subsequently dismissed for 
lack of evidence. Presently, the 
Caribbean Court of Justice is 
the only court with authority to 
interpret the RTC and all National 
Courts of CARICOM member 
states must refer all questions 
and issues pertaining to the RTC 
to the CCJ.

On November 24, 2022 the 
Caribbean Court of Justice and 
the C.C.J. Academy for Law, in 
collaboration with the Supreme 
Court of Belize, in an effort to 
provide a greater understanding 
of referral obligations, launched 
a two-day inaugural referral 
workshop.The workshop was 
overseen by Justice Hon. Winston 
Anderson of the CCJ who noted 
that it was the first time in the 
history of the CCJ that one state 
has sued another state, that is, in the 
case of Belize suing Trinidad and 
Tobago. He made the point that it 
is important that ordinary citizens 
are aware that they can access 
the court through proceedings 
in their domestic court. The 
domestic Courts, however, must 
refer any question relating to 
the RTC for interpretation to the 
CCJ.  The CCJ then provides the 
interpretation and then the local 
court takes that interpretation and 
resolves the dispute.

Chief Justice, Hon. Louise 
Blenman, in her remarks said “It 
is expected that at the conclusion 

Leader Of The Opposition Commends 
CCJ Outreach Efforts 

Hon. Winston Anderson, Hon. Louise Esther Blenman  Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow

of this training we will be better 
equipped to deal with matters that 
arises and require reference to the 
CCJ in circumstances where there 
are questions of the interpretation 
or application of the RTC.”

T h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e 
Opposition, Hon. Dr. Moses 
Shyne Barrow, attended the 
opening ceremonies 

at the invitation of the Chief 
Justice, Hon. Louise Blenman.  

Hon. Barrow expressed his 
appreciation for the invitation 
and applauded the efforts of 
the Chief Justice and all those 
involved in taking the necessary 
steps to strengthen the judiciary 
by way of these training sessions.  
The Leader of the Opposition 
commented that “A strong 
Judiciary is critical to protect our 
Democracy which is founded on 
the principles of rule of law and 
Justice for all.”
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A 40 year old man has 
been arrested and charged for 
murder following the killing of 
businessman, 66-year-old Owne 
Tucker.

Police had arrested Jerome 
Crawford before Tucker’s body 
was found at around 2p.m. on 
Tuesday November 29. Tucker’s 

body was found on a feeder road 
in Lemonal village. It had been 
wrapped up in a rug and had been 
set on fire. Police investigations 
have since recovered a 12 gauge 
shotgun believed to have been 
used as the murder weapon. A 
vehicle has also been impounded 
by police and tests on it has 

determined that there were blood 
stains in it. 

Tucker had been reported 
missing by family members on 
Tuesday November 22. Exactly 
one week later his body was 
found and the prime suspect is 
his employee whom police say 
had a dispute with Tucker over 

money. 
Tucker was a businessman 

intent on opening an eco-park and 
resort after purchasing the defunct 
Crockland Park in Sandhill village 
and he had intended to open his 
new business in January of next 
year. 

Businessman Killed By Employee

Owen Tucker Jerome Crawford

The killing of Chryslin 
Gladden on August 2, 2014 was 
a brutal one where her body was 
found inside the Lord Ridge 
Cemetery in Belize City on the 
early hours of that Saturday 
morning. At the time, police 
found the 16 year old teenager’s 
body with multiple stab wounds 
to the face and neck, a 10 inch 
blade was also found at the 
scene.

Following investigations, 

police were quick to lay charges 
on two persons, one of them 
was Clemente Bol and his teen 
girlfriend, at the time only 17 
year old. 

Af t e r  8  yea r s  o f  t he 
crime, Supreme Court Justice, 
Antoinette Moore has found 
both accused guilty of the crime. 
She declared her verdict on 
Wednesday, November 30, in 
Belmopan. Following the verdict, 
Bol was immediately remanded 

Young Woman Guilty Of Murder Of Female Teenager

to the Hattieville Prison while 
his now 25 year old accomplice, 
Ashley Meighan, was given until 
Monday, December 5 to hand 
herself over to the prison. 

They will await sentencing 
which is scheduled for January 
30, 2023.

At the time of the murder, 
Gladden had recently graduated 
from Wesley High School. She 
was getting ready to attend the 

University of Belize. She had told 
her mother that she was going out 
with friends on August 1, 2014. 
She never made it back home 
and her body was found at the 
Lord Ridge Cemetery in the early 
morning hours with multiple stab 
wounds. Her killing sparked a 
number of candle light vigils as 
the killing of a young promising 
student was cut short with brutal 
violence. 

Chryslin Gladden Clemente Bol
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On Friday, November 25, 
2022, The Leader of the Opposition 
and the Opposition Senators 
attended the sitting of the House 
of Representatives and The Senate 
of the Children’s Parliament  in 
the National Assembly of Belize.  
The young Parliamentarians 
were outstanding in debating 
the expansion of vocational 

education at the high school and 
tertiary levels.

T h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e 
Opposition stated that while this 
experience may propel the young 
Parliamentarians to seek to be 
elected to Parliament one day, 
he hopes that they appreciate the 
power of the vote and when they 
are able to vote, they exercise it to 

ensure the proper Representatives 
are elected to serve and advance 
our society.

Kathryn Velasquez was the 
lead Opposition Senator and won 
the honour of best debater in the 
Senate.

These young, brave future 
leaders of Belize must be 
congratulated for the stellar way 

in which they conducted the 
debate in both the Upper and 
Lower House of the National 
Assembly.   They handled 
themselves professionally and 
presented a well-researched and 
prepared debate.

Well done to all the Youth 
Parliamentarians.

Young Parliamentarians Debated

Young Parliamentarians met with members of the Opposition

The National Environmental 
Appraisal Committee (NEAC) 
has  re jected the Ashcrof t 
Alliances plan to develop the 
Port of Belize as a cruise ship 
terminal. There were concerns 
raised that the project would 
cause significant disruptions to 
the marine environment off the 
coast of Belize City and as such 
the approval for the project was 
not given by NEAC. 

If there is anything that 
Belizeans have learnt about the 

Ashcroft Alliance is that it does 
not go quietly into the good night. 
There is now the expectation 
that the developer will sue the 
Belizean Government. It is not 
clear what form the suit will 
take but it is as certain as night 
following day. With that even 
Prime Minister Johnny Briceno 
has indicated that it is Waterloo’s 
constitutional right to sue. That 
means that he is expecting a suit. 
Even as that may be the case, 
what he did not tell the Belizean 

people is that ultimately they will 
be footing the bill.

What he also did not tell 
the Belizean people is who it is 
that will spearhead the suit. It 
is common knowledge that two 
sitting ministers of Government 
are shareholders in the preferred 
lawfirm of the Alliance. As such 
it would be logical that two 

sitting ministers will be collecting 
from two ends of the debacle, 
be it being paid from public 
funds as ministers and collecting 
their share from costs of legal 
representation.

This crowd it seems never 
stops winning and as they do, 
the Belizean taxpayer is the one 
taking the financial lick.    

Prime Minister Expects 
Lawsuit Over Waterloo

Johnny Briceno
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TENDER 
Uniformed Security Services 2023 
Belize Electricity Limited Compounds 
  

BEL invites tenders for Uniformed Security Services for the 
period January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023 at the below 
locations:  
 

1. Corporate Headquarters located at 2½ Miles Philip Goldson 
Highway, Belize City. 

 

2. Belize City Power Station located on Magazine Road, Belize 
City. 

 

3. Ladyville Storage Facilities located next to the Phillip Goldson 
International Airport on Airport Road, Ladyville.  

 

The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and 
responsibilities of the contract, and dates are available on BEL’s 
website at www.bel.com.bz/Tender.aspx  
 

Submit bids via email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 8, 2022.  
 

A virtual pre-bid meeting is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 1, 2022.  Request access to the virtual pre-bid meeting 
by sending an email to bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz.  
 

The subject of the email to attend the virtual pre-bid meeting and 
to submit tenders should include the bid number and the name of 
the tender located on the respective bid forms. 
 

For more information or queries, send email to 
bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 

 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. 
The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted. 
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There will be a National 
Assembly meeting on Friday, 
December 2. During that meeting 
the Government of Belize will 
once again be asking Belizeans 
to shoulder another massive 
supplementary set of unbudgeted 
expenses. As is now the norm, 
the PUP are in the habit of taking 
unbudgeted expenses to the tune 
of millions upon millions of 
dollars for spending. This time 
around, they will tell the Belizean 
people that they need as much 
as 66 point 5 million dollars for 
the running of the country. This 
means that the entire budget 
exercise that they undertook 
in March of this year was for 
naught. This crowd is so inept 
at preparing a budget that every 
three months or so they have to go 
to the House of Representatives 
to seek permission for additional 
spending.

In this round, the will be 
allocating money to Ministries 
for unknown reasons. And while 
they do this, key Ministries like 
Human Development and Health 
will be receiving next to nothing. 
From a cursory perusal of the 
appropriation of finances, the 
Ministry of Health will be getting 
a measly 420,261 dollars. It is 
interesting that this is the only 
money being allocated despite 
the fact that the healthcare system 
is in shambles. It is so bad that 
basic supplies cannot be had at 
any of the Government operated 
health facilities. With the small 
allocation there is no expectation 
that any supplies will be procured 
for dispensing to those seeking 
medical care. 

While the Ministry of 
Health gets almost nothing, the 
Ministry of Finance and the 
Office of the Prime Minister 
will be allocated a whopping 
$12,339,467. Justification as to 
what these funds will be used for 
are unknown.   

Another Ministry that will get 
a huge chunk in the supplemental 
appropriation is the Ministry 
of Natural Resources with an 
additional $6,000,000. According 
to the Government, this money 
will be used for land acquisition 
in Lake I and payments to “Mark 
Ayuso, Nefertery  Nancy Marin 
Juan,  Marine Air et al”. Then 
there is the Ministry of Rural 
Transformation which also gets 
a whole heap of money with 
$7,311,332 being allocated to 
it. Of this apparently 6 million 
is for some assistance that has 
been given to municipal bodies. 
Strangely enough, wherever 
that money was spent is was 
definitely not being used for any 
kind of development in any city 
or town.  

Rival ing the Minis t ry 
of Finance is the Ministry of 
Infrastructure Development 
which will be getting the lion’s 
share of the disbursement. 
They will received a staggering 
$14,630,000. It is noteworthy 
that at every instance of a 
supplementary allocation, this 
Ministry has always been given 
unexplained large sums of 
money. If it were that the actual 
development were visible it 
would not be so bad but it seems 
that this is the Ministry in which 
the greatest expenditure is taking 

$66.5 
Million Dollars 

More In 
Unbudgeted 

Expenses

place with the least impact. This 
Ministry keeps announcing that 
they are doing infrastructural 
work but the ordinary citizen 
is hard pressed to find exactly 
where the money is being spent. 
More often than not it is just a 
flash in the pan endeavor that 
is undertaken with little to no 
benefits to the Belizean people. 
This time around their explanation 

is a hollow as any other. They 
claim that the money will be 
used for to pay “OECC due to 
the increase in prices eg. Fuel, 
bitumen & Steel, continuation 
of MIDH housing construction 
program and Emergency Repairs 
to infrastructure, Clean Up, and 
Supply of Materials for home 
repairs.” 

Over the weekend, Johnny 
Briceno returned to the country 
after travelling to Venezuela 
where he held meetings with 
that country’s president, Nicolas 
Maduro. It  was a meeting 
that Briceno had high hopes 
would yield great results for 
his administration but when he 
returned to the country he had 
very little to show. 

Unlike what has happened 
in other Caribbean countries 
where Petro Caribe debt has 
been significantly sliced or even 
forgiven, there was no such 
undertaking for Belize. Still, 
Briceno attempted to make the 
best of it and like the previous 
PUP administration, he returned 
with some news of promised 
assistance. According to the 
Government of Belize, while 
there may not be any Petro Caribe 
forgiveness, there was promise 
that Venezuela will be assisting 
Belize in the areas of housing 
and fertilizers in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Lisa. 

It seems like good enough 
news, but given the PUP and their 
penchant for misappropriating 
aid given by Venezuela, the 
gesture is something that bears 
watching. For those who do not 

know the PUP’s pedigree it is 
instructive to remind them of a 
40 million dollar grant which 
was given to the former PUP 
administration which was to have 
been used for housing for poor 
Belizeans. Instead of that taking 
place, the PUP took 20 million 
dollars and squandered it in 
electioneering. The remaining 20 
million dollars they took to pay a 
debt to the Ashcroft Alliance for 
a private hospital (UHS) which 
the Government had absolutely 
no benefit of. 

It was not until the UDP 
administration took office that 
the money was returned and was 
used for the purpose for which 
it had been granted. At the time 
hundreds of Belizeans were able 
to get houses of their own at 
absolutely no expense to them.

There are many Belizeans 
who are petrified at the capacity 
of the PUP to simply take these 
grant funding and squander it on 
their political cronies or worse 
yet use it to pay private debts. 

Needless to say, we will 
remain vigilant on this issue as 
any quarter that is given to the 
PUP is enough for them to abuse 
the people’s trust.     

Johnny Goes 
Begging To 
Venezuela

Johnny Briceno and President Nicolas Maduro
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On Fr iday,  December 
2, the People’s United Party 
administration will bring two loan 
motions to the National Assembly 
which will see the Government of 
Belize take on 22 million dollars 
more in debt. One of the loans is 
for 5 million U.S. dollars from 
Taiwan’s ICDF fund and the 
other loan is for 6 million dollars 
from the Caribbean Development 
Bank. 

According to House papers, 
the loans will be taken on and 
the financing will be placed 
at the Development Finance 
Corporation (DFC) to on-lend in 
the area of education. While the 
move, on its face looks like a noble 
plan, when it comes the history of 
the People’s United Party and the 
DFC it is something that needs to 
bear watching. Skeptics say that 

the maneuver is simply the PUP 
bulking up the finances of the 
lending institution in order for it 
to give loans to family members, 
friends and cronies of the PUP. 
Just recently the DFC was given 
a 20 million dollar loan from the 
Social Security Board. With this 
additional 22 million dollars it 
means that the DFC now has a 
massive infusion of capital to 
toy with. All the finances being 
burdened by the Belizean tax 
payers and workers. 

History has taught the 
Belizean people that this is the 
way the PUP operates. In their 
previous time in office between 
1998 and 2008, this is exactly 
what they did. At the time they 
took on huge loans in the name 
of the Government of Belize 
and placed it at the DFC. With 

political control of the institution, 
they then gave massive loans to 
their cronies. These loans were 
never paid back and if ever there 
was collateral placed for the 
loans, they were never enough 
to cover the loans. This created 
a situation where the DFC and 
the Government of Belize were 
left with massive loans that were 
never collected. Eventually these 
were lumped together and form 
part of the Superbond which the 
Belizean people it appears will 
never be able to pay back. 

Back in the days of the former 
PUP administration, the financial 
problems at the institution became 
so pronounced that international 
funding agencies recommended 
that the DFC be liquidated and 
that Government take the losses. 
And in the waning days of the 

PUP former administration, that 
was exactly what the PUP was in 
the process of doing. 

It  took the UDP administration 
to decide to hold off on liquidating 
the Development Corporation 
and provided working capital 
for the institution to be able to 
get back to the work that its 
name suggests. For 13 years 
the organization lived up to its 
name and with not nearly as 
much money as what the PUP 
is now infusing into the lending 
institution it was able to place 
itself on firm financial footing. 
Now the PUP is trying to return it 
to its dark days where the lending 
at the institution becomes fast and 
loose and the PUP cronies come 
to it with get-rich-quick plans and 
leave Belizean workers holding 
the financial excrement bag.

PUP Bulking Up DFC For Pillaging:
22 Million Dollar Loan Being Added
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Fishermen f rom Caye 
Caulker are becoming more and 
more concerned over proposed 
dredging activities by the owners 
of Caye Chapel that will see them 
being displaced from their fishing 
grounds. A simple letter-sized 
notice issued by Caye Chapel 
states that it would be conducting 
dredging activities “in waters 
located directly north of the Caye 
Chapel Marina… All fishermen in 
the area are asked to take note for 

relocation of traps as those using 
the waters for movement.” 

Members of the fishing 
community in Caye Caulker 
tell the Guardian that they have 
raised the concern with the 
Ministry of Fisheries but they 
have given a cold shoulder to 
their concerns; simply stating that 
there is nothing that can be done 
as the Government has given the 
go-ahead for the dredging to take 
place. 

Dredging at 
Caye Chapel 

Displaces 
Fishermen

It is a matter of serious 
concern for the Caye Caulker 
fisher folk and they say that this 
is one of their largest lobster 
fishing ground. One fisher told us, 
“where will we put our traps.” The 
impact of this dredging activity at 
the height of the lobster season 
smacks of insensitivity. And it 
is compounded by the fact that 
fisher folks are not being given 

any assistance following massive 
losses they suffered as a result of 
hurricane Lisa where their camps 
were destroyed and most of their 
lobster traps were lost. 

Outside of the displacing 
of the fisherfolks, there is also 
a concern of the effect that the 
dredging will have on the nearby 
reef. 

Caye Chapel

Founded in 1935, the Belize 
National Library Service and 
Information System BNLSIS 
now has 49 service points—with 
intentions to expand even further. 
BNLSIS is building libraries as 
vibrant places and a repository 
of knowledge for sharing with 
everyone. 

In the Cayo District, BNLSIS 
sustains four branch libraries: The 
Benque Viejo, San Ignacio, Santa 
Elena, and Belmopan Libraries. 
Belmopan is blessed with the 
National Heritage Library, which 
has a large collection of Belizean 
books. 

In addition to the branch 
libraries, BNLSIS supports 
community libraries in San Jose 
Succotz (opening 29 hours per 
week), Las Flores, and soon in 
San Antonio, Cayo. 

BNLSIS has been trying 
to open a community library 
in Bullet Tree Falls but the 

community has been unable to 
identify a permanent space for at 
least 99 years. BNLSIS had met 
with Bullet Tree Falls community 
leaders on the matter in 2019, but 
that dialogue has not continued. 

“ We  d o  i t  f o r  t h e 
underprivileged children,” says 
Lusiolla Castillo, Chief Librarian 
Officer, who recently visited the 
Cayo District to pave the way for 
the extension of services. 

As part of that effort, BNLSIS 
sustains ‘traveling boxes’ of 
books, which are deposited at the 
homes of community-oriented 
persons. 

However, the current focus 
of BNLSIS is to expand its digital 
presence via EBSCO. With a 
unique username and password, 
students from primary, secondary, 
and tertiary levels can access a 
wide array of books, magazines, 
and other materials in an online 
format.

Expanding Library 
Services In Belize

The Santa Elena Library in the Cayo District was built with funds from the 
Baron Bliss Trust with structural maintenance from the Social Investment Fund
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Any simmering frustration you 

feel this week is likely due to the 
realization that you’ve been betraying 
yourself in some way regarding your 
love life. It may seem harmless to lie to 
yourself and believe that your sweetheart 
is perfect, but that’s a guaranteed setup 
for eventual disappointment. If you’re 
in that situation, this is the week your 
bubble is likely to burst. Currently 
uncoupled? You could be dealing with 
a chronic negative mindset about love, 
thinking that no one can be trusted and 
love will never prevail. Don’t manifest 
that negativity -- instead, try to change 
your perspective in healthy ways.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Money and love make for 

an unpleasantly volatile mix at the 
moment, regardless of your relationship 
status. Partnered up already? You might 
feel unable to find a middle ground 
regarding finances or your sex life. 
Arguments about money might have 
been building -- it looks like your 
partner is the one unhappy with the way 
you are handling your resources, which 
would be unusual for your budget-
minded sign. Upon deeper examination, 
you might find out that they’re merely 
projecting their own mistakes onto you. 
Until this week, you just didn’t know 
about them! Single Taureans are likely 
more concerned about making ends 
meet than romance.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You’re just not having it this 

week! In fact, you might be so cranky 
that you push away your loved ones 
because you simply don’t know how 
to handle your frustration. While it’s 
true that a significant other might be the 
cause of your upset, that doesn’t have to 
be the case. Don’t forget the possibility 
that your partner is genuinely trying to 
make things right between you, even 
if you’re dead set on holding a grudge. 
Do you really want that? If you’re 
single, you might be so busy finding 
everything wrong with someone that 
you’re not able to see if anything is 
actually right.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
You are only as sick as the secrets 

you keep. This week, however, it looks 
like you’re going to feel nauseated over 
the fact that someone may find out 
something about your love life which 
you’d prefer to keep private. Some 
matters are no one’s business -- you’re 
right to feel unsettled if your privacy is 
invaded! Romantic issues could impact 
your career as well. It’s possible that 
someone you work with is gossiping 
about you and possibly even spreading 
rumors about your love life. You might 
not understand their motivation, but 
regardless, you’re valid to feel quite 
violated. Try to address any issues 
sooner rather than later.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
Your love interest could be hiding 

something from you -- and you can’t 
ignore it any longer. Before confronting 
them, you might complain about it to 
a friend when Mercury opposes Mars 
in your friendship sector on Tuesday. 
By the time Venus in your romance 
sector squares nebulous Neptune on 
Sunday, you likely won’t be able to 
stay blind to whatever this is about. If 
something isn’t right in your love life, 
it’ll be obvious that you have to face 
the music. Don’t get yourself into a 
situation where you lose yourself just 
to hold onto love! That’s not what love 
is, and you know it.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Unless you’re ready to hear the 

blunt truth, this isn’t a great time to 
ask a family member for advice about 
your love life. Amorous Venus is in 
your domestic 4th house and squares 
confuddled Neptune on Sunday. It 
seems like the only person who can see 
beyond the rose-colored glasses in your 
love life is this relative. You might even 
get into an argument with someone 
in your clan about your relationship, 
because you just don’t want to confront 
the possibility of lies or deception in 
your love connection. Of course, the 
problem might not be that bad -- but 
you won’t know unless you’re willing 
to open your eyes.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You might be totally clueless 

about someone at work having a major 

crush on you. In fact, it looks like 
everyone else got the memo except 
for you. Unfortunately, this isn’t likely 
to transform into the grand romantic 
fairytale that it otherwise could have 
been. Quite the opposite! Another co-
worker or professional connection may 
use their knowledge about your admirer 
to start a rumor that has a detrimental 
effect on your work situation. If this 
happens, the saboteur might be jealous 
-- either of you or the person who has 
a crush on you. Try to stay above the 
drama and keep your head down this 
week.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
You might not realize the price 

you’re paying for love -- literally. 
Whether or not you’ve recently started 
to date someone, think about the 
amount of money you’re spending to 
impress someone. This might be in the 
form of extravagant gifts or generous 
date nights where you foot the bill. 
Or, in some cases, you may end up 
giving money to your sweetheart to 
help alleviate their financial burdens. 
Whatever the details, and even if this 
is a fully established relationship, it can 
still take a toll on your budget. It’s time 
to address it. Single? Avoid paying an 
expensive matchmaker, because it’s 
probably a scam.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Issues may pile on top of issues 

regarding your love situation right now, 
whether you’re coupled or not. In fact, 
whatever problems you and a current or 
prospective partner are having are sure 
to come to a head this week. Mercury 
opposes Mars, still moving retrograde 
in your relationship sector, on Tuesday, 
and then Venus kicks Mars while it’s 
down on Thursday. This combination 
of angry cosmic connections is sure to 
bring out the worst in you and anyone 
you’re romantically involved with. 
Compromising might seem impossible 
when you’re both standing your ground 
with so much ferocity. Things could 
reach a breaking point at any moment 
-- and sometimes, you have to let that 
happen.

Your Horoscope Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Your attraction for someone you 

shouldn’t be with could be about to 
reach a dangerous tipping point. Venus 
is in your hidden 12th house right 
now, predisposing you to clandestine 
behavior in matters of the heart. 
Unfortunately, keeping things under 
the covers might go from exciting to 
messy very quickly. Venus will oppose 
Mars, still retrograde, on Thursday and 
then pick a fight with murky Neptune 
on Sunday. It might become a situation 
where, now that you can have the 
forbidden fruit, you realize you don’t 
want it after all. Or, if you do still 
want this person, it’s going to cost you 
way more than you think it will. Ask 
yourself if it’s really worth it.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Your friends might be no help at all 
this week when it comes to romantic 
advice, even if you ask them simple 
questions. This is particularly true if 
you’ve got so many options in love that 
you’re spoiled for choice! You’re all 
too likely to feel completely uncertain 
about which path to take or connection 
to explore, and no matter how much 
you contemplate it, you can’t quite 
figure things out. Talking to a pal 
is unlikely to help. In fact, it might 
make you quite upset -- because your 
friend’s advice probably isn’t going to 
be about you at all. They could easily 
be projecting their own romantic issues. 
What a mess!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Spending any energy on your 

love life at this time may feel practically 
impossible. Your professional situation 
is likely causing this lack -- you could 
get passed up for a promotion that you 
know you deserved. Perhaps your boss 
will decline your request for a raise. 
Whatever the case may be, you might 
think to look to your partner or a love 
interest for support and comfort to ease 
the blow. Unfortunately, it doesn’t look 
like they’ll be emotionally available to 
help. Sometimes we all get so caught 
up in our own world, we have nothing 
to give anywhere else. It looks like that 
kind of week for you in matters of the 
heart. Hang in there!

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that PinPing Xu is applying for the renewal of a restaurant Liquor 
License for the year 2023 to operate “e&T Fast Food” located at Lord’s 
Bank Village, Belize District

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that  abdul Quddus/Md nazmul 
hoque is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License for the year 
2023 to be operated at “hoque Store” located at #44 Mahogany Street, 
Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that Shahee Chowdhury/helal 
Miah are applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License for the year 
2023 to be operated at “dollar Grocery Shop 1”  located at #2 Water  
Lane, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that Shahee Chowdhury is 
applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License for the year 2023 to 
be operated at “daly Street Grocery Shop” Cor. #5 Daly Street, Belize 
City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Maria Milagro Quintero is applying for the renewal of a Publican 
Special Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “La Cocada” located 
at 28 Miles Swasey Village, Stann Creek District

Liquor License Notice
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Each year, on 1 December, 
the world commemorates World 
AIDS Day. People around the 
world unite to show support for 
people living with HIV and to 
remember those who have died 
from AIDS-related illnesses.

Founded in 1988, World 
AIDS Day was the first-ever 
international day for global 
health. Every year, United 
Nations agencies, governments, 
and civil society join together to 
campaign around specific themes 
related to HIV.

World AIDS Day remains 
as relevant today as it’s always 
been, reminding people and 
governments that HIV has not 
gone away. The theme for this 
year is Equalize. 

Acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) is caused by 
the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV), a member of the 
lentivirus family of retroviruses. 

AIDS is a disease state 
caused by infection with the 
human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV), leading to a progressive 
deterioration of the immune 
system and characterized by the 
development of a large number of 
opportunistic infections.

 The presence of other 
sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs), such as gonorrhea, 
syphilis, chlamydia, genital 
herpes, or human papillomavirus, 
dramatically increases the risk 
of acquiring an HIV infection 
through sexual contact. 

Although HIV can infect 
virtually all cells of the body, it 
has a strong affinity for cells of 
the immune system. The virus 
uses a cell surface receptor called 
CD4 to bind to the membrane of 
a cell. The CD4 receptor is found 
on many cells in the body but is 
in relatively high concentrations 

on the surface of a class of T 
lymphocytes called T4 or CD4 
cells. The virus uses a coreceptor 
called CXCKR4, also found on 
the membrane, that promotes the 
fusion of the membrane of the 
virus particle with the membrane 
of the cell, thereby allowing entry 
of the virus.

 While the body constantly 
makes new T4 cells, HIV has 
a very small edge in the rate at 
which these T4 cells are infected 
and destroyed. Thus, there is a 
slow but progressive decrease in 
T4 lymphocytes in the body and 
a loss of immune function. This 
process may take ten or more 
years.

 The third phase of HIV 
infection is the development of 
AIDS. This usually occurs when 
the T4 count drops below 200 per 
cubic millimeter. Opportunistic 
infections and cancers become 
common, and patients may have 
several infections simultaneously. 
Many of these diseases are rare in 
healthy individuals. The most 
common is Pneumocystis jiroveci 
pneumonia, a form caused by a 
fungus that is virtually unseen 
in individuals with a normal 
immune system. Indeed, the 
fungus is present in a majority 
of the population yet rarely 
causes pneumonia unless the 
immune system is compromised 
or suppressed. 

Leading Belize’s response 
to HIV and AIDS is the National 
AIDS Commission NAC, along 
with 17 other commissioners. 
Both the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness and the Belize Family 
Life  Association are important 
partners. NAC functions directly 
under the Prime Minister ’s 
Office.  

With the support of the 
Global Fund, the Pan American 

Health Organization PAHO, The 
Joint United Nations Program on 
HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS), and 
the Ministry of Health and Civil 
Society, the grouping has been 
able to come up with a National 
Strategic Plan 2021 to 2025. 
The plan focuses on sexually 
transmitted diseases and viral 
hepatitis. 

“We want to understand the 
risky sexual behavior that persons 
are engaged in,” says Enrique 
Romero, coordinator of NAC.  

The current data is showing 
that there is a high number of 
HIV infections per year and 
teenage pregnancies. Close to 
a decade, the Belize District 
comes in first with the rate of HIV 
infections, followed by the Stann 
Creek District and then by the 
Cayo District. Enrique Romero 
estimates that there are now 3,500 
to 3,600 persons in Belize living 
with HIV. 

Funding to implement 
activities by NAC comes from the 
Global Fund. It is understood that 
the Government of Belize will 
provide counterpart funding. 

 Since the outbreak of 
COVID-19, NAC has been 
challenged by the Globally 
affected supply chain disruptions, 
limiting its ability to bring into 
the Country medications and 
supplies. This occurred in 2022 
during the first Global Fund 
cycle. The freight and shipping 
fees are exorbitant, costing five to 
ten times the value of the items. 

 
Enrique Romero advises 

those with HIV to maintain 
viral load suppression through 
taking their medications, proper 
nutrition, and exercise. If taken 
as prescribed, HIV medicine 
reduces the amount of HIV in the 
body (viral load) to a very low 

level, which keeps the immune 
system working and prevents 
illness. 

One of the biggest factors 
limiting Belize’s response to 
HIV and AIDS is stigma and 
discrimination.

“If we do not address stigma 
and discrimination through 
legislative reform, we will never 
be able to make a significant 
impact in the response,” says 
Enrique Romero. 

 In Cabinet’s message for 16 
Days of Activism against Gender-
Based Violence launched on 
Friday, Kevin Bernard, Minister 
of Health and Wellness stated 
that gender-based violence 
“…has a profound impact on 
health, it can contribute to HIV 
prevalence…” 

According to the World 
Health Organization since the 
beginning of the epidemic, 84.2 
million [64.0–113.0 million] 
people have been infected with 
HIV and about 40.1 million 
[33.6–48.6 million] people have 
died of HIV.

Globally,  38.4 million 
[33.9–43.8 million] people were 
living with HIV at the end of 
2021. An estimated 0.7% [0.6-
0.8%] of adults aged 15–49 
years worldwide are living with 
HIV, although the burden of 
the epidemic continues to vary 
considerably between countries 
and regions.

The African Region remains 
most severely affected, with 
nearly 1 in every 25 adults (3.4%)
living with HIV and accounting 
for more than two-thirds of 
the people living with HIV 
worldwide.

Science is yet to defeat 
AIDS. In the meantime, Belize’s 
response to HIV and AIDS 
will require a multi-sectoral 
approach. 

Belize’s Response to AIDS

The United Nations Secretariat Building is lit with the Red AIDS ribbon, 
demonstrating the Organization’s commitment to the battle against HIV/AIDS


