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In May of 2021, the PUP 
adminis t ra t ion  summari ly 

revoked a 25-year lease of the 
Commerce Bight that had been 

Minister’s Cousin Sinks 
Tentacles Into Commerce Bight

granted to Recological Systems 
Limited (RSL).  The move 
seemed odd at the time since it 
was Rodwell Ferguson who is 
one of only two representatives 
of the Stann Creek District who 
brought the motion. Now what 
was even more curious was 
that Eugene Zabaneh, in who’s 
constituency the Commerce 
Bight Port is located, did not 
have anything to say about the 
revocation. RSL had plans to 
develop the port and it would 
have meant employment for 
Dangriga residents, yet Zabaneh 
was silent.

Now news surfacing is that 
a project called Southern Deep 
Port Development is very much 
in the picture to be granted access 
to Commerce Bight. What is 
concerning is that the development 
is being led by a cousin of the 
Dangriga representative.

There is now speculation 
that the haste with which the 

RSL lease was cancelled was to 
allow for yet another PUP crony 
to get its tentacles into one of the 
country’s only remaining port 
which is wholly owned by the 
Government.

As has been expounded by 
7 News, the project is led by 
Basilio Zabaneh who is Eugene 
Zabaneh’s cousin. The intention 
is to develop the Commerce 
Bight into a cruise terminal 
and while there is concern that 
Norwegian Cruise Lines may 
have a monopoly on cruise 
arrivals in the southern part of 
the country. This may well run 
the PUP administration into legal 
entanglements very much as they 
have been involved in the past. 
Belizeans still recall the double 
exclusive contracts which the 
‘98-2008 PUP administration 
ventured into with competing 
cruise lines forcing GOB to 
pay millions of dollars in legal 
battles. 

Louis Zabaneh

On Thursday November 
17, Oceana Vice President, 
Jannelle Chanona called a press 
conference in which she stated 
that “we have confirmed that the 
government of Belize is looking 
to begin seismic testing and as 
we have maintained our work in 
Belize, the only reason to conduct 
seismic testing is to proceed to 
offshore oil exploration.” The 
announcement by Chanona was 

met with an almost immediate 
reaction by the Government 
through a press release in which 
it stated that the Government had 
not entered into any arrangements 
to do seismic testing. It went on 
to say that the Prime Minister 
simply expressed to Chanona that 
there was a need to understand 
the extent of resources available 
offshore in order to leverage them 
economically.

Still the understanding is 
that this would mean seismic 
testing and during Oceana’s 
press conference it announced 
that it would immediately start a 
petition to ensure that Belizeans 
are fully engaged if ever there 
were considerations for offshore 
oil exploration. 

The process got the Prime 
Minister, Johnny Briceno, so 
wound up that he lashed against 

Chanona in a most ungentle-man 
manner. In an interview with 
7-News on Garifuna Settlement 
day, Briceno stated that, “I find 
it disgusting that she would say 
such things. I thought she was a 
more honourable person that we 

Prime Minister Insults Oceana Vice President

(Continued on Page 8)
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Belize Electricity Limited (BEL) invites separate tenders from prequalified providers for the following services, at 
the locations listed below for the period January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2025. 
 
 

 

1. Ladyville Storage Facilities on Airport Road  
2. West Lake Generating Facility at Mile 8 George Price Highway 
3. Belmopan Office on Toucan Avenue  
4. Belmopan Power Plant on Power Lane  
5. San Ignacio Office on Buena Vista Street  
6. San Ignacio Storage Compound on Benque Viejo Road 
7. Dangriga Office on George Price Drive 
8. Independence Office & Lineman Facility on Savannah Road  

9. Punta Gorda Office on Far West Street 
10. BEL Storage Compound at Eldridge Village  
11. Corozal Office & Lineman Facility on Santa Rita Hill 
12. BEL Warehouse Lot at Sarteneja Village 
13. Orange Walk Office & Storage on Yo Creek Road 
14. Caye Caulker Plant Office on Calle al Sol/Avenida Mangle 
15. San Pedro Office on Pescador Drive 

Virtual pre-bid meeting at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 
 

 
 
 

1. Corporate Headquarters at 2 ½ Miles Philip Goldson Highway 
2. Belize City Offices on Magazine Road 

Virtual pre-bid meeting at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 

 
 

1. Corporate Headquarters at 2½ Miles Philip Goldson Highway 
2. Belize City Office on Magazine Road 
3. Ladyville Storage Facilities on Airport Road  
4. Belmopan Office on Toucan Avenue  
5. San Ignacio Office on Buena Vista Street  
6. Dangriga Office on George Price Drive 
7. Independence Office on Savanah Road 
8. Punta Gorda Office on Far West Street 
9. Orange Walk Office on Yo Creek Road 
10. Corozal Office on Santa Rita Hill 
11. Caye Caulker Plant Office on Calle Al Sol/Avenida Mangle 
12. San Pedro Plant Office on Pescador Drive  
13. West Lake Gas Turbine on George Price Highway 
14. Belize City Substation on Magazine Road 
15. Ladyville Switchyard on Airport Road 
16. West Lake Substation on George Price Highway 
17. Democracia Substation on George Price Highway  

18. Camalote Switchyard at Camalote Village 
19. Dangriga Substation at 6 Miles Hummingbird Highway 
20. San Ignacio Substation on Benque Viejo Road 
21. Maskall Substation on Old-Northern Highway 
22. Buena Vista Substation at 69 Miles Philip Goldson Highway 
23. Orange Walk Substation on Yo Creek Road 
24. Corozal Substation on Santa Rita Hill 
25. San Pedro Substation on Pescador Drive 
26. Independence Substation on Savannah Road 
27. Independence Switching Station at Southern Highway/Savannah 

Road Junction  
28. Belize Aquaculture Limited Substation on Placencia Road 
29. Punta Gorda Substation on San Antonio Road 
30. Belcogen Substation at BSI Tower Hill 
31. Belmopan Substation on Power Lane 
32. Santander Substation at Valley of Peace Village 
33. Chan Chen Substation at Ten Pound Caye 

Virtual pre-bid meeting at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 
 

 

 

1. Corporate Headquarters at 2½ Miles Philip Goldson Highway 
2. Belize City Offices on Magazine Road 
3. Ladyville Facilities on Airport Road 
4. West Lake Facilities at 8 Miles George Price Highway 
5. Belmopan Office on Toucan Avenue 
6. Belmopan Power Plant on Power Lane  
7. San Ignacio Office on Buena Vista Street 
8. Dangriga Office on George Price Drive 

9. Independence Office & Lineman Facility on Savanah Road 
10. Punta Gorda Office on Far West Street 
11. Corozal Office & Lineman Facility on Santa Rita Hill 
12. Orange Walk Office at 21 Miles San Antonio Road 
13. Orange Walk Lineman Facility on Yo Creek Road 
14. San Pedro Office on Pescador Drive 
15. Caye Caulker Plant Office on Calle al Sol/Avenida Mangle 
 

Virtual pre-bid meeting at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 
 

The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and responsibilities of the contract, and dates for the virtual pre-bid 
meeting are available on BEL’s website at www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx. 

Submit bids via email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, November 25, 2022. 

Request access to the virtual pre-bid meeting by sending an email to bidbox@bel.com.bz. The subject of the email to attend 
virtual pre-bid meetings and to submit Tenders should include the bid number and the name of the Tender located on the 
respective Bid forms. 

For more information or queries, send email to  

bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 
Cost incurred for visiting the facilities to be maintained and preparation of the tender document are the responsibilities of the bidder.  The lowest tender will not necessarily be accepted. BEL also reserves the right not to accept any tender. 
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Police have arrested and 
charged a man for pulling a gun 
on police officers. A police officer 
has also been charged for losing 
a firearm by neglect.

The two charges stem from 
an incident which occurred on 
Monday, November 21. At about 
9:45 a.m. on that day, police 
intercepted a bus at the Lords 
Bank junction where a man was 
seen running towards the back 
door of the bus. Police set chase 
after the man who pulled a gun 
towards the pursuing officers. As 
a result, a warning shot was fired 
after which, the man was detained 
and a 9 millimeter pistol along 
with its magazine with 7 live 
rounds was recovered.

Police have since charged 
26-year-old Joel Benito Choco, 
a construction worker of Lord’s 
Bank Village for the offenses of 
keeping a firearm without a gun 
license, keeping ammunition 
without a gun license and handling 
stolen goods. 

Following the incident, police 
determined that the firearm which 
Choco pulled on the officers was 
actually a police issued firearm. 
As a result, an investigation 
was conducted in which it was 
determined that the gun had been 
issued to 43-year-old Marcus 
Locario. He told officers that 
on Saturday, November 12 he 
had gone to MJ’s Night Club to 
perform special duty with a 9mm 

pistol and magazine assigned to 
the Prosecution Branch. 

He further stated that at about 
4:00a.m. on Sunday, November 
13,  after coming off duty at the 
night club he took a ride on a 
motorcycle with a co-worker 
to a room at the Prosecution 
Branch Office. Whilst there, 
Locario stated that he sat in a 
chair and fell asleep. Some 40 
minutes later he was awaken by 
a corporal who inquired if he 
would catch a bus to go home 
and also asked that he hand over 
the police issued firearm which 
he was unable to find. Locario 

claims that he was not sure if he 
arrived at Prosecution Office with 
the firearm or not. 

 As a result of the incident, 
on Friday, 18 November, PC 842 
Marcus Locario appeared before 
a Disciplinary Tribunal to answer 
to a single charge of, “Lost By 
Neglect.” Following the tribunal, 
which concluded on Tuesday, 22 
November, Locario was fined 
$200.00 for the charge and was 
surcharged $3,195 and $17 as the 
value of 14 rounds of ammunition 
that were also lost. He is to pay a 
total of $3,212.00.

Stolen Policeman’s Gun 
Pulled On Police Officers

Joel Benito Choco

Marcus Locario

Police are yet to make any 
arrest in the killing of three men 
which took place in Sandhill 
Village on Thursday November 
17.

Sometime around 10:30 
on that night, residents in the 

village reported hearing gunshots 
in the area near mile 19 on the 
Philip Goldson Highway. When 
residents made checks at a house 
from where the shots were heard, 
they found the body of three men. 
They had received gunshots to 

No Arrests In Sandhill Triple Murder

the head. 
The men included 43-year-

old Emerson Garcia, 20-year-old 
Jareem Davis, and 19-year-old 
Charleston Jenkins. Police say 
the house which was occupied 
by Garcia was known as a spot 

used for selling marijuana. They 
suspect that this activity may have 
lead to the killing. Because there 
were no signs of forced entry at 
the house, police believe that the 
killer or killers were known to 
the victims. 

Charleston Jenkins Jareem Davis Emmerson Garcia
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The Leader of the Opposition, 
Hon. Dr. Moses Shyne Barrow 
and UDP Party Chairman, Hon. 
Michael Peyrefitte met with 
the Mayor of Inglewood, His 
Worship James Butts.

During the meeting the 
Mayor of Inglewood, which is 
the home to the largest population 
of Belizeans in the U.S. Diaspora, 
agreed to enter into a Sister City 
Relationship with the twin towns 
of San Ignacio/Santa Elena in the 
Cayo District.

Through this relationship 
His Worship Mayor Earl Trapp of 
the Twin towns and Mayor Butts 
will be able to foster a mutually 

beneficial partnership in the areas 
of trade, commerce, culture, 
education and citizen security.

These sister city relationships 
also allow for the cities to 
exchange information and ideas 
in order to develop friendships, 
deepen cultural understanding 
and strengthen Democracy and 
Freedom.

The Leader of the Opposition 
states that it is his hope that more 
of these types of relationships can 
be fostered to create educational, 
cultural and trade opportunities for 
the residents of the participating 
cities.

Leader Of The Opposition 
Meets With 

Mayor of Inglewood

Hon. Michael Peyrefitte, Mayor James Butts and Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow

Police have arrested a 28-
year-old year man, Raheem 
O’Neal Vernon following the 
murder of  Police Woman, 
Lorray Arzu, who was shot in 
Dangriga.

On Monday, November 21, 
2022, Police formally arrested 

and charged Vernon, a Belizean 
Laborer, of Gales Point Manatee 
Village for the crime of Murder.

Arzu was shot on October 
12 in Dangriga whilst inside a 
pickup truck in the company of 
Lionel Rowland оn Віѕhор Маrtіn 
Ѕtrееt. She died 4 days later, on 
October 16, whist undergoing 
treatment.

Police Make Arrest In 
Murder Of 

Police Woman

Raheem O’Neal Vernon

Lorray Arzu

Representatives of the 
People’s United Party have no 
shame when it comes to taking 
credit for projects that they had 
absolutely nothing to do with. 
The most recent example of 
blatant shamelessness was the 
opening of the Caye Caulker 
Clinic which was inaugurated on 
Monday November 21.

The Minister of Health, 
Kevin Bernard along with Area 
Representative, Andre Perez were 
besides themselves when they 
took scissors and cut the ribbon 
to the new clinic on the island 

of Caye Caulker. They gloated 
about the project and waxed that 
it was somehow part of their 
work to improve healthcare in the 
country of Belize. What they did 
not say was that the project had 
its origins in November of 2019 
under the United Democratic 
Party. At the time the project 
took off with a consultancy for 
the design of a new building 
to house the clinic. While the 
project was well underway, the 
Covid-19 pandemic put a halt 
to the execution and it did not 

PUP Shamelessly 
Taking Credit For 

UDP Projects

(Continued on Page 8)



The GuardIanPage 6 Sunday, november 27, 2022

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Xuehong Tan is applying for the renewal of a Shop 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “CT Mart” located at 
#75 West Lake U/F 8mls. George Price Highway.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Weiqin Zhu is applying for the renewal of a 
restuarant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Julies 
Fast Food” located at Ladyville Village.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Qijin Cao is applying for the renewal of a Shop 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “John’s Supermart” 
located at Ladyville Village.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Wenbiao Zhong is applying for the renewal 
of a restaurant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “98 
restaurant” located at #13 miles Phillip Goldson Highway.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Miao Fang Liu is applying for the renewal of a 
Shop Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Lord’s Bank 
Supermarket” located at #26 Lord’s Bank.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that ruigui he is applying for the renewal of a Shop 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Vin Li Shop” located 
at #95 Pigeon St, Ladyville.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Kuo hsiung Liao is applying for the renewal of 
a Malt & Cider Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “West 
Lake Park Motel” located at # 8 miles.George Price Highway

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Zijia Li is applying for the renewal of a Shop Liquor License 
for the year 2023 to operate “new Moon Supermarket” located at 
10 miles Ladyville.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Jiamin Chen applying for the renewal of a 
Convenience Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “24/7 Gas 
Station” located at 10 Miles Ladyville.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Guang Zhi Chen is applying for the renewal of 
a restaurant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Fine 
dining” located at 10 miles Ladyville.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that elisa Cawish/ aviana Ferguson/Vijay Ferguson 
is applying for the renewal of a Publican Special Liquor License for 
the year 2023 to operate “Front Page Lounge” located at #77 West 
Lake Western Paradise Village.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor  
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that nancy hines Bailey is applying for the renewal of 
a restaurant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Manatee 
Lodge” located at Gales point Manatee Village

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that Zen Si Che  is applying for the renewal of a Publican 
Special Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “andrew Che 
restaurant” located at Burrell Boom.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Yan Fen Zhang is applying for the renewal of a 
Shop Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Jacky’s 8 mile 
Fast Food & Supermarket” Western Paradise, George Price Hwy.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Justin ernesto Vasquez is applying for the renewal of a Publican 
and Special Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “alpha 
den” located at #200 West Lake 8mls. Western Highway.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor  License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Velavan Indian Fast Food is applying for the renewal of a Beer 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Geetha Subramanian 
Sed” located at #3 A Queen St.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor  
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Fengping Wu is applying for the renewal of a 
Shop Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “Southside Shop” 
located at #40 Faber’s. Road.

 notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Merlyn aleyda Moreira is applying for the 
renewal of a night Club Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate 
“Bayview oasis restaurant & Bar” located at  41/2 Miles Phillip 
Goldson Highway.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that oZMIn aKeeM/ShaMeK herrera/
MaLena aZuCena CaSTro is applying for the renewal of 
a restaurant Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “The 
GroTTo restaurant” located at #185 Maskall Village.

Liquor License Notice

A man identified as Francis 
Ramos was shot and killed in 
mid-morning on Wednesday, 
November 23, in downtown 
Belize City on one of the path 
walks of the Swing Bridge. 
Videos circulating on social 
media show a standoff between 
police officers and Ramos. There 
were numerous warning shots 
fired at Ramos’ feet but he kept 
advancing at one of the officers 
who shot Ramos in one of his 
legs. Still Ramos continued to 
advance at the officer stabbing at 
him. It was then that fatal shots 
were fired at the aggressor with 
him being killed on the spot.

The entire episode has stirred 

a whirl of controversy with many 
defending the police’s actions 
claiming it was outright self 
defense. Still there are those that 
claim that there could have been 
a non lethal manner in which 
Ramos could have been disarmed 
and subdued. 

No matter which side of the 
argument persons are, Ramos 
is dead and his killing comes 
with a history of mental illness 
and violence. Our records show 
that Ramos has been charged on 
numerous occasions for attacking 
and stabbing persons.

On Saturday May 14 he was 
accused of attempted murder, 
after he inflicted stab wounds 

Police Kill Mentally Ill Man On Swing Bridge
to Michael Young, his 
aunt’s boyfriend. At the 
time Young was stabbed 
numerous times to the 
body while he was at 
home. For this, Ramos 
was sentenced to 7 years 
in prison after pleading 
guilty to the crime. 

Most recently, in 
February of 2021 he was 
charged for chopping a 
man to the head in an 
unprovoked attack. At 
the time Ramos had to be 
shot to the leg in order for 
him to be subdued as he 
was swinging a machete 
at a police officers. Francis Ramos



The GuardIanPage 7 Sunday, november 27, 2022

Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
You’ve got important questions 

right now, and they’ll likely impact 
matters of the heart. Fortunately, 
focusing on your spiritual and 
intellectual advancement doesn’t 
mean you’ll have no time for love. In 
fact, you’re probably becoming more 
philosophical about romantic matters 
-- particularly in your choice of partner. 
Get ready to examine whether or not 
the person you’re with is on your level 
spiritually or intellectually. If they’re 
not, you may need to ask yourself if 
there’s room for growth. After all, 
without growth, love is sure to die. 
Single? You are only interested in 
matching with someone who can meet 
you at least halfway. Otherwise, you’d 
be wise to wait for better prospects.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Sharing is usually caring -- this 

week, though, you might realize that it’s 
time to consider being more selective 
about who you share your most intimate 
energy and resources with. If you’re 
single, you may have a chance to 
indulge in a sexy erotic encounter 
with someone, but you probably aren’t 
sure whether or not you should take it. 
You could find the answer by asking 
yourself if this situation would fuel 
you or deplete you. If you’re paired 
off at this time, the New Moon in 
your money-minded 8th house on 
Wednesday might bring spectacular 
news about your partner’s finances. 
You’ll both want to celebrate!.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Love is in the air! Mercury is 

reaching out for a beautiful alignment 
with Venus on Monday in your romance 
sector, followed by a spectacular New 
Moon on Wednesday in the same area 
of your chart. If you are single, there 
is every indication that you’ll meet 
someone new -- and this person may 
have the power to positively change 
your perspective about love in vast 
ways. Just remember that with Mars 
Retrograde in your sign, anything new 
might take longer to gel. Be patient. If 
you’re already in a relationship, your 
partner could help you expand your 
horizons in some way. Either way, get 
ready for a fun adventure!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
The situation is right for you to 

have an open-ended conversation with 
your sweetheart about the division 
of labor in your relationship. It may 
also be time to shift arrangements in 
your love connection to alleviate any 
stale feelings that might have cropped 
up lately. The truth is that you might 
be, well, bored! Not necessarily with 
your lover and your love connection, 
but with your routine -- romantic or 
otherwise. Fortunately, communicating 
this with your sweetheart will probably 
be easy and you’ll both be ready to 
brainstorm solutions. Single? You’ve 
got excellent chances of striking up a 
sweet conversation with one of your 
colleagues and then realizing how 
attractive they are.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
Romance is on the horizon! A 

stunning connection between Mercury 
and Venus in your true love sector on 
Monday encourages both thoughts 
of love and communication about it. 
Then, a New Moon on Wednesday in 
the same area of your chart spells BIG 
romantic opportunity. If single, you 
could find yourself swept off your feet 
by someone you consider larger than 
life in all the best ways. Those currently 
coupled may begin having discussions 
about expanding your family together. 
On the other hand, you might want to 
plan a very fun romantic adventure. It 
could end up being more entertaining 
than you would have ever imagined!

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Domestic matters are currently 

closely intertwined with romantic 
topics. Mercury will settle into a close 
conjunction to Venus on Monday, and 
that alignment can quickly inspire 
you and your sweetheart to have an 
important conversation about a family 
matter or your overall living situation. 
Happily, if you happen to be buying a 
home or relocating, you should both 
love the new place! You may also find 
it simpler than you thought to agree on 
decorations or your budget for things 
like renovations or built-in home 
furnishings. Single Virgos might want 
to listen closely -- a family member 
could offer you incredible wisdom 
about matters of the heart.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You’d be justified to have an 

extremely optimistic mindset about 
matters of the heart this week. Curious 
Mercury will make an exact conjunction 
to Venus on Monday right in your 
message sector. Pessimism about love 
is incredibly unlikely, no matter where 
you currently stand in that department. 
Thanks to the friendly conversation 
between Venus and Mercury, this 
refreshing perspective can smooth over 
any existing hiccups in your love life, 
and it should also pave the way to new 
romantic possibilities if you’re single. 
In fact, it’s possible that you’ll meet 
someone while taking a short trip -- or 
right in your own neighborhood.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
When you know your worth, you 

should never settle for anything -- or 
anyone -- who can’t match it or value 
it. Fortunately, you’re in a position this 
week where you don’t have to fight 
to be seen and heard by anyone. In 
fact, there is every indication that an 
admirer is doing everything they can 
to make sure you know how special 
you are. Let your heart sing with 
appreciation, because whether or not 
you’re interested in this person, their 
desire should be a flattering confidence 
booster. If you’re in a relationship, 
however, your partner is probably ready 
to make you feel like a million bucks. 
You’re beautiful and you know it!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You’re simply irresistible, 

Sagittarius -- especially right 
now! Conversational Mercury and 
harmonious Venus connect perfectly 
in your sign on Monday. This link 
allows you to speak from the heart to 
the one you love most. If you’re in a 
relationship, the planets are helping you 
gracefully communicate your desires to 
your mate in a way that allows both of 
you to understand the other’s point of 
view. Plus, a New Moon in your sign 
on Wednesday spells a magnificent 
personal fresh start. If you’re single, 
this lunation, closely linked to Venus, 
might help you radiate so much allure 
that you find yourself with several 

Your Horoscope dating prospects.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Sometimes you need to draw the 

metaphorical curtains between your 
love life and the outside world. This 
week, the more discreet you are about 
matters of the heart, the more you’re 
likely to be rewarded. One example 
might be that you are planning a 
couple’s retreat or secret getaway for 
you and your lover. Perhaps you’ve 
been inspired to set up a surprise party 
or other grand gesture that they have 
no idea about. Once you reveal your 
intentions, the reaction you get could 
make you endlessly joyful. If you’re 
single, the person you have a secret 
crush on may turn out to be equally 
interested. Even subtle romance can 
be beautiful.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Whether you’re single or attached, 
you’ll want to make the most of any 
social opportunities that have a chance 
to benefit your love life. Mercury and 
Venus align in your friendship sector 
on Monday, creating gorgeous energy 
for you to talk with friends about 
love. You might request advice about 
a current romantic scenario, or you 
could listen as one of your friends tells 
you that they have the ideal person 
to set you up with. It’s also possible 
that this is the week you’ll muster 
up the courage to speak to a friend 
about the romantic feelings you’ve 
grown to have for them. Go for it!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
You might have a major crush 

on your boss or someone else who has 
authority or a leadership role in your 
industry. Even if this normally wouldn’t 
go anywhere, this week, the two of you 
could share a conversation that leads 
you to believe the feeling just might 
be mutual. Although this can easily 
get messy, and you might not want 
anything other than the fun of a simple 
flirtation, you will surely be flattered. 
Your career is also highlighted if you’re 
already coupled. Your partner may have 
the ability to help you get ahead in your 
career. Now that’s a power couple!

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Lester Levy is applying for the renewal of a Membership Club Liquor 
License for the year 2023 to operate “Big Les Game room” located at 
#20 Nurse Seay Street, Belize City, Belize District

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that  adin aragon  is applying 
for the renewal of a restaurant License for the year 2023 to be operated 
at “aroma” located at #1512 San Antonio Road, Orange Walk Town, 
Orange Walk District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that  adin aragon  is applying 
for the renewal of a night Club Liquor License for the year 2023 to 
be operated at “hi-5”  located at #8 Aurora Street, Orange Walk Town, 
Orange Walk District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that  adin aragon  is applying 
for the renewal of a Convenience Store Liquor License for the year 
2023 to be operated at “Gas Plus”  located at #1512 San Antonio Road, 
Orange Walk Town, Orange Walk District

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Chrisnor Monde is applying for the renewal of a Beer Liquor License 
for the year 2023 to operate “Maranatha Shop” located at Daisy Hornby  

Liquor License Notice

noTICe

orthoPlus International Co., Ltd.
(“the Company”)

 
Notice is hereby given that the Company 

has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 
International Corporate Affairs Registry with 

effect from november 14th, 2022.
 

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent
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Police have arrested and 
charged 22-year-old Paul Mortis 
a policeman, after a search of his 
home on the Island of Ambergris 
Caye, led police to find a 9 
millimeter pistol. he has since 
been charged with possession 

of an unlicensed firearm and 
ammunition.

The arrest comes shortly 
after the killing of San Pedro 
bus ines sman ,  E lv i s  Rau l 
Polanco. 

Polanco and his wife were 

Policeman And Ex-policeman 
Rob And Kill Businessman

making their way home in the 
early morning hours of Saturday, 
November 19. As they entered 
into the Escalante Subdivision 
area, a man fired gunshots at 
the couple. The gunman who 
had a red shirt over his face 
then approached the couple and 
grabbed a purse containing over 
12 thousand dollars in cash. He 
then set chase after Polanco and 
shot him to death.

Garcia received gunshot 
injuries to one of her hands. 

Police were able to recover 
the purse with some of the cash 

shortly after the crime.
Their investigation now 

centers on two men, one of 
them being Paul Mortis who is a 
policeman who is on interdiction 
for a domestic abuse matter and 
another, a former police officer. 
Both men were working for 
Polanco as security officers at 
his establishment, Jade Bar. 
Police say they had knowledge 
of the amount of cash the couple 
was carrying and left before the 
couple and waylaid them and 
attacked them at the opportune 
time. 

Paul Mortis Elvis Polanco

One of Belize’s greatest 
athletes and educators, Patricia 
‘Pat’ Bennett, has passed away. 
Bennet was ailing from cancer 
and died on Friday, November 
18. The septuagenarian was a 
career educator and member of 

the famous 1974 Softball Golden 
Girls team. Her contributions to 
sports and education in Belize are 
incomparable.

She was also a loyal supporter 
of the United Democratic Party. 

Condolences are expressed 
to her family and friends.

Belizean Athletic 
and Education Icon 

Passes

Patricia Bennett

continue until 9 months after the 
PUP took office after the UDP 
had done all the ground work of 
securing financing and designing 
the building. 

It is impossible for any PUP 
Government to be able to execute 
all the processes necessary for the 
construction of the clinic in such 
a short space of time. So for the 
PUP to be taking credit for such 
and endeavor shows Belizeans 
how disingenuous the can really 
be.

And while the clinic is now 
complete, everyone looking on 

was wondering how it is that 
the clinic will be staffed. What’s 
more, they were wondering how 
it will be equipped and how 
medication will be supplied for 
its functioning. It is no secret 
that the health system finds itself 
in shambles and the Minister of 
Health, Kevin Bernard helpless 
as to finding a solution to the 
problems anytime soon. 

One hint that was given as 
to how the clinic will become 
functional was when Perez 
openly begged for anyone who 
had the means to support the new 
facility. 

Pup Shamelessly 
Taking Credit For 

UDP Projects
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Katherine Valencio is among 
hundreds of Belizeans who lost 
just about everything to hurricane 
Lisa. Her home located in the 
Yarborough area of Belize City 

City Residents Forgotten 
After Hurricane Lisa

Valencio’s roof was completely blown off

is among the hundreds that took 
the brunt of the damage by the 
storm. Three weeks after the 
hurricane, Valencio has taken to 
social media to plea for help to 
put her life back together after 
she has been unable to source 

any kind of assistance from 
either Government or any other 
organizations.

Valencio related to the 
Guardian that in the days after 

the storm, persons who have been 
doing assessments have simply 
bypassed her home. She is at a 
loss when she sees canvases being 
passed out in her neighborhood 
for those affected to cover their 
belongings and her home is 

simply skipped. She is equally 
appalled when truck loads of 
mattresses pass in front of her 
house and none is delivered to 
her despite the fact that her water 
soaked mattresses are in her yard 
in plain view for anyone to see. 

She says that there have 
been those who have offered her 
groceries but notes that she is not 
necessarily in need of food stuff. 
“All I need is building material, 
for me to put up my roof back,” 
she told the Guardian.

Valencio is among countless 
Belizeans who find themselves in 
this situation where the system is 
simply ignoring them. 

The tragedy of Valencio 
is largely attributed to the fact 
that the PUP Government has 
decided to bypass agencies and 
has political operatives taking 
control of the distribution of 
relief supplies. This has led to 
numerous problems including 
those where persons who received 
no damage are getting materials 

like lumber, zinc, plywood and 
others and they simply sell them 
for a quick buck. Then there are 
situations where only persons 
who are deemed to be supporters 
of the PUP are being assisted.

With that there are large 
pockets of persons who simply 
cannot get any assistance. Like 
Valerio, who takes care of herself 
by selling food, most of the 
persons in need simply have no 
recourse. In her house, every 
day that it has rained following 
the hurricane it means that she 
is sustaining more damage. The 
longer her situation is allowed to 
go on, the worst it gets for her 
and the more difficult it is for her 
to fully recover from Hurricane 
Lisa. 

She now says that she has 
no other recourse but to publicly 
plea for anyone to assist her. 
She can be reached at telephone 
number 620-5405.   

All of Valencio’s belongings are constantly exposed to rain

Inside Valencio’s home
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A Mental Health Stigma 
Reduct ion  Campaign was 
launched on Friday at the Mae 
Gordon Park in Belmopan. It is 
a collaborative effort between 
the  Pan American Heal th 
Organization PAHO, Mind Health 
Connect Belize, and the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness. 

Alendra Izaguirre from 
PAHO defined mental health 
as a state of well-being where 
individuals realize their abilities. 
The representative from PAHO 
informed that more than half 
of persons reporting a mental 
illness do not receive treatment 
due to stigma and discrimination. 
“Menta l  hea l th  d i sorders 
contribute to preventative 
mortality,” she says. 

Christa Courtenay from 
Mind Health Connect Belize 
agreed that  st igma erodes 
confidence and erects a barrier to 
effective treatment. Mind Health 
Connect has secured 12 benches 
for the rest of the Country so 
that members of the public can 
find a restful place to chat with 
someone. Their website is at 
www.mindhealthconnct.com

(Mind Health Connect Belize 
is a not-for-profit organization 
comprised of a group of Belizeans 
who see the desperate need for 
more mental wellness resources 

to be made available to those who 
need it. Not only those living 
with mental illness but also those 
interested in the overall mental 
wellness of all Belizeans can be 
beneficiaries of these resources. 
Their group assists individuals 
in need by providing information 
on mental health resources and 
advocacy throughout the country 
of Belize. Additionally, they 
engage in action campaigns 
that will provide education 
and support to reduce stigmas 
surrounding mental illnesses.)

Meanwhile; Nurse Iveth 
Quintanillla, Director of Belize’s 
Mental Health Unit at the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness also 
spoke at the launch. According 
to her, 22.4% of the population 
are reported to be suffering from 
affective disorders, and 15.8% 
from schizophrenia and related 
disorders. While in recent time 
there have been reported to be 
31 deaths by suicide. “I invite 
you to normalize speaking about 
mental health,” urged Nurse 
Quintanilla. 

PAHO/WHO continues to 
work with the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness toward a refinement 
of the National Mental Health 
Policy. A consultant has so far 
been hired and the drafting of this 
important document is ongoing. 

Stigma Can 
Be Hazardous 

To Health

Mind Health Connect Belize has secured 12 chairs for Belize
Stigma can be hazardous to health

could speak frankly and honestly, 
because she was not being honest. 
What we were talking about is 
that now that we finish with the 
issue with the Blue Bonds - that 
we said that this is important 
also to find out what is it that we 
have. But for us to be able to find 
that we may have to consider to 
do some seismic testing… it is 
unfortunate that she’s trying to 
use that to try to make herself 
relevant… it is obvious that 
maybe she is trying to make 
herself relevant or trying to show 

her bosses that she’s earning her 
money.”

It’s the kind of language 
that borders it being insulting. 
The kind of reaction that has 
become synonymous with the 
Prime Minister every time he is 
confronted with issues that he 
is unable to properly address. 
We are not certain if he acts 
out of malice or ignorance or 
both. What is certain however, 
is that every time he speaks, he 
ends up insulting someone as it 
seems that he is unable to speak 
diplomatically on any issue.

(Continued from Page 2)

Prime Minister 
Insults Oceana 
Vice President
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There was a time when, to 
get to the Stann Creek or Toledo 
Districts from Belize City, one 
had to travel through the City of 
Belmopan via the George Price 
and Hummingbird Highways 
for a two to three-hour drive 
respectively. Now, thanks to 
the United Democratic Party, 
facilitating funding to pave the 
Coastal Road from mile 30 on 
the George Price Highway to its 
junction with Hope Creek Village 

on the Hummingbird Highway, 
one can knock off at least an 
hour’s drive off their journey.  

In December 2019 through 
a loan from the Caribbean 
Development Bank and grant 
funding from the UK Caribbean 
Infrastructure Partnership Fund, 
a contract was signed under 
the UDP administration for the 
paving of the Coastal Road.

This reporter travelled the 
Coastal Road and found that in 

Coastal Road 
Brings Benefits To Belizeans

the areas that were vulnerable 
to flooding ten bridges across 
various creeks and rivers are 
also being rehabilitated and 
reconstructed along that stretch 
of road.The risk of flooding has 
been minimized drastically and 
travelers can now move safely 
and freely through the road 
during the rainy season.

The residents of Gales Point 
Manatee and Mullins River 
expressed their delight over the 
improvements being made.  They 
expressed that accessibility to get 

basic provisions has improved 
and public transporters are more 
likely to make regular runs in the 
area since there will be less wear 
and tear on their buses.  

The paving, lighting and 
new bus sheds are a compliment 
for the residents who live through 
the road.  They are thankful for 
the accessibility but mostly for 
the jobs that were created in 
the area while the road works 
continues.

Thanks to the efforts of the 
previous UDP Government this 
has been made possible.

Entire Coastal Road has been upgraded

Bus Stops are part of the improvements

On Thursday, November 17, 
Oceana Belize announced that it 
would be calling on Belizeans to 
sign a petition where a referendum 
would be necessary in order for 
any offshore oil exploration to 
take place. 

J u s t  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e 
announcement, one of the first 
politicians to sign onto the petition 
is Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow. 

On Wednesday, November 
23, a representative of Oceana 
Belize witnessed as Hon. Barrow 
signed on to the petition. 

Wi t h  t h e  s i g n i n g  h e 
supports the question that is 
being asked, that is: ‘Do you 

support a legislative ban by 
way of an amendment to the 
Belize Constitution, Chapter 4 
of the Laws of Belize, which will 
prohibit offshore petroleum and 
natural gas exploration (including 
but not limited to seismic testing, 
seismic surveys, multibeam 
surveys), development, drilling, 
extraction, production, storage 
and disposal within the internal 
waters, territorial sea and the 
exclusive economic zone of 
Belize (“petroleum operations”), 
unless a referendum is held in 
accordance with the Referendum 
Act, Chapter 10 of the Laws 
of Belize which approves such 
petroleum operations?’

Leader of the Opposition 
Supports Referendum 

Before Offshore Oil Drilling

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow supports Referendum petition
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On Thursday,  November 
17, on the second anniversary of 
the launch of the Global Strategy 
to Accelerate the Elimination 
of Cervical Cancer as a Public 
Health Problem by the World 
Health Organization, the Ministry 
of Health & Wellness announced 
that the human papillomavirus 
(HPV) test is now available 
at its public health facilities 
countrywide. 

The free test allows for the 
early detection of persistent HPV 
infection in women, which can 
develop into cervical cancer if left 
untreated. Women 25 to 65 years 
of age are the target population 
for HPV testing, particularly 
women who have never done 
cervical cancer screening and 
those who were last screened 
more than three years ago.  

The HPV testing can detect 
15 of the cancer-causing types. 
HPV is caused by more than 200 
types of HPV viruses. 

Over 90% of cervical cancer 

is caused by high-risk human 
papillomaviruses (hrHPV). It 
is the second most common 
type of cancer among women 
in Belize, which is among the 
Caribbean countries with the 
highest mortality rate due to 
cervical cancer.  

HPV is the most common 
sexually transmitted infection 
STI. In 2020 there were 35 new 
cervical cancer cases in Belize, 
resulting in 28 deaths. In 2021 
there were 17 cervical cancer 
cases. HPV can cause cervical 
and other cancers, including 
cancer of the vulva, vagina, penis, 
or anus. It can also cause cancer 
in the back of the throat (called 
oropharyngeal cancer). This can 
include the base of the tongue 
and tonsils.

“ C e r v i c a l  c a n c e r  i s 
preventable, it is curable when 
detected early because of the 
devastating consequences,” says 
Dr. Natalia Largaespada Beer, 
Technical Advisor Maternal and 

Child Health in the Ministry of 
Health & Wellness.  

C e r v i c a l  c a n c e r  i s 
preventable through the HPV 
vaccine. The HPV vaccine is 
safe and effective. It can protect 
against diseases (including 
cancers) caused by HPV when 
given in the recommended age 
groups. 

According to Dr. Beer 
HPV vaccine coverage was at 
16% last year and the current 
vaccination rates are “slow.” “We 
are sensitizing the parents…the 
beauty for the [HPV] vaccine is 
that the protection is 100%,” she 
says. 

She informs The Guardian 
that Australia is the first country 
to eliminate cervical cancer as 
a medical problem. At the time 
that Australia introduced the 
HPV vaccine it was expensive. 
Prices for the HPV vaccine have 
gone down and so making it 
more accessible. It was until 2016 
that Belize introduced the HPV 
vaccine to the population. 

“High vaccination coverage 
and high screening is needed,” 
says Dr. Beer. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
CDC you can get HPV by having 
vaginal, anal, or oral sex with 
someone who has the virus. 
It is most commonly spread 
during vaginal or anal sex. It also 
spreads through close skin-to-skin 
touching during sex. A person 
with HPV can pass the infection 
to someone even when they have 
no signs or symptoms.

If you are sexually active, 
you can get HPV, even if you 
have had sex with only one 
person. You also can develop 
symptoms years after having 
sex with someone who has the 
infection. This makes it hard to 
know when you first got it.

In most cases (nine out of 
ten), HPV goes away on its own 
within two years without health 
problems. But when HPV does 
not go away, it can cause health 
problems like genital warts and 
cancer.

Genital warts usually appear 
as a small bump or group of 
bumps in the genital area. They 
can be small or large, raised or 
flat, or shaped like a cauliflower. 
A healthcare provider can usually 
diagnose warts by looking at the 
genital area.

People with weak immune 
systems (including those with 
HIV) may be less able to fight 
off HPV. They may also be more 
likely to develop health problems 
from HPV.

Use condoms the right 
way every time you have sex. 
This can lower your chances 
of getting HPV. But HPV can 
infect areas the condom does not 
cover. So, condoms may not fully 
protect against getting HPV; and 
be in a mutually monogamous 
relationship – or have sex only 
with someone who only has sex 
with you.

Most people with HPV do 
not know they have the infection. 
They never develop symptoms or 
health problems from it. Some 
people find out they have HPV 
when they get genital warts. 

Women may find out they 
have HPV when they get an 
abnormal Pap test result (during 
cervical cancer screening). Others 
may only find out once they’ve 
developed more serious problems 
from HPV, such as cancer.

The HPV vaccine is the first 
mode of prevention. Another 
step to prevent cervical cancers 
would be the HPV Test. Belizeans 
now have more in the toolbox 
to eliminate a preventable 
condition.

HPV Test Now Available In Belize

Dr. Natalia Largaespada Beer Technical Advisor Maternal and Child Health in 
the Ministry of Health & Wellness- and Michelle Irving participate in the 

stakeholder consultations in 2018- reporting on the country’s progress towards 
meeting the rights of every child.

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC. LTd.

dr. Ines Moguel of 1234 Sunray ave. 
Belize City  having made sworn deposition 

that Policy No #F01110851 issued by Sagicor 
Life Inc on the life of dr. Jose Moguel  has 

been declared lost.
Dated november 11th, 2022.

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC. LTd.

Juliet Simmons  of 199 Western Pines, 
Western Paradis Village, Belize district   

having made sworn deposition that Policy No 
#F01113921 issued by Sagicor Life Inc on the 
life of Wilmot Simmons  has been declared 

lost.
Dated november 21st, 2022.

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary
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