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On July 24, 2021, the 
Government of Belize signed 
Statutory Instrument (SI), number 
81 in which Haitian and citizens 
of Suriname would be able to 
enter the country without the 
need of a Visa. Previous to this 
SI, only bona fide holders of 
diplomatic and official passports 
issued by Haiti were allowed into 

the country. The SI was signed in 
order to have reciprocal treatment 
of CARICOM nationals as what 
Belizeans are offered when they 
enter CARICOM countries. 

With the visa  waiver, 
Haitians are now fully taking 
advantage of the privilege. Such 
was the case on November 11 
when a group of 10 citizens of 

Belizean Officials Profiling CARICOM Passengers

Haiti boarded a Tropic Air flight 
from El Salvador and headed to 
Belize. While there are no visa 
requirements, it so happened 
that the Director of Immigration 
herself was on the flight along 
with the Haitians and when they 
landed there was a situation of 
an immediate profiling of the 
passengers. While at the time the 

Director was not on duty, she took 
command of the situation and 
immediately ordered that they be 
detained and investigated.  

The Haitians were detained 
by police and processed to see 
if they met requirements to stay 
in Belize. In the normal course, 
the passengers would have been 
interviewed by the immigration 
officers at the entry point and 
visas would be stamped onto their 
passports. 

The manner of the processing 
of these passengers was in stark 
contrast to another passenger, an 
Indian cook, who was also on 
the flight. It would appear that 
he, unlike the Haitians received 
something like VIP treatment 
where, again, the Director 
herself cleared him for a visa 
and he was free to enter. Based 
on documentation provide to the 
Guardian, one Sandeep Nishad, 
an Indian national who is a 
cook, was cleared for immediate 
entry.

It would appear that there is 
executive profiling taking place 
where some who do not need 
visas are subjected to excessive 
scrutiny while others are not. 

The entire situation is one 
where officials are being forced 
to walk a tightrope because of 
the threat of human trafficking. 
Belize now finds itself in a 
predicament of having to comply 
with CARICOM protocols while 
at the same time safeguard from 
Human Trafficking.

Haitian passengers arrived on a Tropic Air flight from El Salvador

On Wednesday November 
16, Prime Minister Johnny 
Briceno appeared on Channel 
7’s Sun Up morning show and he 
once again placed his feet straight 
into his mouth. In his signature 
way of talking without thinking 
he has made many Belizeans 
nurses upset with him.

C o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e 
deplorable state of the healthcare 
system in Belize, the conversation 
led to him speaking about the 
unavailability of nurses in the 
country. As he was talking without 
thinking he basically said that the 
nurses of Belize are ungrateful 
to the country. He said that they 

are choosing to leave Belize. He 
stated that, “many of them, they 
pick up themselves and they go. 
They forget that we put them in 
primary school, high school, sixth 
form and we send them to nursing 
school… we invested in them, 
our tax dollars. And they give 

Prime Minister Says 
Nurses Are Ungrateful

Continued on page 4



The GuardIanPage 3 Sunday, november 20, 2022

 

 

 
 

Belize Electricity Limited (BEL) invites separate tenders from prequalified providers for the following services, at 
the locations listed below for the period January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2025. 
 
 

 

1. Ladyville Storage Facilities on Airport Road  
2. West Lake Generating Facility at Mile 8 George Price Highway 
3. Belmopan Office on Toucan Avenue  
4. Belmopan Power Plant on Power Lane  
5. San Ignacio Office on Buena Vista Street  
6. San Ignacio Storage Compound on Benque Viejo Road 
7. Dangriga Office on George Price Drive 
8. Independence Office & Lineman Facility on Savannah Road  

9. Punta Gorda Office on Far West Street 
10. BEL Storage Compound at Eldridge Village  
11. Corozal Office & Lineman Facility on Santa Rita Hill 
12. BEL Warehouse Lot at Sarteneja Village 
13. Orange Walk Office & Storage on Yo Creek Road 
14. Caye Caulker Plant Office on Calle al Sol/Avenida Mangle 
15. San Pedro Office on Pescador Drive 

Virtual pre-bid meeting at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 
 

 
 
 

1. Corporate Headquarters at 2 ½ Miles Philip Goldson Highway 
2. Belize City Offices on Magazine Road 

Virtual pre-bid meeting at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 

 
 

1. Corporate Headquarters at 2½ Miles Philip Goldson Highway 
2. Belize City Office on Magazine Road 
3. Ladyville Storage Facilities on Airport Road  
4. Belmopan Office on Toucan Avenue  
5. San Ignacio Office on Buena Vista Street  
6. Dangriga Office on George Price Drive 
7. Independence Office on Savanah Road 
8. Punta Gorda Office on Far West Street 
9. Orange Walk Office on Yo Creek Road 
10. Corozal Office on Santa Rita Hill 
11. Caye Caulker Plant Office on Calle Al Sol/Avenida Mangle 
12. San Pedro Plant Office on Pescador Drive  
13. West Lake Gas Turbine on George Price Highway 
14. Belize City Substation on Magazine Road 
15. Ladyville Switchyard on Airport Road 
16. West Lake Substation on George Price Highway 
17. Democracia Substation on George Price Highway  

18. Camalote Switchyard at Camalote Village 
19. Dangriga Substation at 6 Miles Hummingbird Highway 
20. San Ignacio Substation on Benque Viejo Road 
21. Maskall Substation on Old-Northern Highway 
22. Buena Vista Substation at 69 Miles Philip Goldson Highway 
23. Orange Walk Substation on Yo Creek Road 
24. Corozal Substation on Santa Rita Hill 
25. San Pedro Substation on Pescador Drive 
26. Independence Substation on Savannah Road 
27. Independence Switching Station at Southern Highway/Savannah 

Road Junction  
28. Belize Aquaculture Limited Substation on Placencia Road 
29. Punta Gorda Substation on San Antonio Road 
30. Belcogen Substation at BSI Tower Hill 
31. Belmopan Substation on Power Lane 
32. Santander Substation at Valley of Peace Village 
33. Chan Chen Substation at Ten Pound Caye 

Virtual pre-bid meeting at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 
 

 

 

1. Corporate Headquarters at 2½ Miles Philip Goldson Highway 
2. Belize City Offices on Magazine Road 
3. Ladyville Facilities on Airport Road 
4. West Lake Facilities at 8 Miles George Price Highway 
5. Belmopan Office on Toucan Avenue 
6. Belmopan Power Plant on Power Lane  
7. San Ignacio Office on Buena Vista Street 
8. Dangriga Office on George Price Drive 

9. Independence Office & Lineman Facility on Savanah Road 
10. Punta Gorda Office on Far West Street 
11. Corozal Office & Lineman Facility on Santa Rita Hill 
12. Orange Walk Office at 21 Miles San Antonio Road 
13. Orange Walk Lineman Facility on Yo Creek Road 
14. San Pedro Office on Pescador Drive 
15. Caye Caulker Plant Office on Calle al Sol/Avenida Mangle 
 

Virtual pre-bid meeting at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 
 

The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and responsibilities of the contract, and dates for the virtual pre-bid 
meeting are available on BEL’s website at www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx. 

Submit bids via email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, November 25, 2022. 

Request access to the virtual pre-bid meeting by sending an email to bidbox@bel.com.bz. The subject of the email to attend 
virtual pre-bid meetings and to submit Tenders should include the bid number and the name of the Tender located on the 
respective Bid forms. 

For more information or queries, send email to  

bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz 
Cost incurred for visiting the facilities to be maintained and preparation of the tender document are the responsibilities of the bidder.  The lowest tender will not necessarily be accepted. BEL also reserves the right not to accept any tender. 
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Last year the Government of 
Belize received heavy criticism for 
the massive expenses it incurred 
as a result of the large delegation 
which represented Belize at 
COP 26 in Glasgow, U.K. A 
lightning rod at the time was 
that the Minister of Sustainable 
Development, Orlando Habet, 
had taken his wife along with him 
and listed her as part of the official 
delegation. Presumably, the trip 
was financed at the expense of 
tax payers’ dollars.

Habet’s wife’s participation 

aside, the argument at the time 
was that there was not really 
a need to have such a large 
delegation with its concomitant 
expenses. 

One year after COP 26 there 
is very little that can be pointed to 
as having been achieved by last 
that meeting. 

Now there is COP 27 in 
Egypt and Belize’s participation 
has been significantly scaled 
down. But even as that is the case, 
there are still major concerns 
being raised as the Minister 

Minister Takes Wife to COP 27 Again!

of Sustainable Development, 
Orlando Habet, has once again 
taken his wife, Nadime Abigail 
Habet, on the official trip. 
While every other participant 
representing Belize has an official 
title and roll to play, Habet ‘s wife 
is simply listed as ‘Support’, to 
the Ministry.

It is a strange titling as all 
our sources indicate that she 
does not work at the Ministry. 
Even so she was pictured actually 
participating in meetings. When 
questioned about it, Habet said 

that his wife was asked to sit in 
on the meeting since no sensitive 
information was being discussed. 
He also commented that the 
payment for the couple’s trip 
could be checked at a travel 
agency in San Ignacio.

Still he did not answer 
how it was that his wife’s name 
appeared on the list of official 
Belizean representatives at COP 
27. It is presumed that someone 
lied to the funding agencies and 
logged Habet’s wife as part of the 
official delegation. 

Nadime Abigail Habet’s name appears on the official list of Belizean representatives to COP 27

The Guardian Newspaper 
has confirmed that the price of 
Grade C rice, which is supposed 
to be controlled has skyrocketed. 
By our information, a 20 pound 
pack of grade C rice which would 
sell for 18 dollars, now sells for 
24 dollars. In effect the price has 
gone from 90 cents per pound to 
1 dollar and 20 cents. 

It is a cause for concern as 
this could only take place legally 
if there is a Statutory Instrument 
signed to allow for the increase to 
take place. Based on our research, 
No such S.I. has been signed, 
making the increase illegal.

The Bureau of Standards 
which is the body that enforces 
the control on items lists 7 basic 
commodities as having price 

controls. These include 16 ounce 
sliced bread at 1.75, 16 ounce 
unsliced bread at $1.50, Grade C 
rice at 90 cents per pound, brown 
sugar at 50 cents per pound, 
plantation white sugar at 75 cents 
per pound, red kidney beans at 
$1.15 per pound in Belize City 
and $1.18 in the districts and 
Bebe Agua flour which should 
retail anywhere between 92 and 
97 cents depending on the district 
where it is purchased.

Checks at supermarkets 
however shows that, with the 
exception of bread, every single 
one of these commodities is now 
being sold at prices far above 
what their controlled prices are. 
At its cheapest, grade C rice 
retails at $1.20 and we have 

reports to suggest that that price 
goes as high as $2.00 per pound. 
Brown sugar at its highest sells 
at $1.00 per pound while white 
sugar sells for $1.50 per pound. 
red kidney beans sells at almost 
$2.00 per pound meanwhile flour 
sells for as much as $1.75 per 
pound. 

In recent days the price of 
grade A rice has gone from 95 
cents a pound to two dollars or 
more per pound. It is noteworthy 
that this grade of rice is not price 

Price Control No 
Longer Being 

Observed
controlled, however, it is the 
most basic commodity. With its 
doubling in price it means that 
more and more Belizeans are 
unable to afford it. 

And as the everyday items 
get further and further away 
from the reach of the poor, the 
enforcement arm is absent. Over 
the past months the price of goods 
that fall under price control have 
been going up and there has been 
no response from the Bureau of 
Standards. 

Grade C rice

them a better deal, and they go! 
One nurse who spoke to 

the Guardian exclaimed that 
nurses who are assisted with 
their education always serve 
the bond that they have with the 
Government of Belize. She went 
on to say, “I am very upset with 
the Prime Minister saying that 
they invested in nurses and they 
are ungrateful, I vex bad!”

In his remarks the Prime 
Minister stated that nurses opt to 
leave the country because they 
get a better deal. The nurse we 
spoke with, who incidentally 
has been working in for over 20 
years explained that if the salaries 

of nurses were to be such that 
it would cover expenses nurses 
would not want to leave the 
country. She noted that in fact the 
current dispute that the healthcare 
providers currently have with 
the PUP administration centers 
around them not being properly 
compensated for the work that 
they do. 

Obviously, Briceno is not 
very aware of this or it is that he 
simply speaks without thinking 
about what comes out of his 
mouth. The most recent case 
of verbal diarrhea that Briceno 
has engaged in is akin to the last 
time when he called Belizeans 
untalented.  

Prime Minister 
Says Nurses 

Are Ungrateful
Continued from page 2
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Thirty year old, Reese 
Riverol was shot an killed on 
Monday night at around 9:15. 
The father of tw was at his home 
at mile 31 near the intersection of 
the Philip Goldson Highway and 
the Crooked Tree cutoff when 
he heard noises coming from his 
roof as if someone was throwing 
stones on it. He would go outside 
to investigate the nature of the 
noise and as he turned to go back 

into his home he was shot to the 
back by a gunman who had been 
lurking in the darkness.

Family members say they do 
not know any reason as to why 
Riverol would have been killed 
as he was not known to get into 
problems with anyone. 

Police are investigating this 
homicide and are yet to make any 
arrests.  

Shot Outside His House

Reese Riverol

A Policeman was killed 
while he was accompanying 
his wife to process the scene of 
an accident in Blackman Eddy 
Village on the George Price 
Highway on Monday, November 
14. Police report that Corporal 
Shannon Middleton was at the 
scene of an accident between 
miles 58 and 59 where another 
man, Desmond Gordon, had 
fallen out of a pickup truck and 
had to be hospitalized on Sunday, 
November 13. 

While corporal Middleton 
was at the scene, an SUV 
approached the area heading 
towards Belmopan when the 
driver knocked down and killed 
the officer who was on the side 

of the road. The vehicle knocked 
down Middleton and ended up 
crashing into a culvert on the side 
of the road.

Police have since arrested 
and charged 39 year old Belizean, 
Luis Fernando Mejia Guerra, a 
Mechanic of Camalote Village. He 
was charged with Manslaughter 
by Negligence, Causing Death by 
Careless Conduct, Drove Motor 
vehicle without Due Care and 
Attention and failure to provide 
a specimen without reasonable 
excuse when required to do so.

While Middleton succumbed 
to his injuries, the other accident 
vict im,  Desmond Gordon, 
remains hospitalized with injuries 
to his head and body.

Policeman Knocked 
Down And Killed At 

Accident Scene

Shannon Middleton

noTICe

Notice is hereby given that the following 
Company has been dissolved and struck off the 
International Business Companies Register with 
effect from 18th November, 2022.

name of the Company                                     registration no.

LION INTERNATIONAL LTD.    173,903

Double Time Global Co. Ltd.        176,298

PMa aGenTS LIMITed
Registered Agent
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Police are investigating one 
of their own in the killing of 35-
year-old waitress from Belmopan 
City, Celia Celeste Florian.

Not much more information 
was forthcoming from the Belize 
Police Department other than to 
confirm that a police officer is 
being investigated.

Florian’s body was found at 
midday on a feeder road near mile 

40 on the Hummingbird Highway 
on Saturday November 5.

A post mortem conducted on 
the body concluded that her cause 
of death was certified as due to 
asphyxia due to strangulation and 
blunt force injuries.  

Florian had been reported 
missing on Wednesday, November 
2. She was the mother of 3 
children.

Policeman Possibly 
Involved in Killing of 

Celia Florian

Celia Celeste Florian

Over the past few weeks, 
healthcare providers have been 
publicly venting their discontent 
with the deplorable conditions 
that the healthcare system finds 
itself in. The vocal and visible 
displays began on August 29 
when medical personnel walked 
out of every healthcare facility 
in the country. The cries for 
help continued with the KHMH 
Workers Union calling a press 
conference on October 26, to 
enumerate the litany of problems 
being faced by the institution. 

They were begging that 
meetings be held between the 
Ministry of Health and the 
operators of the system to alleviate 
chronic shortages of supplies as 
well as welfare issues of staff. 

On Thursday, November 
10, the healthcare professionals 
ramped up the ante and issued a 
release by the Belize Coalition of 
Medical Professionals (BCHP). 
The body is an umbrella grouping 
consisting of the Karl Heusner 
Memorial Hospital Workers 
Union, the Nurses Association 

and the Belize Medical and Dental 
Association. It is a powerful 
grouping and in their release they 
noted as follows: 

Given the current state of 
the health system in Belize, we 
call for urgent and meaningful 
intervention from the Government 
of Belize and stakeholders. BCHP 
is requesting a meeting with the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness; 
the Financial Secretary; The 
Ministry of Public Service, 
Constitutional and Political 
Reform; and the Ministry of Rural 
Transformation, Community 
Development, Labor and Local 
Government within the next 
seven (7) days, to address and 
discuss the following issues: 

1 .  E x t r e m e  s h o r t a g e 
o f  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s , 
pharmaceuticals, and human 
resources  th roughout  the 
country; 

2 .  Pension s ta tus  and 
exemption of Income tax from 
severance of KHMHA employees 
and salary review for all healthcare 
workers; 

3. Reduction of Income Tax 
for all healthcare workers; 

4 .  R e v i s i o n  a n d 
implementation of the Belize 
Health sector Strategic Plan 
2014-2024, the compendium 
of allowances, Nursing review 
document of 2007, circular 6 
of 2012 and patient transfer 
standard policy; 5. Appointment 
of representatives from the 
membership of the BMDA, the 
KHMHAWU and the NAB on the 
MOHW tendering committee; 

6. Making provision for 

Medical Coalition Pressures Government 
For Better Healthcare

Three medical organization form the coalition

health insurance for all healthcare 
workers and; 

7. Defining higher education 
and experience in a health-
related field as a prerequisite for 
the appointment to the post of 
Minister of health.

Failure to meet, discuss and 
find tangible short and long term 
working solutions will result in 
the BCHP taking the necessary 
actions against the failing state 
of our healthcare system.

Following the issuing of 
the demands, a meeting was 
scheduled with Minister of Health, 
Kevin Bernard on Wednesday, 
November 16, but the coalition 
did not make it to the meeting. 
They instead engaged in meetings 
amongst themselves on that same 
day. Nonetheless the possible 
actions that could be taken by the 
coalition could have instant and 
significant effect on the delivery 
of healthcare in Belize. 

Fisher folk are complaining 
this season after the cooperatives 
to whom they deliver conch have 
decided to drop the price on the 
first payment on the product. We 
understand that the cooperatives 
receiving conch have reduced the 
price of conch from 10 dollars 
to 8 dollars. It is a significant 
blow to the fisher folk who had 

Conch Prices Fall
no warning 
a b o u t 
t h e  s h a r p 
decrease in 
t h e  p r i c e 
o f  t h e i r 
deliveries. 

I t  i s 
unclear as 
to the reason 
why there 
h a s  b e e n 
this decrease 
in payment 
b u t  s o m e 
f i s h e r m e n 
we spoke to 

told us that following Hurricane 
Lisa, they are finding it difficult 
to ply their trade. They say that 
an assessment is yet to be made 
as to the damages the industry 
sustained and what the fishers 
lost. Added to that, the waters are 
still murky following the storm 
and those engaged in lobster 
fishing using traps are finding it 
difficult to locate their gears. 

Conch
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Your philosophy on love is about 

to change -- and the differences should 
serve you well. You might feel like 
you’re going from a framework of 
suspicion and expected disaster in 
matters of the heart to a foundation 
of lightness and acceptance of new 
experiences. If so, you can thank Venus 
for changing signs. On Wednesday, 
she’ll move out of dark, mysterious 
Scorpio and into optimistic Sagittarius. 
As she enters your buoyant 9th house, 
you may notice feeling like the glass 
is half full when it comes to romantic 
matters, rather than half empty. Still, as 
Mars squares Neptune on Saturday, you 
might realize that you’re too mentally 
drained for love. Let yourself rest and 
reset.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
You might feel like you’ve hit 

the jackpot in love early in the week. 
Venus will be at a perfect trine to 
Jupiter on Tuesday -- and since that’s 
also her final day in your relationship 
sector, this bodes especially well for 
you in matters of the heart. You and 
your partner are likely to experience a 
shared aspiration coming to fruition. Or, 
if single, it’s possible that you’ll meet 
someone who instantly makes your 
heart leap out of your chest during a 
casual social gathering. Regardless of 
your relationship status, when Venus 
slides into your intimate 8th house 
on Wednesday, get ready for the most 
delicious potential erotic encounters.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Your love life is potentially 

about to fill up with rainbows, hearts, 
and unicorns, all reminding you that 
romantic dreams really can come true! 
You’ve got Venus to thank for this, as 
she frolics into your relationship sector 
on Wednesday. This auspicious event 

is almost guaranteed to benefit your 
existing love connection. All things 
considered, you and your sweetheart 
are likely to feel more committed 
to each other than ever. If you’re 
exploring a fresh connection, then 
this might bring a more significant 
commitment between you -- possibly 
even marriage. Single? Nothing spells 
love potential more than the planet of 
love being in the house of relationships. 
Get ready!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
There might be a major blessing 

in love coming your way -- right 
before matters of the heart become 
more subdued. Venus will spend her 
final day in your romance sector on 
Tuesday, while also making a trine to 
blessed Jupiter. You might hear from 
your sweetheart that they’re feeling 
particularly head over heels in love 
with you. They may even be inclined to 
send you an extravagant gift or perform 
a grand gesture to show their affection. 
That said, once Venus slides into your 
6th House of Service on Wednesday, 
love becomes more about the details. If 
you’re single, you might find yourself 
much more selective about romantic 
prospects.

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
The joy of love could glide into 

your life in the most spectacular way 
very soon! Venus enters your romance 
sector on Wednesday for the first time 
in a year -- for the next few weeks, 
you will have all the cosmic support 
you could ask for to get a new love 
connection off the ground or support an 
existing one. There will be no shortage 
of romantic opportunities with Venus 
in optimistic Sagittarius. A scarcity 
mindset concerning love simply cannot 
survive this plentiful time. If you meet 
someone you don’t click with, don’t 
let that defer you. Someone new is just 
around the corner. You’ll see!

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Your love life may feel overly 

exhausting. In fact, you might not have 
much energy to spend on your partner 
or matters of the heart in general, 
because you’re likely to feel as if it’s 
taking everything you’ve got just to 
make it through the motions of each 
day this week. Mars Retrograde will 
be at a tense square to Neptune, in 
your partnership sector, on Saturday. 
You’re likely already struggling with 
motivation and ambition, and due to 
their clash, your issues will probably 
center on relationships. It’s okay to 
take a break when you need one! No 
one is perfect, and sometimes your 
soul needs to take a temporary time-out 
from love.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
It’s time to think big thoughts 

about love. In fact, the bigger, the 
better! Venus enters buoyant Sagittarius 
and your 3rd House of Communication 
on Wednesday. Her accepting influence 
can open up your perspective on 
matters of the heart. It will help you see 
that maybe it’s time to explore romantic 
options you used to be entirely closed 
off to. This increases the potential of 
getting to know and possibly even 
dating someone you swore off in the 
past as “not your type.” If you’re in a 
relationship, you and your sweetheart 
can enjoy sweet conversations and 
should have an easier time making 
decisions together.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
You might feel like you’ve hit 

the cosmic jackpot in love early this 
week! Venus, as she spends her last day 
in your sign on Tuesday, will make a 
gorgeous connection to lucky Jupiter 
in your romance sector. The gorgeous 
sweetness of this sweetest link can 
manifest in a variety of ways. Of course, 
if you’re single, a new love interest 
might appear -- you may find yourself 
in a deeply emotional connection from 
the start! Already paired up? You and 
your beloved could exchange grand 
gestures of affection or indulge each 
other with expensive gifts. It’s a time 
to spoil and be spoiled in love. Enjoy!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
What you give is what you get 

with love at this time. This is particularly 
relevant once amorous Venus enters 
your sign on Wednesday. Although 
having Venus in your sign is one of 
the most auspicious indicators to help 
support harmony and happiness in love, 

Your Horoscope her presence will also serve as a mirror. 
For example, if you want to attract a 
partner who is compassionate and kind, 
ask yourself: “Am I compassionate and 
kind?” What you give out is what you 
attract, whether you’re single or in a 
relationship. Do your best to be the type 
of person you’d want to date, whether 
that means starting a new hobby or 
working on your personal philosophy.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
It’s time for some quiet reflection 

about matters of the heart. Venus 
enters your reclusive 12th house 
on Wednesday, prompting you to 
leave behind any relationship-adjacent 
drama. Currently coupled? Even you 
might feel more solitary for a little 
while, potentially settling into “hermit” 
mode and cozying up with a hot 
beverage on your own. Your partner 
may need you to explain how you need 
to nourish your own spirit -- perhaps 
you can remind them that unless you 
fill your own cup, you won’t have 
anything to offer. Single Capricorns 
may want to sign up for a retreat that 
helps you reflect on love. Romantic 
enlightenment is genuinely possible.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Love is a mixed bag this week. On 
the one hand, with Venus moving into 
your social 11th house on Wednesday, 
there should be plenty of opportunities 
for you to meet people at parties or 
during other events. New romantic 
opportunities are definitely possible. 
On the less fun hand, Mars is still 
retrograde in your true love sector. This 
Thursday, Mars will also grumble at 
nebulous Neptune, creating a haze of 
confusion around matters of the heart. If 
you’re in a relationship with someone, 
you might feel like you’ve been a fool 
about something important. If single, 
you may feel like you can’t trust your 
own judgment. Proceed with caution.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
You might be feeling a little extra 

concern regarding how your partner 
makes you look. Is this person elevating 
your status and helping you grow, or are 
they mainly dragging you down? These 
are the questions you could be forced to 
answer once Venus moves to the top of 
your chart on Wednesday. This house 
is highly connected to your reputation 
and public status, so having Venus there 
may spur you to ensure that your mate 
is a positive influence on your goals. If 
single, you could find yourself attracted 
to your boss or another VIP who has 
something to do with your career. The 
feeling might be mutual!

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Chrisnor Monde is applying for the renewal of a Beer Liquor License 
for the year 2023 to operate “Maranatha Shop” located at #146 Antelope  
Street, Belize City, Belize District

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
act Chapter 150 Revised Edition 2011, that  YanJun Cao is applying 
for the renewal of a Publican Special License for 2023-24,  to be 
operated as MJ’s dragon II located at #24 Forest Drive, Belmopan, 
Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Mohammed rahman Ziaur  is applying for the renewal of a Shop 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to operate “ZIa Grocery Shop” located 
at #9 Croton Lane, Belize City, Belize District

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Julissa Susana Brakeman, is applying for the renewal of a Malt 
and Cider Liquor  License  for the year 2023 to be operated at “d  & 
Jay’s Cool spot”, located at La Democracia Village, Belize District.

Liquor License Notice

noTICe

WeST Tone enTerPrISeS, InC.
(“the Company”)

 
Notice is hereby given to all interested 

parties that WeST Tone enTerPrISeS, 
InC. incorporated under the Belize IBC Act 
(Chapter 270), commenced dissolution on 

november 11th, 2022, and Ms. rita dorisel 
Mitre diaz, of Panama, Dist. De Panama, 

Correg. De San Francisco, Boca La Caja, Calle 
Federico Velasque {Calle 73 Sur}, SF4665 
Edificio San Francisco Bay Torre 200 Apto 
13 C Piso 13 Detras De Roadsters Diner, is 

the Liquidator of the Company. Any claims 
against the Company should be forwarded to 
the Liquidator (Email: rmitre@panacredit.

com or ritamitrediaz@gmail.com or Telephone 
Number: +50762276533) by December 11th, 

2022.
 

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent
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Belize continues to recover 
from the damages of Hurricane 
Lisa. However, it has left a 
few ripples on Belize’s Gross 
Domestic Product.

Chief Executive Officer 
of the Ministry of Economic 
Development Dr.  Osmond 
Martinez has told the media that 
Hurricane Lisa has had an impact 
because, for example, Santander 
has suffered losses of about 4 
to 7% in the final production. 
In the southern part of Orange 
Walk where some papaya farmers 
were starting to export, they 
have also suffered some losses. 
Some micro, small, and medium 
enterprises’ MSMEs’ who are in 
the agro-productive sector also 
suffered some damages from 
Hurricane Lisa.

“Any loss is a loss but in 
addition to that there is a loss that 
normally has not been measured,” 
he said.

Hurricane Lisa also affected 
Belize’s economy indirectly. 

Then there is the opportunity 
cost and so for example during 
the time that the hurricane was 
coming many tourists canceled 
their vacation to come to Belize. 
Many tourists left before, so the 
spending that was to come to the 
country is not there--so that is 
also a loss.

According to Martinez, when 
you do an economic analysis, 
you look at all losses because 
of damages caused by climate 
change and natural disasters. 
Another dent is that the airport 
was closed, and the country 
practically was locked down for 
twenty-four hours, so millions of 
dollars in transactions were lost 
during that time.

There remains a strong 
correlation between getting 
assistance to the neediest and 
Belize’s economic growth. Belize 
has so far been assisted by the 
United States and Taiwan; other 
foreign partners have also begun 
their assistance programs.

Hurricane Lisa 
Will Impact 
Belize’s GDP

Dr. Lynne Paradis and Cheri 
Mosolf from the Rotary Club of 
Red Deer and the University of 
Alberta, Canada, recently visited 
Galen University to share with 
the Faculty of Education and the 
Provost the Reading Intervention 
COVID Rescue program. These 
Rotarians have been assisting 
Belize wholeheartedly.  

Dr. Paradis has been working 
in the area of literacy development 
in Belize in collaboration with the 
Rotary Club of San Ignacio and 
the Ministry of Education for 
over 12 years. In a release Friday, 
Galen University has expressed 
that it looks forward to supporting 

the ongoing Reading Intervention 
COVID Rescue program.

Cynthia Reece from the 
Rotary Club of San Ignacio in 
response to the visit of Paradis to 
Galen has also expressed thanks 
to the Canadian educators who 
have given Belizean teachers and 
students the tremendous gift of 
literacy training.

“Our students will benefit 
from this  work for years. 
Volunteers are needed at our 
primary schools to assist with the 
Literacy Intervention program, 
catching our children up from the 
two years of classroom learning 
lost to the pandemic,” says 
Cynthia Reece. 

Rotary Club Of 
Red Deer And 

Belize

Dr. Lynne Paradis and Cheri Mosolf  visited Galen University
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The Government controlled 
Belize Telemedia Limited (BTL) 
last week announced that it 
handed over a check for 5.14 
million dollars to the Government. 
The check is representative of 
Government’s earnings from the 
telecommunications company 
as the major shareholder. It took 
most persons by surprise as 
Minister with responsibility for 
public utilities, Michel Chebat, 
gladly posed with BTL Chairman, 
Markhelm Lizarraga to receive 
the check.

I t  appears  shameless , 
since the Government has been 
doing everything in its power to 
undermine the earnings of BTL. 
In a counterintuitive maneuver, 
the Briceno administration has 
been systematically eroding 
the revenue streams of the 
government owned telecom 
provider. They have taken away 
the Microsoft licensing contract 
which was tailor-made as a yearly 
3 million dollar source of income 

for BTL. The preferred company 
which was given the contract was 
SMART, which family members 
of the Prime Minister have vested 
interests in.

The Government has also 
sought to change the telephone 
provider to most government 
ministries and again they have 
gone with SMART, a company 
in which the Prime Minister’s 
family members have a vested 
interest.

It was then, almost like a 
slap in the face when, despite 
every effort being made by the 
executive to tear BTL apart, 
that the Government is still 
reaping the benefits from the 
Government-owned asset. We 
dare say that if the efforts to 
undermine BTL’s revenue streams 
were not as aggressive as what 
the Briceno administration have 
been embarking on, the dividend 
would definitely have been a lot 
more than what the Government 
received.      

Shameless 
Plundering Of BTL

noTICe

arISe InTernaTIonaL Co., LTd.
(“the Company”)

 Notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 

Companies & Corporate Affairs Registry with 
effect from november 10th, 2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

Michel Chebat accepts check from Markhelm Lizarraga

The Belize Zoo and Tropical 
Education Center were severely 
impacted by Hurricane Lisa 
which passed over Belize on 
Wednesday, November 2nd. 
Thankfully, their staff, and all 
the critters, are safe, but the 
damage to the animals’ habitats 
and pathways is extensive.

As a result, the Belize Zoo 
remains closed until further 
notice. The staff at the Belize Zoo 
will now focus their energies on 
providing care to their beloved 
wildlife while they work to 
restore “the best little zoo in the 
world.” 

A release from the Belize 
Zoo on their Instagram states as 
follows: We are grateful to all our 
supporters and colleagues who 
have reached out, and we will be 
posting regular updates on our 
progress as we work towards 

opening our gates once more.
Members of staff at the 

Belize Zoon continue with the 
cleanup last week. They have 
so far managed to clear up the 
pathways at the front and remove 
limbs from the King Vulture 
habitat. The Amazon parrots and 
Hoodwink--the Spectacled Owl--
are some of the first to head back 
into their habitats. The parrots are 
very vocal and seem happy to be 
back. Winds from Lisa damaged 
the deck leading to the Howler 
Monkeys.

The Belize Zoo is welcoming 
monetary donations to aid 
recovery and repair efforts. To 
contribute, visit www.belizezoo.
org and click the “Donate” button 
on the top right corner. For more 
information on how to assist, 
contact +501-613-4966, or email 
education@belizezoo.org.

The Belize Zoo Impacted By 
Hurricane Lisa

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Kimberly Soberanis of #1317 Crown 
Cone avenue, apt 9, Belize City, Belize, 
having made sworn deposition that Policy 
No F01112666 issued by Sagicor Life Inc. 
has been declared lost, and having made 

application to the Directors to grant a duplicate 
of the same, notice is hereby given that unless 

objection is raised within one month of the 
date hereof, the duplicate policy asked for will 

be issued.
dated november 16th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

Belize Zoo sustained major damage as a result of Hurricane Lisa
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An autobiography, entitled 
‘My First Seventy-Five Years’ 
written by Inez Sanchez is now 
available at a bookstore near you. 
The 270-page book was printed 

by Vassargroup Publishing and 
provides a rare inside view of 
the development of education in 
Belize. 

Inez Sanchez recorded in 

his book that no matter how 
humble your beginnings or how 
economically poor your situation 
is, it is really where you set your 
goals that matters. He was born 
in Corozal Town in 1932. His 
parents Isabel Marcial Sanchez 
and Fortunata Donatilda Yeh 
taught him the culture of hard 
work, commitment, persistence, 
and the will to succeed. 

Sanchez did his Associate 
Degree at  the Insti tute of 
Education at London University, 
a Bachelor of Education Degree 
at the University of Calgary 
in Canada, and a Master of 
Arts degree at the University 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 
England. 

In his early upbringing, 
Sanchez had a slate and a slate 

pencil. He wrote his lessons on a 
slate, erased them, and repeated 
the process. When exercise books 
were introduced, he wrote with 
pen and ink. The ink came in 
small blue or black and the pen 
was a wooden holder with a metal 
nib attached to the thicker end. 
To write, he dipped the nib in the 
ink, wrote until the nib ran dry, 
and dipped again. The pen and 
ink were soon replaced by the 
fountain pen. 

He  documents  in  h i s 
book, The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization UNESCO 
Mission Report 1964 part of 
which he showed as follows: 
Government further reaffirms 
its adherence to the principle 
of the cooperation between 
church and state in running the 
country’s educational system. The 
government, however, cannot but 
agree with the UNESCO Mission, 
that the time has come when 
steps must be taken to contain 
fragmentation, duplication, and 
overlapping in the provision of 
school facilities, Government 
has, therefore, decided that it 
will seek the cooperation of 
the denominations in order to 
avoid fragmentation, duplication 
and overlapping. According to 
Sanchez, this was where the 
control of the Denominational 
System “…would remain, up to 
the time of writing.”

In his service to Education 
during the 1958 to 1961 time 
period, Sanchez also documents 
this interplay of the Church-State 
System in the management of 
education. The Church/State 
System of Management was in 
operation where considerable 
powers were vested in the managing 
authorities. The school belonged 
to the respective churches, and 
the denominational manager 
“…hired, fired, transferred and 
otherwise, disciplined with 
the approval of the Director of 
Education.”

Inez Sanchez would rise to 
serve Belize as Chief Education 
Officer between 1978 and 1987. 
He reached the mandatory 
retirement age of 55 years. But 
before leaving his pen to rest, he 
recommended in his book that the 
retirement age of all Government 
employees be raised without 
delay to 65 years.

The Book by Inez Sanchez

Inez Sanchez
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