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Maritime trade in Belize City 
came to a standstill on Thursday 
January 20th after waterfront 
workers, stevedores, at the Port 
of Belize Limited decided to go 
on strike. As a result the entire 
business sector in Belize City 
has been losing hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on a daily 
basis. The Guardian spoke to one 
importer who explained that as a 
result of the strike, every day that 
the ship in which his product is 
brought in is not unloaded it is 
costing his company in excess 
of 15 thousand U.S. dollars per 
day. 

The stevedores bone of 
contention is that they are owned 

monies after the sugar producer 
ASR/BSI had decided last year 
to take their business to the port 
at Big Creek. This has meant 
loss of crucial income for the 
stevedores. They say that as a 
result of the move, they are owed 
compensation for them being 
declared redundant. While the 
stevedores are asking for their 
money, they have in effect put 
maritime trade in Belize City to 
a grinding halt.

Six days into the strike 
and the business community is 
complaining loudly that they need 
their products to be offloaded. 
They say the longer those remain 
on the ships, the more expensive 

the products will become and 
there will come a time when it 
will cause critical shortages in 
basic commodities.

Tone deaf to the entire 
situation, it was not until 6 days 
after the strike begun that Minister 
of Logistic, Michel Chebat 
decided to become engaged. 
He was locked in an all-day 
meeting with representatives for 
both the Port of Belize as well 
as the stevedores on Wednesday 
January 26. However there has 
still been no resolution to the 
impasse.

Meanwhile,  the Prime 
Minister, Johnny Briceno told 
the media that the stevedores 
never asked for intervention and 
as such he was not prepared to 
give them any attention. 

His statement is one that took 
many in the business community 
by surprise as he has professed 
that his forte is business. By his 
actions or rather his inaction, it is 
evident that he simply does not 
care for either the business houses 
or the stevedores in this matter of 
urgent national importance.

When we spoke to some of 
the stevedores, they claimed that 
they have no faith in the Prime 
Minister as he has never attended 

to their needs. They point out to 
the most recent dispute between 
cane farmers and BSI/ASR in 
the northern part of the country 
and the quick response the Prime 
Minister gave that sector to try 
to reach an amicable solution 
to their problems. The same 
cannot be said for the stevedores 
who are being left to fend for 
themselves.

Stevedores and Port of Belize Still in Disagreement

Stevedores have been off the job for a week
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On Wednesday, January 
26, The Guardian Newspaper 
published the following article 
on its Facebook page:

“New Prado for Ministry of 
the Blue Economy 

The Guardian has been 
supplied with images of a new 
Toyota Prado which was this 
week acquired for the use in the 
Ministry of the Blue Economy. 
This kind of lavish spending 
points to the unfairness of the 
Government of the day where 
public officers are still suffering 
from a 10% salary cut. Meanwhile 
those in charge are living high off 

the hog.”
No sooner had the article 

been posted than we were served 
with a claim for Libel by Hon. 
Abner ‘Andre’ Perez, in a letter 
penned by an Attorney, Jose M. 
Alpuche. In the correspondence 
the attorney asserts that, “The 
image that you published is of a 
vehicle that my client obtained 
using his own funds and for his 
personal use. The vehicle does 
not belong to the Government 
of Belize nor any department or 
statutory body. No funds from 
taxpayers were used to acquire 
the vehicle.” 

New Toyota Prado for Minister of Blue Economy

New Toyota Prado owned by Minister of the Blue Economy 

While at the time of the 
publication the Guardian was 
uncertain as to who the vehicle 
belonged to, the good Minister 
has now himself admitted that he 
is able to afford such a luxurious 
vehicle while Teachers, Public 
Officers, Soldiers, Police Officers 
and Coast Guard personnel are 
suffering from a 10% salary cut.

We at the Guardian, thank 

the good minister for verifying 
that there are those who have 
recently been elected who in 
fact are able to afford such 
expensive commodities while 
the masses of the people suffer 
with extraordinarily high prices 
of basic commodities, fuel, and 
unending increases in taxes at 
the hands of a cold and uncaring 
administration. 

Andre Perez

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs announced on Monday 
January 24 that 8 persons who 
said they wanted to seek asylum 
in Belize escaped into Mexico. 

As we had reported last week, 
a COPA flight from Panama had 
entered into the country with 38 
passengers who were not allowed 
entry because they did not have 
return tickets, had very little 
funds to sustain themselves and 
had bogus hotel reservations. 

As a result on Saturday 
January 22, most of the passengers 
were returned to Panama. Others 
who were tested positive for 

Covid-19 remained at the Best 
Western Belize Biltmore Plaza 
Hotel until they are deemed safe 
to travel. 

There were 8 who expressed 
an interest to seek asylum and 
were released into the custody of 
an NGO Help for Progress at the 
request of UNHCR. These 8 were 
taken into a shelter in Belmopan 
but left there and simply made 
their way to Mexico. 

As a result of this incident, 
the Immigration department 
will institute strong protocols to 
prevent incidents like these from 
reoccurring.

Asylum Seekers 
Escape

38 passengers were refused entry into Belize The Mayor of San Ignacio/
Santa Elena has received a letter 
from the Ministry of Rural 
Transformation in which it 
attempts to dictate to the Mayor on 
how to run the affairs of the Town 
Board. In the correspondence, the 
Director of Local Government, 
Clifford King, tells Mayor Earl 
Trapp that, “it is the view of the 
Ministry, that the Mayor has no 
legal basis to reject, deny or delay 
the decision of the council to 
appoint a Town Administrator.” 
It goes on to state that “In this 
regard, it is fervent anticipation 
of the Ministry that the decision 
of the Council be acceded to 

and for the appointment of the 
Town Administrator be finalized 
immediately.”

The dictatorial letter is one 
that is the latest maneuver by 
the PUP to have an unqualified 
individual to be appointed as the 
Town Administrator. 

When we spoke with Mayor 
Earl Trapp, he told the Guardian 
that he is seeking legal advice 
and preliminarily, he is told that 
the Ministry has no authority  
or legal basis to dictate how 
any municipal body is run. He 
says that he will not accede to 
any demand that sees counter 
productivity in the running of the 
affairs of the council. 

Ministry of Rural 
Transformation Tries To 

Dictate to SISE Mayor

Ministry of Rural Transformation attempts to usurp Mayor’s authority
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Liquor License Notice

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that Margarita e. Venegas is applying for the Renewal 
of a Shop Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at 
“hyde Shop” located in Buena  Vista Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Kevin Glenn reyes is applying for a Renewal of a  restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “K & J Pool 
and restaurant” located in Esperanza Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Mericie Vasquez is applying for a Shop Liquor License for the year 2022 to 
operate “el Gato Verde” located at Arizona, Teakettle Village, Cayo District..

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, 
Revised Edition 2000, that Jose r Sierra is applying for 
restuarant  Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate 
“Garden deli” located at Santa Familia Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
ollie Fisher is applying for the Renewal of a Malt and Cider 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Ghan eden 
Belize Limited” at Agua Clara, Frank’s Eddy Village, Cayo District.

The PUP was built off the 
backs of the stevedores and the 
Christian Workers Union, but 
if one were to look at how the 
Johnny Briceño administration 
(PUP administration) is handling 
the present work stoppage at the 
Port of Belize Ltd, one would 
not believe that they were the 
ones championing the cause of 
the stevedores back in the 1950s 
, 60s, 70s, 80s, and as late as two 
years ago when they were trying 
to get elected .

Now that they have been 
elected, just as they did before, 
they  have  abandoned the 
stevedores and the ordinary man 
and have sided with their LORD 
AND MASTER. So far since the 
work stoppage started some (2) 
two week ago, nothing has been 
said or done by the government 
to try to help to get a resolution 
to the dispute. 

O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  t h e 
government tried “UNION 
BUSTING”, By attempting to 
send in members of the Belize 
Defense Force, to offload and 
load ships. That attempt failed 
and only infuriated the stevedores, 
which made matters worse. Now 
they are planning to have the 
ships sail south to the Big Creek 
Port , where non-union workers 
and or BDF Soldiers will be used 
to offload and load the ships . 

The unionized stevedores 
have already indicated that they 
will have none of that. Several 
stevedores we have spoken to 
have indicated to us that they 
will ensure that some of their 
members will be at the Big Creek 
Port, and some will remain at the 
Port of Belize Ltd in Belize City. 
They say that they will protect 
their bread and butter at all cost.

No Concerns 
for 

Stevedores

The PUP influence once loomed large inside the CWU and the Stevedore 
community.

www.guardian.bz

The Government of Belize 
and the Ministry of Health & 
Wellness support the Republic of 
China (Taiwan)’s participation at 
the 75th World Health Assembly 
(WHA) as an observer. The 150th 
Executive Board is meeting 
today, January 24th, in a forum 
where all the member states of 
the Region of the Americas will 
review and discuss agenda items 
of particular interest to the region. 
The meeting will address current 
issues related to public health and 
will also provide member states 
of the region with an overview of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
Taiwan has demonstrated 

its ability to effectively manage 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
country is seen as a model in 
combating the pandemic due 
to their highly effective early 
response measures, and continues 
to be applauded internationally, 
which is why Belize’s support 
for their inclusion comes at this 
critical time.    

 Taiwan has assisted Belize 
and many other countries in 
their COVID-19 response efforts 
through the donation of essential 
medical supplies and equipment, 
including surgical and N95 masks, 
protective gowns, and ventilators. 
In addition, through the Taiwan 
ICDF, Taiwan has partnered with 
the Nephrology Society to launch 
an online introductory training 
course on kidney disease. Belize, 
therefore, considers Taiwan’s 
participation as an observer in the 
WHA imperative.  

 
The Government of Belize 

remains committed to the joint 
efforts led by the World Health 
Organization and reiterates its 
support for the inclusion of the 
Republic of China (Taiwan) as an 
observer at the 75th WHA to help 
in the fight against COVID-19, 
its emerging variants and sharing 
of critical information on genetic 
sequencing. Taiwan’s expertise 
and input will benefit all member 
states in the global health fight 
against COVID-19.  

Belize Supports Taiwan’s 
Participation at the 75th 
World Health Assembly



The GuardIanPage 5 Sunday, January 30, 2022

 

VACANCY: JOB OPPORTUNITY 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Marine Department. In the Port’s 
continued effort to promote diversity both males/females, able/ differently abled are encouraged to apply for the available post. 

BOAT CAPTAIN 

Reports to: Marine Manager 
 
Summary of Responsibilities: The primary duty of the Boat Captain is to safely navigate the vessel of which he has in command. 
The captain has absolute authority relating to the safe conduct of his voyage and he alone shall make determinations regarding 
the safety of his vessel, crew and passengers, including when put to the sea. This post is fun and challenging, come prepared for a 
new venture.  

Job Responsibilities: 

Operate and navigate all Port of Belize Limited vessels under command in a safe and efficient manner. 
Ensure that the Pilots Launches are always in a state of readiness to perform its function.  Be thoroughly familiar with 
the duties of a Captain/Engineer as contained in Belize Port Authority Mariner’s Handbook. 
Provide proper accounting for all fuel and lubricants and for spare parts used in repairs and maintenance including a 
log Book for each vessel. 
Ensure the safe handling of hazardous material in compliance with current safety precautions and environmental 
protection laws and regulations in the procurement, stowage and disposal of such materials. 
Ensure that the Pilots & Stevedores embarking and disembarking from ship are done in a safe and efficient manner. 
Follow proper and comprehensive preventative maintenance program for the Pilot Launches as provided and assist to 
effect repairs to engines of the Pilot Launch. 
In time of emergency or danger, when in command, give proper and clear instructions. 
Inspect Vessels, check fuel levels, major shipboard systems, navigational lights and sound devices. 
Ensure all safety devices are onboard and in good working order. 
Complete Pre & Post voyage check list.  
Any other duties of a related nature assigned from time to time. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

Minimum High School Diploma. 
5 years’ boat handling experience preferred (minimum Class B). 
Possess a valid Boat Captain License Class C. 
Knowledge of maritime laws and regulations 

Required Skills, Knowledge and Characteristics: To be selected applicants must possess the following important characteristics:  
Firm Knowledge of marine craft communication and problem –solving skills. 
Must have the ability to adapt to changing conditions and respond to emergency situations. 
Able to easily multi-task and work independently. 
Team Oriented, Punctual, and Ethical 

 
Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 

To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, valid 
police report, name and phone number of two(2) previous employers. 

Email to: 
jobapplications@portofbelize.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday, January 31st, 2022. 

As the pr ices  on fuel 
products rise to record highs at 
midnight tonight, the United 
Democratic Party calls on the 
Briceno Administration to deliver 
on their commitment to keeping 

the prices of fuel below the $10 
per gallon mark.

With each shipment comes 
another increase and the Prime 
Minister keeps sucking more and 
more out of our pockets in taxes 

on fuel. This is unsustainable. 
This is unacceptable because 
the burden he is putting on the 
Belizean people is just way too 
much. We are at a breaking point 
and the Prime Minister needs 
to act as soon as possible. We 
believe without a doubt that the 
government is overtaxing the 
Belizean people on fuel. Belizeans 
are totally and completely one 
hundred percent dissatisfied 
with the high cost of fuel. The 
UDP demands and knows that 
government can and should 
immediately reduce the taxes on 
all fuel by at least two dollars. 

The people of Belize elected 
Briceno and the PUP because 
they promised a better life for 
all. Instead, we have seen over 
fifty increases in fuel prices with 
not one single attempt to ease 
the burden on consumers. We 
remind the nation that under a 

UDP administration, mitigating 
measures were put in place when 
external circumstances caused 
sharp increases in fuel prices. 
Those measures included, the 
government absorbing the price 
increase; the government capping 
tax take at a reasonable level 
and changing the tax formula to 
provide relief at the pumps. 

This Briceno Administration 
has not attempted to ease the 
fuel tax burden on Belizeans, 
even once passing on a one-
cent increase to consumers. We 
remind Briceno that fuel prices 
impact the acquisition costs on all 
goods. The now weekly increases 
in fuel prices have Belizeans 
struggling to meet basic needs as 
the prices of all goods continue 
to rise proportionally. The UDP 
calls on this government to act 
by easing the taxes on fuel by no 
less than two dollars.

UDP Calls on Briceno Government to Ease 
Gas Tax by $2

Prices of fuel have been steadily increasing over the past year
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Traffic Fatality in Cayo

VACANCY: JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the IT Department. In the 
Port’s continued effort to promote diversity, both females/males, are encouraged to apply for the available post. 
 

IT SUPPORT TECHNICIAN 

Reports to: IT Supervisor 
 
Summary of Responsibilities:  The IT Service Desk is the central point of contact for all IT related incidents 
and service requests. The role of the IT Support Technician is to provide second line support for all team 
members Port of Belize Limited. An IT Support Technician is responsible for resolving complex support 
requests with computer hardware, software, and network systems, as well as meeting customer 
satisfaction and continuous service delivery demands. Provides research and support for new technologies to 
be used within our environment. IT Support staff work in a dynamic, fast-paced environment which 
provides services over the phone, through e-mail, phone, and in person. 

 
Job Responsibilities: 

1. Diagnose and resolve software and hardware incidents, including operating system and across a 
range of software applications. 

2. Assist all users with any logged IT related incident when called upon. 
3. Manage IT Department Inventory and Provide Monthly report. 
4. Upgrade Windows Operating systems and Microsoft office applications. 
5. Active Directory Management - Create and Manage Domain User accounts. 
6. Administrate TOS (Terminal Operating System) OCTOPI and CMMS. 
7. Coordinate with Software Vendors regarding application issues and new features, roll outs, etc.  
8. Supervised daily backups and test weekly/monthly backup integrity. 
9. Manage and control the implementation of new IT systems, and the ongoing refinement of existing 

systems.  
10. Ensuring that systems and applications are optimized and effective, and that necessary support skills 

are in place. 
11. Able to manage and troubleshoot VLANS Networking issues (Local Network, Surveillance 

Network, and VOIP network) 
12. Able to run and create queries in SQL and produce reports when needed undertaking other duties 

not specially stated which from time to time are necessary without altering the nature or level of 
responsibility. 

13. You are required to assist the IT support functions at other Waterloo Investment Holdings Ltd. 
entities from time to time any other duties that may be assigned of a related nature.  

Job qualifications/Requirements: 
Associates Degree or equivalent Technical Certificates 
Minimum 3-5 years’ experience in (VOIP, VLANS, Network, Protocols, Virtual Environment-SQL/VB, 
MS Server environment, Windows Operating System) 
Knowledgeable in SQL/VB or equivalent (3-5 years) database/application development & 
manipulation 
 

Skills/Competencies: 
Ability to work independently  
Able to work flexible hours 
Strong analytical skills 
Critical Thinker 

 
Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 
 
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social 
security card, Valid police record, name and phone number of two (2) previous employers. 

 
Applications should be emailed to: 

 jobapplications@portofbelize.com 
Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday, January 31st, 2022. 
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Doctor Melissa Diaz-Musa, 
Deputy Regional Health Manager 
in the Central Health Region 
has informed the media that 
the Omicron variant has been 
detected via gene-sequencing by 
the Central Medical Laboratory. 
The predictions are that in the 
next few weeks; especially in 
February, Belize will be back to 
pre-Omicron numbers. 

The Central Medical Lab 
has been able to carry our gene 
sequencing since October of 
last year. From the last two or 
three batches of swabs gene-
sequenced, it continued to show 
the predominance of Delta. 
However, from the 42 swabs that 
were selected from December 
twentieth to January second, 
2022, the results showed that 35 
samples presented Omicron. 

From the start of this fourth 
wave, the Belize District has had 
the highest rate of transmission, 
followed by the Cayo District. 

These two areas are the most 
populated in the Country. From 
around December twenty-ninth, 
there was a detectable shift in 
the number of cases presented at 
health facilities. Experts became 
aware then that epidemiologically 
the pattern of COVID-19 had 
changed.  

At the clinical level, the 
doctors were reporting that they 
were seeing much more upper 
respiratory tract illness, with 
congestion, sore throat and more 
flu-like symptoms. It then became 
obvious that Omicron was present 
as the numbers started to multiply 
with time.  There was an eight 
percent positivity rate in one 
week, followed by a twenty-
six percent the next week. But 
according to the epidemiologist, 
Belize will be peaking in the 
next few days, followed by a 
plateau, then a downward trend 
after that. 

COVID-19 is now known 
to have its greatest impact on 
the unvaccinated. So, the status 
on the level of vaccination in 
the Country is important to 
everyone. 

Currently, there are more 
than 338,000 vaccines on hand. 
As of 17th January 2022, 212,080 
persons or 49.3 percent of the 
total population had received at 
least one dose of the vaccine, and 
201,930 or 46.9 percent of the 
total population has been fully 
vaccinated. 

Additionally, over 24,905 

booster shots have been issued 
to date. Also, 24,683 Belizeans, 
aged 12 to 17 years old, have 
received at least one dose of the 
vaccine.  

D r.  Te d r o s  A d h a n o m 
Ghebreyesus, from the World 
HealthOrganization is highly 
concerned that Omicron being 
more transmissible, circulating 
at the same time as Delta - is 
leading to a tsunami of cases 
across the Globe. If Omicron 
does cause less severe disease 
than previous variants, the sheer 
number of infections could still 
result in a similar or greater 
number of severe cases. “The 
transmissibility alone is such a 
big factor, just in terms of how 
quickly outbreaks can grow,” says 
Natalie Dean, a biostatistician at 
Emory University. “Even if just a 
small fraction of [Omicron cases] 
go on to severe disease,” that’s 
still a lot of cases, she notes. 

The assumption that Omicron 
may be milder is based in part on 
a report from a hospital in South 
Africa, one of the countries where 
the variant was first identified. 
This report found that many of 
the people infected with Omicron 
were already in the hospital for 
other reasons, and their infection 
was detected incidentally. It also 
found that fewer COVID patients 
were admitted to intensive care 
and that a smaller percentage 
of them needed supplemental 
oxygen, compared with patients 
in previous waves. Furthermore, 
many of the earliest reported 
Omicron cases in Europe and the 
U.S. were mild to moderate. 

With the rise of COVID 
19 cases in the West, Belize’s 
Salvation Army has deemed it fit 
to respond. 

“I t  is  very important , 
especially with Omicron to follow 
the [health] protocols,” says 
Major Johnson Kelvin, District 
Commander of the Salvation 
Army whilst donating masks and 
other items to the San Ignacio 
Community Hospital on Friday. 
(The Salvation Army can be 
reached at 227-3365.)

The Omicron Variant is in Belize

See News 
in the 

Making?
Call the Guardian 

Guardian
Newspaper 

207-5346

noTICe
Vacation ownership Marketing Services, 

Ltd.
        Med Tourism Staffing Ltd.

(“the Companies”)

Notice is hereby given that the Companies 
have been dissolved and struck off the Belize 

International Corporate Affairs Registry with effect 
from January 21st, 2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

noTICe
Woodstone Investments Limited

Corundserve Ltd.
(“the Companies”)

Notice is hereby given that the Companies 
have been dissolved and struck off the Belize 

International Corporate Affairs Registry with effect 
from January 13th, 2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
You know, more than anything 

else, that you need to be with someone 
who is your equal. This week, in 
particular, you should not have to 
tolerate anything less! It may be too 
easy to dumb yourself down in order to 
date someone who doesn’t appreciate 
you, but as determined Venus in 
Capricorn turns direct on Saturday, 
you can learn to overcome that urge. 
This unfortunate pattern doesn’t have 
to rule your life. You’re independent, 
self-sufficient, ambitious, and can be a 
total success. You deserve a counterpart 
who completely supports you rather 
than one that tries to bring you down 
to their level.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
This week can serve as a karmic 

wrap-up period for your beliefs and 
standards in love. You’ve probably 
been re-evaluating them ever since 
Venus turned retrograde on December 

19. As she finally moves direct this 
Saturday, you can put every lesson 
you’ve learned into action. The greatest 
realization you might make is that you 
are the one who’s been limiting yourself 
because of your incorrect assumptions 
about love, a lover, or how romance 
should look on paper. In reality, it’s 
never that neat! Coming to terms with 
this reality without compromising your 
strong internal standards probably 
hasn’t been easy, but it will be worth 
it in the end!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You may notice a real shift in your 

psyche this week -- one that makes you 
much more courageous when it comes 
to fighting your personal demons. 
These demons are most likely about 
love and intimacy. Mars moves into 
your 8th House of Intensity on Monday, 
helping you “attack” any dark matters 
that have been holding you back. Since 
Venus has been retrograde in this area of 

your chart since mid-December, you’ve 
actually had an opportunity to identify 
exactly what those issues are and how 
they’ve hurt rather than helped you in 
love. Venus turns direct on Saturday. 
It’s time for aggressive healing!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
Some major revisions to your 

plans for love have likely been 
percolating in your mind. Emotional 
Venus has been retrograding in your 
partnership sector since mid-December, 
prompting you to really think about 
your style of romantic commitment. 
For some Cancerians, this may have led 
to the realization that a relationship is no 
longer sustainable. For others, it could 
have been more about seeing the value 
in another person and appreciating 
them again. And in some cases, it was 
all about you! Ask yourself if you’ve 
built any emotional walls out of past 
pain or fear. This week, Venus turns 
direct and assertive Mars enters your 
partnership sector as well. You’re 
ready to implement the changes on 
the outside that have occurred within!

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
When it comes to love, you’ve 

probably been willing to put in the work, 
and now it’s time to see what you’ll get 
from it. Venus has been retrograde since 
mid-December, creating a necessary 
pause in your love life happenings and 
allowing you to evaluate whether or not 
something in that area is working for 
you. This could have been a specific 
relationship, but it may have been about 
your approach to reciprocity in love 
and dating as a whole instead. Maybe 
you’ve been giving or taking way more 
than was necessary, and if so, a course 
correction was needed. Venus turns 
direct on Saturday -- the results of her 
transit and your actions could happily 
surprise you!

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Watch out for an astrological 

soap opera affecting your relationships! 
Your 5th House of Love and Romance 
has already been heavily impacted 
-- and it’s about to get even busier. 
Sexy Mars will enter this part of your 
chart for the first time in two years on 
Monday. Then, mischievous Mercury 
will retrograde into your 5th house on 
Tuesday, and by Saturday, Venus will 
turn direct in the same area of your 
chart. Suffice to say that there might 
be a lot going on for you! You could 
be making love resolutions, reaching 
out for potential reconciliations, or 
beginning the processing of revising 
your heart space. Expect big changes 
in your love life this week, Virgo -- it’s 
time to shift your romantic world for 
the better.

 
Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22 
You probably crave a love 

connection that feels like home! If 
that isn’t your current experience in 
love, you may have been doing a lot 
of internal work to understand why 
you feel such a lack. The bottom line? 
This most likely isn’t an external 
problem at all -- in the end, it’s probably 
a “you” thing. Something has been 
sorely lacking in your world that is 
potentially connected to unresolved 
childhood dynamics. If you don’t get 
to the root of this and sort it out, you 
could always feel a hole in your heart 
-- even if you’re with the greatest love 
of your life. Thankfully, you’re more 
than capable of doing the work. You’re 
almost there!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Thoughts become things! You 

Your Horoscope may have recently come to terms with 
the fact that you are powerful enough to 
have created the current reality of your 
love life. If you’re not happy with this 
current reality, then the only thing you 
can do to change it is to write a different 
story. This is the week you make that 
change! Assertive Mars enters your 
message sector, prompting you to back 
up your words with actions, while 
Venus turns direct on Saturday in the 
same area of your chart. The love story 
you’re about to write will have a very 
different ending than stories in the past 
-- most likely a much better one!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Asserting your worth is incredibly 

important for you this week, and you 
could be about to do it in a way that makes 
a major statement. You’ve probably 
spent some time revising your concept 
of self-worth in significant ways, thanks 
to Venus moving retrograde in your 
2nd House of Personal Value. Venus 
will turn direct this Saturday, allowing 
you to finally begin implementing what 
you’ve learned. Mars will enter your 
2nd house on Monday, creating the 
surge of courage and motivation you 
finally need to stand up for yourself and 
demand what you deserve from a lover 
or love interest. It’s time to support your 
greatest ally: yourself!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
This week could bring sweeping 

changes to your love life -- and to you! 
Sexy Mars enters your sign for the first 
time in two years on Monday. This may 
feel like a sudden surge to your energy 
and libido, readying you to go after 
whatever -- and whomever -- you want. 
A deep conversation with someone you 
find incredibly attractive is possible as 
Mercury engages with Pluto on Friday. 
Then, Venus turns direct in your sign on 
Saturday, helping you wrap up all of 
the tough lessons in love you’ve been 
dealing with since December. You’re 
ready to turn the page!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
You might have felt like you’ve been on 
a very disconcerting ride lately. Venus 
has been retrograde in the most hidden 
part of your chart since mid-December. 
This cycle has forced you to learn 
how to swim in the murky, uncertain 
waters of love and to surrender to its 
possibilities -- even if you’ve drowned 
in confusing love issues in the past. 
In fact, a negative love history makes 
taking a chance right now even more 
important. With Venus turning direct 
on Saturday, it’ll soon be time to get 
started and put yourself out there. The 
only way to heal the wounds of love 
is to have the courage to love. You’ve 
got this!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
 You may be ready to make 

some changes in your social life -- and 
whenever you do this, your love life 
possibilities could immediately shift 
as well. Assertive Mars enters your 
friendship sector on Monday, and 
Venus will turn direct in the same area 
of your chart on Saturday. The courage 
to go after someone you’re attracted 
to in your social circle will be strong! 
You also could have spent the last 
few weeks re-evaluating your greatest 
hopes, wishes, and dreams around 
matters of the heart. Once Venus turns 
direct, you should be able to move in 
whatever direction you need in order 
to start manifesting them. There are so 
many beautiful opportunities coming 
your way!

noTICe
dynamic Global holdings Ltd.

(“the Company”)

 notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 

International Corporate Affairs Registry with effect 
from January 13th, 2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent
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The National Garifuna 
Council NGC released on Friday its 
review of major accomplishments 
for 2021. During that period the 
NGC undertook projects geared 
towards sustainability. 

The NGC began as a non-
governmental organization 
( N G O )  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e 
preservation of Garifuna culture 
and the advancement of the 
Garifuna People in December 
1981. The vision of the NGC is 
to become an integrated cultural 
group that preserves heritage 
(History, language, food, clothing 
& spirituality) or Garifunaduáü 
in its totality from generation 
to generation in a sustainable 
manner in Belize and beyond.

NGC’s National Executive 
is chosen from the Board of 
Directors made up of delegates 
from the 12 branches (Libertad, 
Orange Walk, Belize City, San 
Pedro, Belmopan, San Ignacio, 
Dangriga, Hopkins, Seine Bight, 
Georgetown, Punta Gorda, and 
Barranco), founding members 
and co-opted members.

NGC has embarked on 
a project funded by Cultural 
Survival Keepers of the Earth 

Fund  and  en t i t l ed  “Food 
Sovereignty for the Garifuna 
People of Belize” which aims to 
reconnect the Garifuna people 
with nature and the land by 
promoting traditional Garifuna 
food. This will also lead to a 
healthy community that will be 
eating the food they plant. This 
project will support backyard 
gardening by women and youths 
within the Garifuna communities 
and training on land preparation, 

maintenance, and care of the 
plants, accounting for the costing 
and pricing of products. There 
will also be root crops planted, 
including bitter cassava, sweet 
cassava, yam, cocoa, along with 
vegetables, herbs, and traditional 
medicinal plants. There are plans 
for a nursery and small-scale 
agro-processing being done on-
site. NGC owns property at 
Monument Site in Dangriga 
Town and will be using this land 

to do the initial planting. 
Then on January 21, 2021, 

members of NGC met with the 
Minister of Human Development, 
People & Indigenous Peoples’ 
Affairs, the Minister of State 
and the Chief Executive Officer. 
Discussions centered around the 
Ministry’s commitment to respect 
the rights of the indigenous 
people, engagement of the 
indigenous people, development 
of indigenous communities, the 
definition of the Ministry, and 
recognition of indigenous land 
rights. NGC also requested to 
be a member of the Maya Lands 
Rights Commission since the 
commission’s judgments will 
have an impact on the Garifuna 
population. 

A u  B u n ,  A m ü r ü  N u 
Hagabüribei Garinagu; Awanse 
Wamá Lau: ‘I for You, You for Me’ 
Is the Garifuna Way; Let Us Move 
Forward is the theme under which 
the November Celebrations were 
observed in 2021. The activities 
focused on Garifuna identity, 
spirituality, and perseverance 
within the limitations dictated by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

National Garifuna Council Releases Review

Garifuna people celebrating Garifuna Settlement Day
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The Belize Sugar Industries 
Ltd. (BSI) has sent out a release 
to inform the general public that 
there is an inordinate amount of 
‘extraneous material’ entering 
the mill. 

In the release BSI notes 
that, “While the mud levels at 
this time are within the normal 
acceptable parameters, materials 
such as metal, rocks and ruble are 
unusually high. These extraneous 
materials are of great concern 
as they can lead to catastrophic 
breakdowns and direct destruction 
of mill equipment which can 

affect cane throughput (quantity 
of cane milled), sugar extraction 
efficiencies and significant lost 
time that can result in standing 
cane.”

According to BSI’s public 
relations manager, William Neal, 
the company saw it necessary to 
let the general public know of the 
concerns the mill is facing as well 
as other stakeholders. Neal says 
that based on delivery schedules, 
the mill can ascertain in which 
delivery group the extraneous 
materials are found. He called 
on the regulatory body, the Sugar 

Cane Production Committee to 
intervene and if possible issuing 
penalties to offending groups. 

In the release the it states 
that, “We are hopeful that the 
evidence collected is due to 
oversights at some point in the 
field inspections during harvesting 
practices by some famers and 
not direct attempts at acts of 
sabotage to the mill.” It goes on, 
“While it can be expected that 
small metal pieces from truck 
parts or chains may end up in 
the cane feeder carriers, it is very 
unusual to see large metal objects 

BSI Complains of Foreign Materials 
in Sugar Cane Deliveries

such as floor plates, sidewalls, 
transmission axels, oil filters, 
chain holders, tubes, metal pins 
and door hinges. In fact, no metal 
should be delivered with cane. 
Any metal that passes through the 
mill deteriorates the equipment, 
compromises the reliability of the 
mill and may lead to increased 
breakdowns during the crop 
season.  Extremely worrisome 
are the larger pieces of metal 
because they can have potentially 
catastrophic consequences on the 
mill resulting in significant lost 
time or worse the premature end 
of the crop.”

Large pieces of metals found in sugar cane deliveries

Belmopan – The U.S. 
Embassy today donated four 
Ford Ranger pickup trucks 
valued at over US $206,000 
to the Belize Joint Intelligence 
Operations Centre (JIOC) for use 
in investigating and countering 
transnational organized crime in 
Belize. The donation was made 

through the U.S. government’s 
Foreign Military Financing grant 
program and coordinated through 
the U.S. Embassy’s Security 
Cooperation Office. 

The brand-new vehicles 
will support the deployment of 
JIOC assets to remote areas in 
its ongoing efforts to disrupt 

United States Donates All-Terrain Pickup 
Trucks to Support 

Anti-Trafficking Operations
and deter the illegal movement 
of drugs, people, weapons, and 
other contraband through Belize. 
The JIOC comprises members 
of the Belize Defence Force, 
Belize Coast Guard, Police 
Department, Customs and Excise 
Department, and the Immigration 
Department. 

“The United States has 
pledged our continuing assistance 
to our partner, Belize, in the 
effort to protect its people and 
sovereignty from transnational 
criminal organizations. Today’s 
donation of high-performance 
vehicles to the JIOC will facilitate 
a quicker and more effective 
response to criminal activity 
that threatens citizen security. 
As Belize’s strongest ally, the 
United States will continue to 
stand with Belize,” noted U.S. 
Embassy Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Leyla Moses-Ones. 

Joint  Intel l igence and 
Operations Center Director 
Lieutenant Commander Freddie 
Ku emphasized, “The donation 
represents another step in the long 
and fruitful relations between 
Belize and United States of 
America. The Joint Intelligence 
Operations Center’s mandate 
requires us to be able to deploy 
across the country; therefore, 
mobility is a critical component 
that we cannot do without. The 
new fleet of vehicles will enhance 
our Joint Enforcement Team’s 
ability to combat transnational 
organized crime.” 

In the past three years, the 
American people, through the U.S. 
Embassy’s Security Cooperation 
Office, have contributed over US 
$3.2 million in security assistance 
to Belize through equipment 
donations, training, and military 
education.

Pickup Trucks
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The Statistical Institute of 
Belize (SICB) has released the 
latest figures on Belize’s inflation 
rate and the numbers are exactly 
what the general population 
has been complaining about. 
According to the institution, the 
inflation rate is at a staggering 
4.9%. The organization says 
that, “for the month of December 
2021, the country experienced an 
overall national inflation rate of 
4.9 percent on the cost of goods 
and services regularly purchased 
by Belizean households. This 
was primarily driven by higher 

prices for motor vehicle fuels, 
various food items, liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG), restaurant 
services, and household cleaning 
products, when compared to the 
same month last year.”

According to SICB basic 
food items like pigtails recorded a 
47% increase. Premium Gasoline 
recorded  35.5% increase, Regular 
Gas recorded a 29% increase, 
Diesel came in with a 30.5% 
increase and Liquified Petroleum 
Gas had a 35.8% increase. Even 
a slice of cake was clocked with 
a 10.4% increase.

One of the sectors that 
registered one of the largest 
increases is the transportation 
industry. The SICB expressed 
that, “Prices within the ‘Transport’ 
category rose by a notable 18.6 
percent in December 2021 when 
compared to December 2020. 
This was mainly due to the 
continued and rapid rise within 
the ‘Fuels and Lubricants’ sub-
category, which was up by 31.4 
percent, as substantial price 
increases were seen across all 
types of motor vehicle fuel. At 
the pump, premium gasoline 
registered the highest increase, 
with the average price per gallon 
rising by $3.30 from $9.28 in 
December 2020 to $12.58 in 
December 2021. Diesel was up 
by $2.53 from $8.30 to $10.84, 
while regular gasoline rose by 
$2.67 from $9.21 in December 

of 2020 to $11.88 in December 
of 2021.”

When looked at on a district 
by district level, the SICB says 
that  Orange Walk Town recorded 
the highest inflation rate at 7.2 
percent. The institute notes that 
“Consumers in this town saw 
above average increases in prices 
for home rentals, food items, 
restaurant and accommodation 
services, laundry products, 
women’s clothing, and men’s and 
women’s haircuts. In contrast, 
Benque Viejo Del Carmen Town 
recorded the lowest inflation 
rate, with prices going up by 3.3 
percent on average.” 

All told it is quite a tell-tale 
sign that while the leaders claim 
that the economy is recovering, 
the ordinary man cannot help but 
to wonder how it is that such a 
statement can be made.

Inflation Rate Now At All-Time High

Over the past few days 
there have been record numbers 
of Covid-19 infections as of 
Wednesday January 26, there 
are 9,479 recorded infections in 
the country. There are those who 
speculate that the reason why 
the infections are spreading as 
quickly as they are is because 
persons are not staying at home 
despite them knowing that they 
are positive for the virus.

This is largely because the 
support structure that should be in 
place to ensure that people stay in 
quarantine is failing awfully. We 
were offered one such testimony 
of hundreds across the country. 
The person who spoke on the 
basis of anonymity explained the 
following:

“My wife tested positive 
upon re-entering the country 
from a medical visit. This is the 

groceries she received almost 
a month after getting back and 
getting over the covid. Although 
we are grateful for the assistance, 
we are thinking about the people 
who are not able to work due 
to being in quarantine. Would 
this really be enough to feed a 
family of 5 for a period of one 
week? No it would not. What if 
I wasn’t working and bringing 
in the groceries? This would 
have already had me breaking 
quarantine to try to get food for 
my family as it already came 
about 3 weeks late. And even if it 
was early, then I would still have 
to go out to try to find food since 
the amount would not have been 
enough for my family for 3 days 
much less a week. These people 
need to start thinking about the 
people of our country. Especially 
seeing that the numbers are going 
up so drastically.”

Covid Assistance 
Not Enough and 
Never On Time

Groceries being given as Covid assistance
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YES I AM READY! 
Yesterday, the Hon Patrick Faber announced his resignation as both Leader of the 

Opposition and Party Leader of our great United Democratic Party. I am sure for him it was 
a very difficult decision given his life-long commitment to politics and stellar contributions 
to the building of the United Democratic Party. Given the extenuating circumstances, it 
was the right thing to do and many agree, the only decision that would be palpable. My 
Colleague and Friend be assured that I will continue to hold you and your fiancé in earnest 
prayer. 

The last 14 months has been an extremely challenging time for the United Democratic 
Party. We have endured a lot: devastating losses in the most recent General and Municipal 
Elections and a less than tidy leader transition while grappling with the ravages of a global 
pandemic have been almost too heavy to bear. The good news is that our great United 
Democratic Party is both RESOLUTE and RESILIENT. All 31 elected area representatives 
and divisional care takers are fully committed to doing the work that is necessary to 
unite, heal and rebuild. More importantly we are intent on holding this new Government 
Administration to account. 

It is against this backdrop that I Tracy Panton publicly declare my interest in taking up 
the leadership mantle for the UDP. As the first woman in Belize to offer herself to lead a 
mass political party, I have no illusions that this will be easy undertaking. It is, however, 
one that I am willing to embrace fully. I take this opportunity to thank my sister colleagues 
from UDP National Organization for Women who were the first to provide their unwavering 
support for my candidacy. 

Yes, I Am Ready! I Am Ready to Lead. With the greatest amount of humility I ask for 
your support and prayers as we begin this journey together.

With love and friendship,
Tracy Panton

I STOOD UP FOR THE UDP!!!
7 months ago I stood up for the UDP and led the charge to protect the institution of the UDP.
The last 7 days I have been inundated with media requests for interviews and public comment 

regarding the crisis that has befallen our beloved UDP and the former Party Leader.
I refrained from comment because I wanted to give our Party and the former Leader the space to 

do what was in the best interest of the UDP and that is to make way for new Leadership.
That day has come thus I wish Hon. Faber well and I hereby declare to our UDP faithful and the 

entire Nation, who need a strong Opposition, that I led the charge for new leadership and reform 7 
months ago and I humbly offer myself today to be your new Leader of the great United Democratic 
Party.

I will work hand in hand with my UDP brothers and sisters from our Constituency Leaders to our 
campaigners to reform and rebuild our Party in the cities, towns and villages across our Nation.

I will lead and serve with humility, conviction, compassion, vision, inclusion, equality and unity 
to transform our beloved UDP into a formidable force that will regain the confidence and trust of the 
masses so we can serve all citizens as the next Government of Belize.

Hon. Shyne Barrow

The United Democratic 
Party is once again in the process 
of filling the position of Party 
Leader following an unfortunate 
occurrence between the current 
leader, Hon. Patrick Faber and 
his fiancé. A personal domestic 
dispute played out in the public 
domain and at the end of it all, 
Hon. Faber decided to give up 

the positions of Leader of the 
Opposition and Party Leader 
effective January 31.

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e 
announcement by the Party 
Leader, two formidable candidates 
expressed interest in leading the 
party. On one hand was Hon. 
Tracy Taegar Panton who in a 
Facebook post declared “YES 

IAM READY.” 
Meanwhile Hon. Shyne 

Barrow also via a Facebook post, 
declared “I STOOD UP FOR 
THE UDP.” 

Both formidable candidates 
will now commence the task 
of campaigning to be elected 
as the new party leader. While 
a convention date is not yet 
set, there are proposals that the 

convention be held sometime in 
March of this year.

With that it will be quite an 
interesting few days for the UDP. 
These types of conventions are 
adrenaline boosters for the party 
and it is expected that with both 
candidates giving their all to 
become the leader, the UDP will 
once again be re-energized a year 
after a great defeat at the polls.  

Candidates Express Interest In Leadership of UDP


