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The country of Belize is at 
its most patriotic season in any 
given year- this is the time when 
we celebrate our nationhood- the 

PUP Area Representative Giving 
Preference to Guatemalans

10th of September, the Battle of St. 
George’s Caye and September 21, 
our independence day. But no one 
could have told that to Jorge ‘Me-

lin’ Espat, who instead of celebrat-
ing in Belize, took time out to visit 
Guatemala. He did so to expend 
resources that are rightfully those 
for Belizean Citizens and instead 
gave it to Guatemalans.

Last week the Area Represen-
tative for Cayo West took time, as 
well as resources out to visit the 
neighboring town of Melchor de 
Mencos where he met with Gua-
temalans. He went so far as to dis-
tribute scarce Belizean resources 
of school bags and school supplies 
to children living in Guatemala. 

More than poor timing, since 
we are in the patriotic month, the 
entire ordeal reeks of treasonous 

behavior as Guatemala has an ac-
tive claim against Belize. For the 
Area Representative, who himself 
is a Guatemalan and actually does 
not vote in Belize, to have made 
such a visit, points to the kind of 
allegiance that he has.

But more than Melin being in 
Guatemala, he also took the Dep-
uty Secretary General of the PUP 
along with him. Collet Montejo 
was also there with Espat. Onlook-
ers wonder if the intention is for 
a portion of Melchor to be added 
on to the Cayo West constituency 
in the latest move by the PUP to 
Gerrymander divisions for their 
personal advancement. 

Jorge Espat and Collet Montejo held meetings in Melchor

On September 2, the Ministry 
of Infrastructure Development 
and Housing promised urgent 
relief for 11 roads in the Toledo 
District. It seems however, that 

just like everything PUP, it was 
just an empty promise. Two 
weeks after the promise that 
ministry engineers as well as 
private contractors would be 

mobilized along with millions of 
dollars worth of work, there is 
absolutely nothing happening in 
the district.

On Wednesday September 
14, when the Guardian Newspaper 
made checks and we found that 
conditions were actually worse. 
Even in areas where work crews 
were deployed, the road repairs 
actually made a bad situation 
worse. That is because, in an 
effort to cheat the tax payers, 
inferior material like clay was 
being dumped on the roads. When 
the rains hit those roads it made 
matters worse. This is even after 

the ministry engineers promised 
that hard-core material would be 
used to improve the roads.  

Conditions are worsening 
and school children continue to 
be left on the roadside as buses 
which transport them are either 
being stuck in clay roads or 
simply do not go into various 
villages to pick them up. On one 
occasion the bus transporting a 
bus-full of high school students 
leaned precariously on its side 
almost tilting over. 

No Relief For Bad Roads In Toledo

School bus stuck in bad road
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The People’s United Party has this 
year, once again attempted to kill the spirit 
of the 10th of September. It began with the 
cronies willfully omitting the day’s activi-
ties from the national calendar of events 
and it extended to the 10 day celebrations 
itself when only two municipalities had 
official observances.

It was only Belize City and San 
Ignacio/Santa Elena that had official 

ceremonies and parades to commemorate 
the 224th anniversary of the Battle of 
St. George’s Caye. Residents of all the 
municipalities that did not participate say 
that the municipal governments gave all 
manner of excuses to justify not having 
any celebrations. Among the excuses 
was that weather conditions would not 
allow for the celebrations to take place 
despite the fact that the sun was bright 

and shining.
In Belize City, unlike other mu-

nicipalities, nothing could have stopped 
the faithful observes as they took to the 
streets to commemorate the country’s 
inception. Hundreds of Belizeans includ-
ing members of the United Democratic 
Party, led by the Leader of the Opposi-
tions, Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow took to 
the parade route to honor the Baymen’s 
Glory. Those members along with others 
including Hon. Tracy Taegar Panton, who 

PUP Tries To Kill The 10th Again!

participated in the parade in memory of 
her late husband, Herbert Panton, made 
it for an animated parade. 

Coupled with hundreds of other 
Belizeans who simply wanted to celebrate 
the 10th, it was a day of enjoyment which 
culminated with a fete of party supporters 
at the UDP headquarters on Youth for the 
Future Drive. 

Similar activities took place in San 
Ignacio/Santa Elena where hundreds of 
residents came out to pay homage to the 
efforts of our ancestors.   

Hon. Shyne Barrow participated in the parade

Hundreds of Belizeans participated in the parade
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On February 21, 2022, a 
task force was empanelled to 
determine how electoral divisions 
were to be set up in order to make 
them as equal to one another 
as possible as a redistricting 
exercise. At the time, the task 
force was made up of 5 members 
including the Chief Elections 
Officer, Josephine Tamai; Paula 
Hender, a Crown Counsel in the 
Attorney General’s Ministry; 
Shirley Humes from the Ministry 
of Natural Resources; Alfred Cal, 
from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Martin Aldana, a 
statistical analyst from the private 
sector. 

Since then, Collet Montejo a 

purely political figure, was added 
for unknown reasons. 

Now, the only private sector 
member of the redistricting 
task force, Martin Aldana, has 
resigned. In a letter dated August 
31 which was made public on 
September 12, Aldana cites 
numerous problems with the 
redistricting exercise. Aldana, 
who joined the task force as a 
statistical analyst from the private 
sector, explained in the letter that, 
“I have been contemplating for 
over a month now about whether 
I should continue to be a part of 
the redistricting task force. After 
much thought, I have decided 
to terminate my contract with 

the Elections and Boundaries 
department effective August 31, 
2022. The overriding factor for 
my decision is my observation 
that the work of the task force 
is being influenced by actors 
outside the task force.”

A m o n g  t h e  r e a s o n s 
Aldana cites were breach of 
confidentiality terms under which 
the task force was to operate. He 
explained that, “I have become 
disillusioned and demotivated 
with the current redistricting 
process. I strongly feel that the 
task force has lost control of the 
redistricting exercise and are 
now only carrying out directives 
from outside the task force. I 
foresee that at the end of the 
redistricting exercise in 2023, the 
final redistricting report will be 
presented purely as the technical 
work of the task force members, 
and there will be public denial of 
any outside influence on the work 
of the task force.”

A m o n g  t h e  o u t s i d e 
influences, in the letter, Aldana 
cites an instance, “after a ruling 
minister went on national media 
and expressed his wish as to how 
his division should be redrawn… 
Ms.Tamai informed…that the 
task force needed to present 2 
redistricting options for each 
district for consideration by the 
Commission.”

He also lamented that there 
was no discussions between 
the task force and the Elections 
and Boundaries Commission 

as had been agreed to on the 
establishment of the task force. 
Aldana also expressed that “I 
find it demeaning of the members 
of the task force that decisions 
would be made on the work 
of the task force without input 
and discussion with the task 
force members. This has opened 
room for questionable actions 
and decisions due to the lack of 
transparency. Unfortunately, there 
was no attempt to record minutes 
or transcripts of the meetings of 
the task force, a task which is a 
standard practice especially for 
such a national undertaking where 
transparency and accountability 
are important considerations, 
given the political implications 
of such an exercise.”

Another important concern 
Aldana raised was one of lack of 
public information and as he put 
it there has been no information 
as to the work of the task force 
with the exception of a press 
release which was put out when 
it was appointed.

The entire fiasco is one 
that bears watching since, by 
the admission of a member of 
the task force, there has been no 
public information offered as to 
the work of the task force; there 
has been no documentation of 
what the task force has been 
doing; there has been political 
interference in the process and 
there has also been a major 
breach in confidentiality of the 
process. 

Political Interference Forces 
Redistricting Task Force Member To Resigns

Martin Aldana

1 Million Dollars Pay Out For PUP Cancelling Of Contract
The public purse will have to 

pay close to a million dollars after 
the PUP administration  unfairly 
fired the former director of the 
Belize Tourism Board, Karen 
Bevans. Shortly after taking 
office- in March of 2021, the 
PUP administration decided to 
terminate the contractual services 
of Karen Bevans as the Director 
of the Belize Tourism Board, 
despite the fact that she had 4 
years remaining on her contract. 
As a result, she took the matter 
to the Supreme Court and after 
litigation which concluded on 
Monday, September 12, before 
Justice Genevia Chabot, there 

was on order that Bevans be paid 
almost a million dollars. This is 
representative of the remaining 
four years of her contract. 

Former Prime Minister, Rt. 
Hon. Dean Barrow represented 
Bevans and he explained that 
the entire ordeal could have been 
avoided. What’s more is that 
he said that if there had been a 
settlement, the Belizean people 
would have had to pay far less for 
the breaking of the contract.

With that, the matter was 
taken to court and more than just 
awarding Bevans the cost of the 
contract, it also awarded her costs 
which the Belizean people will 
now have to shoulder. Karen Bevans
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The International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
develops common regulations 
and standards for civil aviation. 
Countries around the world abide 
by ICAO’s directives to ensure 
the safe and orderly growth of 
international civil aviation. The 
41st session of the triennial ICAO 
Assembly, to be held between 
September 27 and October 7 
this year in Montreal, Canada, 
will be ICAO’s biggest event 
since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. Thus, the meeting will 
be symbolic for supporting the 
recovery of the aviation sector. It 
further showcases the importance 
of collaboration among all 
stakeholders in the international 
aviation community. We call on 
ICAO to reconnect with Taiwan 
in a collective effort to achieve 
the goal of a seamless sky.

reconnecting the world 
and facilitating Taiwan’s 
technical participation

ICAO, an important forum 
spurring the development of 
aviation, is where civil aviation 
authorities discuss issues such 
as aviation safety, air navigation 
services, aviation security, 
environmental protection, and 
aviation economics. All of these 
bear on the development of each 
country’s civil aviation sector. As 
the global aviation industry has 
been hit especially hard by the 

pandemic, collaboration among 
all stakeholders in support of 
passenger health and safe travel 
is more important than ever. No 
civil aviation authority should 
be excluded. ICAO will hold the 
41st Assembly session with the 
stated goal of “reconnecting the 
world.” Including Taiwan would 
help the world meet this aim.

Taiwan’s Taipei Flight 
Information Region (Taipei FIR) 
is part of ICAO’s network of over 
300 FIRs. The Civil Aeronautics 
Administrat ion of  Taiwan 
(Taiwan CAA) is the sole entity 
overseeing, and is responsible 
for safe air traffic management 
throughout, the Taipei FIR. It 
offers a comprehensive range 
of information services and 
streamlines air routes to ensure 
the safety and efficiency of all 
aircraft and passengers arriving 
in, departing, and transiting the 
Taipei FIR. The Taipei FIR’s 
efforts have been hampered by 
the recent actions of China. In 
August 2022, China unilaterally 
conducted military exercises 
around Taiwan on short notice. 
This affected international air 
routes and jeopardized aviation 
safety in the Taipei FIR and 
neighboring FIRs. In an effort to 
avert danger and alleviate safety 
concerns, the Taiwan CAA had 
to hastily plan for and guide 
aircraft, including many foreign 
aircraft, departing, arriving in, 
or transiting the Taipei FIR. 

The situation burdened airlines 
with additional costs due to 
their need to take longer and 
more expensive journeys and 
substantially increased unforeseen 
risk. From both a risk and safety 
management perspective, ICAO 
should allow the Taiwan CAA to 
participate in ICAO so that it is 
able to communicate with other 
FIRs and provide and obtain 
timely information via ICAO.

Sharing Taiwan’s aviation 
experiences to achieve the ICao 
goal of seamless aviation

Despite the severe effect 
the pandemic has had on the 
world over the past two years, 
the Taiwan CAA has made every 
effort to maintain the strong 
safety record of the Taipei FIR 
while diligently adhering to 
relevant antipandemic measures 
and complying with ICAO’s 
Standards and Recommended 
Practices. With a joint effort by 
civil aviation stakeholders and the 
government, Taiwan’s national 
carriers have been among the 
few airlines around the world to 
have remained profitable and not 
cut jobs. In addition, according 
to Airports Council International 
statistics for 2020 and 2021, 
Taiwan Taoyuan International 
Airport, Taiwan’s largest, was the 
fourth-busiest airport in the world 
for international air cargo. 

Technological advances 
have caused unprecedented 
development and changes in 
aviation. Drones are one such 
example. As the wider use of 
drones poses a potential risk 
to aviation safety and airport 
operations, ICAO has been 
revising or adopting provisions 
in related guidance materials 
regarding unmanned aircraft 
systems. Despite a lack of access 
to ICAO information, the Taiwan 
CAA has established relevant 
management mechanisms in a 
timely manner so as to maintain 
aviation safety within the Taipei 
FIR while also helping spur the 
development of drone-related 
industries. A dedicated chapter 
on drones in Taiwan’s Civil 
Aviation Act came into force on 
March 31, 2020. A web-based 

application system called the 
Drone Operations Management 
Information System went online 
at the same time. Furthermore, 
to maintain the safe operation 
of airports and detect illegal 
drone activity, the Taiwan CAA 
set up drone defense systems 
at various airports. The Taiwan 
CAA has also begun planning a 
next-generation air traffic control 
automation system to ensure its 
air traffic management system 
meets the future operational 
needs of the Taipei FIR. The aim 
of this is to contribute to greater 
regional and global navigation 
efficiency. Taiwan is willing to 
share its aviation experiences 
with other countries and hopes 
to learn about theirs to improve 
aviation safety. 

urging the international 
community to support Taiwan’s 
participation in ICao

Taiwan’s call to be included 
in ICAO has been increasingly 
recognized by the international 
community. As an important 
stakeholder in the international 
aviation community, Taiwan 
takes seriously its responsibility 
to safeguard aviation safety. 
Participation in ICAO would 
allow Taiwan, together with all 
other countries, to contribute to 
the further development of global 
aviation and the well-being of all 
humankind. 

For many years, the Taiwan 
CAA has maintained the highest 
standards of service and safety for 
the Taipei FIR. It has also worked 
hard to comply with ICAO’s 
Standards and Recommended 
Practices. ICAO chose the theme 
“reconnecting the world” for this 
year’s Assembly to promote a 
global aviation recovery. Now is 
the time for ICAO to reconnect 
with Taiwan. To further contribute 
to international civil aviation, the 
Taiwan CAA aspires to share its 
professional experiences and 
to participate in ICAO’s 41st 
Assembly meaningfully and 
professionally so as to help the 
world meet the ICAO goal of a 
seamless network for aviation 
safety. 

Call to support Taiwan’s participation in ICAO
Wang Kwo-tsai 

Minister of Transportation and Communications Republic of China (Taiwan)
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noTICe

PrIMuS WeaLTh ManaGeMenT 
LTd.

(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given to all interested 
parties that PrIMuS WeaLTh 

ManaGeMenT LTd. incorporated 
under the Belize IBC Act (Chapter 270), 
commenced dissolution on September 

8, 2022, and Mr. Costas adolfou 
Georgiades of 12-16 Profiti Ilia (Elia), 

Germasogeia, Limassol 4044-4046, Cyprus 
is the Liquidator of the Company. Any 
claims against the Company should be 

forwarded to the Liquidator (Email: costas@
boudicagroup.com or Telephone Number: 
+0035799307030) by october 8th, 2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

The body of a woman 
identified as 37 year old Marcelina 
Makin was found on top of a tomb 
in the Independence Cemetery 
sometime around 6:29 on the 
morning of Monday September 
12. Police say that the body was 
lying face down and had cut 
wounds to the back of the head 
and face. 

Makin, was last seen alive on 
Friday September 9 at a restaurant 
in Independence village where 
she worked as a waitress. When 
police found her body it was in 

the early stages of decomposition. 
Police are working to determine 
who killed her and are also trying 
to ascertain if she was sexually 
assaulted before she was killed.

Makin was a mother of 
three children and was originally 
from Aguacate Village in the 
Toledo district. She moved to 
Independence village to seek 
employment in order to take care 
of her children whom she would 
visit in Aguacate when it was her 
day off. 

Woman Killed On Tomb 
In Independence

Police are trying to ascertain 
exactly what happened to 35 year 
old Allen Isaac Jovany Martinez 
whose body was found in an area 
off the John Smith road which 
connects Ladyville and Western 
Paradise Villages.

Police were on patrol on 
the road sometime around 11am 
on Monday, September 12, 
when they found the body of 
Martinez in a swampy area off the 
highway. The body was floating 
in a pond and was in a state of 
decomposition. 

A week earlier, on Monday 
September 5, Martinez’s family 
had made a plea to help locate 
him. At the time his sister had 
posted: “Does anyone know the 
whereabout of my brother? His 

name is Allen Martinez, former 
musical name “nothing nice”. 
He was last seen in a stripped 
green shirt and a long dark blue 
cargo pants on Saturday. Any 
information will be helpful.” 

The last time he was seen 
was on Carnival Day, Saturday 
September 3. Extensive searches 
in the very John Smith Road 
yielded no results. That was until 
police came up on the body .

A post mortem examination 
has yielded no clue as to what 
could have happened to Martinez 
because it was inconclusive 
due to the advanced state of 
decomposition the body was in. 
Police have stated that there were 
no visible injuries to the body and 
are left stumped as to what led to 
Martinez’s death.

Marcelina Makin

llen Isaac Jovany Martinez 

Body Found On 
John Smith Road

On Thursday, September 8, 
Queen Elizabeth II passed away 
at her Scottish Estate, Balmoral 
Castle. The queen, at 96 years of 
age was being carefully watched 
by her physicians as she was 
in poor health. She nonetheless 
passed away quietly ending 
her 70 year reign as the British 
monarch. 

Her son, Charles III has now 
assumed the thrown and will 
succeed Queen Elizabeth II. She 
was the longest serving monarch 
or the British Empire and her 

passing has once again opened 
discussions in Commonwealth 
nations on the practicality of 
keeping any British monarch 
as the Head of State. In Belize, 
Prime Minister Johnny Briceno 
stated that King Charles III is a 
natural succession and one which 
his government will continue to 
observe. 

Meanwhile, the Cabinet, also 
headed by Briceno has declared 
the day of Queen Elizabeth’s 
interment, Monday September 
19, as a national holiday.  

Queen Elizabeth II Passes

King Charles III and Queen ElizabethII
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Romantic resentment could be 

creeping in. Every action a love interest 
takes may frustrate you! They just 
aren’t meeting your standards -- and, 
in your opinion, you probably haven’t 
even set the bar all that high. When your 
partner says they’ll do something, you 
expect that it will be done. Instead, you 
may find yourself in a cycle where your 
partner doesn’t follow through, even 
if they intended to do so. This pattern 
can easily grate on your connection. 
It needs to be addressed! If single, it’s 
possible that you’re ready to throw your 
list of standards for your future mate in 
the garbage. Don’t give up, because the 
right person for you is out there.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
What you value in matters of the 

heart is currently vital. If you’re dating 
someone, you might not feel cherished 
in the way you deserve. It’s possible 
that you’re angry about having to “pay” 
for love in an unexpected manner. This 
could be financial, making you the one 
shelling out money for dates and other 
expenses that benefit your sweetheart. 
But it may also be about your lover not 
recognizing or honoring your worth 
in other ways -- such as for the little 
things you do. Either way, don’t let 
them take advantage of you. Single? 
Avoid anyone this week who seems too 
good to be true. With the Sun opposite 
Neptune on Friday, it’s probably all a 
sham!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You may encounter strong 

disapproval this week about your 
love life from an unlikely source: 
one of your relatives. What may be 

particularly upsetting is the amount 
that you value this person’s opinion on 
regular topics. In this case, however, 
you’ll likely feel that you’re being 
unfairly judged or criticized for your 
actions and choices in romance -- for 
instance, if you currently prefer to “play 
the field” rather than settle down with 
one person. Another possibility is that 
you’re in a relationship with someone, 
but your family member strongly feels 
you can do better. Take their opinions 
with a grain of salt.

.
Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
Having a secret crush on someone 

could be driving you a little nutty. 
You may want to take action and tell 
this person what you feel. That said, 
you’re likely getting a strong vibe that 
if you do, you’ll only be rejected or 
disappointed. Although it’s frustrating, 
you may want to listen to your gut on 
this one. Consider spending a little 
time doing some detective work to 
find out if this person is already in a 
relationship. Already coupled? This 
won’t be a good week to make an 
important decision with your mate. The 
lines of communication are muddled.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
Your financial situation could 

crash into your love life at any 
moment this week -- especially if you 
haven’t been making the best financial 
decisions lately. If you’ve been way 
too idealistic or unrealistic about a 
financial situation, take the blinders off. 
Budgetary imbalances may genuinely 
threaten your connection with your 
mate. You might be turning a blind 
eye to a major expense that needs to 
be addressed. On the other hand, you 

could be in the dark about a financial 
situation involving your partner. Either 
way, snap out of it! Single? Don’t invest 
money into an exclusive matchmaking 
service or expensive online dating site. 
It’s not worth it.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
A crushing disappointment may 

impact your love life. It’s not so much 
that your partner will do something 
deceptive -- although that might be 
the case for some. The more likely 
scenario is that the bubble you created 
about your present romantic situation 
will burst. You might have been lying 
to yourself, for example, about waiting 
for someone you’re dating to give you 
a commitment. Or perhaps your partner 
has been telling you that they want 
kids in the future at some point, just 
not right now, and you end up learning 
that this really means never. How you 
address any romantic disappointment 
is up to you, as long as you stop lying 
to yourself.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Whatever is happening right 

now in your love life can take a toll 
on your mental health. This week, you 
might want to indulge in some time 
away from all of the drama and give 
yourself some much-needed self-care. 
If you’re in a relationship, you might 
be torn between constantly taking care 
of your partner’s needs and your own. 
Let Venus in responsible Virgo guide 
you to fill your own cup before you 
pour into anyone else’s. Single Libras 
could have a hard time finding that 
dream person -- but you shouldn’t have 
to make concessions. Don’t settle just 
because you want to settle down!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Your love life could run the 

gamut between utter bliss and crushing 
disappointment this week. The Sun 
and Neptune will crash into each other 
this Friday at full force, right across 
your romance and friendship axes. If 
single, you may feel like you’ve found 
the perfect soul mate. Even if your 
spiritual link is a genuine connection, 
it doesn’t mean that this relationship 
will be your happily ever after. Make 
sure you’re seeing this person for who 
they are -- not for who you wish them 
to be. If you’re in a relationship already, 
your partner could disappoint you all 
too easily. It happens! Fortunately, it 
doesn’t have to be a dealbreaker.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Coarse language could be 

causing some romantic friction! In 
particular, those with partners might 
feel like they’re being much more 
confrontational and defensive than 
usual. Mars, the planet of inflammation, 

Your Horoscope is currently touring your partnership 
sector. This week, Mars will be at 
odds with passionate Venus. Since 
the cosmic lovers are not cooperating, 
it’ll be difficult for you to keep things 
smooth in any love connection. Even 
the little things that have been irking 
you, your mate, or a potential love 
interest are likely to come out now. The 
good news? Eventually, you’ll be able 
to clear the air. Singles might also feel 
like potential dating prospects are more 
vulgar than usual. Ick!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
You might feel like love is just not 

worth putting in a ton of work at this 
time. If you’re single, you may prefer 
being alone as opposed to being in a 
relationship -- especially when Venus 
in fussy Virgo picks a fight with Mars 
in analytical Gemini, reminding you of 
all the tricky details involved in dating 
someone. Putting someone else’s 
complicated feelings in the mix of your 
life can feel downright exhausting, and 
it’s probably not something you’re 
interested in doing. If you’re already 
coupled, this will be especially tricky. 
You might be tempted to “forget” to 
consider your partner as you make a 
decision. Remember, they’re a person 
too, even when they irritate you.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
There might be a whole lot of chemistry 
happening between you and someone 
sexy this week -- but not much of 
anything else. A purely physical 
attraction to someone can certainly 
be exciting, and the universe supports 
you in pursuing that magnetism. Even 
so, at the same time, this connection 
probably doesn’t have much substance 
beyond the physical. As long as you 
know what you’re getting into, this 
can still be fun! This could be a one-
night stand or someone may propose a 
longer-term arrangement without any 
strings attached. If, however, you have 
any significant expectations, you might 
end up sorely disappointed.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
You might not know what you 

want this week when it comes to love 
and relationships. Your dreams could 
become nightmares without warning, 
so be careful what you wish for -- you 
just might get it. Unfortunately, once 
you find yourself in a romantic scenario, 
there will be another person’s feelings 
to consider. Don’t rush into any new 
connections or push things along in 
your current partnership, because you 
currently have a dangerous tendency 
to focus more on fantasy than reality. 
While there is a chance for you to float 
away in a happy love bubble, there’s a 
much bigger chance that the bubble will 
burst, and you’ll crash down to earth.

noTICe
   

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Manuel Cuellar  of  28 B Hondo Street, 
Belize City, Belize having made sworn 

deposition that Policy No. F01158459  issued 
by Sagicor Life Inc. has been declared lost, 

and having made application to the Directors 
to grant a duplicate of the same, notice is 

hereby given that unless objection is raised 
within one month of the date hereof, the 
duplicate policy asked for will be issued.

dated September 13th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC. LTd.

Krystalee Suazo of #5 Nargusta St. 
Belmopan City, having made sworn deposition 
that Policy No #F01126655 issued by Sagicor 
Life Inc on the life of Thomas Suazo has been 

declared lost.
dated  September 8th, 2022.

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

LoST BoaT reGISTraTIon

I, Jose rosales, hereby gives notice that I 
have lost my registration certificate for Motor 

Vessel Sea dragon with registration 
#BZ-2269. The boat is a fiberglass skiff 

and has a white and black hull w/white.
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notice of Commenced dissolution

China Medexport Co. Ltd., (IBC no. 
155,831) 

(“the Company”)
Notice is hereby given China Medexport 

Co. Ltd., commenced dissolution 30thMay, 
2022 and Mr. Michalis Koulountis of 10 
Alkaiou Str., Flat 303, 2064, Strovolos, 
Nicosia, Cyprus is the liquidator of the 

company.  
aSTerra InTernaTIonaL 

ManaGeMenT LTd., is the register/
agent office located at Suite 101, 1885 

Driftwood Bay, Belize City, Belize,
Mr. Michalis Koulountis

Liquidator for China Medexport Co. Ltd.

notice of Commenced dissolution

WeKeSa InC., (IBC No.165,168) 
(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given WeKeSa InC., 
commenced dissolution 31st august, 2022 

and Mr. antonis Stefani of 6 Fidiou, 
2059, Strovolos, Nicosia, Cyprusis the 
liquidator of the company.  aSTerra 
InTernaTIonaL ManaGeMenT 

LTd., is the Register/Agent office located at 
Suite 101, 1885 Driftwood Bay, Belize City, 

Belize,
Mr. antonis Stefani

Liquidator for WEKESA INC.

notice of Commenced dissolution

olivette Group Ltd., (IBC No. 158,856) 
(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given olivette Group 
Ltd., commenced dissolution 31st august, 
2022 and Mr. Michalis Koulountis of 10 
Alkaiou Str., Flat 303, 2064, Strovolos, 
Nicosia, Cyprus is the liquidator of the 

company.  ASTerra InTernaTIonaL 
ManaGeMenT LTd., is the Register/
Agent office located at Suite 101, 1885 

Driftwood Bay, Belize City, Belize,
Mr. Michalis Koulountis

Liquidator for Olivette Group Ltd.

On Tuesday September 13, 
the Belize Agricultural Health 
Authority (BAHA) issued a 
warning that Avian Influenza has 
been detected in poultry samples 
from the Blue Creek Community 
in the Orange Walk District. 
Since the release, there have 
been detections in at least two 
farm in Shipyard. According to 
experts the strain in claiming at 
least 4% of flock populations and 
BAHA has now taken biosanitary 
measures to contain the spread 
of the disease. This means that 
wherever the flu is detected birds 
are destroyed. 

It is a heavy toll being 
placed on producers but it is one 
that is necessary to control the 
spread of the virus which could 

be catastrophic to the poultry 
industry in Belize. According 
to a BAHA release “BAHA is 
organizing the implementation of 
other control measures, inclusive 
of movement control of live birds, 
eggs, litter and other control 
measures. All poultry farmers 
are encouraged to strengthen 
biosecurity programs and to 
adhere to BAHA restrictions.” 
Still the authority emphasizes 
that for now meat and eggs on the 
local market are safe for human 
consumption. 

Investigations so far have 
determined that the virus may 
have been brought in through 
the importation of hatchling eggs 
from the U.S.

Avian Flu 
Detected in Belize

Layer hens

Back in November of last 
year, the Guardian introduced 
consumers to a new product being 
produced in Belize, specifically in 
Burrell Boom. We speak of course 
of Wild Dog Food which sources 
all Belizean raw materials to 
produce an exceptional product.

It is the first time that dog 
food is being produced in Belize 
and when we made checks in 
supermarkets we found that the 
dog food is taking strong roots 
with the Belizean consumers. 
When we spoke to the principals 
of the product almost a year ago, 
they guaranteed that the product 
was made from fresh ingredients 

which are all sourced in Belize. 
Based on reactions to the 

product from consumers, we 
have surmised that the product 
has taken a foothold in the market 
and their share is expanding on a 
daily basis. This is guaranteeing 
that needed foreign exchange 
is not lost as well as ensuring 
that Belizean producers have a 
secondary market to sell their 
products.  

Producers of Wild Dog food 
advise that there be a transition 
process from what dog owners 
currently give their dogs to their 
product.

Wild Dog Food Bites 
Its Market Share

Wild dog food is a product of Belize
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A major question was placed 
to the fore by four panelists at the 
University of Belize Auditorium 
last Wednesday. The question 
dissected was, “Is Belize finally 
breaking the chains of colonial 
thought at 41?” Experts addressed 
the question from education, 
language, immigration and policy 
perspectives. 

First to the challenge was 
Dr.  Christopher DeShield, 
Assistant Professor in the Faculty 
of Education and Arts at UB. His 
clear answer was, “no.”

“You don’t go through 
three hundred years of plunder 
and poverty … and neglect and 
simply and righteously declare 
yourself free of all consequence 
and culpability,” he said. 

He continued, “Just as those 
thinkers of post-colonialism 

and decolonization insist these 
legacies of colonization persist 
to the present day, structures that 
enable exploitation remain.” 

DeShield questioned to 
what extent cruise ports and 
extractive mining develop human 
beings. Such patterns can be “…
extractions, get the wealth and 
get it out.” But thankfully our 
educational system can enable 
learners to have the ability to 
discern. He attributed the arts and 
humanities to be essential for the 
project of decolonization.

Second to take the question 
on the breaking from colonial 
thought was Ph.D. candidate Ms. 
Erica Aguilar, who comes from 
the Faculty of Education and 
Arts at UB. According to her it 
is human nature to speak and use 
language “…to convey beliefs, 

culture, values, and way of life.” 
Language is the very essence of 
being human, she said. 

But “you were not allowed 
to put your best linguistic show 
as a child,” she said. As a result, 
we became linguistic orphans 
where the language was used 
as a tool to control. Rather, says 
Aguilar, research shows that 
academic success happens when 
multilingual spaces are introduced 
and there is a “buildup” derived 
from native languages.

“I too was forced to adopt 
the English language and use less 
Spanish,” she said. 

Aguilar claims that since 
Independence the Belize-Church 
System used the English-only 
approach and “that needs to 
go.” 

Because, “Language is the 
best show man puts on.” 

Next to confront the question 
was Dr. Gilroy Middleton Junior, 
Chief Executive Officer in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Trade and Immigration. 
According Middleton, Barbados 
has become a Republic. He asked, 
do we want to break the chain of 
colonial thought? He reported 
that in the aspect of immigration, 

the development must be for the 
socio-economic development of 
Belize. 

Last to take the plunge 
on breaking the chains, was 
Dr. Filberto Penados, Research 
Director at Galen University. 

Policy making is a tool 
for designing the future, said 
Penados, and are based on certain 
assumptions. Policy making is 
often left to the technocrats and 
is centralized. 

“Colonization was about 
[the] exploitation of land and 
people,” he said.

Colonization did not end 
at Independence. In addition, 
capitalist structures have emerged 
from colonization, he claims.

Thus, UB sparked deeper 
thought across multiple media 
channels last Wednesday, thanks 
to their communication unit. Dr. 
Vincent Palacio, President of UB 
has reminded us that UB has a 
record of impacting the lives of 
some 5000 students every year; 
simultaneously seeking to act as 
a guiding light in the Minimum 
Wage Task Force and the People’s 
Constitutional Commission 
PCC. 

UB Fostering Deeper Thought

(L-R) Dr.Vincent Palacio, Dr.Christopher DeShield, Erica Aguilar, 
Dr. Gilroy Middleton Junior, and Dr.Filberto Penados
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On September 10,  the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness 
joined the global community 
in observing World Suicide 
Prevention Day. The day focuses 
on the issue of suicide and efforts 
to reduce stigma and raise 
awareness among government, 
organizations, and the public 
around a singular message that 
suicide is preventable. It is also 
a time to reflect on the social 
stigma attached to mental health 
disorders which are known to 
discourage persons from seeking 
help and can ultimately lead 
to suicide.  On Thursday the 
staff at the Ministry of Health 
Headquarters wore yellow, to 
promote suicide prevention 
awareness. 

This year’s theme, “Creating 
Hope Through Act ion” is 
a reminder that there is an 
alternative to suicide and aims to 
inspire confidence and light in all 
of us; that our actions, no matter 
how big or small, may provide 
hope to those who are struggling.  
A release from the Government 
Press Office States: All of us- 
family members, friends, co-
workers, community members, 
educators, religious leaders, 
healthcare professionals, political 
officials, and governments- can 
take action to prevent suicide in 
the Region.

The overall goal of World 
Suicide Prevention Day is to 
raise awareness about suicide 
prevention worldwide. 

Objectives include promoting 
stakeholder collaboration and 
self-empowerment to address 
self-harm and suicide through 
preventative action. These can 
be achieved through capacity 
building of healthcare providers 
and other relevant actors, positive 
and informative messaging aimed 

at the general population and at-
risk groups such as young people, 
and facilitating an open discussion 
on mental health at home, at 
school, in the workplace, etc. 
Those contemplating or affected 
by suicide are also encouraged 
to share their stories and seek 
professional help.

In 2019, 97,339 people died 
by suicide in the Region of the 
Americas, and it is estimated that 
20 times that number may have 
made suicide attempts.

Meanwhile; preparations 
were made for World Suicide 
Prevention Day at the Cayo 
Welcome Center on Friday. At 
the event, community leaders 
pledged a renewed focus on 
suicide and its prevention with 
the raising of a flag. 

“As a  community,  we 
must be concerned about the 
treatment of our people that are 
mentally challenged in life and 
their belief is that there is no 
alternative measure for those 
difficult situations that they are 
going through, believing that the 
only solution is a suicide,” said 
Mayor Earl Trapp Junior. 

The keynote address was 
provided by Myra Pulido, Deputy 
Regional Manager. According to 
her there is no reason why anyone 
should die by suicide. 

“The power of coming 
together and reaching out to 
someone is immeasurable,” she 
said. 

“Listen to a person who has 
suicidal thoughts…sit with them 
in a quiet location and listen to 

them.” 

The presence at the short 
ceremony on Friday of a team 
of community health workers-- 
attached to the San Ignacio 
Community Hospital--was 

indicative of the dedications 
being made for World Suicide 
Prevention Day.  

Iveth Quintanilla , Mental 
Health Coordinator, from the 
Mental Health Unit at the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness tells The 
Guardian that “there is help for 
anybody that will be thinking 
suicidal idealization and [having 
] concrete plans.” 

Quintanilla concurs with 
Myra Pulido that we need to 
listen to each other more.

“We can save lives…there 
is help available countrywide,” 
she said. 

A l e j a n d r o  M a t u s ,  a 
Psychiatrist, believes that the 
problem of suicide is multi-
factorial. Mental Health is 
important and is key, to the 
economic situation of the family, 
he says.  Most attempted suicides 
occur between 15 and 29 years 
says Matus. 

Additional data released by 
Maribel Hill, Psychiatric Nurse 
Practitioner, on Friday reveals 
that between 2017 and 2021 
those most likely to commit 
suicide were between 30 and 34 
years of age, followed by 13 to 
19-year-olds. Hill also reported 
that the Belize District led the 
suicide rates, followed by the 
Cayo District.  She called on all 
to “lobby with policy makers to 
expand mental health services.” 

J u l i e t  S i m m o n s ,  a 
Psychologist, from the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness has told 
the media that a suicide attempt 
is behavior from a different 
mental illness. So, if the person 
has severe depression experts 
look out for suicidal behavior. 
So is the case for Schizophrenia, 
Bipolar disorder, or Borderline 

Personality Disorder where 
suicidal tendencies can occur. 

“So, once we know someone 
has one of these diagnoses, we 
put suicide on the radar, we 
look out for that, we test for that 
because there’s an assessment to 
test for that,” says Simmons. 

According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
suicides and suicide attempts 
have a ripple effect that impacts 
not only individuals but also 
families, communities, and 
societ ies .  Associated r isk 
factors for suicide, such as a 
job or financial loss, trauma or 
abuse, mental and substance 
use disorders, and barriers to 
accessing health care, have been 
further amplified by COVID-19. 
One year after the pandemic’s 
onset, more than half of people 
surveyed in Chile, Brazil, Peru, 
and Canada reported that their 
mental health had gotten worse.

The WHO agrees that suicide 
can be prevented, however. Key 
evidence-based suicide prevention 
measures include restricting 
access to means for suicide (e.g., 
firearms, pesticides, etc.),and 
alcohol reduction policies.  Social 
stigma and a lack of awareness 
remain major barriers to help-
seeking for suicide, highlighting 
the need for mental health literacy 
and anti-stigma campaign.

Suicide Prevention Day 
was established in 2003 by the 
International Association for 
Suicide Prevention in conjunction 
with WHO. On World Suicide 
Prevention Day at precisely 
8:00 p.m. candles were lit 
near windows to show support 
for suicide prevention and to 
remember a loved one lost to 
suicide as well as survivors.

World Suicide Prevention Day Observed In Belize

Participants of flag raising ceremony at the Cayo Welcome 
Center on Friday in preparation for World Suicide Prevention Day

Earl Trapp Junior receives the flag from Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner 
Maribel Hill
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 


