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Minister  of  Education 
Francis Fonseca has gone on 
record to say that the Ministry 
of Education was aware that a 
school building in Belize City 
was literally crumbling, still 
nothing tangible was done to 
remedy the situation.

Classes for the new school 
year will not take place at one of 
the oldest schools, St. Mary’s in 
Belize City. The school building 
is literally collapsing onto itself, 
and the school’s management 
has called off all classes at the 
school.

Parents were called to an 
emergency meeting last week 
Thursday, September 1, when 
they were told that the building 
would be torn down. With that, 
there will be no face-to-face 
teaching at the school, and 

parents are being advised to pick 
up packages for children to do 
school work at home.

Some parents are expressing 
discontent as to the timeliness of 
the announcement, coming just 
four days before the new school 
year. They say that there were two 
years of no classroom activity 
during which the buildings could 
have been demolished. Instead, 
the last-minute decision is now 
costing their children additional 
time out of classes, which they 
cannot afford at this time. 

The short-term plan at the 
moment is to demolish the existing 
structures and thereafter place 
temporary wooden buildings to 
conduct classes. This, however, is 
not expected to be finalized until 
October of this year.

Fonseca told the press that the 

Ministry of Education was aware 
of the situation since June of this 
year, still absolutely nothing was 
done to find alternatives to ensure 
that there is face-to-face teaching 
for the almost 300 students who 
are enrolled at the school. 

Now there is scrambling to 
get the children into a classroom. 
A proposal for what will now take 
place will be put to parents on 
Thursday, September 8, during 
which some alternative will 
be put to parents as the current 
proposal of package learning is 
simply not a feasible option.  

Meanwhile, the preschool 
which was housed at the school 
building has been relocated to 
the Bishop Silvestre memorial 
building on Regent Street.

With all that has transpired 
with St. Mary’s School, there 

is a blatant admission from the 
Minister of Education that that 
Ministry is actually doing a 
terrible job at inspecting schools 
to ensure that they are safe for 
children. 

It is noteworthy that we 
reported last week that a similar 
situation had developed at the 
Julian Cho Technical High School 
in the Toledo district where 6 
classrooms could not be used at 
the beginning of the school year 
as they were leaking and the 
ceilings were collapsing. 

Construction on the St. 
Mary’s School building began 
in 1931 and was completed in 
1934.

Ministry of Education Fails 
St. Mary’s School

Steel is exposed everwhere on the building The Building is Collapsing
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Police officers who work late 
hours in Belize City have been 
undergoing some severe hardships 
after the PUP administration has 
been unable to get a reliable bus 
provider to take officers to and 
from the northern districts of 
Corozal and Orange Walk. 

Ever since taking office in 
November of 2020, the PUP took 
away a bus run from the person 
who was providing the service 
and opted to give that run to a 
Minister’s driver. Needless to 
say, that was an utter failure as 
the bus was constantly breaking 
down and the PUP crony simply 
could not provide the services. 
It was not until the past couple 
of weeks that another provider 
was identified, also a PUP crony, 
that bus operator too has been 
failing miserably in giving the 
appropriate transportation service 
to police officers. 

Over the weekend, officers 
from the northern districts were 
left stranded inside the bus at 4 in 
the morning after leaving Corozal 

Town sometime around 8:30p.m. 
The bus taking the officers to 
Belize City broke down near the 
Crooked Tree junction and the 
officers were forced to wait inside 
the bus for almost 6 hours before 
they were able to secure a ride 
into Belize City. 

Police officers who travel 
in this manner have become 
disheartened at the uncaring ways 
of the administration and are 
simply asking that better is done 
for them. They into the midnight 
hour and the least they are asking 
for is that they be treated with 
some dignity for them to be able 
to reach at home after putting in 
their efforts to protect and serve 
the Belizean people. 

Police Officers 
Left Stranded By 
Failing Bus Run

Coast Guard Personnel 
have begun to complain to the 
Guardian Newspaper saying that 
they are being taken advantage by 
their administration. The officers 
say that over the past few months 
they have been made to work 
under some severely adverse 
conditions. 

One officer explained that 
when they are posted outside of 
Belize City at the cayes they are 
left at those postings for over a 
month without them being able 
to see their families. They officers 
say that in the past the rotation 

of officers was never more than 
3 weeks but now it has become 
habitual for their posting to be in 
excess of a month. The personnel 
also say that at the post they are 
improperly fed. Another officer 
stated that for weeks on end they 
are forced to eat the same meal 
every single day for weeks on 
end. This officer said that over the 
past few weeks, there has been no 
variation on their diet with only 
chicken and flour being provided 
to them.  

Coast Guard officers are at 
the frontline of Belize’s efforts in 
stemming the flow of drugs into 
the United States via maritime 
areas. As such, they play a crucial 
part in law enforcement in this 
country it is a shame and disgrace 
that they cannot be treated with 
the respect that they deserve 
given the sacrifices they make 
for the sake of our national 
security.   

Coast Guard 
Officers Poorly 

Fed, Doing 
Prolonged 

Duties

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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The price of crude per barrel 
in the United States has gone 
down to $82.41, this is in stark 
contrast to where in was in March 

the past 85 days and Americans, 
as well as citizens of countries 
all over the world are reaping 
the benefits of lower fuel prices. 
This is a trend that is benefitting 
everyone except Belizeans. The 
price per gallon of Regular and 

Fuel Prices Fall For 85 Consecutive Days, 
Except In Belize

Diesel remains at an all time high 
of $13.41 while Premium is at an 
astronomical $17.60.

In  o rde r  to  keep  the 
oppressive prices on fuel, the 
Briceno administration has come 
up with a grand excuse that they 
had been subsidizing the price 
of fuel and are now in recovery 
mode. They have stated that 
they need to recover somewhere 
between 10 and 15 million dollars 
in ‘lost revenue’ from the Belizean 
public. That however has been in 
place from mid June and there 

is the belief that by now some 
kind of relief can be given to the 
citizens but the PUP Government 
is unyielding.  

W h i l e  t h e  P U P 
administration squeezes every 
cent from Belizeans, there is an 
ever increasing cost in goods 
where commodities are seeing 
sharp unbearable increases. The 
Statistical Institute of Belize 
is reporting that in July the 
national inflation rate stood at an 
unbelievable 7.3%.    

of this year when it reached as 
high as $130 dollars per barrel.

This is a worldwide trend that 
has been manifesting itself over 

Price of Fuel in Houston Texas last week
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Police have recovered an 
AK-47 assault rifle and a 9 
millimeter pistol after an exchange 
of gunfire between police officers 
and the occupants of a black 
Chevy Equinox on Tuesday, 
September 6. Police report that 
they mounted a checkpoint at mile 

35 on the George Price Highway 
in St. Matthews Village when the 
occupants of the SUV sped past 
the check point. Police set chase 
and there was an exchange of 
gunfire. As the occupants of the 
vehicle sped off they threw an AK-
47 assault rifle and a 9 millimeter 

High Power Weapon Dumped In Shootout 
With Police

pistol out of the vehicle. Police 
were able to recover both guns 
but the occupants of the vehicle 
managed to escape. 

Meanwhile on the same day 
police in the Corozal District 
discovered (30) 5.56 live rounds 
of ammunition in a cane field.

The 5.56 ammunition can 

be used in the M-16 rifle, M4 
Carbine, and the M249 Squad 
Automatic Weapon.

AK-47
9mm pistol

5.56 rounds
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT  
  

  
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) invites applicants for 
the functions of National Consultant for Supply Chain Management  
  
Duty station:  Belize City  
Qualifications: 

  

Essential: 
A Bachelor’s degree in Pharmacy or related health, social or management sciences 
from a recognized university  
 
Desirable: 
Postgraduate degree at a Master level in public health or related field. 

Experience:  

  

Essential: 
Five years of national working experience in the related field 
 
Desirable: 
Working experience in health services project management 

 
Skills:  
 Pharmacy or related professional with 5 years of experience in Supply Chain Management at national 

level and familiar with national public health system.  
 Involved with the management of HIV, TB and/or Malaria programs commodities would be desirable 
 Experience in managing medical stores, or alike companies for the supply of essential medicines and 

other health technologies would be desirable. 
 Experience in the development and implementation of training programs, particularly related to access 

to medicines and supply chain. 
 Experience in planning for the procurement of commodities for the HIV, TB, and Malaria programs. 
 Ability to analyse factors, trends, and forecast scenarios based on current surveillance systems and 

possesses the capability to develop and plan innovative and appropriate solutions for their 
improvement. 

 Strong research, problem-solving and organizational skills.   
 Ability to work collaboratively (in person or virtually) with other team players  
 Excellent communication and interpersonal skills and sensitivity to political and cultural issues  
 Ability to meet deadlines  
 Strong professional oral and writing skills, including the development of reports, oral presentations, 

and technical/persuasive documents for consideration at the highest levels of the Organization.  
 Demonstrated ability to effectively use a computer and utilize software programs such as      Microsoft 

Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, and Outlook.  Other IT skills and knowledge of other 
software programs for Statistical Analysis, Data Exploratory Analysis and Project Management would 
be an asset.  

  
Languages:  Very good knowledge of English and working knowledge of Spanish  
  
Deadline:  Letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, and two current letters of recommendation 

should be sent to blzmail@paho.org or to P.O. Box 1834, Belize City no later than 
September 19, 2022  

  
For further details visit our website https://www.paho.org/en/vacancies   An interview will be held for this 
position and only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted.    
  
PAHO/WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form of tobacco.  

Residents of the Toledo 
District have had enough of 
the current PUP administration 
and they are openly venting 
their frustration at the atrocious 
road conditions in a number of 
villages. 

On a daily basis social 
media sites are littered with 
postings showing road conditions 
in various villages in Toledo 
where commuters are being left 
stranded, literally in mud holes 
after their mode of transportation, 
generally buses, are unable to 
drive through. The situation has 

reached critical levels as children 
are now among those who cannot 
traverse the roads as the Ministry 
of Infrastructure has been unable 
or unwilling to maintain the 
roads. 

Residents say that they have 
had enough and are demanding 
that their problem with the 
roads be addressed. Following 
a social media onslaught, the 
ministry replied by giving the 
usual promise that more would 
be done. They say they will 

Poor Road 
Maintenance Leads 

to Impassable 
Conditions

(Continued on Page 11)
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Your love language might be 

about to turn into “acts of service,” 
even if it never was before. Venus 
gracefully steps into your 6th house on 
Monday, enticing you to do nice things 
for someone you love -- especially 
a romantic partner. You may also 
appreciate his or her willingness to 
help you out much more than usual. If 
single, keep an eye out for a chance to 
meet someone connected to your job. 
An office romance can blossom in a 
beautifully unexpected way -- and it 
could all start with one kind gesture. Be 
careful when Mercury turns retrograde 
in your partnership sector on Friday. 
You and your current partner or love 
interest might experience a hiccup in 
communication.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Love is in the air! Venus dances 

into your romance sector on Monday, 
creating a stunning opportunity for you 
to meet someone you feel is truly your 
ideal match. Dating should feel like less 
of a chore, because you’ll finally be 
interested in getting to know someone 
you’ve met. That’s because this person 
truly is able to meet you at your level! 
Already coupled? Things might be 
a little trickier once flighty Mercury 
turns retrograde on Friday. You and 
your significant other may experience 
some disagreements about the division 
of labor in your relationship. Try to talk 
it through and remind each other that 
both of you have to pull your weight in 
the partnership.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Home comforts are about to 

become quite romantic -- especially if 
you’re in a relationship. Love planet 
Venus enters your domestic 4th house 
this Monday, helping you craft a 
harmonious, loving environment in 
your living space. You and your mate 
might want to entertain more around 
the house, but you could instead choose 
to leave behind the chaos of the world 
to spend time with one another at home. 
Single? Your love life might be more 
confusing. Trickster Mercury turns 
retrograde on Friday in your romance 
sector. An ex may want you back while 
a new crush might also send mixed 
signals -- don’t let either of them push 
you around..

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
Love is on your mind -- there’s 

no doubt about it! Venus enters your 
communication sector on Monday, 
infusing your thoughts with all sorts 
of romantic notions. You and your 
sweetheart can express your love to each 
other in beautiful ways. Perhaps you’ll 
be inspired to write an epic love letter 
to your mate, or even a romantic poem. 
If you’re dating and things are serious, 
you might declare your love for one 
another. That said, singles will want to 
avoid asking relatives for advice about 
love. A member of your family will 
probably only confuse you. They might 
even try to get you to take your ex back!

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
The notion that love doesn’t 

cost anything may seem idealistic, but 
this week, you’ll be able to recognize 
the truth in that expression. If you’re 
getting a “return on your investment” 
in the form of genuine, reciprocal love, 
connection, and commitment, then you 
can really see the value that your current 
romance brings to your life. However, if 
you are giving more than you receive, 
it might be time to reassess the balance 
of your partnership. In other news, if 
you’re single, you might find it difficult 
to stop thinking about an ex. Stop 
looking in the rearview mirror! That’s 
not the direction you’re heading.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
The universe is shining a cosmic 

spotlight upon you right now. When 
you feel beautiful on the inside, you can 
radiate a certain allure to others that’s 
simply irresistible. Don’t be afraid to 
take center stage! Venus enters your 
sign on Monday, helping you out in this 
area. The planet of love and harmony 
can also encourage you as you attract 
a new love interest your way. In fact, 
the only thing you have to do is be 
yourself. If you’re in a relationship, 
then the Full Moon on Saturday in your 
partnership sector could have you and 
your mate feeling total romantic bliss. 
It’s practically perfect!

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Questions about love might be 

difficult to answer -- especially this 
week. At the same time, however, it’ll 
be crucial for you to ponder what you 
really want out of a romantic situation. 

Mercury will turn retrograde in your 
sign on Friday. This is likely to cause 
a great deal of confusion about whether 
or not a current relationship truly fits 
with the person you are or the person 
you’re becoming. If you’re single, 
you might be ruminating on your past 
relationship failures and why you can’t 
seem to find the one. Maybe you’re 
asking the wrong questions. It’s time 
to change the script!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Romantic relationships can be 

especially gratifying at the moment. 
The Full Moon on Saturday illuminates 
your true love sector, offering 
emotional fulfillment to your specific 
love situation. This could feel like a 
dream come true for your current heart 
space! The Moon is supporting you so 
you can literally live your fairytale -- 
you’re likely to feel caught up in total 
bliss with someone special. If you and 
your sweetheart have only just met, you 
might feel an empathetic link to each 
other that draws you close very quickly. 
Single Scorpios can easily manifest a 
new love. This week, romance could 
blossom right out of your dreams.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Confusion might begin to cloud 

your view of current romantic and social 
matters. For instance, a peer could send 
you mixed signals about their opinion 
regarding your love life. One day this 
person might seem supportive of where 
you are, but the next day, they’re acting 
like they’re completely opposed to your 
current choices. This might not be the 
best time to seek out any friend’s advice 
regarding your romantic life, since it’ll 
probably only add to your confusion. 
The last thing you need is to second 
guess your own judgment because 
of a pal’s input -- you might be doing 
enough of that on your own already.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Love and romance are about to 

become big picture matters to you. 
Amorous Venus will move into your 

Your Horoscope 9th House of Possibilities, generating 
major manifestation potential in matters 
of the heart. You’re capable of honing 
in on the details you need in order 
to build the open road of possibility 
you truly want to travel in love. You 
shouldn’t have to be tied down to a 
love connection that confines you, but 
it’s fair to still want one that’s reliable. 
There’s every indication that you can 
find this perfect balance. If you’re in 
a relationship already, you and your 
partner may experience a growth spurt 
together. Try to enjoy yourselves!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Deep emotional and psychosexual 
connections in love are what you likely 
crave now, more than anything else. If 
you’re in a relationship with someone, 
you may want to do whatever you can 
to improve your intimate life together 
-- and do those things in a way that 
builds trust and promotes mutual 
vulnerability without judgment. All 
of this is very possible to achieve 
once love planet Venus has entered 
your erotic 8th house on Monday. It’s 
time to get involved with your mate! 
Single? You’re probably not interested 
in the casual dating scene. If you meet 
anyone with even a remote hint of 
superficiality, you can get out of there 
without guilt.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
This is shaping up to be a 

spectacular week for you in love and 
romance! Venus enters your partnership 
sector on Monday, creating a sweetly 
supportive vibe around your current 
love connection. Your heart can fill with 
appreciation whenever your partner 
does their best to help you out in their 
own special way. Being a better version 
of yourself for them is also possible 
-- and the Full Moon in your sign on 
Saturday acts as your promise to do 
just that. If single, these energies can 
come together in a way that supports 
fresh romantic opportunities. You’re 
ready to do the work to attract love 
your way.

noTICe
   

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Mary Brown of 4 Cairo Street, Belize 
City, Belize having made sworn deposition 

that Policy no. 012000552 issued by 
Sagicor Life Inc. has been declared lost, and 

having made application to the Directors 
to grant a duplicate of the same, notice is 

hereby given that unless objection is raised 
within one month of the date hereof, the 
duplicate policy asked for will be issued.

dated September 6th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

noTICe

BeTTer aBILITY TradInG 
LIMITed

(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 
International Corporate Affairs Registry with 

effect from September 2nd, 2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

noTICe

InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS
CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)

TAKE NOTICE THAT: naoMaSa 
ManaGeMenT LTd. has been dissolved 

and struck off the Register.

Dated: 1st day of September 2022
Chryso Perikou, Liquidator
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noTICe

norville holding Corp.
(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given to all interested 
parties that norville holding Corp. 

incorporated under the Belize IBC Act 
(Chapter 270), commenced dissolution 

on September 2, 2022, and Mr. Michalis 
Koulountis of 10 Alkaiou, Flat 303, Strovolos, 
2064, Nicosia, Cyprus, is the Liquidator of the 

Company. Any claims against the Company 
should be forwarded to the Liquidator (Email: 

mdd@servicemailgroup.com or Telephone 
Number: +35724258630) by October 2nd, 

2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 

Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
Lorena elizabeth Vasquez, is applying for the a ShoP LIQuor 
LICenCe for the year 2022 to be operated at “K’s MInIMarT”, 
located at Rhaburn Ridge, in the Belize District.

In June of this year, the 
Public Service Commission 
became non-function after the 
term of the then chairman came 
to an end. Since then, the position 
has remained vacant after the 
PUP administration has not been 
able to find a suitable candidate to 
fill the position. The last pick by 
Prime Minister Johnny Briceno 
was Moises Cal who has been 
accused of money laundering in 
Panama. Since the announcement 
was made public, there was public 
backlash which, according to the 
Government, made Cal reject the 
appointment. 

Since then the constitutionally 
appointed body has not been 
functioning and it is hindering 
major operations within the public 
service. The body is entrusted with 
the power to appoint persons to 
hold or act in offices in the public 
service as well as to transfer or 
confirm appointments. It also 
holds disciplinary authority over 
the public officers as well as 
the authority to remove public 
officers. In its overarching 
mandates it can appoint senior 

public off icers  to various 
positions including those holding 
the offices of Solicitor General, 
Cabinet Secretary, Financial 
Secretary, Chief Executive 
Officers, Commissioner of 
Police, Commandant, Belize 
Defence Force, Superintendent 
of  Pr isons ,  Ambassadors , 
High Commissioners or other 
representative of Belize in any 
other country. It also is the body 
that processes retirement for 
public officers.

For the latter, the lack of 
a chairman of the commission 
has proved very problematic for 
public officers who have been 
retiring. Because of a lack of 
leadership those who have been 
retiring recently are unable to 
access retirement benefits that are 
due to them since the commission 
is the one that approves the 
retirement. With that there are 
many public officers who are 
being left in the cold while the 
Briceno administration makes up 
its mind on who to appoint as the 
chairman of the commission. 

Still No Public 
Services Commission
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designate ministry resources as 
well as private contractors to 
do the work. And just as they 
made the announcement, an 
excuse followed as to why they 
are unable to do the work fast 
enough. A senior engineer within 

the ministry jumped through 
hoops to say that access to hard 
core material to properly improve 
the roads was hard to come by 
and it would take some time for 
the work to be done. 

Those listening could not 

help but to think that the promise 
to improve the roads was one 
made simply to calm the bitter 
discontent that the people of 
Toledo are feeling against the 
current administration. They 
have been in office for almost 

two years and the road conditions 
in the Toledo district are at the 
worst than they have ever been. 
Meanwhile millions will be spent 
in the so-called road works and at 
the end of it all, the people will 
be no better off.  

(Continued on Page 11)

Poor Road Maintenance Leads to...
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National Flag Day was 
observed with a flag raising on 
Thursday morning atop the San 
Ignacio and Santa Elena Town 
Council building. Unfurling the 
flag were both Durman Dawson 
and Auner Correra from the San 
Ignacio police formation. Officer 
in charge Peter Serano witnessed 
the flag raising along with other 
guests.  

“Being a Country that is still 
in its infancy stage, we are very 
proud to be such as small Nation 
and come together as one,” said 
Mayor Earl Trapp Junior after the 
flag raising.  

Mayor Earl Trapp encouraged 

all Belizeans to have pride and to 
pass that on to our children. “We 
must respect our national flag,” 
he reminded. 

Community leaders were 
also present at the flag-raising 
ceremony to remind us that even 
after two years—COVID-19 is 
still with us.  

Aaron Mai,  the newly 
appointed Deputy Mayor for the 
Twin Towns also said that the 
flag raising marks the beginning 
of the September Celebrations 
Calendar. He also encouraged all 
Belizeans to decorate their houses 
and vehicles “…to show that we 
are proud Belizeans.”

Flag Raising Held In San Ignacio

Mayor Earl Trapp and Councilor Bernadett Fernandez

A 24-year-old man, Ramon 
Espat Jr., was shot and killed 
in Orange Walk on Sunday 
September 4. Espat received 
as many as 12 shots as a man 
walked up to him as he in front 
of a restaurant, Spicy Bites in the 
Aurora Area of the town.

The shooting took place 

sometime around 12:25 on 
Sunday night and police believe 
that the killing was an execution 
and say that they are looking 
for two suspects in this murder. 
There is a possibility that there 
may be links to another killing 
which took place in the same area 
in May of this year.

Man Killed in Orange Walk

Ramon Espat Jr.
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Getting a passport from the 
Belize Immigration and Passport 
Service in Belmopan is currently 
very difficult to do. Residents 
from all over the Country have 
to be early risers --sometimes 
at 4:00 a.m. --and stand outside 
the Immigration compound in 
Belmopan. But even before then, 
there can be 50 or more persons 
already waiting in line in an 
attempt to beat the system. 

The immigration office 
in Belmopan operates like 
clockwork. By 4:30 a.m. daily 
security guards usher the early 
risers in to take their seating 
positions under porous tents. It 
is wise not to lose the seating 
positions because that is the order 
taken when standing in line to get 
ticket numbers at the window by 
the immigration office. By 8:00 
a.m. digital signs inform entrants 
of the number on their tickets 
whereupon visitors meet public 
officers who enter their passport 
data. 

Thereon the visitor to the 
passport section pays the fee for 
the passport, which can cost a 
minimum of $50.00 Henceforth 
the visitor enters a photography 
room where the fingerprints are 
also taken. From our experience, 
by the time that procedure has 
ended, it is already 3:30 p.m.

On Wednesday a public 
officer came out on the compound 

at  the immigrat ion off ice 
headquarters to explain that the 
ticketing system only allows 110 
to 120 persons per day and then 
it shuts down. This is to avoid 
the system from getting clogged. 
But by then persons from as far 
as Orange Walk were already 
in line and being encouraged to 
come the following day--when 
the ticketing number system will 
be re-activated. The public officer 
informed us that better days for 
the immigration Department are 
coming in October of this year.

Dr. Gilroy Middleton, Chief 
Executive Officer at immigration 
has confirmed with the media that 
two officials from the Ministry 
will be traveling to Canada to 
witness the actual processing and 
printing of electronic passports. 

“Those gentlemen will leave 
mid-September and looking at 
the first passport being opened 
in October of this year,” he 
assured. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Immigration has applied for and 
been accepted at the International 
Civil Aviation Organization. So, 
anyone that comes to Belize 
with an electronic passport, the 
Immigration department could 
immediately note if it’s authentic. 
CEO Middleton also reported that 
enhanced security has been added 
in terms of our passport system 
so now they are at a “world 

standard”. 
“So, we’re on schedule for 

October of this year. Everything 
is running smoothly. We’re 
preparing the offices, preparing 
the officers.  Training will 
commence in late September as 
soon as our two officials return 
from Canada and then we go from 
there,” he said. 

Once the data is entered, the 
passport section in Belmopan 
acts punctually to produce the 
passports. As a security officer 
reminded us on Wednesday, once 
we get our passport, we should 
treat it like “gold” because the 
contents of our nationality are 
summarized therein. 

Meanwhile; The Embassy 
of Belize in Washington, D.C. 
informed the general public 
on Wednesday that effective 
September 16, 2022 passport 
services across the United States 
of America will be temporarily 
suspended in preparation for the 
rollout of the new Electronic 
Passport Issuance and Control 
S y s t e m  ( e P I C S )  b e i n g 
implemented in Belize.

According to The Embassy 
of Belize in Washington, the new 
ePICS system and ePassports will 
be more secure and will allow 
for efficient processing through 
modern border management 
systems. It will be a symbol 
of national pride for Belizeans 
and will establish a bond of 
trust between Belize and those 
countries reading it. Furthermore, 
it will open Belizeans to travel 
globally with fewer restrictions. 

This initiative is in line 
with the strategic plans of the 
Ministry and the Department of 
Nationality and Passports, the 
Global Compact on Migration, 
the Government of Belize’s 
eGovernance strategy as well 
as international and regional 
agreements that advance Belize’s 
development. The Embassy 
of Belize in Washington DC 
apologizes for any inconvenience 
this disruption may cause and 
aims to resume services with its 
new system as soon as possible. 
(If you have any questions 
please contact (202)-332-9636 
or reception.usa@mfa.gov.bz)

Getting A Passport Is Daunting
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 


