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On August 22nd the new 
school year began for high 
schools across the country. A 
month earlier, on July 28, the 
Ministry of Education had a 
great launch of a new curriculum 
framework. The head honchos 
at the ministry, including the 
Minister of Education, Francis 
Fonseca; the Minister of State 
in Education, Eugene Zabaneh 
and CEO, Dian Castillo-Maheia 

promised a grandiose curriculum 
which would usher in a new era 
in education focused on creativity 
and equity.

One month later there 
is absolutely nothing that the 
teachers can work with. High 
school teachers have resigned 
themselves to teaching what they 
know after two weeks of being 
in the classroom. Meanwhile 
primary school teachers are being 

given the run around as to what 
it is they will be teaching next 
week.  

Long standing professionals 
in the field complain that the 
curriculum is not yet tested; 
they explain that it should have 
been piloted before to determine 
the effectiveness before being 
implemented in the manner in 
which it is being proposed. The 
real professionals say that persons 
have been hired to write unit 
plans for teaching however there 
is no curriculum so unit plans 
cannot be made. 

Meanwhile, in an effort 
to allay growing concerns, 
the Chief Education Officer, 
Yolanda Gongora has said that 
a memorandum has been sent 
out to schools indicating that 
units and assessments will be 
uploaded at the end of the month. 
This means that the curriculum 
is still being worked on and is 
a trial and error exercise which 
is being implemented across 
all classrooms in the country. 
She explained, “remember this 
is a transition year and as we 
go about the months we will 
be understanding what are the 

Schools Open Without New Curriculum

challenges we are experiencing 
and be able to do a better job the 
following month.” In effect it is 
a trial and error curriculum that 
is being implemented at the worst 
possible time. It is remiss to point 
out that most children have been 
out of school for the better part 
of two years. Those in the know 
say that at this time the focus 
should be on recovery rather 
than implementing a curriculum 
that has never been tried out 
anywhere before.

And while the heads at the 
ministry struggle to implement 
a conceptual curriculum, that 
actual professionals are being 
cast aside and all their expertise 
is being disregarded. The issue 
of cronyism is rampant within 
the ministry and persons who 
are not qualified are appointed to 
positions that they have no clue 
how to run. Meanwhile the real 
professionals are relegated to the 
sidelines while the cronies are 
left to bungle things in all areas 
of education. 

Francis Fonseca Dian MaehiaLouis Zabaneh Yolanda Gongora

School Children Left 
Stranded: 

No School Runs
The new high school year 

started on August 22nd and 
with two weeks in, parents and 
students are experiencing major 
problems on how the children get 
to and from school. 

The Guardian Newspaper 
has been forwarded cell phone 
footage which shows children 
being left behind because bus 
operators do not have enough 

capacity to carry them. A parent 
from Santa Familia Village in the 
Cayo District explained that high 
school students, at this time, are 
unable to get onto buses that are 
being paid to provide services 
to them. The parent says that 
children are being denied entry 
into the bus and are left on the 

Continued on Page 10



The GuardIanPage 3 Sunday, September 4, 2022

The Minister of Health is 
doing the best he can to do 
damage control after nurses 
and other healthcare personnel 
at hospitals across the country 
walked out of their workplace 
on Monday, August 29. The 
personnel are dissatisfied with 
a number of issues plaguing the 
healthcare system. Among the 
problems that the healthcare 
providers were facing was that 
overtime was not being paid to 
them. Compounded by that was 
the fact that they faced salary cuts 
which saw their salaries shrink 
despite the fact that they worked 
overtime hours. There was the 
implementation of ‘short hour 
deductions’ which the personnel 
say had no basis, especially 
because they were working more 

hours than what was required of 
them. 

And while the healthcare 
professionals faced personal 
deductions and shortages in their 
salaries, they also have to contend 
with critical shortages in supplies. 
The most basic needs like water, 
bandages, medical tape, cotton, 
alcohol and even Tylenol are not 
available countrywide- making 
the delivery of healthcare almost 
impossible.

Personnel from the Corozal 
Hospital, the Northern Regional 
Hospital in Orange Walk Town, 
those from the Western Regional 
Hospital in Belmopan, the San 
Ignacio Hospital, the Punta Gorda 
Hospital and the Karl Heusner 
Memorial Hospital all walked 
out on Monday August 29. They 

were doing so in solidarity with 
those from the Southern Regional 
Hospital in Dangriga who had 
walked out a day earlier, on 
Sunday August 28. In effect 
it was a national walk out and 
the Minister of Health was left 
dumbfounded but not because of 
lack of knowledge but because 
of the uncaring nature of the PUP 
administration.  

 By Tuesday August 30 
Minister of Health, Bernard 
Wagner, had gone into damage 
control mode and sought to 
make promises to the healthcare 
professionals that the short hour 
deductions would be reimbursed 
and the overtime hours would be 
paid on a monthly basis. He then 
went on to blame the chronic 
shortage of basic supplies to the 
public officers and said that he 

would establish an inquiry to 
determine what has been going 
wrong within the Ministry of 
Health. He blamed the suppliers 
for not providing what was needed 
in the healthcare system and said 
that the Ministry of Health was 
in the process of acquiring the 
medication and supplies for the 
various medical institutions. 

What Bernard did not say 
is that he has been at the helm 
of the Ministry of Health since 
January of this year and he has 
had the opportunity to tour all 
medical facilities of this country. 
Even so he has done absolutely 
nothing to improve the delivery 
of healthcare in the country and 
the Monday morning walkout 
was a signal to the Minister that 
he has shortcomings that are 
greater than his stature. 

Workers Walk Out On Failing Healthcare System

Workers streamed out of the San Ignacio Hospital

Workers in Corozal were prepared with placards

The Julian Cho Government 
School in the Toledo District is 
in dire need of repair. The school 
which saw new construction 
under the UDP administration is 
now seeing the product of poor 
workmanship. At the time the 
Board of Directors were all PUP 
cronies including the brother of 
a sitting PUP Minister as well as 
a former PUP Mayor. Under that 
PUP led board a PUP contractor 
was hired to do the work and 
now the shoddy work is being 
exposed.

There are 6 classrooms at the 
school which are in a terrible state 

of disrepair as a result of poor 
workmanship. These classrooms 
have ceilings that are breaking 
in. Some have water stains while 
others have collapsed under the 
weight of water which is leaking 
into the building because of poor 
construction. Now, teachers and 
students are concerned at the 
condition of the classrooms since 
classes cannot be conducted in 
them.

There has been no response 
from the Ministry of Education 
or the Area Representative to 
address the problems at the 
school.

Julian Cho Government 
School in Disrepair

6 classrooms are in deplorable conditions

PPolice are investigating 
the death of an 8 year old girl, 
Jacqueline Valdez who died 
on Monday, August 29th in 
Pomona Village in the Stann 
Creek District. 

The child’s mother, 32-
year-old Yulma Portillo, told 
police that sometime around 
10a.m. on Monday, she was at 
home attending to her small 
shop at the front of her home 
and her daughter was inside the 
home washing dishes. At some 

point the child asked Portillo 
permission to watch television 
which was denied. Still Valdez 
went into the main house and 
proceeded to get a homemade 
extension cord which had wires 
exposed. The little girl plugged 
in the extension and thereafter 
proceeded to plug in a television 
set and in the process she got 
electrocuted. She suffered burns 
to the body. She was taken to the 
Southern Regional Hospital but 
she died from her injuries. 

Child Electrocuted in 
Pomona

Jacqueline Valdez
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The Senate met on Monday, 
August 29, to give approval for the 
payment of $76 Million dollars to 
Ashcroft-related company, Belize 
International Services Limited 
(BISL). While there was much that 

was said about the entire ordeal, 
one Senator, Janelle Chanona, 
took a completely different 
approach to the Senate debate. 
Her presentation centered on the 
timing of when the extension to 

the BISL was signed.
As is known, BISL was 

given a 10-year management 
contract on June 11, 1993. On 
the 9th May, 2003, the agreement 
was extended for an additional 10 
years. That would have brought 
the contract to an end in 2013. But 
by virtue of a secret agreement, 
there was another extension. Facts 
which were presented in court 
shows that on 24th of March, 
2005, the contract was further 
extended to 11th June, 2020. 
Without the knowledge of another 
secret extension, the Barrow 
administration took possession of 
the Ship and Companies registry 
on June 11th, 2013. At the time 
Belize was running some serious 
risks of running afoul of the 
European Union as ships flying 
the Belizean flag were found 
being involved with all manner 
of nefarious activities including 
arms trading, drug trafficking 
and piracy. All that came to 
an end immediately after the 
Government took control of the 
registries. 

In her presentation, Senator 
Chanona questioned the timing 
of the signing of the secret 
agreement. She explained that 
the period between January to 
April of 2005 (when the secret 

agreement was signed) the 
country, “had to bear some of the 
most heart wrenching moments in 
our young democracy… this was 
a really turbulent time”, she said. 
The turbulent time was not the 
end of it, Chanona also explained 
that, “the date of the agreement 
being extended by an additional 7 
years is Good Friday and I think 
to myself, which red blooded 
Belizean works on a Good Friday 
of Easter Weekend… How is it 
that this agreement was signed 
on a Good Friday and now we are 
at the point that we have to pay 
millions and millions of dollars at 
a time when we can least afford 
it. When we are just trying to 
get back on our feet and move 
forward.” 

She went on to state that the 
tensions of the time was as a result 
of another agreement, this one 
related to telecommunications.

Her conclusion was one 
where she said that she had 
thought about the entire situation 
and questioned how it was that 
the broken system can be fixed. 
She however concluded that the 
system did not need to be fixed 
because no matter what is done, 
it is the Belizean people who 
ultimately pay the bills.

NGO Senator Questions Timing of 
Signing Secret BISL Agreement

Senator Janelle Chanona
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notice

Be it known that the following company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize

International Corporate Affairs Registry:
• CPKM holdings LLC effective 1st day 

of august, 2022.

Ryan J. Wrobel
Registered Agent

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License Ordinance 

Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that erika 
Janet Coronado is applying for a new Restaurant Liquor License for 
the year 2023 to be operated at “La exquisite restaurant” located 
on Cedar Street San Ignacio Town, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License Ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that Belize 
Brewing Company Ltd is applying for the renewal of a Convenience 
Store Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “naybaz 
Store” located on #10 Roaring Creek Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License Ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that Belize 
Brewing Company Ltd is applying for the renewal of a Convenience 
Store Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “naybaz 
Store” located at Uruguay/Mexico Street, San Martin Area, Belmopan 
City,  Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License Ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that Belize 
Brewing Company Ltd is applying for a new Convenience Store 
Liquor License for the year 2023 to be operated at “naybaz Store” 
located on Saint Matthew Street, San Martin  Area Belmopan City, 
Cayo District.

For the third time since the 
budget was approved in April of 
this year, the PUP Administration 
has gone to the National Assembly 
and the Senate to ask for a Budget 
Supplement totaling 28.5 million 
dollars. The money will be used 
for unbudgeted expenses that may 
not necessarily be priority like 
the purchasing of new vehicles. 
But more than purchasing new 
vehicles there is one particular 
expense that has raised some 
concern. 

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  g o t 
approval for the Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Development 
under a Capital III expenditure 

to receive 6.3 million dollars for 
“the continuance of the Sarteneja 
Road Project.” The concern raise 
is one that even PUP Senator, 
Christopher Coye, gave credence 
to when he explained that the 
project, “as you may be aware, is 
funded by the Taiwanese under a 
loan. Government really doesn’t 
have access to those funds, those 
funds are paid directly to the 
implementing agency OECC.”

His explanation that the 6.3 
million dollars will be used for 
the continuance of the Sarteneja 
Road Project is then suspect. Why 
is there a need for Government to 
allocate finances to the project 

when it already has its own 
source of funding?

In a Facebook post, UDP 
Senator Hon. Tony Herrera 
pointed to that, “to begin that 
project has never halted. Let 
me tell you that this road has a 
100 M dollar loan from Taiwan 
and does not need money from 
the government of Belize. This 

is an outright hustle and there 
is no other explanation for this 
money. This is the question: to 
whom will this 6.3M dollars be 
paid. Who will benefit? Let them 
not continue to steal our money. 
This is real and please understand 
what is going on here. Our road 
has its own money.

Why is $6.3 Million Being Allocated 
For Fully Financed Sarteneja Road?

Christopher Coye

Two police officers who 
were Corporal who stand accused 
of assisting in the landing of 
a drug plane in November of 
last year have been cleared of 
internal disciplinary charges. 
Police constable Manuel Caliz 
and Elmer Nah have been cleared 
of the charge of Failure to Obey 
Lawful Order in respect to 139 
rounds of ammunition which was 
found in a vehicle that Nah was 
driving around the same time 
that a narco plane landed on the 
Southern Highway in Bladen 
village. 

During a tribunal another 
officer, corporal Richard Arnold, 
came forward to state that he had 
signed for the ammunition but did 
not turn it in. With that, the tribunal 

found both officers not guilty of 
any wrong doing. Speaking to 
the media on Wednesday August 
24, Commissioner of Police, 
Chester Williams explained that 
he would be looking at whether or 
not the adjudicators erred in their 
decision. He was incredulous how 
the tribunal could have absolved 
the men when the bullets were 
found in their possession and 
maintained that a tribunal is not 
a court of law and is not subject 
to the strict principles of guilt 
beyond reasonable doubt. He 
also said that they will be looking 
at Corporal Arnold’s statement 
given at the time of the arrest of 
the two other officers to see if it 
was consistent with what he told 
the tribunal. 

Accused Narco 
Cops Cleared of 
Internal Charges

Manuel Caliz Elmer Nah
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT  
  

  
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) invites applicants for 
the functions of National Consultant for Supply Chain Management  
  
Duty station:  Belize City  
Qualifications: 

  

Essential: 
A Bachelor’s degree in Pharmacy or related health, social or management sciences 
from a recognized university  
 
Desirable: 
Postgraduate degree at a Master level in public health or related field. 

Experience:  

  

Essential: 
Five years of national working experience in the related field 
 
Desirable: 
Working experience in health services project management 

 
Skills:  
 Pharmacy or related professional with 5 years of experience in Supply Chain Management at national 

level and familiar with national public health system.  
 Involved with the management of HIV, TB and/or Malaria programs commodities would be desirable 
 Experience in managing medical stores, or alike companies for the supply of essential medicines and 

other health technologies would be desirable. 
 Experience in the development and implementation of training programs, particularly related to access 

to medicines and supply chain. 
 Experience in planning for the procurement of commodities for the HIV, TB, and Malaria programs. 
 Ability to analyse factors, trends, and forecast scenarios based on current surveillance systems and 

possesses the capability to develop and plan innovative and appropriate solutions for their 
improvement. 

 Strong research, problem-solving and organizational skills.   
 Ability to work collaboratively (in person or virtually) with other team players  
 Excellent communication and interpersonal skills and sensitivity to political and cultural issues  
 Ability to meet deadlines  
 Strong professional oral and writing skills, including the development of reports, oral presentations, 

and technical/persuasive documents for consideration at the highest levels of the Organization.  
 Demonstrated ability to effectively use a computer and utilize software programs such as      Microsoft 

Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, and Outlook.  Other IT skills and knowledge of other 
software programs for Statistical Analysis, Data Exploratory Analysis and Project Management would 
be an asset.  

  
Languages:  Very good knowledge of English and working knowledge of Spanish  
  
Deadline:  Letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, and two current letters of recommendation 

should be sent to blzmail@paho.org or to P.O. Box 1834, Belize City no later than 
September 9, 2022  

  
For further details visit our website https://www.paho.org/en/vacancies   An interview will be held for this 
position and only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted.    
  
PAHO/WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form of tobacco.  
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Finally: a happy, easy breezy 

week in matters of the heart! You’re 
now able to freely enjoy the gorgeous 
energy of Venus dancing through your 
romance sector. She’s been distracted 
and cranky recently, thanks to stressful 
connections with other planets, but now 
she’s filled with pure joy that nothing 
can steal! If single, you have the 
universe’s support to find and connect 
with a wonderful new mate. In fact, 
with Mars at a gorgeous angle to lucky 
Jupiter in your sign, you’ll be going 
after -- and getting -- gold! If you’re 
in a relationship, the only complaint 
your partner might have is that you’re 
talking too much. Nobody’s perfect, 
after all.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Love starts in the home at this 

time. Venus will spend her final week in 
your domestic sector, granting beautiful 
support to you for any romantic matters 
that involve your clan or living space. 
Encourage your sweetheart to spend 
time with relatives you adore so they 
can forge or strengthen connections 
as a group. It shouldn’t feel forced 
-- quote the opposite! Witnessing 
everyone you love having fun together 
can be a great source of joy. If you’re 
single, you might take so much joy in 
giving love to your family that you’re 
not even worried about romantic love. 
And if you are, don’t worry -- a major 
romantic boost is coming next week!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Your love life is shaping up to be 

social, sexy, and fun right now, so be 
ready to enjoy it to the max! Energetic 
Mars in your sign will make a gorgeous 
link to lucky Jupiter, still in your social 
11th house. You’re motivated to forge 
connections to others in group settings 
and events. If you’re single, this is an 
ideal week to try something like speed 
dating or attending a singles’ meet-up 
in your area. Already committed to 
someone? You and your sweetheart 
might enjoy attending a workshop on 
a topic you both enjoy learning about. 
You could also have fun going out with 
other coupled friends. No matter what, 

don’t hesitate to enjoy yourself.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
This might be a tricky week to 

balance domestic and career matters 
in your love situation. An opposition 
between Mercury in partner-focused 
Libra and Jupiter in independent 
Aries on Friday is the culprit! This 
is happening across your home and 
career axes, creating a situation where 
you might promise more than you 
can realistically deliver to your mate. 
It’s possible that a gorgeous career 
opportunity is leaving less time to 
fulfill family obligations. You may find 
yourself saying, “I’ve got this!” -- even 
if you really don’t. Being honest is 
the best way to avoid any relationship 
tension. Single? You’re still as confident 
and radiant as ever, but you may be 
too busy to date for the moment.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
You might have felt a little bit 

cheated out of the joy in love recently. 
Although Venus is in your bold sign, 
she has been beaten and battered 
recently by its connections to other 
planets. Fortunately, even though this 
is the last week Venus will tour Leo, 
you shouldn’t have any complaints. 
She’s free to express herself in the 
most playful, radiant manner, ensuring 
that you can attract whatever romantic 
experience you’re looking for. Think 
big and be willing to love as openly 
as possible and without any kind of 
embarrassment or shame. Love is in the 
air -- embrace it and claim it!

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Romantic fun may get put on 

hold for the moment. You and your 
sweetheart might not be on the same 
page when it comes to finances. One 
of you will possibly be tempted to 
inflate information about money. 
Still, it’s unlikely that either of you is 
trying to be deceitful. In fact, you or 
your partner could genuinely believe 
something is better than it is. Be careful, 
because overreaching your budget will 
cost you! Single? You’ll probably be 
dreaming about matters of the heart 
rather than doing anything about them. 

Let your subconscious guide you as 
you get ready for an upcoming phase 
of cosmically supported new love.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Your mouth might get you into 

trouble -- though it’s more about how 
you say things than what you might 
say. Conversational Mercury is in your 
sign, which is typically a strong symbol 
of support for all communication 
matters. That said, as Mercury opposes 
grandiose Jupiter, it’ll be clear that 
your partner’s big thoughts might be 
a little bit too big for their own good. 
It won’t be easy, but do your best to 
have tact if you want to try and talk 
your mate down in a respectful way. 
Singles may have an easier time of it 
as Venus spends her final week in your 
social 11th house. Mingling is the key 
to romance!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Relief is here! This week, your 

romantic prospects are much less 
busy than whatever may have been 
happening recently. Even if you usually 
prefer excitement, there might have 
been far too much surprise or drama 
in your love life as of late. In fact, 
the word “boring” might be music to 
your ears! If you’re in a relationship, 
then you and your partner can work 
together in a proactive way to transform 
something about your love connection 
that wasn’t really working. If you’re 
single, you might prefer to keep it that 
way and focus more on self-care. It will 
be time well spent.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You’re being supplied with a 

good romantic foundation by the 
cosmos. Mars, the planet of energy, 
is now in your partnership sector, and 
on Thursday it will engage beautifully 
with Jupiter, currently in your romance 
sector. If you’re in a relationship, then 
you and your partner can easily prioritize 
your shared goals involving matters of 
the heart. This includes having more 
fun and sexy time together -- for some, 
it might mean conversations about 
starting a family! Things also look good 
for the single Sagittarius. Keep an eye 
out for one or more people who want 
to date you. They might even start to 

Your Horoscope compete for your affection!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Romance may feel milder at 

the moment -- especially compared 
to some potential recent drama that 
has unfolded for you. Uranus in your 
romance sector will finally settle into 
retrograde motion, allowing you to 
deeply reflect on the consequences 
behind any sudden disruption to your 
love life or current relationship. Single? 
You might want to take a moment to 
consider finding a healthier balance 
between yearning for excitement and 
freedom in romance versus genuinely 
connecting to a future partner. Coupled 
Capricorns might communicate a 
professional opportunity to their mate 
on Friday in a way that appears too 
good to be true. Be sure not to over-
exaggerate the possible benefits.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
The universe is showering love upon 
you! Venus is in your partnership sector 
for one final week, allowing you to 
benefit in matters of the heart. She will 
shine brightly and doesn’t want to let 
anything get in the way of you and your 
partner enjoying all of the pleasures 
that love and partnership are meant to 
bring. If you’re single, you’re still in 
great shape! Mars is moving through 
your dating and romance sector and 
will waltz into a gorgeous angle to 
lucky Jupiter on Thursday. Have the 
courage to talk to someone you have 
a crush on -- it might blossom into a 
passionate romance.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Romance could easily bloom 

this week -- especially if you have a 
crush on a doctor or another person 
who works to help others. If so, you’ve 
got a chance to ask this person out on 
a date. As long as they aren’t actually 
your health care provider, charming 
them is definitely possible with the aid 
of Venus in your work and health sector. 
Use her blessing to make love work for 
you! Already coupled? Don’t discount 
how much an act of service can make 
your lover feel adored and cherished. 
Lovingly doing the little things for your 
mate is what brings on and nourishes 
big feelings.

noTICe

BuSIneSS LIner 
InTernaTIonaL LTd.
           InVeSTMenT daTa 

and
ManaGeMenT a.G.

           Modern BuSIneSS 
TeChnoLoGIeS CorP.

(“the Companies”)
 

Notice is hereby given that the Companies 
have been dissolved and struck off the Belize 
International Corporate Affairs Registry with 

effect from august 26th, 2022.
 

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

noTICe oF CoMMenCed 
dISSoLuTIon

QuadrI-ToP ManaGeMenT Co., 
LTd.

(“The CoMPanY”)

Notice is hereby given that QuadrI-
ToP ManaGeMenT Co., LTd.

- is in dissolution;
- commenced dissolution on the 22nd day
  of august, 2022; and
- IrIna LouTChIna SKITTIdeS of 
  63 Agias Zonis, 4541 Apaisia, Limassol,
 Cyprus, is the Liquidator of the 
 Company.

Berkeley Corporate Services Limited
registered agent
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road side to figure out a way to 
get to school. The same parent 
says that in order for the children 
to get to school, they have to pay 
$2.50 each trip for a total of 5 
dollars per day for them to go to 
school.

With an ever rising cost of 
living the 25 dollar per week 
price tag is simply unaffordable 
especially when other expenses 
like food are added on.  

It is a growing problem since 

the first two weeks only have to 
deal with high school students. 
Next week the problem will be 
compounded by the fact that 
Ministry of Education bus service 
operators will have to transport a 
larger number of students because 
primary schools will be opened.

The Ministry of Education 
provides transportation for 
children in rural areas where 
there are no high schools or 
primary schools. 

Continued from Page 2

School Children Left 
Stranded: 

No School Runs

Students left at a bus shed

Family members of a man, 
Carlos Aldana, who went missing 
in May of this year have identified 
his remains which was found by 
one of his uncles. 

The uncle told police that he 
went hunting in an area across the 
street from his home in Yemeri 
Grove in the Toledo District, 
when his attention was drawn to 
the dogs he had taken with him 
in his expedition. The dogs were 

digging in an area under a tree 
and when he went to investigate 
he found the human remains 
which were later identifed as that 
of Carlos Aldana.  

When authorities visited the 
scene, they found the skeletal 
remains about a quarter of a 
mile across the street from where 
Aldana lived.

Police are investigating this 
apparent homicide. 

Missing Man Found 
in Shallow Grave

Carlos Aldana
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The Calcutta Government 
School, which began construction 
under the United Democratic 
Party under the Education Sector 
Reform Project funded by the 
Caribbean Development Bank is 
now complete.

The reform project was 
launched in January of 2016. 
At the time, the CDB informed 

the program would build 35 
new school buildings across the 
country to benefit as many as 
5,300 students in the pre-primary, 
primary and secondary education 
levels in Belize.

Coming at a cost of 35 
million dollars, there have been 
numerous new school buildings 
constructed across the country, 

the Calcutta Government School 
is one of those schools.

Under the project,  the 
Ministry of Education took 
a comprehensive look at the 
distribution of students across 
the country and made a concerted 

effort  to build schools in 
underserved communities. The 
priority of the project was to 
ensure that children of all ages 
had greater access to education. 

Calcutta Government School Completed

Calcutta Government School
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Seven community health 
workers in the Cayo District 
have received certificates for 
completing a health course 
delivered by the Ministry of 
Health. At an official graduation 
ceremony on Thursday, the 
seven join the existing cohort 
of community health workers 
at the San Ignacio Community 
Hospital. 

Delivering the certificates 
was Myra Pulido,  Deputy 
Regional Health Manager. Pulido 
agrees that “it is good to have the 
assistance of community health 
workers.” 

The graduates have received 
a small token of appreciation. They 
will serve in the communities of 
Buena Vista (Cayo district), 

Bullet Tree, Iguana Creek and 
Benque Viejo Del Carmen. 

Community health workers 
are public health workers. Their 
goal is to connect communities 
with the services from the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness. 
They are typically citizens of the 
community that serve and support 
the health system as volunteers.

Community health workers 
are community advocates and 
are often agents of social change. 
Because of this, community health 
workers seek to understand and 
respond to the social and cultural 
norms of the communities they 
serve across Belize—and almost 
all community health workers 
serve their own community.

Community Health 
Workers Receive 

Certificates in Cayo

Seven community health workers were certified

Earlier this month, the Belize 
Zoo was very pleased to reunite 
with its colleagues from Cornell 
University College of Veterinary 
Medicine from the United States. 
They were able to resume their 
annual veterinary visits to Belize 
after being halted by the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Teaming  up  wi th  the 
Belize Zoo’s Animal Care & 
Management Department, 15 
animal cases were covered, 
providing physical  check-
ups, dentistry, and biometric 
measurements among other 
procedures for several different 

species in their care. The jaguars, 
white-tailed deer, pumas, tapirs, 
and harpy eagles were observed 
and dealt with in this round of 
clinical sessions.

A release from the Belize 
Zoon states: We are grateful to the 
Cornell team for the invaluable 
service provided to our animals, 
as well as the knowledge they 
impart to our staff. Now, with 
collaborations with Galen 
University, Belize, we are also 
able to extend this knowledge 
sharing with students enrolled in 
their Veterinary Tech program!

Belize Zoo Receives 
Assistance From 
Cornell University

Surgery performed on a Jaguar

Primary school children 
in the Cayo District are getting 
help with their school supplies. 
As parents and children prepare 
to head back to the classrooms, 

every year the Rotaract Club of 
San Ignacio partners with schools 
in helping children with basic 
school supplies. They will be 
needing these as they start the 

school year.
This year, the Rotaract Club 

of San Ignacio decided to focus 
on three primary schools within 
the Twin Towns of San Ignacio 
and Santa Elena. As a result, they 
were able to assist 45 students. 

President of the Rotaract 
Club of San Ignacio Sashira 
Galvez informed The Guardian 
that basic education and literacy 
are one of their seven areas of 
focus.

“We target our community 
and the back-to-school drive 
is one of our longest-standing 
projects. Hopefully, we made the 
burden of going back to school 
after a pandemic a bit easier for 
the parents and a little exciting 
for the kids,” she asserts. 

The Rotaract Club of San 
Ignacio was founded in 2000; 
however, it went inactive for a 

while and was rechartered in 
2012. The Rotaract Club follows 
the general Rotaract statements: 
May the love of Rotaract Preserve 
Us; May the Strength of Rotaract 
Pilot Us; May the Good of 
Rotaract Instruct Us and May the 
way of Rotaract mature Us. 

Galvez also reminded us that 
their official Motto is “Fellowship 
through service.”  They also tend 
to adopt Rotary’s “service above 
self,” being under one umbrella 
with the same goal of serving the 
community. 

The Rotaract Club of San 
Ignacio would like to thank 
Ariston Marketing and Emilio 
Ahmad and Sons for their 
generous donations in making 
its annual back-to-school drive a 
success. Their collaboration has 
brought tremendous joy to our 
children.

Rotaract Club In Cayo 
Assists School Children

The Rotaract Club of San Ignacio launches successfully Back to School drive



The GuardIanPage 14 Sunday, September 4, 2022

 

 

 

IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 


