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The United Democratic 
Party has activated its protest 
mechanisms and on Tuesday 
August 24 it put it into gear with 
a protest to demand a lowering 
of the price of fuel. Led by 
Party Leader, Hon. Dr. Shyne 
Barrow, over two hundred and 
fifty supporters gathered in front 
of the UDP Headquarters at the 
Henry Young building and they 
braved the broiling sun. 

With one hour under the 

scorching temperatures, Hon. 
Barrow led the dissatisfied 
placard carrying citizens from 
Youth for the Future Drive 
onto Vernon Street then onto 
Central American Boulevard and 
stopping in front of the Shell gas 
station which is owned by the 
Prime Minister’s family. As the 
protesters walked to the beating 
of Garifuna drums one voice 
raised above everyone else’s. 

“Lower the gas price!” “Lower 
the cost of living!” shouted Hon. 
Barrow while participants in the 
crowed chimed in, “Life hard 
out yah!”

On reaching in front of the 
Shell gas station, the media got 
the opportunity to speak to the 
party leader who was emphatic 
with his message stating that the 
Prime Minister was making lots 
of money with the unprecedented 
and historic costs of fuel. He 
explained that while the Prime 
Minister was making money, 
the Belizean people needed 
relief. He forcefully stated that 
the Leader of the Opposition 
has to stand up for the people. 
These kinds of protest actions 
will continue said Hon. Barrow 
until ultimately the Government 
takes action to address the social 
problems facing the country. The 
culmination of this he said is 
that the UDP will form the next 
Government of Belize.

The message was the same 
from those who were in the 
protest, one participant lamented, 
“I no see the free education, nuttn 
start happen yet. Everything di go 
up, up up up!”  Another explained 
“Nothing no di happen fi we but 
eh di happen fi deh.” Yet another, 
was more pointed, “I need a 
job!”

As the protest moved from 
in front of the gas station it 
went down Cemetery Road onto 
Wood street and back to the 
UDP headquarters where Hon. 
Barrow addressed the protesters. 
He again reiterated that the 
Government needs to lower 
the price of fuel and give more 
attention to the social problems 
facing the country. He noted that 
there was very little emphasis on 
human development at this time 
and the oppressive cost of living 
is simply too much to bear.

UDP Pressures To Lower Price Of Fuel

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow leads protest action Belizeans came out to vent their discontent with PUP administration

Protestors came out to demonstrate against high prices of fuel and the high cost of 
living
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The National Party Council 
of the United Democratic Party 
convened on Saturday, August 
20, and agreed unanimously 
to several motions; including, 
the appointment of a Secretary 
General to oversee the day to 
day operations of the party; 
es tab l i shment  o f  a  Par ty 
Constitution Review Committee, 
timeline for application and 
holding of endorsements and 
contested conventions, timeline 
for delegates conventions and 
denounces public attacks on the 
Party by members.

Former Vice President of 
the Senate, Juliet Thimbriel, was 

appointed unanimously as the new 
Secretary General of the United 
Democratic Party. According 
to the UDP Constitution, the 
Secretary General is the “Chief 
Executive Officer of the Party 
and in conjunction with the 
Chairman, shall be responsible 
for the day-to-day operations of 
the Party and for the supervision 
of Headquarters’ staff. The 
Secretary General shall attend 
meetings of the National Party 
Council and Central Executive 
Committee and may attend other 
meetings of the Party.”

The National Party Council 
unanimously approved the 

appointment of a Constitution 
Review Committee to update and 
revise the Party’s Constitution. 
The Committee will be comprised 
of Belizean and foreign attorneys 
as well as laymen. The hope is 
the committee will complete this 
exercise by November of 2023.

The National Party Council 
set a deadline for individuals 
interested in running as Standard 
Bearers of the United Democratic 
Party to apply by September 30, 
2022. Vetting exercise will be 
carried out in the months of October 
and November. Convention dates 
will be announced in December. 
Endorsement conventions will 
be held first, in January, then 
contested conventions after.

The National Party Council 
agreed to hold elections for 
constituency delegates after 
Standard Bearer conventions in 
areas where there are contested 
conventions. In areas where 
the Standard Bearers are not 
challenged, the NPC agreed to 
hold the delegates conventions 
simultaneously with the Standard 
Bearer’s endorsement.

The National Party Council 
also denounced the repeated 
public attacks/criticisms of the 
Party and its members by any 

Party member, elected Party 
Official and elected Member of 
the House in violation of the 
Party’s Constitution Article 5(1)
(b)(c), Article 5(5) a,b,c,d,e and 
Article 6(d). The NPC demands 
that all Party members, especially 
elected Party Officials and 
elected Members of the House 
of Representatives, immediately 
remove all  public attacks/
criticisms of the Party and its 
members. The NPC reaffirmed 
its support for the Party Leader, 
Party Chairman, the National 
Platform and principles of the 
Party in accordance with the 
Constitution and committed to 
unity urging all Party members 
to always act in the best interests 
of the Party; to refrain from 
factionalism, opportunism and 
any negativity as we rebuild our 
beloved Party in accordance with 
the Constitution.

T h e  N P C  r e a f f i r m e d 
a commitment to convening 
regularly scheduled meetings 
as well as emergency meetings 
to ensure Party Members have 
forums to discuss all Party matters 
in private. The NPC reaffirmed 
that decisions of the NPC in 
compliance with the Constitution 
are binding

UDP National Party Council Meets
-Appoints New Secretary  
  General
-Approves Motions On  
  Timeline for Constitution 
  Review
-Conventions and 
-Calls For Unity Among 
  Members

The United Democratic 
Party thanks the men and women 
in Belize City who came out 
today to tell Johnny Briceno and 
this heartless PUP government 
“Life hard out ya and Enough da 
Enough”. This peaceful picketing 
of Briceno’s gas station was 
just the start of the People’s 
Resistance.

Unt i l  the  government 
brings meaningful relief to 
struggling Belizeans, the Briceno 

government can expect an 
escalation in resistance.

Until Briceno lower the cost 
of gas to reflect the decrease we 
see on the international market, 
his government can expect an 
escalation in resistance.

Until the government act 
to lower the cost of basic food 
item so that people can afford 
to feed their family, the Briceno 
government can expect an 
escalation in resistance.

Until the government makes 
food pantry available at reputable 

humanitarian institutions to 
Belizeans in need, the Briceno 
government can expect an 
escalation in resistance.

Unt i l  P r ime  Min i s t e r 
Briceno removes his sister and 
other directors squandering the 
workers’ money at the Social 
Security Board, his government 
can expect an escalation in 
resistance.

Until this PUP government 
respect Belizeans Right to 
Freedom of Speech and Protest, 
t h i s  Br iceno  government 

can expect an escalation in 
resistance.

The United Democratic 
Party believes enough is enough. 
The Belizean people voted for 
better but life in Belize under this 
PUP government is harder than 
ever before. They have abused 
the public servants, nurses, small 
farmers, stevedores, taxi drivers, 
working class and the poor. The 
time for talking is over! The 
waves of protest will grow in 
numbers, strength and force.

UDP Promises Escalation In Resistance

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow led first protest against PUP administration Hundreds of Belizeans answered the call
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A Special House Meeting 
was held on Wednesday August 
24 during which there was one 
of the most shameless displays 
by Prime Minister Johnny 
Briceno when he spoke about 
the state of BTL at the moment. 
He wanted to cross-reference 
the paying out of 76 million to 
the Ashcroft Alliance for the 
ships and companies registry 
with the nationalization of the 
telecommunications company. 

In what was a jaw-dropping 
exercise, Briceno pointed out that 
BTL has lost 360 million dollars 
in value. 

What Briceno did not point 
out is that the loss in value is as a 
result of systematic abuse of the 
telecommunications company. 
He did not tell the Belizean public 
that his family related company 
was given preference for a 
Microsoft-360 license which was 
tailor-made for BTL to ensure its 
viability. Instead of ensuring that 
the company continues to make 
revenue off this arrangement, 
the current administration took 
away the licensing agreement 
and gave it to Briceno’s SMART 
company.

He also did not tell the 
Belizean public that the PUP 
administration forced BTL to 
purchase an obsolete cable 

company for millions of dollars. 
They forced the company to buy a 
cable network which is no longer 
even used in Belize just so that 
they could featherbed one of their 
cronies. 

Another point which Briceno 
did not make was that since the 
PUP administration took office, 
they have been migrating all the 
government telephone services 
over to SMART, taking away 
large chunks of revenue from the 
national company. 

Briceno also did not say 
that while his family owned 
business, SMART, is creaming 
off the top, BTL is being used to 
provide free internet services to 
schools. Meanwhile, the SMART 
company is paid premium dollars 
for the same services. 

It is no wonder then that 
BTL would be losing value. 
The PUP administration has 
been systematically burdening 
the company with unnecessary 
expenses while at the same time 
taking away crucial revenue 
that would have guaranteed 
the company’s viability. Indeed 
Briceno is running the country 
like a business; a business 
that benefits only a select few 
individuals at the expense of the 
entire rest of the population. 

Johnny Causing 
BTL To Lose Value

Johnny Briceno

It is the longest running 
and most prestigious pageant in 
Belize and on Saturday August 
20th, a new queen was selected. 

Because of the length of the 
contest, the pageant was divided 
into two nights of contest. The 
first round of competition took 
place on Wednesday August 17 
with the talent segment being 
held. On Saturday the second half 
of the event took place and at the 
end of the night, Maslin Hanson 
of Hope Creek Village in the 
Stann Creek District stood as the 
77th Queen of the Bay designate. 
First runner up was Rushelle 
Babb from the Belize District 
and 2nd runner up was Elisha 

Martinez from San Ignacio/Santa 
Elena.

A total of six delegates put 
their skills and grace to the test 
and after it was all over, Hanson 
proved most fitting to wear the 
crown. 

On the 10th of September, 
the reigning Queen of the Bay, 
Her Graciousness, Druewell 
Jones will officially hand over 
the crown during the official 
ceremonies. At that point the 
crown, scepter and cape will be 
bestowed on the new queen.

Hanson has said that she is 
expecting to work to advocate for 
the rights of children and youth.

Maslin Hanson and first runner up Rushelle Babb

A New Queen Of The Bay

On Monday August 22 
the PUP administration boldly 
announced that they would be 
dipping into the people’s finances 
to pay a massive US$38.25 
million dollar settlement to 
Belize International Services 
Ltd. (BISL), a Michael Ashcroft 
related entity. No sooner had 
they made the announcement 
than it was followed by another 
which stated that they would 
be taking the matter to the 
House of Representatives for 
approval. In rapidito fashion, the 
House of Representatives met 
on Wednesday August 24 and 
approved the single payment. 

It is the first time that any 
Government has moved so 
expeditiously to settle a private 
debt and it left no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that the Briceno 
administration, like previous PUP 
governments is moving at the 
behest of the Lord. 

Despite the Government 
always complaining that it is 
cash strapped, it has somehow 

managed to find the huge payout 
to be made as a single payment. 
Meanwhile the general population 
is stifling under oppressive fuel 
prices and an ever increasing cost 
of living. 

The settlement comes after 
a decision was made by the 
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) 
in July of 2020 which declared 
that the former owners of BISL 
needed to be compensated. 
That judgment ordered that 
the Supreme Court of Belize 
determine what the payout would 
be. However, preempting a fair 
and unbiased decision by the 
Supreme Court of Belize, the 
Briceno Administration entered 
into negotiations with the former 
owners of BISL during which the 
settlement was arrived at. 

It is noteworthy that in its 
initial claim dating back to 2013 
and which was heard two years 
later, the claimant, BISL was 
seeking compensation of US$45 

Massive Payout By 
PUP To 

Michael Ashcroft

(Continued on Page 8)
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The matriarch of a family 
in San Ignacio perished from 
a fire on Thursday night in an 
apartment at the corner of 18th 
Street and Swallow Street Drive 
in San Ignacio Town. Merlene 
Wellington, 62 years leaves 
behind eight siblings and their 
children to mourn. 

Wi t h o u t  e l e c t r i c i t y, 
Wellington had relied on another 
lighting source to prepare for 

the next day when she would 
sell food to sustain her family. 
At around 11:15 p.m. she woke 
up and yelled three times to her 
daughter Shantel Hendy that 
the house was on fire. The fire 
was raging and quickly spread. 
Fortunately, Hendy was able to 
rescue her 3-year-old baby and 
the rest of her kids.

The fire was later extinguished 
by the fire department. However, 

the body of Wellington was later 
found near the mahogany door of 
her room, which neighbors had 
tried unsuccessfully to pry open. 
The charred remains were taken 
to the San Ignacio Community 
Hospital. 

Fire officials now say that 
the door had a heavy-duty locking 
mechanism. Kenneth Mortis, 
Station Supervisor of the National 
Fire Service recommended that a 
battering ram should have been 
used to open the door. 

Fire officials are also leaning 
on a hypothesis that the cause 
of the fire was an unattended 
candle. 

All the belongings of the 
household were lost to the fire. 
We spoke to family members 

and they say that they are most 
in need of clothing and shoes. 
Shantel Hendy’s family can be 
reached at 638-1547, 653-7080, 
or 639-7131. She has explained 
to The Guardian that she would 
like the burnt house to be broken 
down and replaced, because she 
has to take care of four children. 

If you would like to assist 
the family, you can send the funds 
to Deron Thomas at Atlantic 
Bank with account number 
2120003365. 

The fire department has 
embarked on a 990 campaign; 
as they claim it takes a lot of 
memorizing seven digits. The 
emergency number for all fire 
departments across the country 
is 990.

Woman In San Ignacio dies In Fire

Merlene Wellington

A candle is suspected to have been the cause of the fire
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The body of a man was 
found on Wednesday, August 
24th, sometime around 1:15 
a.m. 

Police responded to an 
area between miles 6 and 7 on 
the Phillip Goldson Highway. 
Upon arrival, they observed the 
motionless body of a man dressed 
in a blue and green checkered 
shirt, black long jeans pants, and 
he was barefeet. 

I n i t i a l  i nves t i ga t i ons 
revealed that at about 1:08 a.m., 
a concerned caller contacted and 

informed Police of the person 
lying on the road. At the time 
there was no one on the scene 
to provide any information. The 
body had massive injuries with 
the entire skull being crushed. 
It was transported to KHMH 
where it was pronounced dead 
on arrival. 

While the body was initially 
unidentified, police circulated 
pictures of tattoos that led to the 
body being identified as that of 
Jermaine Christopher Patnett, a 
36-year-old, Belizean.

Police Identify Hit 
and Run Victim

Body was identified by the tattoos

Police  in  Corozal  are 
investigating the killing of a 
66-year-old American retiree 
who was shot multiple times as 
he came home in the village  of 
Consejo. 

The man, Rodney Rushing, 
was making his way out of his 
vehicle at his home at around 
8 on the night of Wednesday 

August 17 when he 
came under attack. 
He was shot as many 
as 9 times. Those 
gunshots hit him to 
the head, abdomen, 
upper back right leg 
and right thumb.  

A responding 
neighbor a police 
corporal saw two 
suspects as they were 
fleeing the scene and 
opened fire on them 

but they managed to escape.
Reports indicate that Rushing 

had just recently moved into a 
house about two months ago.  

Police say the motive may 
have been robbery and that 
Rushing was possibly acquainted 
with his assailants. Police have 
suspects but are yet to apprehend 
them. 

American Man Killed 
In Consejo

Rodney Rushing
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
You may develop an uncanny 

ability to see things from a partner’s 
perspective over the course of the week. 
Mercury enters your relationship sector 
on Thursday, instantly improving the 
lines of communication between you 
and your mate. You can make decisions 
together more harmoniously and 
could find yourselves wholeheartedly 
agreeing that great minds think alike. If 
single, you can start to think more about 
what you’re able to offer a potential 
mate instead of what you want to get 
from a partner. This shift in perspective 
could change everything -- instead of 
focusing on taking, you’re capable 
of highlighting all that you can give. 
That might be all you need to attract 
new love!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
There are glorious prospects 

in love ahead for singles this week, 
but coupled people may have more 
troubles. A New Moon lights up 
your romance sector on Saturday. 
This lunation’s placement in service-
oriented Virgo could signal a romantic 
connection beginning through your 
job or while you’re out and about 
running errands. This person will be 
practical and grounded -- it could be a 
match made in heaven! Unfortunately, 
those in relationships might have more 
trouble. Venus will argue with Uranus 
in your sign before opposing stern 
Saturn this weekend. You and your 
partner might not agree on how to 
achieve work/family balance.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Romantic plans may take up all 

your mental space this week, keeping 
you focused on getting your heart’s 
desire met! Mercury enters your true 
love sector on Thursday, inspiring you 
to strike up meaningful conversations 
on dates with potential love interests 
or in discussions with a long-term 
partner. Unfortunately, while you are 
technically able to communicate well, 
that doesn’t necessarily mean that you 
and someone else will be on the same 
page. In fact, with fussy Venus in your 
communication sector at odds with both 

changeable Uranus and stubborn Saturn 
this weekend, you and your sweetheart 
may have to agree to disagree.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
Meaningful conversations about 

a family matter or with relatives could 
be about to occur between you and your 
sweetheart. Mercury enters amiable 
Libra and your home and family 
sector on Thursday, suggesting a 
favorable outcome if you and your 
mate need to make a vital decision 
about domestic matters or real estate. 
Single Libras could have enlightening 
conversations as well, especially if 
you talk to one of your relatives about 
your love life. This person might offer 
words of wisdom about what it takes 
to create and sustain a lasting love 
connection. Listen carefully to these 
sentiments -- they’re probably gold.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
Romance may have felt like 

anything from a relaxing Sunday drive 
all the way to a roller coaster ride lately 
-- either way, you may want to keep 
your seat belt on this week. Venus, 
now in your sign, will square Uranus, 
the ruler of your partnership sector, on 
Saturday, and then clash with sobering 
Saturn on Sunday. This might create 
a sudden rebellious moment between 
you and your mate. It could even lead 
to a breakup or a decision to take a 
temporary break from each other. If 
you’re single, you might vacillate 
between wanting your freedom and 
yearning for a connection. Try to just 
go with the flow.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
New opportunities are now 

opening up in your love life, because 
you’ve decided it’s time to write the 
next chapter yourself. A New Moon in 
Virgo on Saturday sets the stage for this 
next phase in your romantic situation. 
You deserve a relationship that is not 
only durable, but one that functions in 
a practical way for as long as it lasts. It’s 
possible that you typically lean on your 
partner to soften your rough edges and 
help you believe more in fairy tales and 
possibilities. This week, however, both 

single and coupled Virgos may decide 
that the better path to long-term love 
is to focus on relationships where both 
partners have their feet on the ground.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You may have a way with words 

this week, one that can help you 
communicate about anything that needs 
to happen in your current or a future 
love connection to invite fairness and 
harmony. Mercury enters Libra on 
Thursday, granting you this boost in 
communication. Use it well! Single? 
This is a great time to think about and 
write down a detailed, fair list of what 
you want in a partner and why you 
want a partnership to begin with. You 
could also jot down ideas to ensure that 
you don’t lose yourself in your next 
relationship. Whether you’re normally 
prone to doing that or not, it’s better to 
be prepared in advance.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Unexpected developments could 

impact your love life situation at any 
moment! Uranus, the planet of sudden 
change and liberation, will enter its 
retrograde phase in your partnership 
sector on Wednesday. While you might 
think that this would give you a reprieve 
from any chaotic unpredictability 
in your current relationship or with 
potential love interests, that isn’t 
likely to happen just yet. Passionate 
Venus will square Uranus by Saturday, 
possibly leading to a whopper of an 
event. Things might get really topsy-
turvy, whether or not you’re already 
coupled. No matter what you think will 
happen in your love life, think again 
-- try to be ready for anything!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Friends may now have a more 

balanced perspective about relationships 
than they usually would. You can thank 
Mercury’s entry into partnership-
oriented Libra and your 11th House 
of Friendship on Thursday for this. If 
you’re in a romantic connection and 
having difficulty, a pal can help you see 
the other side of the situation. Viewing 
things through your partner’s lens 
should help tremendously. If single, one 
of your buddies might help you view 
your current bachelor or bachelorette 
status in a new light. There’s a reason 
for everything, and your pal could have 
the perfect insight. Talking to your 
friends about your love life is the best 

Your Horoscope thing you can do this week!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
There might be some fireworks 

happening in your love life this week 
-- but not in the way you want. Uranus, 
the planet of sudden change, will turn 
retrograde on Wednesday in your 
romance sector. Before you think 
this means your love life antics will 
calm down, think again. A planet 
as it enters retrograde is at its most 
chaotic, and Uranus will need time 
before it realizes it can simmer down. 
The rough square between Venus and 
Uranus on Saturday only adds to this 
erratic energy. Translation? Whatever 
happens regarding matters of the 
heart this week could trigger your 
deepest vulnerabilities around love and 
intimacy. Just breathe!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
No matter how much you want harmony 
in your current love life, circumstances 
beyond your control may get in the 
way. Feisty Venus remains in your 
partnership sector, which should pave 
the way for support in matters of the 
heart. Unfortunately, Venus will square 
fickle Uranus on Saturday and then 
oppose solid Saturn on Sunday. This 
can manifest as a sudden problem in 
your domestic life that causes you and 
your partner to fight over the limitations 
in your relationship. If single, tons of 
chaos in other areas of your life might 
not leave any room to even try to date. 
Make an effort to have patience -- this 
will pass eventually.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Conversations about money and 

intimacy can be extremely delicate, 
even in the best circumstances. 
Fortunately, this week should have 
those beneficial circumstances! Thanks 
to Mercury entering soothing Libra, 
you and any potential partner can 
find a way to soften rough edges and 
share meaningful dialogue together. 
You’re also able to create a safe and 
inviting space for both of you to be 
honest and vulnerable with each other. 
In other news, a gorgeous New Moon 
in your partnership sector on Saturday 
could pave the way for a brand-new 
relationship to develop for singles. If 
you’re casually dating someone, then 
you and your sweetie might be ready to 
go exclusive. Take advantage of these 
gorgeous opportunities.

noTICe

Top-Line Products, Ltd. 
(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given to all interested 
parties that Top-Line Products, Ltd. 
incorporated under the Belize IBC Act 

(Chapter 270), commenced dissolution on 
august 19, 2022, and Ms. Guei-Jyun Lin 
of 5F.-2, No. 15-22, Mingde 2nd Rd., Qidu 
Dist., Keelung City 206007, Taiwan, is the 
Liquidator of the Company. Any claims 

against the Company should be forwarded 
to the Liquidator (Email: clin@top-line.

com or Telephone Number: 0933469198) by 
September 18, 2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

Million dollars. Hearing it told 
by the Prime Minister, Johnny 
Briceno, BISL was asking in 
excess of 180 million dollars. He 
stated that the negotiations had 
yielded a significant discount. 
That however may not necessarily 
be the case since the original 
claim was for US$45 million 
dollars and the final settlement 
was at US$38.5 million dollars 
yielding only a US$6.5 million 
dollar difference.

During Wednesday’s debate 

the opposition’s Hon. Dr. Shyne 
Barrow and Hon. Tracy Taegar 
Panton lamented the decision 
by Government to find such a 
large payout while Belizeans 
were not receiving due social 
assistance. They also complained 
that the courts should have been 
the ones arriving at a settlement 
figure as per the CCJ decision. 
There was also concern that 
Government should have found 
more favorable terms to make 
the payments, possibly doing it 
in smaller amounts over a longer 
period of time.           

Massive Payout By 
PUP To 

Michael Ashcroft
(Continued from Page 4)
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The Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
recently facilitated a three-day 
workshop in the Cayo District. 
JICA engaged several vital 
stakeholders: The Community 

of San Antonio, The Sayab 
Organic Farmers, Tanah Farmers 
Association, The Maya Green 
Growers, Itzamna Society, The 
Belize National Biodiversity 
Office, and The Belize Forest 

Japan International Cooperation Agency’s 
Action In Cayo

Department. 
The three-day workshop 

participation yielded valuable 
insight on agricultural practices, 
resources, initiatives, and the 
challenges of small-scale rural 
farming communities. Moreover, 
the baseline information provided 
by the farmers allowed discussions 
gauged on the possibility of 
establishing and introducing 
pilot projects to improve and 
strengthen capacities focusing on 
Natural Resource Management 
to combat climate change. The 
varied discussion also focused 
on Biodiversity conservation and 
Communal agricultural capacity 
development for farmers through 

agroecological approaches and 
enhanced market access.

Over the years JICA has 
assisted Belize with several 
compactor trucks. This has 
largely prevented volumes of 
microplastics from entering the 
sea. 

JICA dispatches experts 
and overseas volunteers to 
developing countries, and in 
return welcome government 
officials and specialists as 
training participants and overseas 
students.  People-to-people 
connections established through 
human resource development are 
the foundations of trust between 
developing countries and Japan.

JICA is involved in numerous education programs

The young people in Benque 
Viejo have been actively engaged 
in two Summer Camps to fill their 
time with productive activities. 
These camps are being held as 
an investment in our common 
future. 

A Stakeholder Summer 
Camp 2022 recently concluded 
in Benque Viejo. The camp was 
coordinated by the Benque Viejo 
Police Formation and was led by 
Corporal Ciriaco Medina. It closed 
off with entertainment provided 
by Los Hijos del West Marimba 
Band and Haziel Alaniz. 

The Stakeholders Summer 
camp began with registration 
followed by orientation, where 
the youths came up with their 
own ground rules. Thereafter, 
they were divided into five groups 
and went into various sporting 
activities such as lime and spoon 
and sack race. A total of 57 youths 
registered for the camp. 

Meanwhi le ;  a t  Sam’s 
Community Park another exciting 

camp was being held. Since 2008, 
Isela Tesucum, a Veteran Teacher, 
and Sam Bruce have been teaming 
up to bring positive influences 
to the Benque neighborhood 
children with their arts and crafts 
summer camp program. The 
camp began in Isela Tesucum’s 
carport area and that’s when she 
recruited Bruce to assist in this 
worthwhile program.

This year ’s program at 
Sam’s Park was held between 
August 15th and the 19th.   It saw 
the participation of  35 Children 
with pre-enrollment forms signed 
by their parents. This year’s 
volunteer instructors were Jaimie 
Espat, Carlos Cunil, Sylvia 
Casanova, and Gary Bidwell.

Guests were invited to come 
in to share their knowledge with 
the participants and involved 
Myra Pulido, Deputy regional 
health Manager; Cherry Mae 
Velasquez, Psychiatric nurse 
practitioner, and nurse Emma 
Mckoy, a Social Worker. Special 

Government Prosecutor George 
L. Gomez, explained in common 
terms the legal process on how 
minors can report abuses such 
as sexual harassment.    Father 
Mike Crump, from the Catholic 
mission, spoke about the faith in 
God, and how to apply God to 
our daily lives. Alfonso Tesucum, 
from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
office, came to educate the 
children about Human Rights 
for all individuals, including 
refugees.  Customs Officer Pablo 
Pacheco, explained to the children 
what the customs department 
does to help the Country. 

The Host of the event, wishes 

to thank Isela Tesucum for her 
commitment over the years, and 
all the volunteers, friends, and 
patronizing businesses that help 
make these programs possible. A 
thank you to businesses such as 
Country Meats, Ceiba Reality, 
Farmers Trade Center, Reimer’s 
Feed Mill, Caribbean Tire, 
MidWest, Westrac, Caribbean 
Chicken, UNO Gas Station, 
Chuc’s Gas station, Novelo’s 
Gas station, Home Protector 
Insurance WB, Zhen’s Super 
Market, Quality Poultry, BRC, 
New Flags, Sansco, B. J. Institute, 
Crown Jewelry, De Zin Grocery, 
Yao Guang’ store, and Country 
Foods.

Holiday Camps Held In Benque Viejo

Children engaged in arts and crafts

The programs were fun filled
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 


