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PUP Belize Rural North 
Area Representative, Marconi 
Leal finds himself involved in an 

investigation into a stolen vehicle 
which was found in Belize. 

On  F r iday  Augus t  5 , 

Stolen Vehicle Investigation Leads To 
PUP Area Representative

businessman Yony Rosado called 
a press conference to complain 
that the police department had 
confiscated his 2021 Volkswagen 
Atlas because they claim it was 
stolen. Rosado cried foul claiming 
that he had legitimately bought 
the vehicle from someone who 
had a certificate for the vehicle 
issued in Belize City. It turns 
out however that the vehicle was 
stolen from a car rental company 
in the state of Illinois in October 
of 2021. Four months later, on 
the 18th of February, the vehicle 
reached the Belize Customs 
department, where, with the 
assistance of Hon. Leal, who is 
referenced in the transaction the 
vehicle was cleared. By the time 

the transaction was complete 
measly $7,200 was paid in duties 
for the high end vehicle. Along 
with other taxes the vehicle came 
into the country having only paid 
$11,900 in taxes. 

Rosado says he paid 65 
thousand dollars for the vehicle 
and now it is no longer in his 
possession and he wants to know 
how such a major gaffe could 
have taken place.

Meanwhi le ,  s ince  h i s 
involvement was made public, 
Leal has said that he was simply 
assisting someone to get an 
ease on duty for the vehicle. By 
all appearances it was quite an 
ease and it now turns up that the 
vehicle was stolen. 

Volkswagen Atlas

Pharmacy Express Raided by 
Ministry of Health

Four drug stores operating 
inside the Fort Street Tourism 
Village in Belize City were 
targeted by the Ministry of 
Health’s Drug Inspectors on 
Wednesday, August 10. 

Sometime around 9:30 
on that morning, Ministry of 
Health personnel descended on 
Pharmacy Express, Pharmacy 
Save, Village Discount Pharmacy 
and Pharmacy RX. The four 
outlets are all related to Pharmacy 
Express, a company to whom 

the Belize Social Security Board 
is proposing to lend 7 million 
dollars of workers money for 
refinancing and purchase of 
inventory. 

The Ministry of Health has 
had major concerns over the 
operations by the pharmacies 
at the tourism village and they 
conducted searches on at least 
two of them for controlled 
drugs. While they were able 
to conduct searches on two of 
the pharmacies, with political 

interference, the search on two 
others was halted. 

The search conducted on 
Wednesday is a major development 
for Pharmacy Express that was 
hoping to make a 7 million 
dollar, low interest loan from the 
SSB. The loan was apparently 
being facilitated to a major PUP 
crony but for it not been to some 
major infighting they would 
have been allowed to expose 
the SSB fund to some serious 
possibility of non-payment. 

This is after the Ministry of 
Health has alluded that the entire 
enterprise was operating without 
a pharmaceutical license. It is 
of note that the loan was being 
facilitated despite requirements 
that the borrower show prove 
tha t  they  were  opera t ing 
legitimately. 
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Over the past few days a 
PUP Area Representative in 
the Cayo District has been 
liberally distributing shoes in his 
constituency. The representative 
received a warehouse full of 5 
thousand pairs of shoes from 
a businessman in the Corozal 
Free Zone and has now taken to 
distributing the shoes. 

What is concerning to many 
who have received the shoes 
is that they are actually dry 
rotten. Information provided to 
the Guardian suggest that the 
shoes had been sitting inside a 
warehouse in the Corozal Free 
Zone for the past 4 years. The 
businessman could not sell the 
shoes and found a fool on whom 
he could dump the shoes. That 
is exactly what he found when 
he decided to give it to the Cayo 
PUP Area Representative. 

We are told that the shoes 

which are originally valued at 
a measly $3.00 are so bad that 
some of them disintegrate just on 
being touched. The businessman 
however claims that the shoes 
are valued some $50,000. The 
looming question is, what exactly 
is this businessman getting in 
return of dumping the shoes on 
the people of Cayo? Based on the 
character of the recipient, we are 
certain that there are some lavish 
quid pro quos attached to the so 
called donation. There is also the 
issue of a donation being used 
to further a politicians personal 
ambitions. He is actually using 
his office for personal political 
mileage. 

If indeed the businessman 
wanted to donate the dry-rotten 
shoes, why did he not chose a 
charitable organization instead of 
a PUP area representative?    

Dry Rotten Shoes For 
The People of Cayo

Dry Rotten Shoes

notice

Be it known that the following company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize

International Corporate Affairs Registry:
• CPKM holdings LLC effective 

1st day of august, 2022.

ryan J. Wrobel
registered agent

When the news broke last 
week that accused money mule, 
Moises Cal, would have been 
appointed as the Chairman of 
the Public Services Commission, 
there was public outrage. 

This was driven primarily 
by the fact that Cal has been 
accused of attempting to take 
over a million U.S. dollars into 
Panama. When he was caught, 
Cal allegedly bribed customs 
officials in that country in order 
for him to be let go and he made 
his way back to Belize.

There were also accusations 
against Cal that he was using a 
diplomatic passport to travel to 
Panama when he was no longer 
a diplomat.

Since his public disgrace, 
Cal curled himself into a quiet 
corner in Belmopan hoping 

that no one would remember 
his misdeeds. It was in that 
atmosphere that the Briceno 
administration remembered him 
and decided to place him as the 
Chairman of the Public Services 
Commission. The problem 
however, is that the Belizean 
people have not forgotten about 
Cal. His proposed appointment 
raised the ire of Belizeans and 
with the resulting backlash on 
the Briceno administration, it 
was announced that Cal quietly 
withdrew his candidacy for the 
position.

While that is the public 
description of what took place, 
we understand that it was not so 
quiet as there were quarters that 
were displeased at the backing 
down by the Prime Minister in the 
naming of Cal as the chairman.

Moises Cal

Cal Will Not Be 
Chairman of 

Public Services 
Commission
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Lodgement of an EIA Report and Public Consultation 
For 

“PORT OF BELIZE CRUISE TOURISM FACILITY AND CARGO EXPANSION” 
Located on Caesar Ridge Road, Port Loyola area, Belize City, Belize 

 
The General Public is hereby advised that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
report for the expansion of the Port of Belize cargo facility and the establishment of a 
cruise port terminal  and cruise tourism village has been submitted by Port of Belize 
Limited & Belize Logistics Terminal Limited to the Department of the Environment (DOE). 
The EIA report was prepared by Nextera Environmental and Engineering Consultants and 
Piedroba Consulting Group LLC. The EIA report will be reviewed by the National 
Environmental Appraisal Committee (NEAC) before a final decision is taken by the DOE.  

The General Public is hereby informed that the EIA report is available for public review, 
free of charge, since August 8th, 2022, and can be examined Mondays to Fridays during 
normal working hours (8:00 am to 5:00 pm) at the Port Loyola Library, National Library 
Service, Leo Bradley Library, Turton Library Center all located within Belize City, and at the 
DOE’s Office located on 7552 Hummingbird Highway, Belmopan. The public is invited to 
submit their comments in writing on or before September 2nd, 2022, to the DOE Office in 
Belmopan or email: envirodept@environment.gov.bz; eiaunit@environment.gov.bz. The 
EIA report and its annexes are also available on the DOE's website at link: 
https://doe.gov.bz/environmental-clearance/  

Considering the realities related to COVID19 virus, and while hard copies of the EIA report 
are available at the above-mentioned locations, you are encouraged to utilize the above 
link to access the EIA report. Please practice social distancing when viewing hard copies of 
the report and follow the recommendations of the Ministry of Health. 

Kindly be informed that a hybrid public consultation session for the EIA will be held on 
September 1st, 2022, commencing at 6:30pm sharp. The in-person consultation will be 
held at the Best Western Biltmore Plaza Hotel and virtually via the Government of Belize 
Press Office Facebook Page.   

The public is invited to participate in this consultation to make comments, ask questions, 
seek clarification, express concerns, or issues, or to make objections or representations to 
the DOE in relation to the possible effects of the proposed project activity on the 
environment. 
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Twenty seven year old 
Samuel Pop lost his life on the 
night of Sunday August 7 as he 
was driving on the George Price 
Highway. Sometime around 
8:20p.m. Pop was travelling 
towards La Democracia Village 
from Belmopan when he noticed 
a red pickup truck travelling in the 

opposite direction. The oncoming 
vehicle was swerving across the 
road and Pop decided to pull to 
the shoulder of the road. While 
he did so, the oncoming vehicle 
still collided with the black 
Toyota pickup truck which Pop 
was driving. The impact caused 
minor injuries to Brenda Lara and 

her brother who were travelling 
along with Pop but he was not as 
fortunate. He was trapped inside 
the vehicle, pinned behind the 
steering wheel. He died on the 
spot moments later.

The other vehicle, also a 
pickup truck with a camper on 
it, flipped on its top. The driver, 
55-year-old Jermano Bol, and a 
passenger who was with him only 
received minor injuries. 

Police have since charged 
Bol with Manslaughter by 
Negligence, Causing Death by 
Careless Conduct, Drove Motor 
Vehicle without Due Care and 
Attention, Drove Motor Vehicle 
with Alcohol Concentration 
Above  P resc r ibed  L imi t , 
Negligent Grievous Harm to his 
passenger and two other courts 
of Negligent Harm to Pop’s 
passengers. 

Traffic Collision Claims A Life

Samuel Pop

Jermano Bol
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n o T I C e

 “Notice is hereby given that the Company 
named 

“norThGaTe hoLdInG CoMPanY 
LTd.”

has been dissolved and struck off the
International Business Companies Register 

with effect from the 
25th day of March, 2022”.

Berkeley Corporate Services Limited
 Liquidator

n o T I C e

“Notice is hereby given that the Company 
named 

“WeSTGaTe InVeSTMenT Co., 
LTd.” 

has been dissolved and struck off the 
International Business Companies Register 

with effect from the
11th day of March, 2022”.

Berkeley Corporate Services Limited
Liquidator

Salvadoran national, Bairo 
Gomez pleaded guilty to raping a 
5 year old child and was sentenced 
to 15 years in prison for it. 

Gomez appeared before 
Justice Susan Lamb on Tuesday 
August 9 where he was sentenced 
after he pleaded guilty to the 
charge and threw himself to 
the mercy of the court. He told 
the court he was sorry for his 

actions and asked for leniency.  
After mitigation pleas on his 
behalf and sentencing guidelines 
by the prosecution, Justice 
Lamb sentenced Gomez to the 
mandatory minimum of 15 years 
in prison.

He has been on remand 
at the Hattieville Prison since 
October of 2018 when the rape 
of the child occurred.

15 Years For Raping 
5-Year-Old Girl

Bairo Gomez

Police have arrested and 
charged a 17-year-old minor for 
murder. The teen was picked 
up following the killing of 
businesswoman, 35-year-old 
Vanessa Acevedo. 

Sometime around 12:15 a.m. 
on Saturday, August 6th, Acevedo 
was making her way out of her 
business, Cocktail Bar located on 
Perez Road in Ladyville Village 
when she was approached by the 
minor. A 19-year-old, security 
guard told police that he was in 
the company of Acevedo at the 
back of the business as she closed 
her business when the 17 year old 
approached the woman. He had 

a handgun which he pointed at 
Acevedo and demanded money. 
As she was handing over a small 
purse which contained a small 
amount of money, the 17-year-
old fired a single gunshot at her 
hitting her in the chest. She died 
shortly thereafter.

Po l ice  were  qu ick  to 
apprehend the alleged culprit. 
They also recovered the purse that 
belonged to Acevedo. Because of 
the assailant’s age, his name has 
not been disclosed. The only 
information being provided is that 
he is from Dangriga Town. He 
was remanded to the Hattieville 
prison after being levied with the 
charge of murder

17-Year-Old Kills 
Businesswoman

Police have issued a wanted 
poster for a woman who was a no-
show at the conclusion of her trial 
for murder. On Tuesday, August 

9, police issued the poster for 25-
year-old Tracey Isehia Betancourt 
for whom a bench warrant was 
issued by Justice Ricardo O’Neil 
Sandcroft on July 28. 

Betancourt had been granted 
a 50 thousand dollar bail after 
she along with 38-year-old Leon 
Walford were charged with the 
murder of American Businessman 
49-year-old, Lamont Edward  
Lipka. The businessman was 
killed at the Tropicana Restaurant 
and Bar located on Coconut Drive 
in San Pedro on Sunday, May 13, 
2018, at about 9:20 p.m. 

Woman Wanted 
For Murder

In court the prosecution 
successfully proved that Walford 
had entered the business and 
approached Lipka who was 
standing inside the restaurant  at 
the cash register. Walford then 
fired two shots at the businessman, 
as he fell, he fired 5 more shots at 
him killing him. For this, Walford 

was found guilty. Betancourt 
was to have made an appearance 
in court but was a no-show and 
as a result she is now wanted by 
police. While Walford was found 
guilty, the Supreme Court Judge 
deferred the decision against her 
to a later date.

Tracey Betancourt
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
The universe is turning up the 

volume on your love life! Venus 
enters your romance sector on 
Thursday, creating a window where 
new relationships can blossom and 
ongoing partnerships can deepen. 
You may also feel lighter and happier, 
ready to embrace the joy of living 
life to the fullest. As a result of this 
pleasure-seeking vibe, you’re better 
able to attract someone your way who 
knows how to make you smile. A Full 
Moon in your 11th House of Hopes and 
Dreams will also help bring romantic 
fulfillment your way. If you’re in a 
relationship, you and your sweetheart 
could absolutely be feeling the love.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Verbal sparring matches could 

tug you and a potential partner back 
and forth early in the week -- possibly 
becoming far more than either of 
you bargained for. Emotional Venus 
opposes extreme Pluto on Tuesday 
across your communication axis. This 
is a recipe for disaster if you try to 
control your partner’s mind or vice 
versa. Fortunately, once Venus enters 
your domestic 4th house, love’s focus 
shifts away from conflict and toward 
family dynamics, nesting, and even 

entertaining from your home. You 
might be enjoying family celebrations 
with your lover. If single, consider 
allowing a relative to set you up with 
someone. It looks like a match!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Financial concerns may create 

tension in any current relationship this 
week. Venus will pick a fight with Pluto 
on Tuesday across your financial axis 
-- this could incite you or your mate 
to demand supreme control over how 
your shared money is spent. Ouch! 
Don’t worry, because coming to a 
more balanced decision about money 
and love is possible by the time Venus 
enters your communication sector on 
Thursday. If you’re single, expect love 
to be on your mind in major ways. There 
might also be a sexy new neighbor who 
moves into your building or onto your 
block. Sparks can fly!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
Your love life might be a little too 

intense early on this week. Possessive 
Venus will oppose zealous Pluto across 
your relationship axis on Tuesday, and 
you may be concerned that your partner 
is trying to control everything about 

you in order to maintain power over 
your relationship dynamic. This will 
probably create tension! Remind your 
partner that love is not something to be 
ordered on demand. On the other hand, 
if you’re single, nothing can dull your 
sparkle once Venus enters your self-
worth sector on Thursday. In fact, you 
could be feeling large and in charge of 
your life -- you know that anyone who 
has the privilege to date you would be 
lucky indeed!

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
This could be a major turning 

point for you in matters of the heart. 
For a start, Venus enters your sign on 
Thursday. This will offer you extra 
magnetism and a surge of confidence to 
help you attract whatever it is you want 
regarding love. Then, a Full Moon on 
the same day lands in your partnership 
sector. This could bring complete 
fulfillment to you in a love relationship, 
potentially involving the attainment 
of some kind of commitment you’ve 
been hoping for. Emotions are likely 
running high between you and your 
mate, but they should be constructive. 
If single, a new relationship is likely on 
the horizon. Even if it isn’t, you should 
be able to avoid any loneliness.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Romantic situations could run 

hot and cold this week. Are you 
wondering if that crush of yours is 
equally interested in you? Whether or 
not you are, Venus runs into Pluto on 
Tuesday, and you might discover that 
someone is not only interested in you 
but is a little too intense. The intensity 
of their attraction might even feel 
dangerous! Maybe you like this, maybe 
you don’t -- but once Venus enters your 
private 12th house on Thursday, you’ll 
probably want matters of the heart to 
be lower key. If you’re in a relationship 
already, you and your sweetheart might 
crave time away from life’s chaos. Do 
something alone and reconnect.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Single Libras, rejoice! There 

is every indication that romantic 
fulfillment and social fun are both 
coming your way. Venus waltzes into 
your friendship sector on Thursday, 
creating a beautiful energy for you 
to enjoy more social gatherings and 
pleasurable moments with your pals. 
Being out and about more should 
definitely put you in the company of at 
least one person who shows romantic 
interest. A Full Moon in your true love 
sector is also happening on the same 
day. Coupled Libras might be feeling 
extra romantic -- you could even decide 
it’s time to have a baby. If you’re 
casually dating someone, you may feel 
ready to declare your love.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Your words might come out all 

wrong to a lover, love interest, or even 
in your own mind. Venus will oppose 
Pluto across your communication axis 
this week, and it is likely to bring some 
obsessive and even paranoid thoughts 
your way about matters of the heart. 
Any trust issues could cause more 
issues than usual, and there might not 
be any valid reason for this! Try to 

Your Horoscope

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given under the intoxicating Liquor License 

Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000 
that alice Wing San Cheng is applying for a Shop Liquor License 
for the year 2022 to operate “San San Shop” located at 7226 Ceasar 
Ridge Road in Belize City, Belize District.

have an honest conversation with your 
partner about whatever is potentially 
leaving you feeling so vulnerable. If 
single, don’t discard love altogether 
because of past trauma or heartache. 
Your mind is a powerful tool. Use it to 
help you move forward.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Insecurities might be nagging at 

your heart at the moment. If you’re in 
a relationship then your partner might 
be making more money -- which is a 
good thing. That said, at the same time, 
their success could feel triggering for 
you, particularly if you’re yet not where 
you want to be financially. Do your 
best not to react in a way that appears 
unsupportive or let your anxieties bleed 
into your relationship. Single? Venus 
enters your expansive 9th house on 
Thursday and will create an opening 
for you to meet someone who you can 
truly grow with. In fact, this person just 
might light up your life.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Watch out for spats between you 

and a love interest. You can blame 
Venus arguing with Pluto across your 
relationship axis on Tuesday for this. 
Your partner might be doing more 
to keep the peace than you -- and 
beginning to resent it. In fact, it’s 
possible that you’re trying too hard to 
drive the relationship and are acting 
more controlling than usual toward your 
mate. Reign it in! If single, a passionate 
erotic encounter with someone new is 
possible after Thursday when Venus 
enters your intense 8th house. This may 
be deep psychological intimacy, but it 
can also turn into something physical. 
Either way, it’s okay to be mesmerized 
by a fresh connection.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
This could be a memorable time for 
you in matters of the heart -- especially 
because you’ll probably be much more 
emotionally open than usual. A Full 
Moon in your sign on Thursday creates 
an opening for you to be truly in touch 
with your deepest and most genuine 
feelings about a current romantic 
situation. If you’re not in a relationship, 
then this lunar event can help you 
become more open to connecting with 
someone else on a balanced emotional 
level. Also on Thursday, Venus enters 
your partnership sector. A romantic 
celebration is likely if you’re partnered. 
Singles have amazing support for 
new connections as well. Things are 
looking up!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Your love life is steamy at the 

beginning of this week -- maybe even 
too hot to handle! Venus opposes Pluto 
across the areas of your chart connected 
to “love given” versus “love received” 
on Tuesday. It’s possible that you will 
be holding back in giving someone 
your love because you want them to 
want you more. Be careful what you 
wish for, because this is a dangerous 
and manipulative game. If you’re 
playing it, the love it creates might not 
be genuine. Things might require a little 
more work after Venus enters your 6th 
House of Service on Thursday. Happily, 
you’re up to the challenge.
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For the second time 31-
year-old Camalote villager, 
Troy Banner, appeared before a 
Magistrate to answer to charges 
of injuring one of his baby 
children. 

On Saturday, August 6th, 
a 15 day old baby was admitted 
to the Karl Heusner Memorial 
Hospital after the child sustained 
a broken arm, injuries to the 
mouth and back. The injuries 

Man Charged for Cruelty To Child
occurred while the child was in 
the care of Troy Banner, who is 
the father of the child. 

Police have launched an 
investigation to determine what 
took place and this has led for 
charges to be laid against Banner. 
He appeared in the Belmopan 
Magistrate’s Court on Tuesday 
August 9 where he was charged 
with Grievous Harm, Cruelty 
to a Child, and Wounding. He 
was remanded to prison after the 
charges were read and no plea 
was taken. 

This is the second time 
that Banner has been charged 
for abusing a child. On June 
5, 2019, he appeared in court 
where he was charged with 
Manslaughter in the death of 
another of his children, 8 week 
old baby Thevanne Banner.

At the time the baby boy 
had died as a result of fractures 

to the head and back. He also 
had bruises to his eye, temple 
and back. At the time, Banner 
publicly defended himself saying 
that the child received the injuries 
when he tried to assist the baby 
when he was choking. It is unclear 
what was the outcome of that case 
but since the second incident 
occurred, a former common-law 
to Banner has come out to say that 
her child, a boy was also abused 
by Banner.

In interviews with various 
media outlets and in a Facebook 
post, Crystalee August makes 
claims and provides images that 
her child, now 10 years of age, 
suffered similar abuse at the 
hands of Banner. She is now on 
a campaign to have justice served 
in this most recent case of child 
abuse. 

Troy Banner

Crystalee August, a former 
common law wife to accused child 
abuser, Troy Banner, has come 
out to publicly say that Banner 
also abused one of his children 
with her while the child was just a 
baby.  In a Facebook post, August 
relates the following: 

“Its so sad how I came out 
on news and all kind a shot when 
I heard this story I said to myself 
for the third time all try to get 
justice for my baby who Troy 
also hurt back in 2012 no one 
knew about it because noting ever 

came out of it because the police 
said like how I dint see Troy do it 
they can’t help me but knowing I 
told them Troy was the one with 
the baby alone in the house when 
my baby got his 3 fractures in his 
little head his eye Bruce and his 
back when I stood 2 week in the 
hospital with my baby because of 
this monster who never did care 
about my son sadly he’s name 
after him my little Troy banner 
Jr was only 5 months when this 
happen and thanks to my parent 
I got out of this relationship save 

with my baby .. when I heard 
he killed his baby with Carole 
Myvett destiny back in 2019 
human development called upon 
me and I went on the news again 
but nada n now that he hurt his 
other baby with the same girl 
Carloee Myvett destiny I said it 
time I let everybody know about 
my situation that happen in 2012 
because nobody knew about 
it but instead of people listen 
good or read good they ready to 
jump down your throat I wish 
ms Destiney Myvet would help 
me help our baby’s because they 

Mother Speaks Out Against Child Abuser

need justice a man like this should 
not be allowed for no woman to 
make him a dad and am so happy 
I realize that back then .. my son 
is so big and healthy now without 
the help of his dad. 

This picture is how my baby 
look back in 2012 

And this is how handsome 
he is thanks to me and the help 
of my parents my sis and my 
common law my son is happy as 
ever love him and because of him 
I won’t stop ever ... 

I hope u read before Judge 
me this time  plz feel free to 
share

Crystalee August
Baby was only 5 months when he was abused
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The US congressional 
delegation, led by House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, recently visited 
Taiwan from August 2nd to 
3rd. During her visit, Speaker 
Pelosi voiced strong support for 
Taiwan’s democracy and raised the 
profile of Taiwan internationally. 
Right after Speaker Pelosi’s 
departure, however, China 
conducted large-scale military 
exercisesand launched ballistic 
missiles in the waters surrounding 
Taiwan. We strongly condemn 
China’s extremely irresponsible 
behavior.

China’s targeted, large-scale 
military exercises are serious 
provocation. By using Speaker 
Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan as a 
pretext, China pursues its true 
intentions in a number of ways. 
Firstly, China has threatened 
Taiwan militarily for years, and 
it continues to upgrade its efforts. 
China aims to now influence 
the international community’s 
freedom of navigation in the 
waters and airspace of the Taiwan 
Strait by denying that it is an 
international waterway. On this 
occasion, China tries to routinize 
its actions in an attempt to disrupt 
the long-term status quo across the 
Taiwan Strait. Secondly, China 
has used the drills in its military 
play-book to prepare for the 
invasion of Taiwan. It conducts 
not only military exercises 
and missile launches, but also 
cyberattacks, disinformation, 
and economic coercion, in an 
attempt to weaken public morale 
in Taiwan. Thirdly, in terms of 
the range of its missile tests, 
China is clearly trying to deter 
other countries from interfering 
in its attempt to invade Taiwan. 

In other words, China’s real 
intention behind these military 
exercises is to alter the status quo 
in the Taiwan Strait and the entire 
region. This has already brought 
significantly unstable elements 
into the mix, threatening the 
regional and global security. 

In facing China’s military 
exercises, Taiwan’s people, 
society, military and government 
have displayed resilience and 
confidence, and remained calm. 
Despite China’s continued 
attempts to intimidate Taiwan, 
the Taiwanese people will not 
panic and are resolved to not be 
defeated. Taiwan will continue 
to staunchly uphold its free 
and democratic way of life. 
Acting upon its beliefs with the 
same determination, Taiwan 
will continue to defend its 
sovereignty, freedom, democracy, 
and prosperity. We also call on 
the international community to 
support Taiwan in unison and put 
a stop to China’s irresponsible 
threats and ambitious expansion, 
and jointly safeguard the value 
of freedom and democracy, 
to maintain a free, stable and 
prosperous world. 

We would like to extend our 
appreciation to the Government 
of Belize, led by Hon. John 
Briceño, Prime Minister, for the 
prompt support and reaffirming 
to strengthen the strong and close 
bilateral relationship between 
Belize and Taiwan. As Belize 
and Taiwan share the values of 
democracy, freedom and human 
rights, and have enjoyed the rock-
solid friendship and partnership 
for the past 33 years, Taiwan will 
continue to work together with 
Belize to consolidate our long-
lasting partnership.  

H.E. David Kuan-
Chou Chien, 

Ambassador of 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) to Belize 

Writes

As the flagship institution of 
higher learning, the University 
of Belize (UB) recently held its 
22nd Anniversary celebration 
ceremony at its main campus 
in Belmopan. Opening the 
ceremony was Dr. Martin Cuellar, 
Dean of Student Affairs, who 
informed us that UB’s 120 full-
time faculty members assist over 
4000 students from across Belize. 
“UB is truly in great hands,” said 
Dr. Martin Cuellar

The main speaker at the 
ceremony was Dr. Vincent Palacio, 
President of the University of 
Belize. 

“A birthday celebration is 
only as good as family and friends, 
who show up to celebrate,” 
he quipped, to the gathered 
diplomats, faculty members, and 
Government representatives. 

He also said, “We gather to 
pay tribute, seek inspiration, and 
herald the path ahead.”

D r.  Vi n c e n t  P a l a c i o 
went on to announce various 
accomplishments at UB since 
August 2021. For example, UB 
has established a graduate studies 
research committee. UB has 
taken the initiative to install a 
piece of analyzer equipment to 
detect mercury in our waterways. 
The science faculty has started a 
Geographic Information System 
GIS program at UB. Belize’s 
largest institution of higher 
learning has held a recruiting 
period for a medical school to 
open its doors in August 2023 

where it will produce its first 
cohort of medical doctors. UB 
has responded to a need from the 
Ministry of Health for a midwifery 
certification program. In addition, 
UB assisted the Ministry of 
Education to build capacity in the 
e-learning environment. 

In other topics, Dr. Vincent 
Palacio announced that for the 
next 12 months UB will be 
implementing a student housing 
program on campus and open 
a Master’s Degree facility on 
research. UB has identified the 
need for a terrestrial field station 
such as in the Pine Ridge, which 
will provide world-class research 
facilities. UB also wants to 
make Belize more food secure 
by expanding its program at 
the Central Farm agricultural 
campus. 

In the years ahead, UB 
wants to establish an indigenous 
and linguistic center to reverse 
the trend of diminishing native 
languages and culture. The 
linguistic center hopes to study 
oral histories—pioneered by Help 
for Progress—and customs. 

UB’s faculty members, 
students,  and Government 
officials will again meet in August 
2023 to celebrate the institution’s 
cutting-edge advancements. As a 
catalyst for a wide set of socio-
economic changes in Belize over 
the last two decades, UB has now 
positioned itself toward a brighter 
future.

The University of Belize 
Holds Anniversary 

Celebrations

Dr. Vincent Palacio

August 10, 2022



The GuardIanPage 12 Sunday, august 14, 2022

 

 

 

IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 


