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The stance that the Minister 
of New Growth Industries has 
taken on the legalization of 
marijuana is perhaps the greatest 
case of naivety or just downright 
bullheadedness that we have ever 
seen.

Earlier this week Kareem 

Musa took on the media to tell 
them that marijuana can be 
legalized to make it a cash-only 
industry. 

We are baffled as to the 
stance that Musa has taken as 
somewhere during his education 
trajectory he should have learnt 

something about economics. 
And what he should have learnt 
was simple- economies are 
integrated. 

Nonetheless he explained to 
the media this week that, “As I 
always say, it’s a cash industry, So 
when you ask me about banking. 
Banking does not necessarily 
come into the picture unless 
you’re banking your cannabis 
dollars. So even in the Caribbean 
and the great United States, where 
it is a $92 billion industry, it is a 
cash industry. So, individuals 
who are engaged in the cannabis 
sector do not go and deposit their 
funds in the banks. That does not 
happen even in America. And so, 
like I keep saying, that is the way 
we have to operate in Belize if we 
were to legalize cannabis.”

The grander picture which 
Musa seems to not grasp is that 
while he proposes the marijuana 
industry to be a ‘cash only’ 
industry, there are those who will 
be involved with the industry 
who do have to bank their money. 
There is where the problem sets 
in and there is where the issue that 
plagues the industry lies, that of 
de-risking.

Simplified to as basic as 
we can get: picture a marijuana 
producer needing to purchase a tire 
for one of the tractors that is used 
to plow a field. That individual 
would have to use the proceeds 
of his sales to purchase that tire. 
When that happens, the proceeds 
of marijuana would be introduced 
into the formal banking sector 
opening up the possibility of the 
bank which is doing business with 
the company that is selling the 
tire to be placed on a de-risking 
list. Simplified even further, 
marijuana producers cannot exist 
onto themselves. They will be 
producing marijuana, making 
cash from it but at some point they 
have to trade with suppliers who 
by the mere fact of doing business 
with marijuana producers will 
expose themselves to all the risks 
of money laundering and who 
will in turn expose their banking 
institutions to de-risking.

Someone needs to take Musa 
back to school so that he is able to 
understand this simple notion.

Kareem Musa Misses 
The Marijuana Problem

Kareem Musa
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Last year, the Social Security 
Board disbursed a loan of 390 
thousand dollars to a company 
which up until July 30 was just 
a pin on a map on the Bullet 
Tree Road. We say it was just 
a pin, because since then it has 
upgraded to have a flyer which 
says, ‘Coming Soon’ Good Stays 
Hotel.

While that loan was issued 
last year, according to the Social 
Security Board’s, Deborah Ruiz, 
the company has applied for and 
has been given the approval for a 
subsequent loan for an additional 
200 thousand dollars. Notices 
which were published on July 8 
and 15 gives the impression that 
the loan is a done deal. The loans 
are worrying for hard working 
Belizeans since it is their money 
which is to be used to pay benefits 
which is being used in these 
ventures. The Board’s Investment 
Committee is making decisions to 
issue these loans and the owners 
of the fund are none the wiser. 
What’s more, there is absolutely 
no information available from 
the Social Security Board as to 
who these loans are being given 

to and what the purpose of the 
loans are for. There is not even 
any disclosure as to what the rate 
of return on these loans are. The 
only information available on this 
loan to Good Stays Hotel is that it 
is for ‘Capital Expenditures’ for 
a term of 10 years.

Of recent, the fund is being 
used for loans which bring 
into question the soundness of 
decisions being taken by the 
investment committee. Twenty 
million dollars is being proposed 
for the Development Finance 
Corporation with another 7 
million dollars being proposed 
to Pharmacy Express which 
is no more than a kiosk at the 
Tourism Village. The loan to 
this pharmacy has also raised 
concerns as they, according to the 
Ministry of Health, are operating 
without a license which is one of 
the requirements that the board 
puts in order to issue loans.  

Another point of concern is 
that the Social Security Board has 
not publicized its financials since 
December of 2020. That’s coming 
close to two years without public 
disclosure as to the soundness of 
the fund and its investments.

SSB Lends 
Half A Million 

Dollars To 
Unknown 
Company

A flyer is the only thing that proves the company’s existence

Police are reporting that yet 
another drug plane has landed, 
this time in the southern part of 
the country in the small village 
of Crique Sarco in the Toledo 
District. 

On Sunday, July 31, a joint 
operation was held by BDF and 
Police personnel between the 
hours of 11:30 in the morning and 
10 at night. During the operation 
the composite patrol visited an 
area in Crique Sarco Village 

where some 6 miles south of the 
village the team discovered an 
illegal airstrip about a mile in 
length. As the unit made its way 
onto the clearing, they found the 
burnt remains of a double engine 
airplane. The craft had no visible 
markings as it was destroyed by 
fire. No one was found in the 
area but police suspect that the 
craft flew into the country with a 
drug cargo.  

Drug Plane Lands 
in Crique Sarco

Law enforcement personnel only found the burnt remains of a plane

The United Democratic Party 
calls for full accounting of every 
dollar of the almost $1 million 
in public funds that were used 
to finance the San Pedro concert 
from the Belize Tourism Board, 
the Protected Areas Conservation 
Trust (PACT) and DIGI.

Sadly, of the $1 million 
Belizean tax payer money spent, 
the small amount of Belizean 
artists that were hired amounted 
to less than five (5) percent of the 
budget.

The Minister of Tourism 
justified the expenditure by saying 
the festival would put butts on 
planes, attracting thousands of 
tourists to Belize during the 
traditional low season. This was 
certainly not the case.

The United Democratic 
Party maintains the position that 

it is wasteful to spend hundreds of 
thousands of tax payers’ dollars 
on foreign artists. We believe the 
proceeds from the concert should 
go towards national celebration 
events like the Queen of the Bay, 
Battle of St. George’s Caye Day, 
Carnival, Independence Day and 
Garifuna Settlement Day.

Organizers of these events 
are in desperate need of financial 
support.

With just a fraction of what 
was paid to foreign artists, the 
BTB can make this September 
Celebrations and other public 
events memorable.

The United Democratic 
Party demands a transparent 
audit of the $1 million tax payer 
dollar concert and will use all 
legal channels to hold BTB 
accountable to the people.

UDP Calls For Audit 
of BTB’s Million 
Dollar Concert
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Mass Shooting At Nightclub 
In Hopkins

Noah Moro Emilio Garcia

Kenyon Moore, Brian Andrews, John Roy Smith, Sherwin Moore

night of Terror
Sometime around 1:42 on 

the morning of Sunday July 31, 
the Wabinaha Night Club was 

the scene of public terror. Three 
men stormed into the club with 
firearms and indiscriminately 
opened fire inside the crowded 
establishment. The shooting 
was preceded by an argument 
between one of the patrons of 
the club and the three men who 
were making advances on the 

patron’s girlfriend. There was an 
exchange of words after which 
the three men left and returned. 
They kicked open the door of 

the club and began to fire at 23-
year-old Noah Moro with whom 
they had the dispute minutes 
earlier. The men then turned their 
weapons on anyone else in the 
establishment.

By the time the bullets had 
subsided 10 persons had been 
shot, two of them fatally. 

Noah Moro was one of the 
first victims and he lay dead 
inside the club. Also killed was 
56-year-old Honduran national, 

Emilio Garcia. Receiving injuries 
were 18-year-olds Imiah Leanne 
Buller and Paul Bradley, 25-
year-old Shaquita Ellis, 20 year-
old Jada Maximo, 42-year-old 
Superintendent of Police Gerald 
Jones, Police Corporal 32-year-
old Rudel Pau, Woman Police 
Constable Pamela Zuniga and a 
15-year-old female minor.

Shortly after the shooting 
the three men responsible left 
the establishment and thereafter 
two vehicles were seen speeding 
away.

Arrests
Following the shooting 

police detained a retired Canadian 
soldier of Sittee River Village 
identified as 43-year-old John 
Roy Smith. He was detained 
and thereafter he was charged 
for two counts of Abetment to 
Commit Murder. By Wednesday, 
the charges were upgraded to 
murder. Police say Smith was 
the driver of one of the getaway 

vehicles which was seen leaving 
the area. 

On Monday August 1, 
three men, 35-year-old Sherwin 

Moore, 28-year-old Kenyon 
Moore and 28-year-old Brian 
Andrews who were wanted by 
police in connection with the 
shooting were being escorted to 
the police station in Dangriga by 
their attorney when they were 
intercepted by a police mobile 
patrol. They were taken into 
custody and on Wednesday, 
August 3, they were all charged 
with two counts of murder. 
They appeared in Dangriga’s 
Magistrate court where they were 
remanded to prison. 

Following the shooting, 
questions have arisen as to the 
presence of a 15-year-old in the 
club and police have also opted 
to charge the proprietor of the 
establishment. Police arrested 
and charged 69-year-old Belizean 
Businessman, Franklin Nunez for 
the offenses of Admitting a person 
under 18 years of age into a 
nightclub and failing to provide a 
male and female security guard. 

One of the victims lay dead inside the nightclub
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The United Democratic 
Party has raised concerns about 
interference by government 
officials in the Alrick Smith 
murder case and there is even 
more being discovered now.

As we reported, one person 
of interest is a police corporal 
who is the driver of a senior 
Cabinet official. Police officers 
were instructed not to detain that 
special driver for questioning 
even though the getaway vehicle 
is said to have been parked at 
his home in Ladyville after the 
murder.

Another person of interest 
is PUP youth leader Justin 

Usher. Usher was one of the 
youth  voices of the PUP who 
led protests with COLA during 
the UDP administration. Sources 
inside the police department say 
that the getaway vehicle is linked 
directly to Justin Usher.

However, we are reliably 
informed that he was allowed 
to flee the country. When will 
the cover up end? State cover 
up is equal to state sanctioned 
murder. If police does not reveal 
the name of the police officer 
and the high ranking government 
official he drives for, we will do 
so tomorrow.

Was PUP Youth 
Leader Allowed 

To Flee The 
Country?

noTICe
BeTTer aBILITY TradInG 

LIMITed
(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given to all interested 
parties that BeTTer aBILITY TradInG 
LIMITed incorporated under the Belize IBC 

Act (Chapter 270), commenced dissolution 
on august 3rd, 2022, and Mr. Wei-Chen 

Chiu, of A1, 27F., No.168, Heping 1st Rd., 
Lingya Dist., Kaohsiung City 802448, Taiwan 
is the Liquidator of the Company. Any claims 
against the Company should be forwarded to 
the Liquidator (Email: accountant.wirop@

gmail.com or Telephone Number: 07-
7019621) by September 2nd, 2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

Justin Usher

UDP Shadow Minister for 
Home Affairs, Hon. Michael 
Peyrefitte told Wave Radio’s Fus 
Thing Dah Mawnin on Tuesday 
that there is political interference 
in an investigation that could 
possibly lead to the solving of 
a murder. That murder is that of 
Alrick Smith who was shot and 
killed as he made his way out 
of Love FM’s studios on Friday 
July 29. 

At the time of the killing, a 
grey SUV was seen trailing Smith 
and ultimately the shooters came 
out of that very vehicle to execute 
him.

S i n c e  t h e  m u r d e r , 
investigations by police has 
pointed to a police corporal at 
who’s home the vehicle was 
believed to have been parked. 
According to Hon. Peyrefitte, 
investigators picked up the 
police corporal and were in the 
process of taking him in for 
questioning when they were 
instructed to release him. There 

was no explanation given as to 
the reason for the release but 
it is Peyrefitte’s belief that the 
corporal is receiving special 
political protection. The police 
corporal is a driver to a highly 
placed Government official who 
would not have his driver facing 
such embarrassment and forced 
the officers to let him go without 
even so much as questioning 
him. 

What is worse, according 
to Peyrefitte, is that the police 
department enacted a state of 
emergency in which dozens 
of  res iden ts  o f  the  Lake 
Independence area have been 
arrested and remanded for 30 
days. Peyrefitte says that the 
actions were done to mislead the 
public that Smith’s killing was 
gang related. Peyrefitte says that 
this is the furthest thing from the 
truth and the actions now have 
innocent people incarcerated 
because of supposed retaliatory 
action which would never come

UDP Shadow 
Minister 

Reveals Official 
Protection Of 

Police Corporal

Notorious Belize City figure, 
Alrick Smith, 36, was fatally shot 
on Friday July 29 as he was 
leaving the Love FM media center 

on Slaughter House Road. Smith 
had just made an appearance on 
one of the media-plex’s stations, 

Murdered Leaving 
Radio Studio

Alrick Smith

(Continued on Page 7)
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A woman, 27-year-old 
Shantel Williams, remains in 
police custody following the 
stabbing death of her common 
law husband, 39-year-old Louis 
Adolphus.

Williams reported to police 
that at about 12:50 on the morning 
of Tuesday, August 2nd, she 
became involved in an argument 
with Adolphus during which she 
inflicted a stab wound to him. 

When police visited the scene 
at the couple’s home located at 
number 48 Currasow Street in 
Belize City, they found Adolphus 
inside one of the house’s rooms 
with a single stab wound. He 
was taken to the Karl Heusner 
Memorial Hospital where he died 
while undergoing treatment.

Family members indicate 
that the couple had a rocky 
off and on relationship where 

domestic violence was a regular 
occurrence.

Adolphus’s mother told 
Love News that the two had 
separated because of this, 
however they somehow ended 
back together. On the night of his 
killing, Adolphus had reached out 
to his brother who is a policeman 
for help but because the brother 
was not in Belize city he could 
not be assisted.

S i n c e  h e r  d e t e n t i o n , 
Williams has told police that she 
killed Adolphus in self defense. 
According to the police the 
matter has been referred to the 
Director of Public Prosecutions to 
proffer charges. They say that the 
long history of domestic violence 
will be pivotal to determine what 
charges will be brought  against 
Williams. 

Louis Adolphus Shantel Willaims

Domestic Dispute Leads To Homicide
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More FM’s programs when he 
was waylaid and shot multiple 
times just minutes after 10p.m.

Surveillance footage from 
the center shows as Smith made 
his way into the studios. As he did 
a grey SUV momentarily parked 
in front of the studio and drove 
off. Footage inside the radio 
station shows Smith giving away 
cash on behalf of a company in 
Belize City. When the program 
was done, Smith left and just 
seconds later the same grey SUV 
returned when two men exited the 
vehicle and shot Smith multiple 
times. He died on the spot.

Since the killing, there is 
a whirlwind of speculation as 

to the reason for the execution. 
Commissioner of Police Chester 
Williams told the media on 
Wednesday that there are two 
possibilities, one is that it is over 
a female and the other it is over 
money. 

Whatever  the  mot ive , 
Smith is dead and there are 
more questions than answers. 
One thing is certain, that is that 
Smith was no stranger to the law 
and close calls on his life. There 
have been numerous attempts 
on his life. He has been accused 
of a number of crimes including 
murder and drug trafficking. He’s 
also been accused at firing shots 
at police. 

(Continued from Page 5)

Murdered Leaving 
Radio Studio

Belize is  for tunate  to 
have received 10,000 doses 
of AstraZeneca Vaccine from 
the Government of India last 
week. Belize is competing with 
developing countries for vaccines. 
About 60% of our current stock 
of vaccines against COVID-19 
are donations. 

The  As t r aZeneca  has 
now been deployed to the 20 
vaccination sites across the 
Country. Actual vaccinations 
began last Wednesday. 

According to Dr. Natalia 
Largaespada Beer, Technical 
Advisor, Maternal and Child 
Health Unit at the Ministry of 
Health and Wellness, Belizeans 
are privileged to have access to 
more than one type of vaccine 

against COVID-19 at this time. 
These vaccines have proven safe 
for pregnant women says, Dr. 
Beer. 

Unfortunately, the SARS-
CoV-2 virus is still circulating 
in the Belizean population. “The 
SARS-CoV-2 virus is here in 
Belize, we continue to have 
cases,” says Dr. Natalia Beer. 
What is keeping the numbers of 
the COVI-19 down is the high 
vaccination coverage, which is at 
near 50% However; Belize needs 
a minimum of 70% vaccination 
coverage reports Dr. Beer.

Cabinet was provided last 
week with a written update on the 
status of COVID-19 vaccinations. 
Currently, there are more than 
209,950 vaccines on hand. As of 

26th July 2022, 227,767 persons 
or 52.9 percent had received at 
least one dose of the vaccine, 
and 218,203 or 50.7 percent 
have been fully vaccinated. Of 
the population ages 12 to 17 
years, 26,722 have received two 
doses of the vaccines and of the 
population, five to 11 years, 5,626 
or 7.6 percent have received two 
doses. To date, 49,921 booster 
shots have been issued. 

Dr. Beer also says that having 
a lower number of cases means 
that we are safer. But we do not 
know the future of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus since there remains 
a possibility for it to mutate into 
a more lethal variant.  

Vaccines and a person’s 
immunity are vital to combating 
COVID-19. If a person has an 
underlying condition such as 

obesity then another variable is 
introduced. 

“ We  d o n ’ t  n e e d  t h e 
Government to put laws in 
place…we just have to do it,” 
comments Dr. Beer, on keeping 
the cases of COVID-19 low. 

“Individual responsibility is 
the key,” she says. 

The Ministry of Health & 
Wellness, therefore, continues to 
remind persons, especially the 
vulnerable population such as 
the elderly, pregnant women, and 
persons with underlying medical 
conditions, to protect themselves 
by getting vaccinated; continue 
to utilize a well-fitted face mask, 
especially in crowded indoor and 
outdoor areas; and practice regular 
hand washing and sanitizing, and 
social distancing. 

Belize Gets Access To Donated 
COVID-19 Vaccines

Dr. Natalia Largaespada Beer

On Wednesday August 3 the 
Belize Police Department issued 
wanted posters for three men 
whom they believe can assist 
them in their investigations into 
the murder of Alrick Smith who 
was killed on Friday July 29 as he 
was leaving a radio station.

According to Commissioner 
of Police, Chester Williams, there 
are four men who can assist them 
in their investigations. Among 
them is a man identified as Jody 
Burgess who originally owned 
a vehicle which was seen at the 
scene of the murder. Since the 
killing, the vehicle was found 

burnt on the John Smith Road. 
Williams says that Burgess sold 
the vehicle to PUP operative 
Justin Usher and as such Williams 
says Usher has some questions 
to answer. Williams added that 
there were two persons inside the 
vehicle from which the murder 
was committed and one of those 
persons is a close relative to Jody 
Burgess. 

The Compol says that the 
police believes that one of the 
persons who is wanted is on 
his way to the U.S. via illegal 
routes. He says that Mexican 

Police Issue Wanted 
Posters In Murder 

of Alrick Smith
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 



The GuardIanPage 9 Sunday, august 7, 2022

Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
As long as your current love 

life situation fits in with your family 
dynamic, you’re golden. In fact, you 
might be happier than you have been in 
quite some time. If, however, someone 
in your clan isn’t being supportive 
of your romantic life, you may feel 
disheartened. Still, it’s possible to find 
the balance you need and get things 
on track. One example might be that 
you and your sweetheart are trying 
to integrate your families with each 
other. You can do so successfully 
-- just probably not in the way you 
expect. An adjustment period could 
be necessary. Singles might make 
an unexpected romantic connection 
through a relative.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
A change in your current love life 

situation might be essential in order for 
you to feel fully alive. If you feel like 
you’re buzzing, inside and out, you 
can blame ferocious Mars teaming up 
with erratic Uranus in your sign on 
Monday. The desire to shake up your 
love life can translate into direct action! 
Depending on your current romantic 
storyline, anything from a sudden love 
connection to a shocking breakup could 
happen. On the other hand, you might 
instead make a radical change to your 
physical appearance or your mental 
outlook on love. These changes may 
ultimately be the key to your success.

May 21 – Jun 20 
Being trapped between stillness 

and impulsivity is all too probable in 
your love life this week. Active Mars 
and risk-taker Uranus will connect on 
Monday, and while this would typically 
result in an urge to take unexpected 
action, in your case it may feel more 
like drowning. Since this occurs in 
your reclusive 12th house, you might 
be spending more time fantasizing over 
what you want to do and how you want 
to do it -- instead of actually doing it. 

This might not be such a bad thing! In 
fact, you are probably saving yourself 
from doing something that could easily 
cause trouble in the future, even if it’s 
motivated by love.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
You’ve got some of the most 

romantically stunning possibilities 
this week! Elegant Venus, currently 
moving through your sign, will make 
a gorgeous link to Uranus and Mars on 
Tuesday. Since both of these planets 
are in your social 11th house, it’s very 
possible that a friend will suddenly 
turn into a lover. If this happens, you’re 
not likely to have any regrets. In fact, 
this is probably more than a one-night 
stand -- it could be love. If you’re 
in a relationship, then you and your 
sweetheart can both enjoy more passion 
and potentially appreciate the attainment 
of a mutual goal. Don’t hesitate to 
pop the champagne in celebration!

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
Acting with subtlety in romance 

this week is more likely than shouting 
from the rooftops how much you love 
someone -- even for you, bold Leo. 
Venus is moving through your hidden 
12th house, which might explain your 
more subdued approach to matters of 
the heart. Fortunately, this isn’t likely 
to make for a difficult love cycle at 
the moment. In fact, Venus will make 
gorgeous links to Uranus, Mars, and 
Neptune throughout the week, ensuring 
that your instinct to keep quiet and 
private about matters of the heart should 
serve you well. Whatever delicious 
moments you have will probably 
remain private. You’re not going to 
kiss and tell.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Wishes can come true for matters 

of the heart this week, so make sure 
your wishes are things you actually 
want. Romantic Venus is currently 
traveling through the area of your chart 

connected to your greatest hopes and 
aspirations. During the week, she’ll 
make stunning links to Uranus, Mars, 
and then Neptune. All of this suggests 
sudden rapid movement toward a 
love dream coming true -- possibly 
literally. You may find that a friend or 
someone in your social circle is helping 
you achieve this. In some cases, there 
might be an engagement or marriage 
to celebrate. Either way, fulfillment in 
love can be yours.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You might be about to go way 

out of your comfort zone in terms of 
your love and sex life. Something 
that used to be off limits for you may 
suddenly become appealing, much 
to your partner’s delight. A little 
sexual experimentation is likely, but it 
shouldn’t get out of hand. It’ll probably 
be just edgy enough to add some major 
excitement to your love life, but not 
reckless enough to feel dangerous. 
That said, if you’re completely single, 
it is possible that you’ll make a snap 
decision to get involved in a one-
night stand or a “no strings attached” 
situation. Make sure you really want 
it.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Anything goes this week in 

your love life! Specifically, for those 
in relationships, you might want to 
prepare yourself for your partner 
taking some major unexpected action. 
This could be spicy -- or it could be 
disastrous. Mars will be coordinating 
with quirky Uranus in your partnership 
sector on Monday. Make an effort to be 
ready for sudden, unexpected actions 
connected to your lover’s behavior or 
in your relationship overall. While it 
could be sexually thrilling, your partner 
might also have a sudden accident or 
temper tantrum. Be ready for the best or 
the worse. If single, you have glowing 
romantic prospects when Venus trines 
Neptune on Saturday. A dream lover 
could be nearby.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
There’s probably a strange 

situation brewing in your love life. It 
may feel as if you’ve grown tired of the 
same old activities and you’ve decided 
to become more spontaneous and 
shake things up. The irony, however, 
is that you might end up planning for 
more spontaneity, potentially literally 
scheduling it into your week. What’s 
even more confounding is the fact that 
this approach is likely to work for you. 
Somehow, you can attract someone 
into your life who is also craving some 

Your Horoscope

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given under the intoxicating Liquor License 

Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000 
that Shantae Flowers is applying for a new restaurant License for 
the year 2022 to operate “Triple M’s Meals and Treats” located at 
Triple M’s Meals and Treats

change, but isn’t reckless about it -- 
or you could inspire change in your 
current partner. Checking romantic 
impulsiveness off of your to-do list is 
exactly what you should get to do by 
the week’s end.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Surprises in matters of the heart 

could fall into your lap without warning. 
A sizzling Mars-Uranus conjunction 
will land in your 5th House of Joy on 
Monday. This is almost guaranteed 
to spice things up in your love life 
by bringing all sorts of unexpected 
developments your way. It might be 
a romantic opportunity that seems 
completely wild and yet, is exactly the 
kind of road you may want to take. If 
you’re in a relationship, Venus in your 
partnership sector will make gorgeous 
links to Uranus and Mars on Tuesday. 
Say yes to doing something with your 
mate that you would normally refuse 
to do -- you’ll probably be glad you 
remained open.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Early in the week, it’s possible that an 
unexpected family crisis will distract 
you from your love life -- or even 
derail it. If your attention is required at 
home on Monday, just stay the course. 
Focus on putting out any fires, and 
once they’re contained, you can return 
to your romantic situation. Happily, 
it’s possible that a potential sweetheart 
will rally by your side and help you 
deal with this domestic drama as it 
unfolds. They could come up with a 
radical solution that actually works 
when Venus aligns with Uranus and 
Mars this Tuesday. Single? You could 
meet someone connected to healthcare 
or at your local gym.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
It’s a glorious week for love, 

and you’re sure to feel extra romantic 
and dreamy. Fortunately, giving in to 
your fantasies shouldn’t disappoint. 
Everything starts when Venus connects 
beautifully to both Uranus and Mars 
on Tuesday. With charming Venus in 
your true love sector, you could meet 
someone new if single. This may 
happen while taking a stroll in your 
neighborhood or during a short trip. 
This person might even be on your bus 
or train during your workday commute. 
Those who are already coupled may feel 
like their relationship is charmed when 
Venus embraces Neptune on Sunday. 
Take advantage of the blessings Venus 
can bring to your love life!

LoST BoaT reGISTraTIon
I, Jaime G. novelo, hereby gives notice that I 
have lost my registration certificate for Motor 

Vessel PrInCe MILeS with registration 
#SC-1148. The boat has a white and red hull 

with yellow and green stripes and grey interior.

noTICe
In The Matter of

naoMaSa ManaGeMenT LTd.
in voluntary

liquidation, members’ winding up and 
dissolution.

TaKe noTICe that
naoMaSa ManaGeMenT LTd.

is in dissolution.
The date of commencement of the 

dissolution is
the 3rd day of august 2022.

The liquidator is Chryso Perikou

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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A  m e m o r a n d u m  o f 
understanding was signed on 
Thursday, July 29 at the San 
Ignacio Resort Hotel between 
Chris Dick, Country Director of 
the Human Trafficking Institute 
HTI, and the Ministry of Human 
Development. It came one day 
before, which was July 30th, when 
the United Nations recognized 
World Day against Trafficking 
in Persons. 

The theme for  2022’s 
World Day against Trafficking 
in Persons is “Use and abuse 

of technology.” This is a fitting 
theme as traffickers have been 
able to reach potential victims 
with great speed and anonymity 
using online technology. 

Human trafficking continues 
to be a challenge both globally 
and locally. Human Trafficking 
is the recruitment, transportation, 
transfer, harboring, or receipt of 
people through force, fraud, or 
deception, intending to exploit 
them for profit. Men, women, and 
children of all ages and from all 
backgrounds can become victims 

of this crime, which occurs in 
every region of the world. The 
traffickers often use violence or 
fraudulent employment agencies 
and fake promises of education 
and job opportunities to trick and 
coerce their victims. 

The good news is that this 
year the US Government in its 
Trafficking in Persons Report 
upgraded Belize’s status from 
Tier 2 Watch List to Tier 2. Belize 
can only be on Tier 2 for two 
consecutive years. 

The Ministry of Human 
Development has announced that 
there were 70 suspected cases 
of human trafficking between 
January 2017 and July 2022. 
The report indicates that female 
victims continue to be affected 
by trafficking persons. There is a 
15-year trend globally where the 
share of children being trafficked 
has increased by 30%.

“We recognize today as a 
day set aside to sort of recognize 
this fight but understanding that 
the fight doesn’t just take place on 
one day. It takes place on the days, 
and the weeks, and the months, 
and the years, to shape at home, 
to outsmart those traffickers who 
are trying to exploit others,” says 
Chris Dick, from HTI. 

The Chief Executive Officer 
in the Ministry of Human 
Development has stated that the 
Government of Belize did not 
meet the minimum standards in 
several key areas. For example, the 
Government did not adequately 
address official complicity in 

trafficking crimes, reports of 
which remain common. Also, the 
Government did not adequately 
oversee labor  recrui tment 
or investigate allegations of 
t r a f f i c k i n g .  I m p o r t a n t l y, 
authorities reportedly did not 
consistently screen migrants, 
refugees, or asylum seekers 
for trafficking, and may have 
deported or arrested unidentified 
trafficking victims. 

There is now the 2022 to 
2023 Anti-trafficking Action 
Plan for Belize. These are 
recommendations to further 
the Government of Belize’s 
anti-trafficking efforts over 
the next year. These include 
implementing the anti-trafficking 
law by vigorously investigating 
and prosecuting traffickers, 
including child sex tourists and 
officials allegedly complicit in 
trafficking crimes, and imposing 
significant prison sentences upon 
those convicted. Also, to increase 
training for and efforts to pursue 
financial crime investigations in 
tandem with human trafficking 
cases. 

Howell Grinnage from 
Crime Stoppers Belize took 
the opportunity to explain to 
the audience on Thursday the 
P3 Tips Application which can 
be downloaded from either the 
Apple Store or Google’s Play 
Store. In the tips application you 
can get a cash reward of up to 
$1000.00 says Grinage.

MOU Against Human Trafficking

Jaunna Murillo is the Focal Point for the Antitrafficking in Persons Council

counterparts have been informed 
and they may be on the lookout 
for this individual. 

The persons for whom 
wanted posters have been issued 

are Jedd Burgess, Micah Paul 
Tillett and Justin Kyle Usher. 

Compol Williams says that 
Smith’s killing may be as a result 
of a dispute over a woman or 

money. He noted that Smith’s 
murder is inter-gang related 
which would suggest that those 
persons wanted by police may 

somehow be members of some 
gang who were affiliated with 
Smith. 

Police Issue Wanted Posters 
In Murder of Alrick Smith


