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Over the weekend a storm 
of criticism was levied against 
the Social Security Board after 
a public announcement was 
made that it intended to lend 7 
million dollars to a pharmacy 
called Pharmacy Express for 
the purposes of refinancing and 
increasing inventory. Since 
the matter made the public 
domain, even the Ministry of 
Health has come out against the 
loan. Prime Minister Johnny 
Briceno confirmed during an 
appearance on Love FM that the 
company was operating without 
a pharmaceutical license.

Additionally, there are 
now concerns on how it is was 

that such a major oversight 
could have taken place when 
investment requirements clearly 
indicate that those applying for 
loans, among other things, need 
to present, “copies of relevant 
permits.” A license is just such a 
requirement.

What’s more, Pharmacy 
Express does not even have 
visible infrastructure other than 
a kiosk at the Fort Street Tourism 
Village in Belize City. 

Among pharmacy peers, 
Pharmacy Express is a running 
joke. There are those who say that 
the products they provide have 
dubious origins and at times do 
not provide the required benefits. 

Pharmacists say that the company 
even provides expired pills and 
that may be the reason that they 
require financing because most 
of what they have on inventory 
has expired.

With so many questions, 
the only logical deduction as 
to how it is that the company 

can even be considered for a 
loan of such a magnitude is that 
Pharmacy Express’ principals 
are PUP Cronies. It is notable 
that the company was able to cut 
through all the processes that are 
put in place to safeguard the hard 
earned money of the working 
population of Belize.

7 Million Dollars Of Workers Money 
For Dubious Pharmacy

Some medications provided have expired

The Social Security Board 
(SSB) is in the process of giving 
a pharmaceutical company a loan 
for 7 million dollars. And while 
it does so, Belizeans consistently 

complain that they are unable to 
collect benefits from the fund 
despite having contributed to it.

One such person is John 
Bracket who is a former Belize 
Defence Force soldier who has 
approached the SSB to receive 
a disability benefit. Bracket says 
that the SSB has been giving him 
the run-around when he is least 
able to move. The 53 year old 
explains that his right foot has 
been amputated and he is in need 
of a disability benefit. Bracket 
has over 500 contributions to 

Amputee Soldier 
Can’t Get 

Benefits From 
Social Security

John Bracket

(Continued on Page 4)
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United Democratic Party 
Leader, Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow 
has once again been recognized 
for his outstanding contributions 
to the community in Belize. 
During the 7th annual ANS 
gathering, Hon. Barrow was 
recognized as a Hall of Fame 
Honoree. During the ceremonies 
he received numerous certificates 
from various organizations in 
recognition of his work in the 
community. 

In a Facebook post, Hon. 
Barrowed expressed: 

“Extremely humbled to 
have been the Hall of Fame 
Honoree and Keynote Speaker 
at the ANS 7th annual faith based 
organization “I Rise” Award 
Ceremony in Brooklyn NY July 
23rd, 2022.

Happy to have my Mother 
with me as I spoke of living to 
serve Belize & Humanity.

Thanks to Dr Chloe Natacha 
for honoring me and her continued 
service to Brooklyn, New York, 
thanks to Congresswoman Yvette 
Clark, NY, Senator Roxanne 
Persaud, NYS, Assemblywoman 
Rodneyse Hermelyn, NYS, 
Assemblywoman Letrice Walker, 
NYS, Assemblywoman Kimberly 
Pierre, NYS, New York City 
Council Member Rita Joseph and 
The Public Advocate for the City 
of New York Jumaane Williams 
for their honors and recognition 
of my service to Belize.

Strengthening relations with 
our friends in the U.S. is critical to 
the development of our Nation.”

UDP Party Leader 
Honored in the U.S.

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow received numerous certificates

the fund which should qualify 
him for the benefit but the board 
has told him he does not qualify 
because he has not employed 
since 2018. Despite being told he 
is not qualified, Bracket was told 
that he needed to get a medical 
report from a specialist to state 
that he is disabled. This is despite 
the fact that it is evident that he 
is missing a foot. 

The  Board’s  pos i t ion 
is that in order to honor the 
benefit, persons have to have 
110 contributions in the last three 
years which Bracket does not 
have. They say he may be entitled 
to a grant but thereafter he cannot 
get any other benefit. 

It’s a sad case especially 
when the Board is preparing to 
give a risky 7 million dollar loan 
to a PUP Crony. 

(Continued from page 2)

Amputee Soldier 
Can’t Get 

Benefits From 
Social Security

B PA M a r i t i m e  Yo u t h 
Summer Camp

The Belize Port Authority 
(BPA) in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Public Utilities, Energy, 
Logistics and E-Governance 
will be conducting a series of 
Maritime Youth Summer Camps 
for children between the ages of 7 
to 15 years for the period August 
2-19, 2022.

This  unique Mari t ime 
Summer Camp is designed 
to provide the participants an 
opportunity to take a dive into 
the maritime sector garnering 
knowledge and skills to safely 
operate and survive in a maritime 
environment through a fun and 
hands on technique by certified 
and trained instructors.

At the end of the camp, 
Twenty-Five (25) youths will learn 
about water safety procedures, 
types of personal floating devices 
and how to use them, adopt the 

Help and Handle position, able 
to identify the different types of 
ropes, and how to tie knots and 
hitches, how to apply first aid on 
drowning victims.

The camps will be held in 
three locations on the following 
dates:

August 2-6, 2022: Dangriga 
Town - Dangriga Town Hall from 
8:00 am to 3:30 pm

August 8-12, 2022: San 
Ignacio Town - Victor Galvez 
Stadium from 8:00 am to 3:30 
pm

A u g u s t  1 5 - 1 9 ,  2 0 2 2 : 
Independence Village - Lord 
Michael Ashcroft Stadium from 
8:00 am to 3:30 pm

This summer join us and 
become environmental stewards! 
Spaces are limited, to register, 
kindly visit the Belize Port 
Authority’s website www.
portauthority.bz or contact us at 
501-222-5665.

BPA Maritime Youth 
Summer Camp

Despite falling fuel prices 
across the world, the Government 
of Belize keeps increasing the 
price of fuel.

Again, without notice, the 
price of Diesel went up by 2 cents. 
This is in line and making good 
on the Prime Minister, Johnny 
Briceno’s announcement that 
they need to recover money which 
they say they have been using to 
subsidize the fuel industry with.

According to Minister of 
state Christopher Coye, they 
borrowed 10 million dollars from 

the Central Bank for subsidies. 
Included in those subsidies are 1 
million dollars for tour operators 
and 1.6 million dollars to bus 
operators.

Critics say these are special 
interest subsidies which do not 
benefit the grander Belizean 
public. What’s more is that while 
the Government will recover 10 
million dollars from pump prices, 
there is great doubt that this is an 
actual amount of what was used 
to subsidize fuel.

Price of Diesel Goes Up

Price of Diesel went up
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News that Moises Cal had 
been appointed as the chairman of 
the Public Services Commission 
has caused the United Democratic 
Party to strongly object to his 
appointment. And there is great 
cause for the objection. 

Back in February of 2007, 
Cal was embroiled in scandal as 
he was accused of having been 
detained in Panama with a million 
U.S. dollars and allegedly bribed 
his way to avoid prosecution by 
paying customs officers hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for him to 
be able to leave that country. 

Cal was additionally under 
scrutiny as he was using a 

diplomatic passport after he had 
given up a diplomatic posting he 
held in order for him to pursue a 
political career in Belmopan.

When questioned about 
the matter, Prime Minister 
Briceno who will be making 
the appointment stated that 
everyone makes mistakes but 
they can reform. He added that 
the accusations against Cal have 
never been proven but noted that 
Cal is a good citizen in Belmopan 
doing some kinds of charity 
work. He concluded saying that 
the appointment has not yet been 
made official. 

Accused 
Money Mule 
Considered 

For Chairman 
of Public 
Services 

Commission

The Legislation for the 
legalization of marijuana has been 
shelved. That was the news that 
Prime Minister Johnny Briceno 
gave the country on Wednesday 
during an appearance on Love 
FM’s morning show. 

In March of this year, the PUP 
administration rammed through a 
bill that legalizes the sale and use 
of marijuana. The Bill however 
has not been enacted since it 
met great resistance in particular 
from the churches which went so 
far as to secure signatures of 10 
percent of the voting population 
to trigger a referendum. While 
the churches went about the 
process of trying to trigger the 
referendum, the Government 
was adamant that they had done 
extensive consultations to arrive 
at the conclusion that the Belizean 
public was in agreement with the 
new legislation.

But all that came crashing 
down when one of the key sectors 
of society was consulted. Banking 
stakeholders met with the Minister 
of State in the Ministry of Finance, 
Christopher Coye. During that 
meeting, the banking industry 
expressed their strong concern 
that banking marijuana money 
would put their correspondent 
banking relationships at risk. 
As such they recommended that 
the legislation not be enacted. 
With that it proved that while the 
Government proclaimed that they 
had done extensive consultations, 
one of the primary and most 
important player was not.

Briceno has now said that 
the bill will be shelved and they 
will now be looking at how to 
deal with the referendum as it 
has already been triggered and as 
such there is a specific timeline 
that needs to be followed.   

Bankers Put 
A Stop To 

Marijuana 
Legalization

Marijuana

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz

T h e  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h 
Insurance (NHI) is a Government 
funded program where the 
Government assists patients 
seeking healthcare attention 
with co-payments for services 
as well as medication. These are 
provided through registered NHI 
centers.

One such center is the 
Matron Roberts Polyclinic which 
in the past provided ultrasound 
coverage to pregnant women 
for a fraction of the cost. Now, 
this NHI provider is no longer 
offering ultrasounds as part of 
the NHI coverage. With the 
polyclinic being perhaps the 
largest in the country, it serves 

thousands of patients, many of 
whom are pregnant women. This 
now means that pregnant women 
now have to pay the full price for 
an ultrasound which is an integral 
part of ensuring a healthy birth.  

Over the past few weeks, 
pregnant women who have 
sought medical attention at the 
institution are being met with 
having to pay their entire bill for 
ultrasound services. One woman 
we spoke to told us that she was 
hopeful for NHI coverage since 
the ultrasound costs in excess of 
$100. She explained that the cost 
was prohibitive for her and was 
not certain she would be able to 
afford it. 

Ultrasounds No Longer 
Available Under NHI at 

Matron Roberts

Matron Roberts Polyclinic
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The United Democratic 
Party and Hon. Party Leader Dr. 
Shyne Barrow wish to place on 
the public record our strongest 
objection to the Prime Minister’s 
appointment of a fugitive to head 
the Public Service Commission 
of Belize.

M o i s e s  C a l  w a s  a n d 
perhaps is still wanted in foreign 
jurisdictions for the trafficking of 
large sums of US currency. He was 
infamously arrested in Panama for 
allegedly couriering close to US$1 
million illegally into that country 
– money that reportedly tested 
positive for traces of cocaine 
and is believed to be proceeds of 
drug transactions. Furthermore, 
Panamanian customs officials 
were accused of accepting as 
much as a US$100,000 bribe 

from Cal for his release and 
escape from the country. How can 
someone who resorts to bribery 
preside over a commission that 
expects him to act in a fair and 
impartial manner?

It is baffling how Prime 
Minister Briceno could deem 
Cal a person of ethical and moral 
character worthy of leading 
the public service board when 
he has such an ignominious 
public record. The place for 
the disgraced former diplomat, 
Moises Cal, is not the chair of 
the Public Service Commission 
but perhaps a chair in jail.

The United Democratic 
Party calls on the labour unions, 
civil society and all Belizeans 
to join in rejecting this most 
disgraceful of appointments.

UDP Objects To 
Appointment of 

Disgraced Diplomat

Moises Cal

Former PIV Gang leader, 
Darren Banks was shot and killed 
sometime around 4:40p.m. on 
Monday July 25.

The 48-year-old was in an 
area near the intersection of 
Ebony Street and Amandala 
Drive (Partridge Street) when 
a gunman approached him and 
fired the deadly gunshots.

Police believe the killing is 

a retaliatory shooting which is 
taking place in the Saint Martin’s 
De Porres Area where there has 
been a flare up of gun violence 
among rival gangs in the area. 

Banks had numerous run-ins 
with the law having been charged 
for a number of different crimes 
including murder and attempted 
murder among others. 

Former Gang 
Leader Killed

Darren Banks

The police department 
says it has activated mediation 
mechanisms after a flare-up in 
gang related shootings have taken 
place over the past few days. 

One of those shootings took 
place just minutes after former 
gang leader, Darren Banks was 
shot and killed on Amandala 
drive. The second shooting took 
place on Vernon street where 

43-year-old Kenrick Anthony 
Walton 

was shot.
Walton was sitting in a yard 

under a mango tree when a 
gunman approached him and 
fired shots at him. He was hit to 
the neck and was rushed to the 
Karl Heusner Memorial Hospital 
for treatment. 

Another Man Shot 
In Gang Flare Up

A 26 year old man, Daniel 
Orellano, lost his life at the hands 
of his own friends. 

Police report that sometime 
around 6:50p.m. on Friday July 
22 they were called out to number 
1 Mariposa Street in the Las 
Flores area of Belmopan City 
where they found a man with 
gunshot injuries to the face and 
neck. The man was identified as 
Orellano and investigations by 
police determined that his friend, 
26-year-old Julian Henry was 
cleaning his 16 gauge shotgun 
when it was accidentally fired 
killing Orellano. 

Henry’s attorney, Dickie 

Bradley told news outlets that 
Henry was at home preparing 
to go on a hunting trip when 
he was experiencing problems 
with the shotgun. During that 
time someone came calling and 
as Henry was moving about it 
the house he stumbled and the 
shotgun went off. The pellets 
went through the house’s window 
and fatally hit Orellano. 

Police have since charged 
Henry  wi th  the  c r ime of 
Manslaughter by Negligence. He 
was denied bail when he appeared 
before the Belmopan’s Magistrate 
court and was remanded to the 
Belize Central Prison. 

Man Kills Friend While 
Cleaning Shotgun

Daniel OrellanoJulian Henry
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Police in Dangriga are 
investigating the murder of 43-
year-old Alolpho Nunez who was 
shot and killed at his home. 

Police report that sometime 
around 9p.m. on Monday, July 
25th, Nunez was at home with 
other family members on Rear 
Pine Street in Dangriga Town 
when someone came calling for 

him. When he went to his gate 
to see who was looking for him, 
he was met with a barrage of 
gunshots which claimed his life. 

Nunez’s family members 
admit that he had his run-ins with 
the law but are trying to come 
to grips as to why his life would 
have been taken in this manner. 

Gangland Style 
Killing In Dangriga

Police in Dangriga are 
looking for a suspect following a 
stabbing which claimed the life of 
38-year-old Ronald Lloyd Gill. 

Gill was at a fast food shop 
on the George Price Highway in 
the Lakeland area of Dangriga 
Town sometime around midday 
on Saturday July 23 when he 
got involved in an argument 

with another man. Shortly after 
the argument the man left and 
returned with a knife which he 
used to stab Gill multiple times 
to the back and chest. 

Eyewitnesses say that while 
there was an argument it was not 
so bad that I should have led to 
Gill being stabbed to death. 

Adolpho Nunez

Argument Leads 
to Stabbing 

Death

Ronald Lloyd Gill

Ever since taking office in 
November of 2020, the People’s 
United Party has proven to the 
nation that there can never be 
an administration as nepotistic 
as this one. Every single board, 
statutory body or Government 
controlled institution is replete 
with appointments that feature 
persons directly connected to 
Government ministers. 

The Social Security Board 

is no exception. Looking at the 
composition we can see that 
there are two individuals who 
are brothers to sitting ministers. 
Then there is the wife of the 
Secretary General of the People’s 
United Party. Other appointments 
include close family members of 
closely connected PUP insiders. 

It is no wonder then that 
when a PUP crony approached 
the Social Security Board for a 

The Nepotistic SSB Board

7 million dollar loan, it was met 
with great enthusiasm. So great 
was the enthusiasm that basic 
actions of due diligence were 
not conducted on the company 

seeking the loan. Now the PUP 
administration is facing all 
manner of criticism all because 
they are bent on further enriching 
their cronies.  
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
You might be tempted to pick a 

fight with your lover early in the week 
-- potentially just for argument’s sake. 
Sometimes your fiery energy might 
push you to stir the pot just to keep 
things interesting! While that can 
restore passion in a love connection, 
this Tuesday it’s far more likely to 
create problems for no reason at all. 
Before you say anything on this day, 
ask yourself: Is it true? Is it kind? Is it 
necessary? If not, you might want to 
hold your tongue. On the other hand, 
singles have some glorious romantic 
prospects coming your way. A dazzling 
New Moon lands in your true love 
sector on Thursday. Love could fall 
into your lap!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Saying too much too soon to 

a prospective partner is a present 
danger -- it could actually scare this 
person off. No matter how strong 
your feelings are, even if they’re 
definitely reciprocated, you should 
allow this connection to unfold over 
time rather than rush anything. If 
you’re single, this might be a week 
better spent thinking about realistic 
expectations and values in love rather 
than daydreaming about something that 
is completely unattainable. Yes, you 
deserve the best, but remember that 
people are only people! Expecting one 
person to meet all of your needs is not 
what love is all about.Gemini  

May 21 – Jun 20 
You might feel slighted early in 

the week by your lover and if so, you’ll 
almost certainly want to speak up about 
it. Unfortunately, the manner in which 
you confront your mate is not likely 
to create peace and harmony between 
you. In fact, it might inflame your 
connection even more! If you do get 
into a fight on Tuesday, remember that 
what you’re currently arguing about 
may not be what you’re really fighting 
about. The issue could go much deeper. 
Thankfully, whether you’re single or 
attached, your mind can open up to 
more positive thoughts surrounding 
love and pleasure after Thursday’s 
New Moon. This lunar event should 
attract very pleasurable opportunities 
your way.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
This week might not be smooth 

sailing in matters of the heart. Even 
though Venus is in your sign, there’s a 
chance for you to overreach. The love 
planet will square exuberant Jupiter 
on Monday, which induces a larger-
than-life quality in matters of the heart. 
This doesn’t have to be terrible in and 
of itself, but consider that you might 
promise more than you can deliver in 
love or try to rush a new connection 
-- it’s safe to say that romance can 
quickly get problematic right now. 
Be positive about love prospects, 
but don’t throw all of your eggs into 
one basket unless you’re prepared 
to clean up any potential messes.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
This could turn out to be a 

spectacular week for you in matters 
of the heart -- although that probably 
won’t seem to be the case at first. You 
might be grumpy and extra irritable 
on Tuesday, when gabby Mercury in 
your sign squares off with Mars. It’ll 
be all too easy to misdirect your anger 

toward the wrong person. If you’re 
upset about a career situation, taking it 
out on your mate is a bad idea. Things 
look up on Thursday for everyone 
during the New Moon in your sign. 
Singles can find an open door to big 
romantic opportunities. If attached, 
you’re capable of giving love freely and 
getting more of it in return.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
You could be spreading yourself 

too thin socially in an effort to meet 
a new love interest, increase your 
dating prospects, or improve an overall 
relationship. If you are single, you may 
want to stop trying so hard to force love 
into your life. The more you push, the 
harder it might be to forge a genuine 
love connection. Most likely, anyone 
you encounter this week will only be 
on the superficial level, and nothing 
will get as deep as you’d hope for it to 
be. If you’re already paired up, you and 
your sweetie might enjoy time out with 
friends -- but it might become more of 
an expense than it’s worth. Keep an eye 
on your energy levels.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Comparing your romantic 

situation to that of a couple you know 
could lead to a problem -- especially 
if your partner, current or potential, is 
engaging in the comparison as well. 
Looking to someone else’s love life as 
some kind of impossible standard for 
you and your lover to live up to is not 
only unrealistic, but it is not honoring 
the connection that you may have with 
your mate. Coupled Libras will likely 
both be guilty of this early in the week, 
so do your best to work through this 
trap with patience. If totally single, your 
social life opens up considerably at the 
New Moon in your companionable 11th 
house on Thursday. Love is in the air!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Dogmatic beliefs might cause 

romantic conflicts in your current love 
life. In particular, you and your partner 
might feel unable or unwilling to see 
each other’s perspectives. Keep in 
mind that immediately shooting down 
one another’s opinion or belief is likely 
to grate on your love connection. Ask 
yourself whether it’s more important 
for you to be happy or to be right. 
Single? You might be more focused 
on professional opportunities this week 
than romance. That is, unless you meet 
someone who seems to be a total fan 
of your work. In that case, you might 
find yourself catching some major 
feelings!.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Rushing into things with someone 

new might not be the best idea at this 
time. Venus is currently moving through 
your 8th House of Intensity and will be 
at a square to Jupiter in your romance 
sector on Monday. If you just started 
to date a new paramour, don’t attempt 
to go all in without actually getting to 
know this person first. While they’re 
most likely a beautiful package, there 
might not be much going on inside. If 
you’re in an established relationship, 
then you and your sweetheart might be 
tempted to spend a ton of money doing 
something just for fun. Make sure you 
really want whatever that is.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Overall, your love life is likely to 

bring you more pleasure than trouble 

these days. That’s because Venus is 
still moving through your partnership 
sector, adding her sweet voice to the 
harmony of your romantic potential or 
close connections. Jupiter helps out as 
well when Venus squares this planet 
of expansion on Monday. As a result, 
you can look forward to intensified 
romantic feelings or tenderness. This 
might be unfamiliar, but it doesn’t have 
to be negative at all -- sometimes, love 
should be a grand affair! Single? You 
might be too excited about someone 
new you meet through a relative. 
Manage your expectations.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Love could become a major focus in 
your life at any moment. A New Moon 
in your partnership sector on Thursday 
will all but guarantee it! In fact, if 
you are already in a relationship, you 
and your sweetheart have a chance to 
re-ignite the sparks you experienced 
during your early dating days. If you 
haven’t felt butterflies in your stomach 

Your Horoscope thinking about your love lately, then 
get ready to be pleasantly surprised 
by a renewed honeymoon phase. If 
you’re single, there may be someone 
you’ve got your eye on. A spontaneous, 
passionate kiss might make you weak 
in the knees -- or even ready to commit.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Enjoying romantic pleasures is 

your goal these days -- as long as the 
person you’re experiencing them with 
makes you feel secure. This week, 
however, you might be ready to throw 
caution to the wind and try something 
you never have before. It’s possible that 
you and your sweetheart will want to 
experience a wild adventure together, 
such as bungee jumping, riding in a 
hot air balloon, or anything that you 
normally would consider out of your 
comfort zone. Thanks to a loved one’s 
presence, you can feel both safe and 
excited to try anything new. If single, 
you might meet someone intriguing by 
simply having the time of your life.

noTICe

BuSIneSS LIner InTernaTIonaL 
LTd.

       InVeSTMenT daTa and 
ManaGeMenT a.G.

      Modern BuSIneSS 
TeChnoLoGIeS CorP. 

(“the Companies”)

 Notice is hereby given to all interested 
parties that BuSIneSS LIner 

InTernaTIonaL LTd., InVeSTMenT 
daTa and ManaGeMenT a.G. and 

Modern BuSIneSS TeChnoLoGIeS 
CorP. incorporated under the Belize IBC 

Act (Chapter 270), commenced dissolution on 
July 27th, 2022, and Mr. elias neocleous, 

of 195 Arch. Makarios III Avenue, Neocleous 
House, 3030 Limassol, Cyprus is the 

Liquidator of the Companies. Any claims 
against the Companies should be forwarded 
to the Liquidator (Email: info@neo.law or 
Telephone Number: +357 25110110) by 

August 26th, 2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

Liquor License Notice
Notice is hereby given under the intoxicating Liquor License 

Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000 that 
Noel Padilla is applying for a Publican’s Special License for the year 2022 
to operate “The Wing Stop” located at Nim Li Punit St; City Of Belmopan. 

Notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Oscar Barrera is applying for a Malt & Cider License for the year 
2022 to operate “O&L Sports Bar” located at Cotton Tree Village, 
Cayo District.
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NOTICE 
SEINE BIGHT VILLAGE, STANN CREEK DISTRICT 

ESTATE OF GLENN DAVID HARTZELL   
STATUTORY NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

 
 

Pursuant to Section 36 of Administration of Estates Act, Chapter 197 of the Laws of 
Belize, RE 2011, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all creditors and other persons 
having any claims or demands upon or against the Estate of GLENN DAVID 
HARTZELL, late of Maya Beach, Seine Bight Village, Stann Creek District, Belize, are 
required to send particulars in writing of their claims to the Administrator of the 
said estate, BRITISH HONDURAS PROFESSIONALS LIMITED at P.O. Box 420, Belize 
City, Belize and to send such particulars not later than 23th day of October, 2022; 
AND NOTICE is also hereby given that at the expiration of the last mentioned date, 
the Administrator will proceed to distribute the assets of the said GLENN DAVID 
HARTZELL, deceased, among the parties entitled thereto, having regard only to the 
claims of which particulars have been delivered and the Administrator shall not be 
liable for the assets or any part thereof so distributed to any person or persons of 
whose claims or demands it shall not then have had notice. 

 

DATED: July 23, 2022 
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Eight  members of  the 
G a r i f u n a  C o l l e c t i v e  a r e 
embarking on their first tour since 
the pandemic struck, heading out 
for a three-week tour of Europe 
to perform at various outdoor 
summer festivals in France, the 
Czech Republic, Belgium, and the 
United Kingdom. Some members 
of the Garifuna Collective did 
their latest music rehearsal at 
the Cayo Welcome Center last 
Wednesday. 

Highlights will include 
performing at the 40th edition of 
Peter Gabriel’s world-renowned 
WOMAD festival in Charlton 
Park (UK), their first visit to the 
Czech Republic to perform at 
the Folk Holidays Festival, and 
a concert at one of London’s 
most iconic live music venues: 
The Jazz Cafe in Candem Town. 
(https://garifunacollective.com/
shows)

The group leaves Belize on 
Monday and returns home on 
August 12th. The touring lineup 
features singers Desiree Diego, 
Mohobub Flores, and Kenrick 
“Lovelace” Lewis, drummers 
Denmark Flores and Austin 
Aranda, guitarists Sam Harris and 
Emilio Thomas, and bass player 
and tour manager Al Obando.

The group is also preparing 
to tour the US east coast this fall, 
as well as Australia and New 
Zealand in March 2023. Plans for 
summer 2023 include a US and 
Canada tour.

The Garifuna Collective has 
performed in over 30 countries 
on 5 continents and has been 
part of the most celebrated, 
i n t e rna t i ona l l y - r enowned 
Garifuna albums of all time, 
including the critically acclaimed 
Wátina, recipient of the Womex 
and BBC World Music Award and 
voted by Amazon as the Number 
One World Music Album of All 
Time.

A press  re lease  f rom 
StoneTree Records on The 

Garifuna Collective states that 
they are a seasoned collective of 
musicians from across different 
generations, with a dynamic 
that comes from playing and 
traveling the world together, 
sharing their music and stories 
with global audiences. The 
group has maintained its strength 
despite incredible adversity but 
the history of the Garifuna people 
is one of struggle. The Collective 
take their place in a long line 
of ancestors, maintaining and 
growing the Garifuna and 
Belizean cultural identity, in a 
conversation between generations 
and traditions.

The Garifuna Collective 
members come from various 
communities across the country, 
with each member having 
their cultural group. They are 
now counting on their musical 
outreach to entertain the rest of 
humanity. 

“This is serious music 
business,” says Obando, tour 
manager for the group, who has 
taken up the responsibility of 
managing the mind-boggling 
logistics of travel in Europe. 

He admits that there is a 
serious shortage of musicians, 
“bands and players of the 
instrument.” While that is the 
situation there is talk now of 
integrating more music into the 
school curriculum. 

He says that “What we have 
is a set of people that recycle 
themselves.” That number 
never reaches the number of 40 
musicians. 

While the Garifuna collective 
is projecting itself outside the 
Country Obando maintains that 
“We should never stop supporting 
everything that is originally 
Belize.” Even as the Garifuna 
Collective performs outside of 
Belize, Obando is counting on 
the full support from Belizeans. 
The Garifuna Collective is now 
helped by agents that it has all 

over the World. 
In terms of performing 

inside Belize Obando informs 
that “…we do not get enough 
invites in Belize,” because some 
of the venues cannot keep the 
requirements. 

Members of the Garifuna 
Collective have been making 
music for more than 20 years. 
In recent years they have been 
experimenting with new Garifuna 
rhythms, recording concepts, and 
dub techniques. You can now 

access some of that music at 
www.garifunacollective.com

The Garifuna Collective 
would like to acknowledge the 
generous support of The National 
Institute of Culture and History 
(NICH), the Minister of Culture, 
the Minister of Tourism, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
the Belize High Commission in 
London. As the group now leaves 
Belize to bring joy to the rest of 
the World, we wish them well in 
their latest endeavor. 

The Garifuna Collective Returns to Europe

The Garifuna Collective members come from various communities across the country

The Ministry of Health 
& Wellness and the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs are pleased 
to announce that AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccines will now 
be available at vaccination 
sites countrywide thanks to a 
donation of 10,000 doses of 
the AstraZeneca vaccine by the 
Government of India.  

 
The Government of Belize 

extends its gratitude to the people 
and Government of India for the 
invaluable donation of vaccines, 
which will help to protect our 
population against COVID-19. 
This is the second direct donation 
of vaccines that India has so 
generously provided to Belize.   

 

The public is reminded that 
an unvaccinated person is 24 
times more likely to suffer from 
severe illness and die due to 
COVID-19 when compared 
with vaccinated individuals. The 
Ministry of Health & Wellness, 
therefore, continues to remind 
persons, especially the vulnerable 
population such as the elderly, 
pregnant women and persons with 
underlying medical conditions, to 
protect themselves by getting 
vaccinated; continue to utilize a 
well-fitted face mask, especially 
in crowded indoor and outdoor 
areas; and practice regular hand 
washing and sanitizing, and 
social distancing.  

Belize Receives Donation of 
AstraZeneca Vaccines from 

Government of India

10,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine were received
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There are growing concerns 
of monkeypox in the Region. The 
Minister of Health and Wellness 
reported to Cabinet last week 
that a case of the monkeypox 
virus was confirmed in Chetumal, 
Quintana Roo, Mexico, and in 
other states in the region. In 
response, Cabinet requested the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness 
to prepare a report to present at 
the next meeting of Cabinet on 
the ministry’s level of readiness 
for the Monkeypox Virus. 

Cases of monkeypox have 
also been identified in Jamaica, 
the Bahamas and the Dominican 
Republic. Given this closeness, 
experts in Belize have been able 
to train someone over the last 
few weeks in the PCR testing 
for the virus. The Ministry of 
Health has also been able to 
procure the reagents. It says it 
has already been able to inform 
the other laboratory technicians’ 
country wide of what needs to be 
done. (Detection of viral DNA by 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 
is the preferred laboratory test for 
monkeypox.) Belize is also now 
in talks with the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO) to 
get a small batch of monkeypox 
vaccines. 

Dr. Melissa Diaz-Musa, 
Director of Public Health Services 
last week briefed the media 
on the monkeypox symptoms. 
Prior to many viruses there is a 
period called a prodrome where 
persons describe the onset of 
fever, fatigue, muscle aches and 
back pain. Then usually after this, 
other symptoms will start. What is 
significant as well, one symptom 
doctors look for in monkeypox 
is lymphadenopathy. It is the 
swelling of the lymph nodes. 
These swollen lymph nodes can 
be found anywhere in the body, 
but more commonly in the neck, 
in the jaw bone area, arm pits and 
in the groin. So, when persons 
present themselves with fever and 

body aches, doctors also need to 
check in these areas to make sure 
they can feel the swelling. After 
one to three days of fever then 
a rash starts to appear. The rash 
usually appears first on the face, 
but it can be on the hands, on the 
soles of the feet and occasionally 
on the genitals as well. It usually 
takes three to four weeks but in 
most cases, the rashes would go 
away on its own. 

According to data from 
the World Health Organization, 
since early May 2022, cases of 
monkeypox have been reported 
from countries where the disease 
is not endemic, and continue to 
be reported in several endemic 
countries. Most confirmed cases 
with travel history reported 
travel to countries in Europe 
and North America, rather than 
West or Central Africa where 
the monkeypox virus is endemic. 
This is the first time that many 
monkeypox cases and clusters 
have been reported concurrently 
in non-endemic and endemic 
countries in widely disparate 
geographical areas.

Most reported cases of 
monkeypox so far have been 
identified through sexual health 
or other health services in primary 
or secondary health-care facilities 

and have involved mainly, but not 
exclusively, men who have sex 
with men.

Monkeypox virus is an 
orthopoxvirus that causes a 
disease with symptoms similar, 
but less severe, to smallpox. 
While smallpox was eradicated 
in 1980, monkeypox continues to 
occur in countries of central and 
west Africa. Two distinct clade 
are identified: the west African 
clade and the Congo Basin clade, 
also known as the central African 
clade.

Monkeypox is zoonotic: a 
disease that is transmitted from 
animals to humans. Cases are often 
found close to tropical rainforests 
where there are animals that 
carry the virus. Evidence of 
monkeypox virus infection has 
been found in animals including 
squirrels, Gambian poached rats, 
dormice, different species of 
monkeys and others. 

E x p e r t s  a t  t h e  W H O 
concede that human-to-human 
transmission is limited, with 
the longest documented chain 
of  t ransmission being s ix 
generations, meaning that the 
last person to be infected in this 
chain was six links away from 
the original sick person. It can 
be transmitted through contact 
with bodily fluids, lesions on 

the skin or on internal mucosal 
surfaces, such as in the mouth or 
throat, respiratory droplets and 
contaminated objects. 

T h e  b e s t  d i a g n o s t i c 
specimens are directly from 
the rash – skin, fluid or crusts, 
or biopsy where feasible . 
Antigen and antibody detection 
methods may not be useful as 
they do not distinguish between 
orthopoxviruses. 

The proportion of patients 
who die has varied between 0 and 
11% in documented cases and 
has been higher among young 
children. Two children in the U.S 
were impacted by monkepox over 
the weekend. 

Treatment of monkeypox 
patients is supportive dependent 
on the symptoms. Various 
compounds that may be effective 
aga ins t  monkeypox v i rus 
infection are being developed 
and tested.  Principal among 
them is the Jynneos Vaccine—a 
two-dose regimen manufactured 
by Bavarian Nordic for the 
prevention of monkeypox and 
smallpox. 

Most human monkeypox 
infections result from a primary 
animal-to-human transmission. 
Contact with sick or dead animals 
should be avoided, and all foods 
containing animal meat or parts 
need to be properly cooked 
before eating. 

Close contact with infected 
people or contaminated materials 
should be avoided. Gloves and 
other personal protective clothing 
and equipment should be worn 
while taking care of the sick, 
whether in a health facility or in 
the home.

Prevention and control 
of human monkeypox rely on 
raising awareness in communities 
and educating health workers 
to prevent infection and stop 
transmission. The Ministry of 
Health and Wellness has already 
s tar ted to  undertake such 
efforts. 

Monkeypox Edges Closer To Belize

Monkeypox is now in the Region

The Monkeypox virus
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