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There is major unrest within 
the Belize City Council as the 
Mayor, Bernard Wagner, and 
at least three of the councilors 
are at odds with each other. The 
bone of discontent is one where 
the Mayor is insisting that a 
garbage tax be instituted and 
there is strong opposition to it. 
The Guardian first reported on 
the matter in November of last 
year when it was to have been 
tabled at a caucus meeting. This 

however never took place as we 
broke the news and Wagner back 
pedaled. Now he is attempting to 
reintroduce the tax which he says 
amounts to 44 cents per day. 

Even breaking it down to 
small change is not make the tax 
any more palatable. It is going 
down as unpleasantly as a glass 
of jackass bitters. There has been 
major opposition on the tax by 
some city area representatives and 
even some of the councilors. 

Mayor and Councilors Clash in Belize City

With that kind of discontent, 
the Mayor struck back at the 
councilors for opposing him, 
stripping three of them, Deannie 
Requena, Micah Goddin and 
Michael Novelo, of major 
portfolios and rewarding others. 
He has gone so far as to block 
them from communicating with 
him via WhatsApp or other forms 
of communications. 

Unable to deliver on basic 

infrastructure and service in 
Belize City, Wagner, has claimed 
financial shortfalls which he 
is now compensating on by 
simply raising taxes. This kind of 
inability to raise funding shows 
the Mayor’s scope and ability. 
This year alone he raised property 
taxes by a whopping 11% and still 
streets cannot be fixed, drains are 
not chopped or cleared and even 
garbage cannot be picked up.

Deannie Requena Michael Novelo Micah Goodin Bernard Wagner

Traffic Scam Swept Under The Rug in Belmopan
A senior person within the 

traffic department in Belmopan 
was transferred out of the 
department after he was caught 
selling fake license stickers. 
The persons who is closely 
associated with one of the Area 
Representatives in the Cayo 
District sold the fake stickers 
to a large company operating in 
that district. The person, under 
the guise of his office, offered to 
provide vehicle licensing services 
to the company, who though the 
transaction to be bona-fide. The 
officer collected the moneys to 
license the entire fleet of vehicles 
from the company and then 

provided the company with a 
number of stickers. It turned out 
that the stickers were fake.

While, by all appearances, 
the transaction was criminal 
in nature, there was very little 
action taken against the officer 
who was simply transferred to 
another department within the 
Belmopan Council. Sources from 
within the council say that the 
person is untouchable because 
he is a sideman to one of the 
area representatives in the Cayo 
District.

Belmopan City Hall
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Yet another murder has 
taken place in Belize City. Shortly 
before 8p.m. on Wednesday, 
January 18, police were called 
to an area on Electric Avenue 
where they found a man suffering 
from gunshot injuries. He was 
transported to the Karl Heusner 
Memorial Hospital, however he 
would succumb to his injuries.

The 35 year old was inside 
his home working on his computer 
as a Customer Care representative 
when someone walked up to the 
window of his home and shot 
him. All indications are that 
Ritchie was a devout husband and 
father and there is no motive for 
the killing.

This latest murder makes it the 
third customer care representative 
who has been called in the space 
of two months. 

Murder 
On 

Electric 
Avenue

Septimus Ritchie
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Liquor License Notice

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Md Shafi uddin is applying for a New Malt and Cider Liquor 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Spice of India” 
located at 111 North Front Street, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that Fabian de Jesus avalos is applying for a New 
restaurant Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at 
“Palmito restaurant” located in Teakettle Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that alfonso Maas is applying for a restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate “restaurante 
Las estrellas” located at Cotton Tree Village, Cayo District. 

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Lynett Gabourel is applying for a  Shop Liquor License for the year 2022 
to operate “J and K Shop” located at  Unitedville Village, Cayo District. 

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, 
Revised Edition 2000, that Matthew emmanuel Mendoza is 
applying for a Shop Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate 
“M & J Shop” located at Unitedville Village, Cayo District. 

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Jovanni Montolban is applying for a Shop Liquor License for the year 
2022 to operate “J & J’s” located at Cristo Rey Village, Cayo District. 

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that darren Metzger is applying for a restaurant Liquor License for 
the year 2022 to operate “Caracol Bar” located at Georgeville Village, 
Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Senay da ruiz is applying for the Renewal of a restaurant Liquor 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Cenaida’s Belizean 
Food” located on Far West Street, San Ignacio Town, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Trevor roe is applying for the Renewal of a restaurant Liquor 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “hidden Valley Inn 
and resort” in the Mountain Pine Ridge Area, Cayo District.

Thirty Seven Venezuelans 
and a Morrocan have been 
detained by Immigration 
authorities in Belize after they 
arrived on a Copa flight from 
Panama.

The detention took place 
after the passengers which 
included 14 women, 18 
men and 5 children began to 
behave unruly on the plane 
after they were denied entry 
into Belize. As a result, the 
plane’s captain requested that 
the passengers be taken off 
the plane as it was perceived 

that the passengers posed 
a threat to the safety of the 
flight which was proceeding 
back to Panama.

Immigration authorities 
denied the passengers entry 
into Belize after it  was 
believed that they were not 
bona-fide tourists when the 
hotel which they listed as 
being the place where they 
were to have been lodged, did 
not exist. 

That triggered a response 
from Immigration authorities 
who refused them entry. Due 

to their behavior on the plane 
they were disembarked and 
were taken into custody. The 
children along with their 
mothers were taken to a 
children’s home while the 
male adults were taken into 
the Queen Street Cell Block 
in detention. They await their 
repatriation which is expected 
to take place on Saturday 
when the Copa makes a call 
on Belize once again.

While the persons are 
detained, they have retained 
the services of attorney-at-law, 
Orson Elrington who is trying 
to ensure that their human 
rights are not being violated. 
He has expressed concern that 
at least one minor is being held 
at Queen Street which he says 
is unacceptable. He noted that 
persons basic human rights 
need to be respected under 
these circumstances and in 
this case that is not taking 

place.   
The phenomenon of 

persons coming into the 
country from South American 
countries via air carriers 
is now something that the 
immigration department is 
keeping a close eye on. There 
are reports that within the 
past few days 11 persons who 
were in the company of two 
Belizeans at the Northern 
Border were intercepted by 
authorities attempting to 
illegally cross into Mexico via 
the Rio Hondo. These persons 
were detained and repatriated. 
It is of concern that the 11 
persons had arrived into the 
country days earlier, by air 
as tourists and were admitted 
into the country. They then 
proceeded to try to leave the 
country but were caught. 

The phenomenon is 
one that is being seen more 
regularly by immigration 
officials. 

Air Caravans Now Arriving in Belize 
38 Persons Detained At International Airport

38 Passengers were removed from the Copa flight
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VACANCY: JOB OPPORTUNITY 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Marine Department. In the Port’s 
continued effort to promote diversity both males/females, able/ differently abled are encouraged to apply for the available post. 

BOAT CAPTAIN 

Reports to: Marine Manager 
 
Summary of Responsibilities: The primary duty of the Boat Captain is to safely navigate the vessel of which he has in command. 
The captain has absolute authority relating to the safe conduct of his voyage and he alone shall make determinations regarding 
the safety of his vessel, crew and passengers, including when put to the sea. This post is fun and challenging, come prepared for a 
new venture.  

Job Responsibilities: 

Operate and navigate all Port of Belize Limited vessels under command in a safe and efficient manner. 
Ensure that the Pilots Launches are always in a state of readiness to perform its function.  Be thoroughly familiar with 
the duties of a Captain/Engineer as contained in Belize Port Authority Mariner’s Handbook. 
Provide proper accounting for all fuel and lubricants and for spare parts used in repairs and maintenance including a 
log Book for each vessel. 
Ensure the safe handling of hazardous material in compliance with current safety precautions and environmental 
protection laws and regulations in the procurement, stowage and disposal of such materials. 
Ensure that the Pilots & Stevedores embarking and disembarking from ship are done in a safe and efficient manner. 
Follow proper and comprehensive preventative maintenance program for the Pilot Launches as provided and assist to 
effect repairs to engines of the Pilot Launch. 
In time of emergency or danger, when in command, give proper and clear instructions. 
Inspect Vessels, check fuel levels, major shipboard systems, navigational lights and sound devices. 
Ensure all safety devices are onboard and in good working order. 
Complete Pre & Post voyage check list.  
Any other duties of a related nature assigned from time to time. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

Minimum High School Diploma. 
5 years’ boat handling experience preferred (minimum Class B). 
Possess a valid Boat Captain License Class C. 
Knowledge of maritime laws and regulations 

Required Skills, Knowledge and Characteristics: To be selected applicants must possess the following important characteristics:  
Firm Knowledge of marine craft communication and problem –solving skills. 
Must have the ability to adapt to changing conditions and respond to emergency situations. 
Able to easily multi-task and work independently. 
Team Oriented, Punctual, and Ethical 

 
Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 

To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, valid 
police report, name and phone number of two(2) previous employers. 

Email to: 
jobapplications@portofbelize.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday, January 31st, 2022. 

The People’s United Party 
Government is on an all out 
campaign to victimize women 
across the country. Over the 
George Price Day Weekend at 
least 30 school wardens were 
notified that their services were 

being terminated. These wardens 
hail from schools across the 
country and are the latest victims 
of the callous nature of the PUP.

Minister of Education, 
Francis Fonseca, has justified the 
actions of firing single mothers, 

telling media outlets that this 
kind of thing has happened in 
the past. This latest round of 
firings is particularly cold hearted 
as it is women who are being 
victimized at a time when jobs 
are hard to come by and there is 
an ever increasing rise in the cost 
of living.

Agnes Thompson told the 
Guardian Newspaper that she 
was dismissed for no reason. 
The story of Ingrid Hernandez is 
very much the same. Both women 
were told on Friday January 
14 to come to Belize City for 
a letter which was prepared in 
Belmopan. Without so much as 

an explanation the women were 
fired. For Thompson it is a great 
blow as she says that she has 3 
children and is pregnant with 
a 4th child. She explained that 
she was just about to apply for 
maternity leave when she was 
fired. 

Both these women say 
that they are certain that they 
were fired because they are 
unapologetically supporters of 
the United Democratic Party. 
They however say that they have 
been performing their duties 
and their support for their party 
has never hindered the level of 
attention that they have given to 
their work. 

PUP Victimizing 
School Wardens

Agnes Thompson (R)
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Traffic Fatality in Cayo

VACANCY: JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the IT Department. In the 
Port’s continued effort to promote diversity, both females/males, are encouraged to apply for the available post. 
 

IT SUPPORT TECHNICIAN 

Reports to: IT Supervisor 
 
Summary of Responsibilities:  The IT Service Desk is the central point of contact for all IT related incidents 
and service requests. The role of the IT Support Technician is to provide second line support for all team 
members Port of Belize Limited. An IT Support Technician is responsible for resolving complex support 
requests with computer hardware, software, and network systems, as well as meeting customer 
satisfaction and continuous service delivery demands. Provides research and support for new technologies to 
be used within our environment. IT Support staff work in a dynamic, fast-paced environment which 
provides services over the phone, through e-mail, phone, and in person. 

 
Job Responsibilities: 

1. Diagnose and resolve software and hardware incidents, including operating system and across a 
range of software applications. 

2. Assist all users with any logged IT related incident when called upon. 
3. Manage IT Department Inventory and Provide Monthly report. 
4. Upgrade Windows Operating systems and Microsoft office applications. 
5. Active Directory Management - Create and Manage Domain User accounts. 
6. Administrate TOS (Terminal Operating System) OCTOPI and CMMS. 
7. Coordinate with Software Vendors regarding application issues and new features, roll outs, etc.  
8. Supervised daily backups and test weekly/monthly backup integrity. 
9. Manage and control the implementation of new IT systems, and the ongoing refinement of existing 

systems.  
10. Ensuring that systems and applications are optimized and effective, and that necessary support skills 

are in place. 
11. Able to manage and troubleshoot VLANS Networking issues (Local Network, Surveillance 

Network, and VOIP network) 
12. Able to run and create queries in SQL and produce reports when needed undertaking other duties 

not specially stated which from time to time are necessary without altering the nature or level of 
responsibility. 

13. You are required to assist the IT support functions at other Waterloo Investment Holdings Ltd. 
entities from time to time any other duties that may be assigned of a related nature.  

Job qualifications/Requirements: 
Associates Degree or equivalent Technical Certificates 
Minimum 3-5 years’ experience in (VOIP, VLANS, Network, Protocols, Virtual Environment-SQL/VB, 
MS Server environment, Windows Operating System) 
Knowledgeable in SQL/VB or equivalent (3-5 years) database/application development & 
manipulation 
 

Skills/Competencies: 
Ability to work independently  
Able to work flexible hours 
Strong analytical skills 
Critical Thinker 

 
Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 
 
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social 
security card, Valid police record, name and phone number of two (2) previous employers. 

 
Applications should be emailed to: 

 jobapplications@portofbelize.com 
Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday, January 31st, 2022. 
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In The Matter of

GInVer GrouP CorP. 
in voluntary liquidation, members’ winding up 

and dissolution.
TaKe noTICe that

GInVer GrouP CorP. is in dissolution.
The date of commencement of the dissolution is

the 12th day of december 2021. 
The liquidator is amber Valdes Goursac

InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS
CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)

TaKe noTICe: 
dojo Corporation 

has been dissolved and struck off the Register.
Dated 28th december 2021. 

Theodore Wilson, Liquidator

InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS
CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)

TaKe noTICe:
 dumont Limited

has been dissolved and struck off the Register.
Dated 7th december 2021. 

Michalakis Tsitsekkos, Liquidator

InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS
CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)

TaKe noTICe: 
MoraTI LTd. 

has been dissolved and struck off the Register.
Dated 28th december 2021. 

International Corporate Services
Limited, Liquidator

InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS
CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)

TaKe noTICe: 
ManTeLLI LTd. has

been dissolved and struck off the Register.
Dated 11th January, 2022. 

eleonora Georgiou, Liquidator

InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS
CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)

TaKe noTICe: 
FanTaLer LIMITed 

has been dissolved and struck off the Register.
Dated 29th december 2021. 

eleonora Georgiou, Liquidator

InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS
CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)

TaKe noTICe: 
aster Technologies Project Incorporated 

has been dissolved
and struck off the Register.

Dated 16th december 2021.

InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS
CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)

TaKe noTICe:
SB Strongholdbuild LTd. 

has been dissolved and struck off the
Register.

Dated 28th december 2021.

dissolution notices

The United Democratic 
Party condemns the mass firings 
of school wardens at a time when 
schools are being mandated to 
return to face to face learning. 

We recall the mass firings of 
our transport workers just in time 
for George Price Day in January 
of 2021; and one year later, the 
school wardens were dealt the 
same fate as they were served 
with their termination letters on 
January 14, 2022. 

The school wardens, who 
have many years of experience in 
carrying out their duties and who 
were better equipped to keep our 
students safe during this raging 
pandemic, were sent home to 
make way for new wardens. 

Not only is the Ministry of 
Education Culture Science and 
Technology plotting a politically 
motivated scheme, they are also 
leaving many homes without 
a source of income during an 

already challenging time. Over 
20 wardens from the Belize 
and Stann Creek Districts were 
terminated without any social 
support system in place. There are 
no food pantry or grocery bags to 
ease their economic burden, 
while the cost of living continues 
to increase daily. It is appalling 
that this government during a 
pandemic has terminated single 
mothers who are earning just 
enough to sustain their families. 

Imagine the firing of a 
pregnant woman who has four 
other children. Where is the 
Special Envoy for Women and 
Children? How can she be silent 
on an issue that affects a mother, 
her unborn child and four other 
children? This action is cruel and 

insensitive and we call on the 
Minister of Education and the 
Special Envoy to do what is right 
for all those single mothers and 
children being affected by this 
latest act of victimization. 

The Ministry of Education 
and this PUP Government continue 
to operate in contradiction to their 
pledge because “Everybody Noh 
Di Win!” There were school 
representatives calling on national 
television for additional school 
wardens. Instead, the Ministry 
opted to fire existing wardens. 
This government is detached 
from the realities on the ground 
and the end result is a country in 
which systems are not serving the 
greater good of all.

Mass Firings - Annual George Price Day Gift

Wardens from across the country have been receiving termination letters

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Expect a jolt to your romance 

system this week! This can really 
wake you up and have you questioning 
whether or not you’re in line with your 
self-worth when it comes to your love 
life story. As Uranus turns direct, you 
may feel caffeinated and ramped up, 
ready to make whatever changes are 
necessary in order to free yourself 
from any unhealthy patterns. If one 
of your relationship habits patterns is 
suffocating you in order to “help” you 
feel loved, then it really needs to go. 
Another potential pattern is a radical 
avoidance of love. You don’t have to 
do anything extreme, you just have to 
keep it real.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Expect BIG changes in love 

and in your personal identity in your 
immediate future. Innovative Uranus 
turns direct in your sign on Tuesday, 
enticing you to jump out of your own 
skin and rebel against anything that 
isn’t working for you. You might be 

in the midst of reinventing yourself 
physically, professionally, emotionally, 
and spiritually. It’s not that you want to 
be someone else, it’s that you are finally 
courageous enough to be who you were 
meant to be all along. This is probably 
going to be very attractive to others, 
so don’t be surprised by increased 
romantic attention. If you’re already 
hitched, there could be temptations. 
Be careful!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Calm love might seem out of 

reach, but you can achieve it very 
soon. Contentious Mars is still moving 
through your partnership sector for this 
one last week. If you are fighting with 
a current or potential partner, know 
that soon, the contention should begin 
to dissipate and the two of you can 
reach some kind of resolution. On the 
other hand, you may lose your desire 
to fight for this connection anymore. 
Either way, you’ll probably be relieved 
to see things relax in this area of your 
life. If single, Uranus moving direct in 

your subconscious sector on Tuesday 
could make you crave something a 
little different. This might lead you to 
date someone you might not normally 
choose.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
You are definitely wearing your 

heart on your sleeve at this time. 
Monday’s Full Moon in your sign 
will put you more in touch with how 
you feel than ever before! Whatever 
is currently going on in your love life 
story, you’ll probably notice that you’re 
extremely reactive to it. In fact, you 
might notice that you’re hypersensitive, 
extra moody, and perhaps even clingy. 
That doesn’t have to be a bad thing -- in 
fact, this is a great week to explore your 
attachment style in love and whether 
or not it is healthy. Specifically, if 
you’re in a relationship, you can learn 
about your partner’s attachment style. 
The awareness will bring you closer.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
You’ve got some confusion 

in the love department this week! 
Fortunately, if things start to break 
down, just trust that it will ultimately 
lead to a breakthrough. Mercury is 
retrograde in your relationship sector 
and will be lit up when it conjuncts 
the Sun on Sunday. This can shine a 
light on any uncertainty about your 
current romance and some decisions 
you might need to make with your 
partner or about your partnership. It 
might also help you start to see things 
in a new way by shining a light that 
can help you realize that maybe, 
just maybe, you have some work to 
do yourself. Single? Read that last 
sentence again -- it is just as true for you.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
There might be some extreme 

emotions happening this week in your 
social life. Monday’s Full Moon in 
tender Cancer lands in your friendship 
sector. This lunar event might turn into 
a giant therapy session with a friend! 
You may confide in them about all 
of the feelings you needed to unpack 
surrounding a romantic situation -- 
either past or present. Fortunately, this 
pal is likely to be more than ready to sit 
down with a cup of tea or glass of wine, 
a box of tissues, and a sympathetic ear. 
You’re probably down to do the same 
for them once you’ve gotten your stuff 
out of your system. Sometimes, what 
you need to figure out your love life is 
just a good conversation.

 
Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22 
You might hear from an old flame 

this week out of the blue. Uranus, the 
ruler of your romance sector, turns direct 
this Tuesday, prompting unexpected 
happenings in the love department. 
Since Mercury is retrograde here as 
well, and will make a conjunction to 
the Sun on Sunday, it’s very likely that 
your past will randomly pop into the 
present. They might just slide into your 
text messages but may also actually call 
you and ask to talk. It doesn’t have to be 
about reconciliation necessarily -- but it 
can pave a path to reconnection. What 
do you want? That is the question.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
This week could hold a true 

awakening of your heart. Now, that 
doesn’t mean you’ll fall madly in 
love with someone, nor does it mean 
you’ll want to make romantic promises 
you can’t keep. What could happen, 
however, is that you will finally, 
unapologetically, become true to 
yourself and what you know you want 
and need in a relationship. Uranus 

Your Horoscope turns direct in your partnership sector 
on Tuesday, igniting significant urges 
toward expressing individuality within 
your love life. If you’re in a connection 
that doesn’t leave room for this, that 
might be a big problem. If you’re 
single, worthy connections are likely 
the only ones that you’re interested in 
pursuing.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You might feel like every single 

misunderstanding between you and 
your partner is up for review. Mercury 
is moving retrograde directly through 
your communication sector now, which 
is scrambling things up more than usual. 
Plus, Mercury will be exactly conjunct 
the Sun on Sunday, shining a bright 
light on any and all of these message 
mishaps. The bad news? You can’t hide 
from this anymore. The good news? 
That means you’ll eventually resolve 
most of it -- although some difficult 
conversations may be required first. If 
you’re single and trying to get a new 
love connection in the air, it might never 
get off the ground. Someone keeps 
sending mixed signals. The unfortunate 

truth is that it might be you!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
This could be a “make it or break 

it” time if your current relationship is 
on the rocks. You’ve got Monday’s Full 
Moon, landing right in your partnership 
sector, to blame for this. Emotions 
will run high and because of this, both 
you and your mate are more likely 
than usual to be reactive. The bottom 
line is that if the love is there and you 
both have the same intention, you can 
work things out. If not, however, the 
best thing to do might be to part ways. 
Attachment is not love -- know the 
difference. Single? Uranus turns direct 
in your romance sector on Tuesday. 
Your love life is about to become a 
roller coaster ride again. Buckle up!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
No matter how much you want to do the 
right thing in love, you’re probably not 
sure what that looks like for you these 
days. Mercury is retrograde in your sign, 
confusing your mind and making you 
second guess everything you thought 
you had all figured out. When it comes 
to your current romantic storyline, there 
is a great deal of editing to do -- and 
you know this. The real problem is that 
your mental course corrections might 
not match your feelings. You might 
want to try something different but lack 
the ability to follow through -- at least 
for now. Don’t worry! When Mercury 
conjoins the Sun on Sunday, you can 
really get ready to make this change..

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
 Your true love sector is spotlighted 

this week! A Full Moon in Cancer 
glows brightly in that area of your 
chart on Monday. If you’re lacking the 
sentimental connection you crave from 
your current sweetheart, then you’re 
likely to be more emotionally sensitive 
about it than usual. Although feelings 
aren’t facts, this is probably not a week 
you care about facts. Sometimes you 
need to ask yourself how a significant 
other is making you feel. If the answer 
isn’t aligned with what you know your 
heart needs, then you might decide 
to part ways. Alternatively, if you’re 
single, this lunar event could bring 
someone new into your heart. They may 
feel strikingly familiar. Look forward to 
some comfortable tenderness!

The United Democratic 
Party calls on the Minister of 
Tourism and Diaspora Affairs 
and the Belize Tourism Board 
to provide further clarification 
and information on the proposed 
mandatory Belize Travel Health 
Insurance for visitors coming to 
Belize.

While the request for travel 
insurance as an entry requirement 
in these pandemic times is not a

novel idea, the notion of 
mandating visitors to purchase 
a particular policy from a 
designated insurance provider 
is a matter of grave concern. As 
presented, this mandatory travel 
insurance scheme of US $18.00 
per person is tantamount to yet 
another tax on visitors coming 
to Belize.

Travelers with existing 
insurance coverage should be 
able to provide proof thereof upon 
arrival; be able to “opt in” for 
travel insurance or, alternatively 
sign a liability waiver. In addition, 
if the travel insurance is optional, 
hotels can be creative in offering 
packages that would provide 
a competitive advantage for 
travel to Belize. With visitor 
arrivals at the PGIA for the first 

11 months of 2021 down by 
approximately 60 percent of the 
2019 overnight arrival figures, 
taxing visitors indiscriminately 
thereby increasing the costs 
of travel to Belize in a very 
competitive environment, may 
cause more harm than good in 
our national economic recovery 
effor ts .  All  measures  and 
requirements should be geared 
to incentivize travel and increase 
visitor arrival numbers, while 
at the same time maintaining 
optimal conditions for the safety 
of citizens and visitors alike. 
Unless absolutely necessary, 
we should avoid implementing 
mandatory policies that will serve 
to deter travel to Belize.

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h 
t he  Gove rnmen t ’s  s t a t ed 
commitment to transparency 
and accountability, the United 
Democratic Party further requests 
full disclosure on the procurement 
guidelines employed to select 
the insurance provider for this 
proposed, mandatory Belize 
Travel Health Insurance Policy 
as well as the pertinent details 
on the contract arrangements that 
have been finalized to facilitate 
this initiative.

UDP Seeks Clarification on 
mandatory Belize Travel 

Health Insurance
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Hon. Tracy Panton, Hon. 
Shyne Barrow and Senator, Hon. 
Sheena Pitts, Parliamentarians 

from the United Democratic Party 
graduated on Friday January 14th 
from a one year certificate program 

UDP Parliamentarians Graduate 
from Governance Training

in Parliamentary Governance 
conducted by McGill University 
in Canada.

The program was sponsored 
by the Caribbean Democrat Union 
(CDU) and the Conservatives 
Westminster Foundation for 
Democracy (WFD) and saw 15 
Democrats from the Caribbean 
region complete the course. 

In an appearance on Wave 
Radio’s Fus Ting Dah Mawnin, 
Hon. Tracy Taegar Panton stated 
that, “There is an absolute need 
for it, I think all parliamentarians 
should have access to this training 
program if we are serious about 
strengthening our democracies, 
if we are serious about having 
proper representation, scrutiny 
and oversight particularly on 
public funding.” 

In a Facebook post, Hon. 
Shyne Barrow stated: “I am 
delighted to be a 2022 graduate 
of  the  McGil l  Univers i ty 
Parliamentary Governance 
Program.” He went on to say, “I 

will continue to implement the 
Parliamentary best practices and 
adhere to the benchmarks I’ve 
learned at McGill University as 
I uphold my sacred oath to better 
the lives of all Belizeans.”

The first co-hort was a pilot 
and will see subsequent trainings 
taking place with three additional 
members of parliament from the 
UDP attending.

The online graduation 
ceremony was attended by 
Hon. Andrew Holness, Prime 
Minister of Jamaica, Maria Miller 
Conservative MP UK, Dr. Hon. 
Godwin Friday Leader of the 
Opposition St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Hon. Patrick Faber 
Leader of the Opposition Belize, 
Carola Weil Dean of Continuing 
Studies McGill University, Nick 
Francis Secretary General CDU, 
and other officials from the UK 
Conservative Party’s International 
Department and Faculty and Staff 
from McGill University. 

15 Democrats from the Caribbean region complete the course.
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noTICe
eVoLuTIon GLoBaL LIMITed

(“the Company”)

notice is hereby given to all interested parties that 
eVoLuTIon GLoBaL LIMITed incorporated under 

the Belize IBC act (Chapter 270), commenced dissolution 
on January 10, 2022, and Ms. Chin-Ya hsu of No. 

37, Fuxing Rd., Shulin Dist., New Taipei City 238031, 
Taiwan, is the Liquidator of the Company. Any claims 

against the Company should be forwarded to the Liquidator 
(Email: chinvickihsu@gmail.com or Telephone Number: 

0952688160) by January 30th, 2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.
Wendy rosales of 1238 Sunray 
Avenue, Belize City, has made 

sworn deposition that Policy no 
012003329 issued by Sagicor Life 

Inc has been declared lost.
Dated January 14th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

noTICe
CoLIBree SerVICeS LTd.

exclusive Business development Corp.
(“the Companies”)

notice is hereby given to all interested parties that 
CoLIBree SerVICeS LTd. and exclusive Business 
development Corp. incorporated under the Belize IBC 
act (Chapter 270), commenced dissolution on January 

14th, 2022, and Ms. Liudmila Pipin, of Kalopsidas street, 
3, P.C.3115, Limassol, Cyprus, is the Liquidator of the 

Companies. Any claims against the Companies should be 
forwarded to the Liquidator (Email: lp@contrustco.com 
or Telephone Number: +35725246920) by February 3rd, 

2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

The Government of Belize 
has announced that they will 
be doing an amnesty program 
to regularize as many as 60 
thousand immigrants that do not 
have legal status in Belize. It 
was an announcement that raised 
many eyebrows and the Ministry 
of Immigration is well into the 
process of implementing the 

program. While the Government 
prepares for the roll out, at 
least two representative groups, 
the Central American Black 
Organization and the National 
Creole Council have come out to 
say that more thought must be put 
into the amnesty program. 

Speaking on the matter on 
Wave’s ‘Fus Ting Dah Mawnin’ 

was Dr. Abigail McKay who 
is a representative on both 
organizations as well as the chair 
of the Belize History Association. 
Dr. Mckay explained that there 
is much consultation that needs 
to take place before the program 
in implemented. She says that 
while some of that has taken 
place, it is not nearly enough. 
She urged that more consultations 
take place with representative 
groups like the Chamber of 
Commerce and representatives 
of industries who stand to be 
directly impacted through the 
effect that the amnesty will have 
on labor. She also noted that there 
are also economic impacts that 
are going to be significant which 
are also not being contemplated.

According to McKay, there 
are key programs that need to be 
considered, included in those are 
the upcoming Census, the Border 

Management Strategy and the 
National Policy for Migration 
Governance. The country is 
simply not ready to implement 
the amnesty stated McKay since 
the broader impact that it will 
have on Belize has not been 
fully looked at. She stated that 
when that is done, there will be a 
need to push the process back as 
there will be the need for greater 
resources in order for all the 
considerations to be dealt with. 
“Whoever offered them to do this 
amnesty will need to be told that 
they will need three times that 
amount of money to implement 
it,” said McKay.

Dr. McKay says that while 
the Ministry of Immigration has 
been doing some consultation it is 
not nearly enough as those have 
already raised questions to which 
there are no clear answers. 

Major Concerns Raised In 
Amnesty Program

Dr. Abigail Mckay

See News 
in the 

Making?
Call the Guardian 

Guardian
Newspaper 

207-5346
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Hon. Michael Peyrefitte has 
taken on a crusade to receive full 
discloser on what happened with 
15 million dollars which was 
requested in a supplementary 
budget appropriation in October 
of last year. At the time the request 
was made, the Government said 
that the money was to be used 
to pay off legal fees for the 
Blue Bond deal. However, Hon. 
Michael Peyrefitte has since 
highlighted that the entire cost of 

the deal was covered by a budget 
allocation of 12 million dollars 
and an additional 20 million 
dollars which was tacked on to 
the Blue Bond as closing costs.

Still the Government got 
an additional 15 million dollars 
which it refuses to account for. 
Hon. Peyrefitte is now bent on 
writing a letter a week in order 
for clarity to be brought on how 
the money was spent. Since then, 
the Prime Minister has written 

back to Peyrefitte, however he 
did not clarify how the money 
was used.

Further, on January 18th, the 
Financial Secretary has written 
another letter to respond to the 
query. In it, the Financial Secretary 
states that what each payee 
received cannot be disclosed 
because, “Disclosing the fees 
charged and paid to individual 
firms will weaken our negotiating 
stance when the Government 
requires expert representation in 
future and undermines the ability 
of the Government to do future 
business. I am therefore of the 
view that the further disclosure 
you seek is therefore not in the 

public interest.” The letter goes 
on to state that, “I hereby certify 
that although appropriated, the 
BZD $15 million supplementary 
Budget provision you referenced 
in your previous letter will NOT 
be Allocated nor De-Reserved by 
the Ministry of Finance, since it 
is no longer required.”

Unsatisfied, Hon. Peyrefitte 
told the Guardian “Now. Where is 
it then? And what will you spend 
it on? So it just remains in the 
cloud? I will not be satisfied until 
I see a bank transaction which 
shows that the money has been 
placed back into the consolidated 
fund!” stated Peyrefitte. 

Hon. Michael Peyrefitte Will Write A 
Letter A Week To Find Missing $15M

Hon. Michael Peyrefitte
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After about two years of 
almost complete shutdown, 
schools across the Country re-
opened their doors last week 
for limited days of face-to-face 
learning. Despite a COVID-19 
pandemic, Education officials are 
determined to keep the torch of 
learning continuously lit. 

There are many advantages 
to face-to-face learning, including 
the ability for teachers to gauge 
their student emotions for 
immediate feedback. Students will 
now have the ability to save from 
not having to invest in technology 
and internet bandwidth. Many 
students were dropping off from 

online classes because of the high 
costs of laptops and tablets, so 
too the inability to source cheap 
internet.  

Thus, it has come as a 
welcome that the Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Science, 
and Technology, as of January 
13, 2022, had approved the 
transition to hybrid learning for 
569 schools or about 94% of all 
schools nationwide. So far, 343 
or 60.3% of all schools approved 
have physically reopened to 
accommodate students for hybrid 
learning.

During the past week, 
some 1,626 teachers and 17,198 

students were actively engaging 
in hybrid learning.  This goes on 
as schools continue monitoring 
their children, to follow the 
guidelines for quarantine that can 
be accessed from the Ministry 
of Education’s social media 
platforms, website, Education 
Data, and Information Hub.

The experts are clear: 
prolonged, nationwide school 
closures, limited resources for 
students, teachers, and parents 
have wiped out decades of 
progress in education. 

With only a few days that the 
schools have been opened, Chief 
Executive Officer Dian Maheia  
says “…we have to give this a 
chance.” 

Maheia admits that there are 
reports from schools that they 
need some more support either 
with personnel or assistance with 
scheduling as protocols are set 
into place. 

“We believe strongly that 
once we follow these protocols 
that have worked that we would 
then have a great chance of the 
safety of our children, that’s 

paramount,” says the Hon. Dr. 
Louis Zabaneh, Minister of State 
in the Ministry of Education. 

 “For example, they see any 
of their kids having any signs of 
flu-like symptoms, keep them at 
home.” 

At the Santa Cruz Government 
School in Santa Elena Town, 
numerous hand washing basins 
have been installed at the main 
entrance and remote temperature 
checks are being made for anyone 
entering the gate. The school’s 
administration is also encouraging 
social distancing. The Santa 
Cruz Government School is 
recommending face instruction, 
however, lesson packages are still 
being given out, upon request, if 
those are needed. 

In the meantime, the Ministry 
of Education is urging parents 
to have an open line with the 
administration of schools. Some 
parents are already discovering 
that with committed teachers 
and principals their kids might 
be even safer inside a school 
environment than being outside 
wandering in the neighborhood.

Schools Open For Hybrid Learning

“Perfectly said all  my 
Councillors want to be Mayor 
which is not a bad desire, but 
shucks give my 3 years breathing 
space. Sometimes I feel like 
Julius Caesar surrounded by 
5 Brutus!!!” with that single 

statement on Facebook Belmopan 
Mayor, Sharon Palacio, dragged 
her entire PUP council through 
burning coals. 

If we know Julius Ceasar’s 
story, we know that when you 

refer to someone as Brutus, you 
think very little of them. In fact, it 
is so bad that you can’t trust them 
because they will stab you in the 
back. For Palacio to make such a 
statement is a tell tale sign that all 
is not well at the council. And if 
it is that all her councilors want 
to be mayor, maybe it is Madam, 
that you are not performing your 
duties as you should.

The councilors, like the 
residents of Belmopan have 
come to realize that Palacio is 
not up to the task of running the 
municipality. They see a person 
who has in a nepotistic manner 
hired a slew of family members 
to work at the council. What 
is worse is that the streets of 
Belmopan are deteriorating at an 
accelerated pace and the council 
is doing nothing to address this 

problem. Garbage is not being 
picked up and basic services such 
as the cleaning of parks are not 
taking place. In essence, basic 
services are not being properly 
delivered to the residents of 
Belmopan. Yet at every given 
opportunity the Mayor is out of 
her office and off on some jaunt, 
always with ‘Mother Africa’ 
being the destination.

It is no wonder then that the 
councilors all want to be mayor. 
The reality is that because the 
Mayor is almost never in office, 
they must think that the seat 
is vacant and they can assume 
those responsibilities. If you were 
to ask the ordinary resident of 
Belmopan what they think of the 
council, they would readily admit 
that it is an utter and complete 
failure

Belmopan Mayor Says She Is 
Surrounded By Councilor Traitors

Sharon Palacio

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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In the late 1950s and 60s, 
Belize produced some of the best 
footballers in the region, but quite 
unfortunately, it seemed as soon 
as they played a season or two, 
they migrated to the United States 
of America. The resultant effect 
of the allure of life in the U.S 
was depriving Belizean football 
fans of the opportunity to enjoy 
the skills of their home grown 
football talent and the ability 
to see them develop and grow; 
leaving the treasure chest scanty, 
with hope for another discovery 
of diamonds and gems abound.

The first manifestation 
of this USA phenomenon was 
the obliteration of the 1963 
Brodie’s Football club, which 
was sponsored by “the Biggest 
and Brightest Store in Town”. By 
1966, almost all the members of 
that team emigrated to the United 
States; players such as Drake 
Williams, Shamba Dominguez, 
Gilly Dunn, Bernard Aguet, 
Pops Hamilton, John Staine, Jena 
Gentle, Nelson “Rue” Robinson, 
John Young, Archie Crawford, 
Frankie Clarke, Wellington 
Labriel all went to the U.S.A. 
and others like Pas Ellis and 
Winston Michael, who were both 
academically inclined, left to go 
to study in Jamaica and England. 
Despite their departure, it would 
be realized that all was not lost 
and quite possibly the chest 
would once again be filled, with 
Belizean gems. 

In the latter part of the 60’s, 
the sports world in Belize started 
to hear about players like Pappy 
Smith, Pilis Neal, Malanga, Fred 
Martinez, Calbert “Pomo” Usher, 
Turo Roches, Peru Olivera and 

the competent, fabulous and 
brilliant Garrincha Adderley. 

You see, Garrincha, then 
coming into the prime years of 
his youth, was so skilled and 
classy that the song “Welcome to 
My World, Won’t You Come On 
In” by Jim Reeves came swirling 
into my head. Through him and 
those late 60’s risers, it was as if 
we were regaining all that we had 
lost to the mighty U.S.A; there 
was hope for the chest.

I first learnt of Garrincha 
through Daniel “Down The Line” 
Lino (also called Down D), 
another notable and some say, 
the best player from Dangriga, 
in the late 1960s whilst managing 
the Red Stripe Football Team. 
Down D used to tell us that 
there were three 14-year-old 
football players from Sacred 
Heart Primary School, Buck 
Palacio, Brazilian and Garrincha 
Adderley that he was going to 
recruit to play for his senior team. 
A feat which was unthinkable 
given their young age. However, 
much to our surprise, Down 
D, determined about the talent, 
visited Garrincha’s home and 
asked of his mother for him to 
take over and care for her son, 
as he could see he had a special 
talent for football; she agreed. 
Garrincha, now 15 years old and 
a student at Austin High School, 
was taken over by Down D, and 
incorporated into this senior 
football team,which at that time 
was named Rovers. There he 
joined other high schoolers such 
as Peru Olivera, Dean Lewis, 
Bucky Thompson, Timmy Flores, 
Turo Roches, Tommy Alvarez, 
Chicken Cacho, Rabu Garcia 
and Orrin Orio. It is notable that 
the only two real senior players 
on the team were Down D, 
captain and manager of the team 
and Roddy Leslie. A year later 
Rovers morphed into Queen’s 
Park Rangers and the rest is 
history.

Garrincha, albeit young, was 
the unquestionable leader on the 
field, he was the “Little Engine 
That Could”, the indomitable and 
incomparable field general. In my 
view, his addition to the robust 
team, assisted the Queen’s Park 
Rangers in becoming a power 
house of football in the late 60s 
and early 70s. 

Inter District  Football 
Competition was introduced to 
Belize in the late 60s, early 70s.  
Avengers of Cayo won the first 

competition, beating Queen’s 
Park Rangers 2-1 and 1-0 in the 
double elimination final round. 
In that first competition, the 
Belize District was not allowed to 
participate as it was felt it would 
be unfair to the other districts 
with so many quality teams 
hailing from that district. In a sit 
down with Garrincha in preparing 
this article, he mentioned to 
me:“I was only 15 years old and 
that loss in the first Inter District 
Competition almost broke my 
heart”. But I came back to win 
the next three and that is why I 
can say that Pappy Smith from 
the Avengers Football Club of 
Cayo is the best player I have 
ever played against, but I proved 
my mettle against him and stood 
predominant”.

After the Inter District 
Competitions came the Champion 
of Champions Tournament in 
which the Belize District was 
allowed to participate. Queen’s 
Park won the first tournament 
over Avengers of Cayo and the 
second one over La Victoria 
of Corozal. Against Avengers, 
Queen’s Park led 1-0 at half time, 
but Avengers equalized in the 
second half. Garrincha shared 
that with about 5 minutes left in 
the game, he beat Speedy Henry 
and passed the ball to Dean Lewis 
who scored the winning goal. 
It was Lewis’ second goal of 
the match. Final score: Queen’s 
Park 2, Avengers 1. Garrincha 
also reminded me of the second 
Champion of Champions Final, 
La Victoria led Queen’s Park 2-1 
with about 7 minutes left in the 
game. But in those final minutes 
he and Peru Olivera created 
havoc in La Victoria’s defense 
and Rangers scored two goals for 
a come-from-behind 3-2 win.

In the early 1970s, Garrincha, 
along with Turo Roches and others 
would move on to the Toyota 
Cruisers team, where they would 

once again face players such 
as Pappy Smith and Pilis Neal 
who had moved on to Diamond 
A team. In the Championship 
Game, Cruisers beat Diamond A, 
2-1, Garrincha triumphing over 
Smith once again.

Garrincha like Pappy Smith 
of Avengers and Malanga of 
San Joaquin was predominantly 
a midfielder, however what 
the Inter District Competitions 
and Champion of Champions 
manifested was that Garrincha 
was not just any ordinary young 
football player, but indeed he was 
born talent, skillful beyond his 
years who was able to beat both 
men, at his age, in the Champion 
of Champions, the highest level 
of football in those days.

Garrincha credits Down 
D for developing his football 
talent to the level of excellence 
he achieved, most importantly, 
he believes Down D taught him 
what it takes to win. Garrincha 
shared with me that when Down 
D was leaving for the States he 
told Turo Roches that he (Roches) 
would overall be in charge of the 
team, but that Garrincha would 
be in charge on the field; that 
was the kind of confidence that 
Down D had in the protégé, the 
diamond whom he discovered 
and developed and nurtured into 
a star.

Garrincha later joined the 
BDF and played for its team and 
also had brief stints with Berger 
404 and Haig’s Dimple. He 
retired from football some nine 
years after his discovery at the 
tender age of 24, as in his words, 
“he had no more mountains 
to climb or rivers to cross in 
Belizean football”. 

From where I stand, this 
d iamond f rom the  rough, 
Garrincha Adderly, would have 
to be among the best footballers 
to have existed in Belize.

THE DISCOVERY OF A 
DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH

By: Michael K. Finnegan

Garrincha Adderley

Garrincha’s skills were evident from an early age


