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The Johnny Briceno led PUP 
administration will be squeezing 
10 million dollars more from 
the Belizean people. This comes 
as a result of an announcement 
made by the Prime Minister in 
which he stated that despite the 
consistent lowering of fuel prices 
in the international market, the 

Government of Belize will keep 
the price of fuel where it is.

Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Finance, Christopher 
Coye backed up what the Prime 
Minister had stated by saying that, 
“We have absorbed a loss over 
$10 million already you know 
and that’s over what I believe 

over three months. That would 
include some of the targeted 
subsidies that we have given out. 
So the decision means that we 
will need to recover that loss so 
depending on how quickly the 
price of fuel comes down will 
impact on how quickly we could 
start bringing down that price.”

And while Coye can say 
that the Government has been 
subsidizing the price of fuel for 
over three months, the reality on 
the ground is something quite 
different. It was not until June 
24 that a statutory instrument 
was issued in which the Revenue 
Replacement Duty was reduced 
for Regular and Diesel fuels. All 
along, the Government has been 
taking its fair share of taxes from 
all the fuel products imported into 
the country. 

The announcement of them 
seeking to tax an additional 10 
million dollars from the public 
by way of not reducing the price 
of fuel would appear to be a 
crime being committed on the 
Belizean people. The Government 

is justifying their continued 
bleeding of the tax payers by 
saying that a revenue stabilization 
account was established and that 
10 million dollars was borrowed 
from the Central Bank and now 
that needs to be repaid. What is 
concerning is that included in this 
10 million dollars are subsidies 
which have been given to a select 
few individuals. 200 of those were 
from the tourism industry where 
tour operators received 1 million 
dollars for fuel. On Wednesday 
and additional 93 persons got 
similar subsidies amounting to 1 
point 6 million dollars. 

All told, the government has 
wasted 2.6 million dollars on a 
sum total of 293 persons. 

It would have been better 
advised for these subsidies to 
have been applied in such a 
manner so as to have everyone 
benefit. Instead the PUP, in 
typical fashion, are progressing 
the age old practice of political 
patronage instead of looking after 
the greater good of the nation.

Briceno Will Take 10 Million 
Dollars More From Fuel

Since the People’s United 
Party took office they have 
been ensuring that only their 
cronies eat. This is evident in the 
importation of vegetables from 
Mexico where they have taken 
away all importation license 

and opted to give it to a single 
individual along with the Belize 
Marketing Board.

One former importer broke 
down the prices of vegetables 
imported and explained that the 
Marketing Board is doubling up 

on the price of vegetables. Based 
on a price listing provided to us 
it shows that lettuce sells for 43 
dollars in Mexico, but when it 
is brought in by the Marketing 
Board it reaches more than double 
that price at 100 dollars per box. 

Similarly, celery and potatoes sell 
for 103 dollars per sack but is 

Marketing Board Overpricing On Imported Vegetables

There will be no relief at the pump any time soon

(Continued on page 12)
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The bidding documents which outline the scope of the bid, submission and dates, are available on BEL’s website 
at www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx 

Bids must be submitted via email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, August 19, 2022. 
The subject of the email should include Bid #2022-600 Sale of Retired Vehicles

The above vehicles can be inspected at BEL’s Ladyville Compound in Belize City between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 
9:00 a.m. on Monday, August 8, 2022 to Friday, August 12, 2022.

Serial No.: MPATFS85HAH519472
Type: Pick-up Truck

Description: 2010 ISUZU DMAX C-35527

BID # 2022-600   T-1

Serial No.: 1GC3KVBG2AF148888
Type: Pick-up truck

Description: 2010 CHEVROLET SILVERADO C-35612

BID # 2022-600   T-2

Serial No.: MPATFS85HAH519855
Type: Pick-up truck

Description: 2010 ISUZU DMAX C-41449

BID # 2022-600 T-3

Serial No.: 1HTSDAARXYH242729
Type: Bucket Truck

Description: 2000 INTERNATIONAL 4900 4X2 A-4069

BID # 2022-600  B-1
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The United Democratic 
Party is pleased to inform all 
family members and the general 
public that our Party Leader Hon. 
Dr. Shyne Barrow, Hon. Patrick 
Faber and Hon. Tracy Panton met 
and have agreed on a roadmap for 
cooperation in the best interest 

of Belize.
The meeting took place 

in the conference room of the 
Hon. Henry Young Building 
yesterday, Tuesday afternoon, 
and was hosted by Reverend 
C. David Goff. The Leader of 
the Opposition and members 

UDP Leaders Meet And Agree On 
Roadmap Of Cooperation

of Parliament had a frank and 
candid discussion for several 
hours in which a wide range of 
issues were discussed that would 
provide for strengthening of the 
unity of the Party.

Coming out of the meeting, 
Party Leader Barrow, Hon. Faber 

and Hon. Panton committed to a 
united Opposition in order to hold 
the government accountable to 
the Belizean people.

A roadmap for cooperation 
was agreed upon which will be 
presented for ratification at the 
next National Party Council 
meeting.

Since taking office the PUP 
administration has gotten loans 
totaling over US $332.2 million 
dollars. That’s some $664.4 
Million Belize Dollars or more 
than half a billion dollars. 

This year alone they have 
racked up 364.8 million dollars. 
It is a staggering figure and 
is placing the Government of 
Belize very much in the same 
position where it was when it 
was forced to float a Superbond 

which consolidated all the bad 
loans that they had accumulated 
during their tenure between 1998 
to 2008.

The most  recent loan and 
most controversial one is from 
the Government of Taiwan where 
they secured $150 million dollars. 
Unlike other loans, there is no 
program as to where the moneys 
will be used. This simply means 
that the government has carte 
blanche on spending. 

U n l i k e  r e q u e s t s  f o r 
accounting from the multilaterals 
for money spent, the Taiwan 
money is game for anything. 
And it has already started, on 
Wednesday alone 1.6 million 
dollars was spent on the fuel 
subsidy to bus operators with 
no benefits accruing to the 
commuters.

It is a hell of a place to be 
for the Briceno administration 
who began their tenure telling 
public officers that they had to 
sacrifice 10% of their salary in 
order to restore financial stability 
to the country. At the time it must 
have been a rouse to placate the 
International Monetary Fund and 
to guarantee that the renamed 
Blue Bond carried forward. Now 
that that is complete their evil-
spending ways continues.

 The loans were secured are 
as follows:

22nd april, 2021 
US $34,300,000
F r o m  t h e  C a r i b b e a n 

Development Bank for the Philip 
Goldson Highway and the Remate 
Road.

US $5,000,000
From the Inter American 

Development Bank for Covid. 
26th october, 2021 

US $15,000,000
From the Inter American 

Development Bank Credit 
Program for Safeguarding 
the Productive Sector and 
Employment. 

3rd december, 2021 
US $2,500,000
From the Inter American 

Development Bank Natural 
Disaster Management Immediate 
Response to hurricanes Eta and 
Iota. 

US $8,000,000
From the Inter American 

Development Bank for the 
Strengthening of the Public 
Service. 

4th February, 2022
US $36,000,000 
From the Inter American 

Development Bank
15th March, 2022
$8,000,000 
From the Inter American 

Development Bank
For the strengthening of 

public expenditure management
13th May, 2022 
US $25,000,000
From the International 

Bank for Reconstruction to be 
used for Climate Resilience in 
Agriculture. 

and an additional
US $26,200,000
3rd June, 2022
US $6,200,000
From the International 

Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development for Covid 

15th July, 2022
US $150,000,000
From the Government of 

Taiwan as a General Purpose 
Loan 

US 24,000,000 Million 
From Central American 

Bank for Economic Integration 
for Philip Goldson Highway. 

$664 Million Dollars In 
New Loans By PUP

Police are investigating the 
death of a man who was found 
inside his home on Unity Street 

in Belize City on Wednesday July 
13th. Family members say that 
on the day before, 54-year-old 
Harrison Powell was complaining 
of pain in his chest. He did not 
seek medical attention and on 
the following day he was found 
inside his house.

Police had originally labeled 
the incident as a sudden death 
but following a post mortem 
conducted on Powell’s body they 
are looking at it as a homicide. At 

Man Succumbs to Stabbing

Harrison Powell

the conclusion of the autopsy it 
was determined that Powell had 
died of septic shock as a result 
of a stab wound which he had in 
his stomach. 

Police and family members 
are trying to ascertain when and 
how stabbed Powell.

In May of this year he was 
released from the Belize Central 
Prison where he had served a 5 
year stint for burglary. 
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT  

  
  
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) invites 
applicants for the functions of National Consultant to support the Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support Road Crashes Project  
  
Duty station:  
  

Belize City  

Qualifications: 

  

Essential: Bachelors in a discipline relevant to Mental Health, Psychiatry, 
Psychology, Mental Health Policy, or a related field. 
 
Desirable: Post graduate degree at a Master level in Mental Health, 
Psychiatry, Psychology, Mental Health Policy, or a related field. 

Experience:  

  

Essential: 5 years of national working experience in planning and 
implementing the provision of mental health and psychosocial support 
services.  
 

  Desirable: working experience in health services project management 
  
Skills:  
 Theoretical and practical expertise in planning and implementing the provision of mental       

health and psychosocial support services 
 Knowledge of principles, methods, and procedures for diagnosis, treatment, and 

rehabilitation of physical and mental dysfunctions, and for counselling and guidance 
 Knowledgeable in designing referral pathways 
 Experience in data collection and analysis  
 Strong research, problem-solving and organizational skills.   
 Ability to work collaboratively (in person or virtually) with other team players  
 Excellent communication and interpersonal skills and sensitivity to political and cultural 

issues  
 Ability to meet deadlines  
 Strong professional oral and writing skills, including the development of reports, oral 

presentations, and technical/persuasive documents for consideration at the highest levels of 
the Organization.  

 Demonstrated ability to effectively use a computer and utilize software programs such as      
Microsoft Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, and Outlook.  Other IT skills and 
knowledge of other software programs for Statistical Analysis, Data Exploratory Analysis and 
Project Management would be an asset.  

  
Languages:  Very good knowledge of English and working knowledge of Spanish  
  
Deadline:  Letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, and two current letters of 

recommendation should be sent to blzmail@paho.org or to P.O. Box 1834, 
Belize City no later than July 29, 2022  

  
For further details visit our website https://www.paho.org/en/vacancies   An interview will be held 
for this position and only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted.    
  
PAHO/WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form 
of tobacco.  

The Social Security Board 
is proposing to ‘investment’ 20 
million dollars of insured persons 
money into the Development 
Finance Corporation of Belize.

According to a notice 
issued by the Social Security 
Board, “…the Social Security 
Board… has proposed to lend 
the amout of Twenty Million 
Dollars (BZ$20,000,000.00) 
to the Development Financing 
Corporation Ltd. for a mortgage 
program, residential expansion/
improvement ,  real  es ta te , 
infrastructure and refinancing. 
The loan facility will be disbursed 
in $5M tranches over a 2 year 
period. The loan facility is for 
a term of twenty-five (25) years 
inclusive of 2 years grace period 
on principal payment.”

It is the kind of announcement 
that sent chills up the spines of 
many Belizeans because in the 
past, under PUP administrations, 
financing secured from the Social 
Security for the DFC was put at 
risk when the DFC came to the 
brink of being liquidated, putting 
at risk the Social Security fund. 
At the time, DFC management 
was left to PUP political cronies 
and hacks who operated on 
ministerial direction issuing loans 
without proper security. 

On one transaction, the DFC 
was left holding a single house lot 
as security for millions of dollars. 
In another transaction, the Social 
Security Board ended up holding 
an inaccessible parcel of land on 
northern end of Ambergris Caye 
also for millions of dollars. 

Among the many failed 
ventures of the DFC was the 
infamous 30 million dollars 
loaned to the Novelo Brothers 
which they never repaid. There 
were also hundreds of homes 
that were built using DFC money 

which could never be sold. Then 
there was the infamous mortgage 
securitization where hundreds of 
non-performing mortgages were 
sold off and ultimately ended up 
being part of the infamous Super 
Bond. 

The abuse of DFC and 
Social Security Funds by the 
former PUP administration 
between 1998 and 2008 are too 
numerous to mention. These 
were so blatant that it led to two 

commissions of inquiry into each 
of the institutions. At the end of it 
all these proved that the PUP was 
simply unfit to govern. 

Now they have returned to 
office and are back to their same 
corrupt dealings and the Belizean 
people are now too weary of 
them. After all riots were ensued 
because there were proposals 
to use Social Security moneys 
to pay off a private debt for the 
Universal Health Services which 
to this day has not been settled. 

What is worse is that just 
recently the SSB had to go into 
financial restructuring that saw 
the contributions by employees 
raised and now it is these same 
contributions of hard working 
Belizeans that are looking to be 
put at risk once again. 

20 million of Your Money Lent to DFC

Social Security Board is poised to lend DFC 20 million dollars
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noTICe

rVZ LIMITed
(“the Company”)

 
Notice is hereby given to all interested 

parties that rVZ LIMITed incorporated 
under the Belize IBC Act (Chapter 270), 

commenced dissolution on July 18th, 2022 
and Ms. Pavlina Pieri of 6A Alkinou 3087 
Limassol, Cyprus is the Liquidator of the 

Company. Any claims against the Company 
should be forwarded to the Liquidator (Email: 

ppieri@pma.com.cy or Telephone Number: 
357 25358300) by august 17th, 2022.

 
orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.

registered agent

The United Democratic Party 
notes with grave concern that 
fuel prices have been falling for 
more than thirty (30) consecutive 
days internationally but has not 
decreased by even a cent here in 
Belize. Like the rest of the country, 

we were shocked and appalled 
by Briceno’s unconscionable 
admission that his government 
plans to keep the price of fuel in 
Belize higher than world market 
dictates in order to recover bogus 
government losses.

This explains how it is that 
Belize has seen over seventy 
(70) consecutive increases in the 
price of fuel since this Briceno 
government was elected in 
November of 2020 – a trend that 
started more than a year before 
the illegal invasion of Ukraine. 
Despite extended trends, fuel by 
nature is a product that fluctuates 
in prices. Belize, under the 
Briceno administration, is the 
only country in the world that has 
registered no fluctuation in fuel 
prices over the last 20 months. 
The prices of gasoline and diesel 
in Belize go up and never go 
down.

It is also important to 
not be fooled by the heavily 
f inanced government  fuel 
subsidy propaganda campaign. 
The fact remains, that despite 
the very recent cut in excise 
duty on two fuel products, this 
administration is still collecting 
far more tax dollars on fuel than 
any government in the history of 

Belize. Therefore, while the recent 
tax break prevent government 
from fully enjoying a fuel charged 
windfall on the backs of the 
Belizean people, it in no way has 
saddled this administration with 
any significant loss.

T h e  U D P w a r n  t h a t 
any attempt by this Briceno 
admin i s t ra t ion  to  burden 
struggling Belizeans with higher 
taxes on fuel at this difficult time 
will be met with fierce resistance. 
The people of Belize elected 
Briceno and the PUP because 
they promised a better life for all. 
Instead, we have witnessed the 
death of the Belize middle class 
as working families now struggle 
to meet basic needs and are 
living one emergency away from 
financial ruins. Life is harder 
than it has ever been in Belize. 
Robbing the Belizean people of 
this world market driven relief is 
willful oppression which may be 
met with civil disobedience.

UDP Charges Briceno With Willful 
Oppression For Fuel Price Gouging

Fuel prices will not go down

The Government of Belize 
is proudly announcing that 
it is giving 93 bus owners a 
whopping 1.6 million dollars in 
fuel subsidies. 

B r o k e n  d o w n  o n  a n 
individual basis, it means that 
each of the bus operators will get 
$17,204.30.

Somehow in the minds of 
the brain pieces behind this idea, 
the benefits will be accrued to 
the 93 bus operators as well as 
the 70,000 daily commuters. 
The reality of the matter is that 

the price of commuting has 
seen massive increases. Since 
April, bus operators have raised 
the fares commuters pay. Some 
examples are fares for travel 
from Corozal to Belize City 
that have seen a $2.00 increase. 
Similarly travel from Belmopan 
to Belize City has also seen a 
$2.00 increase. Short stops have 
also seen an increase by as much 
as a dollar. 

This latest subsidy comes on 
the heels of one which the BTB 
gave to 200 tour operators for one 

Only 93 persons shared $1.6 Million dollars

GOB Gives Away 
$1.6 Million to 93 Persons million dollars. 

All told the Government has 
spent 1.6 million dollars on 293 
individuals. Meanwhile Prime 
Minister Johnny Briceno has 
announced that he will not be 
lowering the price of fuel despite 
the lowering of acquisition prices. 
What’s more, the Ministry of 
State in the Ministry of Finance 
has stated that the Government 
has subsidized prices of fuel to 
the tune of 10 million dollars 

which they will be recovering 
from the Belizean public. So the 
price of fuel will not go down 
anytime soon. 

It is some kind of strange 
economic policy to assist a 
handful of people when the 
majority of Belizeans will be 
paying that 10 million dollar 
price tag which the Ministry of 
Finance has placed on their so-
called subsidizing of Regular and 
Diesel fuels.
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
This week, love is most definitely 

on your mind! Mercury encourages this 
as it jumps into your true love sector 
on Tuesday. This could be about you 
spending more time talking to potential 
dating prospects or, if you’re already 
in a relationship, truly enjoying the 
dialogue between you and your lover. It 
might also be connected to an important 
decision about love. You can more 
easily communicate what brings you 
pleasure and joy -- and thankfully, this 
information should be well received. In 
fact, as Mercury trines Jupiter in your 
sign on Saturday, you might receive a 
blissful reward when you ask for what 
you want in love.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Your bark and your bite might 

be equally problematic at this time in 
your love life. Something your partner 
says or does may set off bad memories 
for you, and if this happens, your initial 
reaction could be to try and take control 
over the situation in an extreme, over-
compensatory manner that is really 
off-putting to your mate. Consider 
where this “my way or the highway” 
attitude is coming from and ask yourself 
if it is truly warranted. Things look a 
little brighter for singles -- one of your 
relatives, such as a sibling or cousin, 
might know about someone who has a 
secret crush on you. Ask about it!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You’ve got a decided advantage 

in love at the moment! You can thank 
your ruler Mercury for that, as it bounds 
into Leo on Tuesday. Suddenly, your 
mind will be filled with romantic 

possibilities -- and you should have no 
shortage of ideas to help you improve 
your current partnership or navigate 
conversations with someone you’ve 
got your eye on. In fact, Mercury will 
be at a gorgeous trine to Jupiter, ruler 
of your partnership sector, on Saturday. 
This can bring a major blessing to your 
relationship, current or potential, due 
to the power of the loving words you 
and your partner or date will be able to 
express to one another.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
This might be a touchy week for 

you in the love department. If you’re 
single, you may get trapped in a more 
negative attitude about love and all of 
its trappings. With Mercury and the 
Sun both in your sign opposing Pluto 
early in the week, it’s possible that you 
will be ruminating on things that have 
gone awry or people who have done 
you wrong in the past. This is only 
robbing you of your future! If you’re 
in a relationship, it’s possible that you 
will be more vocal about any possible 
imbalance in the power dynamics 
of your connection. Speak up for 
yourself, but try to do it with kindness.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
Best friends can make the best 

lovers, and this week, you might see 
solid evidence of that in your own 
relationships. Venus, now in your 
friendship sector, will be at a perfect 
trine to stabilizing Saturn, currently 
in your partnership sector. Even after 
the honeymoon period is over, you 
and your mate can remain as closely 
bonded as any set of best friends! If 
you’re single, things might move a little 
more slowly. Once Venus enters your 
reclusive 12th house on Sunday, it may 
feel necessary to let your heart rest on 
its own for a while. This is a great time 
for therapy or soul-searching regarding 
any emptiness you’ve been feeling 
regarding matters of the heart..

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Matters of the heart might leave 

you with a bad taste in your mouth. 
Mercury and the Sun will oppose Pluto, 
who’s moving through your romance 
sector, on Monday and Tuesday 
respectively. This could bring out the 
worst of a lover’s jealous, obsessive, or 
possessive behavior patterns, when all 
you want to do is go out and enjoy some 
fun social time with friends. If this leads 
to any incidents that you realize are 
controlling or not okay in some way, 
you’re able to speak up about your 
concerns. Those currently single, on 
the other hand, should probably stick 
with your friends this week instead of 
entertaining new romantic prospects. 
Don’t stress: that bitter taste should be 
gone soon.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You might be working out some 

serious issues with balance at the 
moment in your love life. It’s possible 
that you and your partner have taken 
extremely differing roles in your 
relationship, where one of you is more 
focused on family dynamics and the 
other on worldly ambitions. If that 
is the case, you may feel a growing 
resentment over this and likely want to 
balance the scales. Unfortunately, your 
approach regarding that might be a 
little abrasive to your mate. Remember, 
you’re on the same team -- you’ve 
got this! Single? Once gregarious 
Mercury enters your social 11th house 
on Tuesday, you should have many 
more opportunities to meet new and 
interesting people.

Your Horoscope Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Showing off your lover to others 

may now sound more fun than usual. 
You’ll probably want to talk them up 
to everyone and might beam with pride 
over their newest or most incredible 
qualities and accomplishments. This is 
due to Mercury moving into Leo and 
hitting the top of your chart on Tuesday. 
You know you’ve won a prize, and you 
want everyone else to know it too! If 
single, you could be on the hunt for 
someone you can be truly proud of. 
You don’t want someone who’s just eye 
candy -- they should be intellectually 
strong and playful as well. When 
your needs are being communicated, 
you’re likely to find someone who fits 
the bill.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You’ve got high hopes for love 

this week -- and rightly so! If single, 
there is every indication that love is 
coming in hot and fast. Jupiter, the 
planet of growth and luck, is in your 
true love sector in speed-oriented 
Aries. This energy is encouraged when 
Mercury steps into a gorgeous trine 
with Jupiter, potentially offering you a 
very fast meeting with someone. That 
encounter could lead to a passionate 
conversation and a whole lot of sparks. 
Be ready! If you’re in a relationship 
currently, you and your sweetheart 
might decide to plan a new adventure 
together. Travel is likely.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
You might not be as receptive as 

usual to a love interest’s words early in 
the week. Things aren’t likely to run 
smoothly as first tricky Mercury, then 
the stubborn Sun, both oppose Pluto 
in your sign. This sets up a situation 
where you are simply not interested in 
hearing anything your mate has to say if 
it is delivered in a whiny or controlling 
manner. On the other hand, if your 
partner approaches you with reflective 
communication about how you can 
both improve your connection, you can 
be all ears. Single? You might be too 
intimidating for someone who wants to 
approach you without even realizing it. 
It’s okay to relax and open up!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Love and relationships are sure to be 
highlighted this week, in a fun and 
very expressive way! The universe is 
blessing you as clever Mercury enters 
your relationship sector on Tuesday 
-- and by Saturday, Mercury will 
dance into a gorgeous trine with lucky 
Jupiter. Messages from the heart could 
not only make you smile when you 
hear them from your mate, but are also 
able to color your whole world with 
beauty and joy. You have a chance to 
receive bold declarations of adoration 
from someone -- even if you’re not 
in a committed love connection with 
anyone. It should feel wonderful!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Your love life prospects might be 

blocked this week by someone in your 
social circle. On Monday and Tuesday, 
Mercury and the Sun in your romance 
sector will be at odds with Pluto, the 
planet of control. Since Pluto is in your 
friendship sector, it’s possible that one 
of your “frenemies” or acquaintances 
has a secret agenda to nip any of 
your romantic prospects in the bud. 
This peer could go a little too far -- if 
that happens, it would be fair to react 
negatively. Alternatively, if you and 
your partner are talking about having 
a child, it might not be easy to decide 
on the details. One of you may not be 
completely ready.

noTICe
aMaZTa LTd.

(“the Company”)

Notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 
International Corporate Affairs Registry with 

effect from July 13th, 2022.

orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

noTICe
   

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Nicolyn Raymond of 2578 Jackfruit 
Crescent Belama Ph II, Belize City, Belize, 
having made sworn deposition that Policy 
No. F01182791 issued by Sagicor Life Inc. 

has been declared lost, and having made 
application to the Directors to grant a duplicate 
of the same, notice is hereby given that unless 

objection is raised within one month of the 
date hereof, the duplicate policy asked for will 

be issued.

dated July 20th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT  

  
  
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) invites 
applicants for the functions of Primary Consultant to support the Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support Road Crashes Project  
  
Duty station:  Belize City  

Qualifications: 

  

Essential: Bachelors in a discipline relevant to Mental Health, Psychiatry, 
Psychology, Mental Health Policy, or a related field. 
 
Desirable: Post graduate degree at a Master level in Mental Health, 
Psychiatry, Psychology, Mental Health Policy, or a related field. 

Experience:  

  

Essential: 5 years of national working experience in planning and 
implementing the provision of mental health and psychosocial support 
services.  
 

  Desirable: At least two years of pedagogical  
 
Skills:  
 Ability to work with individuals, groups, and communities to improve mental health 
 Theoretical and practical expertise in planning and implementing the provision of mental health 
and psychosocial support services.  

 Knowledge of human behaviour and performance; individual differences in ability, personality, 
and interests; learning and motivation; psychological research methods; and the assessment 
and treatment of behavioural and affective disorders. 

 Knowledge of principles, methods, and procedures for diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation 
of physical and mental dysfunctions, and for counselling and guidance. 

 Ability to analyse factors, trends, and forecast scenarios based on current surveillance systems 
and possesses the capability to develop and plan innovative and appropriate solutions for their 
improvement. 

 Strong research, problem-solving and organizational skills.   
 Ability to work collaboratively (in person or virtually) with other team players  
 Excellent communication and interpersonal skills and sensitivity to political and cultural issues  
 Ability to meet deadlines  
 Strong professional oral and writing skills, including the development of reports, oral 
presentations, and technical/persuasive documents for consideration at the highest levels of the 
Organization.  

 Demonstrated ability to effectively use a computer and utilize software programs such as      
Microsoft Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, and Outlook.  Other IT skills and 
knowledge of other software programs for Statistical Analysis, Data Exploratory Analysis and 
Project Management would be an asset.  

  
Languages:  Very good knowledge of English and working knowledge of Spanish  
  
Deadline:  Letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, and two current letters of 

recommendation should be sent to blzmail@paho.org or to P.O. Box 1834, 
Belize City no later than July 29, 2022  

  
For further details visit our website https://www.paho.org/en/vacancies   An interview will be held 
for this position and only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted.    
  
PAHO/WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form 
of tobacco.  

The United Democratic Party 
and Hon. Party Leader Dr. Shyne 
Barrow congratulate the players, 

coaches and support staff of the 
U-21 Belize National Volleyball 
Team. Each dig brought much 

needed calm to our Belizean 
hearts. With each confident pass 
you demonstrated the beauty 

of teamwork while displaying 
Belize’s unique cultural diversity. 
With each set you lifted the hopes 
of an entire nation. And with each 
attack you unleashed a boost of 
national pride. We could not be 
more proud of the U-21 National 
Team and the Belize Volleyball 
Association.

Once again we witnessed 
the unifying power of sports as 
Belizeans everywhere pooled 
their energy and focused it all 
on Team Belize for a five day 
period. Thousands of Belizeans 
packed the arena and made their 
presence felt.

Hos t ing  in te rna t iona l 
sporting events that catalyze 
Belizean unity was one of the 
motivations behind investing 
tens of millions of dollars in 
world class sporting facilities 
across the country by the UDP 
Administration. These facilities 
have already hosted international 
competitions in multiple sporting 
disciplines.

We express our heartfelt 
gratitude to the entire Volleyball 
Association of Belize, the 
coaching staff, parents, guardians, 
business community, Belizean’s 
who in tuned at home and abroad 
and most importantly those in 
attendance at all the games. 
Together let us continue to lift our 
talented athletes to the highest 
level of global competition.

UDP Congratulates Team Belize

Team Belize

Police Drag 
Feet in 

Charging 
Prime 

Minister’s 
Driver

Sherwin Leslie
Police are yet to levy any 

charges on Edwin Hill, the 
driver of the Prime Minister, 
who knocked down and killed a 
man shortly before 8 on Sunday 
night.

(Continued on Page 12)
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VaCanCY

Position
Thermoforming and extrusion 

operator

duties and responsibilities

- Safely and effectively operates 
thermoforming and extrusions equipments  
to produce quality product

-Troubleshoots and maintain production 
line issues with minimal assistance

-Maintains production run efficiencies for 
the line and product types

-Ensures quality of products on line and 
completes all of the necessary paperwork 
associated with running the line in a timely 
and accurate manner

-Assists in production start ups and 
shutdowns

-Trains future technicians in both technical 
duties and good working practices

-Communicates daily with shift management to 
target problem areas and devise action plans

-Provides relief to employees working on line 
for breaks/lunches and assists other technicians 
as needed

-Adheres to all Safety rules and regulations

-Ensures housekeeping in area(s) of 
responsibility is safe, clean and tidy

The qualifications are as follows:   

- Candidates should have 5+ years of 
manufacturing experience, preferably in
the plastics industry.

-Must have Plastics Extrusion experience, 
Thermoforming preferred.

-Must have a High School diploma or 
equivalent.

-Demonstrated mechanical aptitude is essential

-Ability to work independently as well as 
working with others effectively as a part of a 
team is essential
-Flexibility to work overtime and off shifts as 
needed

Send application and resume to:
natureplast Belize Company LTd

Po Box 135/ Belize City, Belize

VaCanCY

Position
Maintenance and operations 

Technician

duties and responsibilities

- Safely and effectively maintenance of  
thermoforming and extrusions equipment.

- Assists with maintenance and operation of office 
equipment

-Assists to ensures quality of products on line and 
completes all of the necessary
paperwork associated with running the line in a 
timely and accurate manner

-Assists in production start ups and shutdowns

-Communicates daily with shift management to 
target problem areas and devise
action plans

-Provides relief to employees working on line for 
breaks/lunches and assists
other technicians as needed

-Adheres to all Safety rules and regulations

-Ensures housekeeping in area(s) of responsibility 
is safe, clean and tidy

The qualifications are as follows:   

- Candidates should have 5+ years of technical 
experience, preferably in the plastics industry.

-Must have Plastics Extrusion experience, 
Thermoforming preferred.

-Must have a High School diploma or equivalent.

-Demonstrated mechanical aptitude is essential

-Ability to work independently as well as working 
with others effectively as a part of a team is 
essential

-Flexibility to work overtime and off shifts as 
needed

Send application and resume to:
natureplast Belize Company LTd

Po Box 135/ Belize City, Belize

deadline: July 18, 2022
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NOTICE 
SEINE BIGHT VILLAGE, STANN CREEK DISTRICT 

ESTATE OF GLENN DAVID HARTZELL   
STATUTORY NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

 
 

Pursuant to Section 36 of Administration of Estates Act, Chapter 197 of the Laws of 
Belize, RE 2011, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all creditors and other persons 
having any claims or demands upon or against the Estate of GLENN DAVID 
HARTZELL, late of Maya Beach, Seine Bight Village, Stann Creek District, Belize, are 
required to send particulars in writing of their claims to the Administrator of the 
said estate, BRITISH HONDURAS PROFESSIONALS LIMITED at P.O. Box 420, Belize 
City, Belize and to send such particulars not later than 23th day of October, 2022; 
AND NOTICE is also hereby given that at the expiration of the last mentioned date, 
the Administrator will proceed to distribute the assets of the said GLENN DAVID 
HARTZELL, deceased, among the parties entitled thereto, having regard only to the 
claims of which particulars have been delivered and the Administrator shall not be 
liable for the assets or any part thereof so distributed to any person or persons of 
whose claims or demands it shall not then have had notice. 

 

DATED: July 23, 2022 

 

 

was at fault in the fatality. He 
said that the matter would be 
forwarded to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions. While 
Williams has said as much, it 
is noteworthy that it is almost 
automatic for persons to be 
immediately charged following 
incidents like these. That is not 
the case in this instance and up 
to Wednesday July 20, charges 
had not been proffered. 

Since the incident, family 
members have become skeptical 
tha t  anyone  wi l l  be  he ld 
responsible for the death of Leslie 
but are appealing for Hill to at 
least assist with the funeral. 

Edwin Hill

T h e  m a n  r e m a i n e d 
unidentified at the KHMH morgue 
until Tuesday morning, July 19 
when his nephew identified him 
as Sherwin Leslie. Reports are 
that Leslie was riding his bicycle 
between miles 24 and 25 on the 
George Price Highway when he 
was knocked down and killed. 

S i n c e  t h e  i n c i d e n t , 
Commissioner of Police, Chester 
Williams has predetermined that 
it was Leslie who had ridden his 
bicycle into the path of Hill’s 
vehicle. Even after making that 
statement, Williams has said 
that an investigation needs to 
be conducted to determine who 

Police Drag Feet in Charging 
Prime Minister’s Driver

(Continued from page 10)

sold at 164 dollars. Broccoli costs 
80 dollars and is sold for 170 
dollars. Cauliflower is bought 
for 50 dollars and is sold for 99 
dollars. 

The list is an expansive one 
and it shows that the Marketing 
Board is truly milking the 
Belizeans consumers as, with 
the exception of only one other 
importer, there is a complete 

monopoly on the importation of 
vegetables. This has led to the 
imported vegetables being sold 
for extremely expensive prices. 
There is now a request that 
the Government give back the 
importing licenses to those who 
are involved in the business so 
that the prices can be normalized 
and consumers begin to get some 
relieve on already oppressive 
prices on goods being sold.

Marketing Board 
Overpricing On 

Imported Vegetables

(Continued from page 2)

Vegetables are imported from Mexico
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A number of projects are 
well underway in the Twin Towns 
of San Ignacio and Santa Elena. 
This is thanks to the San Ignacio 
and Santa Elena Town Council 
under the leadership of Mayor 

Earl Trapp Junior.
The first phase of Mayan Art 

Sculptures has been completed 
on the George Price Highway, a 
few meters from the roundabout 
in Santa Elena Town. Mayor Earl 

Trapp tells the Guardian that the 
Mayan art is intended to be “…a 
destination for the Twin City 
Tour.”  To facilitate that process 
the Mayor will need to activate 
his tour committee before the end 
of the year. 

To improve safety for 
the residents, a car vector was 
installed by the Council near 
the San Ignacio Police Station 
on Monday. The car vector will 
dissipate the vector forces of 
any vehicle that deviates from 
its normal course down the hill 
near the police station. About 
two weeks ago a much loved 
employee of the San Ignacio 
Town Council was killed when 
the driver of a vehicle lost control 
of his vehicle--coming down the 

hill by the police station. 
There are a few legacy 

projects that Mayor Earl Trapp 
also wants to work on for the Twin 
Towns. A ten million U.S flood 
mitigation project for the Twin 
Towns is “…now in process,” 
says the Mayor. As an investment 
in the youths, a synthetic football 
turf has also been constructed in 
front of the Town Hall building 
in San Ignacio. 

On the near horizon the San 
Ignacio and Santa Elena Town 
Council is looking towards the 
construction of a National bus 
terminal. The San Ignacio based 
Town Council is also working on 
the second phase of a farmer’s 
market. 

Works of the San Ignacio and Santa Elena Town Council

The Minister of Health & 
Wellness informed the Cabinet 
last week of the presence of 
the BA.2 and BA.5 COVID-19 
subvariants in Belize, indicating 
that persons with these subvariants 
are presenting varying degrees of 
symptoms, ranging from runny 
nose, sore throat, headache, 
tiredness, cough, body aches, 
and fever.

The Ministry of Health & 
Wellness has also confirmed in 
a press release the presence of 
the Omicron BA.5 subvariant in 
Belize. 

All viruses, including SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19, change over time. 
Most changes have little to no 
impact on the virus’ properties. 
However, some changes may 
affect the virus’s properties, 
such as how easily it spreads, 
the associated disease severity, 
or the performance of vaccines, 
therapeutic medicines, diagnostic 
tools, or other public health and 
social measures.  The Omicron 
offshoot, BA.5 has three key 

mutations in its spike protein that 
make it both better at infecting our 
cells and more adept at slipping 
past our immune defenses.

Recent genomic sequencing 
of 40 samples dated between 
June 1 to 28, 2022, has confirmed 
that 100% of the samples are the 
Omicron variant.  Thirty-nine 
samples were confirmed as the 
BA.2 subvariant (97.5%) and one 
sample (2.5%) was confirmed as 
BA.5.  

There still remains significant 
evidence that vaccines protect 
against severe disease and death 
from COVID-19. Some research 
has shown that the BA.4 and 
BA.5 subvariants may evade 
the protection of “neutralizing 
antibodies” from previous 
infection and vaccination by three 
to four times more than prior 
variants and subvariants.   

The public is reminded to 
continue to protect the vulnerable 
population such as the elderly, 
pregnant women and persons with 
underlying medical conditions.   

 The Ministry of Health & 

Wellness recommends getting 
vaccinated if you have not done 
so. Continue to utilize a well-fitted 
face mask, especially in crowded 
indoor areas, and practice regular 
hand washing and sanitization.   

Last Wednesday the Director 
of Public Health and Wellness 
Doctor Melissa Diaz Musa 
briefed the media on why it 
continues to be important for 
persons to receive vaccines. “The 
literature is saying that three to 
four times there’s the evasion of 
the neutralizing antibodies…So, 
we have to continue to encourage 
vaccinations and we do know that 
the COVID-19 vaccines have 
worked and it has really helped to 
save many lives,” she said. 

Diaz Musa continued, 
“We know that BA.5 is very 
transmissible. BA.4 and BA.5 
have been pulled together because 
these two sublineages tend to 
have very similar mutations.”

Existing vaccines target the 
ancestral form of SARS-CoV-2, 
the virus that causes COVID, 
which first surfaced in Wuhan, 
China. But although these shots 
still broadly protect against severe 
disease their effectiveness does 
appear to wane with time. The 
degree to which Omicron-adapted 
boosters might trigger additional 
protection from immune cells 
called T cells and B cells remains 
unknown. 

But Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna both claim they can 
start delivering doses of a bivalent 
BA.4-BA.5 booster in October. 

“We do not know about the 
clinical severity of BA.4 and 
BA.5 in comparison to our other 
Omicron subvariants,” Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky 
said at a White House Covid-
19 Response Team briefing last 
week. “But we do know it to be 
more transmissible and more 
immune-evading. People with 
prior infection, even with BA.1 
and BA.2, are likely still at risk 
for BA.4 or BA.5.”

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director 
of the National Institutes of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
pleaded with Americans to use 
all available tools to stop the 
spread of the virus, including 
masking, ventilation and social 
distancing.

“We need to keep the levels 
of virus to the lowest possible 
level, and that is our best defense. 
If a virus is not very robustly 
replicating and spreading, it gives 
it less of a chance of a mutation, 
which gives it less of a chance of 
the evolving of another variant,” 
Fauci said in a news briefing.

Cabinet  approved the 
removal of all public health 
measures at points of entry 
but cautions that in light of the 
presence of the BA.2 and BA.5 
subvariants in Belize, vaccines 
remain the best protection against 
severe disease and death from 
COVID-19. That means that 
proof of vaccination or a negative 
COVID-19 test is no longer a 
requisite upon entry to Belize. 

COVID-19 variants detected in Belize

Mayan Sculptures 
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noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Kenneth Mortis of #7 oriole avenue, 
Belmopan City, Cayo District has 

made sworn deposition that Policy No 
F01157874 issued by Sagicor Life Inc has 

been declared lost.

dated July 20th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

noTICe   

SaGICor LIFe InC.

nicolyn raymond of 2578 Jackfruit 
Crescent Belama Ph II, Belize City, Belize, 

having made sworn deposition that Policy 
No. F01182791 issued by Sagicor Life Inc. 

has been declared lost, and having made 
application to the Directors to grant a duplicate 
of the same, notice is hereby given that unless 

objection is raised within one month of the 
date hereof, the duplicate policy asked for will 

be issued.

dated July 20th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary
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