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On Friday, July 1, as many as 
14 employees of the Punta Gorda 
Town Council were terminated 
from their employment at the 
municipal body. PUP Mayor of 
the town, Charles Selgado has 
publicly stated that they have 

run into financial problems as 
the council is unable to collect on 
taxes. He said that the decision 
was then made to terminate 
employees as a a form of cost-
cutting measure.

Based on that decision, 

14 employees were terminated 
without any prior warning.

Persons we spoke to in Punta 
Gorda state that the council 
is extremely inefficient, being 
unable to carry out basic functions 
as street maintenance or garbage 
collection. This has led to malaise 
at the town where citizens are 
simply not willing to pay their 
taxes as their moneys are not 
being put to good use. 

What is even worse is that 
residents are of the opinion that 
while the council has taken the 
position to fire staff members 
from the administrative, traffic 

and sanitation sections of the 
council, those who are often paid 
first are the councilors and the 
Mayor. It is noteworthy that only 
the Mayor should hold a full-time 
position at the council and the 
councilors are only to receive 
a stipend and not a salary. The 
stipend however is many times 
more than what the ordinary 
employee earns. 

The most heart wrenching 
effect of the firing is that some of 
those who have been terminated 
have given their entire life in 
service of the town and they are 
now just being fired in a callous 
and uncaring manner.

During an interview with 
Minister of Local Government 
and Area Representative for 
Toledo East, where the town sits, 
Oscar Requena, he categorically 
stated that his ministry was not 
aware that such mass firings 
would have taken place. He said 
that the Ministry did not give 
any advice to the council to fire 
any employees. However he 
did say that advice was given 
to the council to do cost cutting 
measures and improve on tax 
collection. 

Money Shortage And Mass Firings At PG Town Board

Charles Selgado Oscar Requena
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TENDER 
   

Consultancy to Review Work Arrangements   
 

BEL invites tenders for Consulting Services to Review Work 
Arrangements. The Consultant will be expected to recommend an 
optimal model for the ‘new normal’ working arrangements for BEL based 
on lessons learned from BEL’s recent and ongoing experience and best 
practices and information gathered on models utilized/being 
contemplated by other entities in Belize and the international arena and 
being proposed by leading organizational experts. 
 
The Consultant will evaluate how Belize Electricity Limited’s (BEL) 
workforce was organized and deployed in response to the COVID-19 
crisis, and determine what existing practices, in terms of emergency 
response and safety policies and procedures, should be retained and/or 
enhanced, and what new measures of adaptation should be 
implemented to mitigate the impacts of a reoccurrence of a similar crisis 
or disaster.  
 

The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and responsibilities 
of the contract, and dates are available on BEL’s website at 
www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx  
 
Tenders must be submitted via email to bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no 
later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, July 15, 2022. The email subject should 
include the bid number located on the respective bid form.  
 

 

For more information or queries, send email to 
bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. The 
lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.  
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Another murder has taken 
the life of 26-year-old Tyrone 
King, a resident of Giles Street 
in Belize City. 

Police report that sometime 
around 9:40 on the night of 
Tuesday, July 5, King was inside 
his home when he opened the 
door to his home and someone 
made their way inside. As the 
intruder walked into the house he 
fired several shots at point blank 

range hitting him to the chest. He 
fell in a seated position into a sofa 
chair and was later transported to 
the KHMH but would not survive 
the attack. 

Over the past few days there 
have been a number of murders 
in Belize City where the police 
have been unable to get a handle 
on the ever escalating wave of 
gun violence. 

Tyrone King

Man Executed 
Inside His Home

Traffic Accidents 
Claim Multiple Lives

A number of lives have been 
lost as a result of traffic accidents 
in the country. The latest took 
place on Tuesday evening.

A 48-year-old man lost his 
life after he was run over by a 
bus. Sometime around 6:00p.m. 
on Tuesday, July 5th, Herman 
Enrique Cawich was riding his 
bicycle near the junction of 
Cindarella Street and Queen 
Victoria Avenue in Orange Walk 
Town when he fell off his bicycle. 
As he did, a bus which was 
travelling southbound from Otro 
Benque Road on Queen Victoria 
Avenue hit Cawich who fell near 
the rear wheel of the bus. 

Cawich was taken to the 
Northern Regional Hospital but 

died as a result of internal injuries 
he sustained.

Enrique Cawich

Eden Itza
Two hours later, at 8:00p.m. 

another accident was reported 
where police were called to 
an area about 1 mile from San 
Jose Village in the Orange Walk 
District. Upon arrival, they 
observed a male person lying 
motionless off the pavement 
inside a yard. A few feet away 
police found a White Tacoma 
Pickup Truck. 

Investigations revealed that 
the pickup was traveling from 
the direction of Orange Walk to 
Corozal when the driver, Herman 
Guitterez, lost control of the 
(Continued on Page 11)

Public officers across the 
political spectrum are up in arms 
over the revelation made by the 
Guardian Newspaper on Monday 
July 4, where we exposed that 
the so-called activist, Geovanni 
Brackett, is being paid thousands 
of dollars to do nothing.

Based on a memorandum 
from the Financial Secretary 
to the Cabinet Secretary dated 
March 21, 2022, it shows that 
Brackett has been hired at the 
Press Office on a contract of 

$42,000 per year for two years. 
The contract comes with a 10% 
per year gratuity along with a 
$125 a month phone allowance. 
All told it amounts to $47,700 
being paid to Brackett.

The memorandum states 
that “Approval is given for the 
contractual employment of Mr. 
Geovanni Brackett as Information 
Consultant, Government Press 
Office, Office of the Prime 
Minister for a period of two (2) 
years, with effect from February 

1, 2022.”
Checks made with the Pres 

Office indicates that Brackett 
has not yet showed up to those 
offices. What is worse, no one 
can say exactly what it is he does, 
what his qualifications are or 
who it is that he is working for. 
Minister of the Public Service, 
Henry Charles Usher says he 
does not know what it is that 
Brackett is being paid for. His 
brother, Kareem Musa, who is 
always seen with Brackett says 
that he too does not know what 
exactly Brackett is doing or who 
he is doing it for.

Those who know Brackett 
know him as an opportunist. 
He can barely write coherent 
sentences and is far less able to 
speak the English language. We 
are told that Brackett barely has 
an Associates Degree.

For Brackett to now be paid 
such a salary now flies in the face 
of the professionals at the press 
office. Our information suggests 
that information officers with 
Bachelor’s Degrees start at a salary 
of $36,000 per year. Brackett is 
currently making more than the 
Senior Information Officer who 
is the Deputy Director of the 
Press Office and that individual 
currently has a Master’s Degree 
in Communications.    

U n d e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s 
administration, Brackett surfaced 
as some kind of patriotic activist. It 
turns out he was just an undercover 
PUP operative. Since the change 
in administration in November 
of 2020, Brackett has become 
unusually quiet against policies 
of the PUP administration.

We are now finding out 
why. 

King Crony Gets Big Government Contract

The Momorandum confirming Brackett’s employment

Geovanni Brackett
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Two weeks ago military 
participants from 17 countries 
including the United States 
par t ic ipated in  a  mil i tary 
competition entitled “Fuerzas 
Commando.” It was held in 
Honduras  and  showcased 
the military abilities of each 
participating country. Belize was 
among those participating and 
the country should be proud of 
having our Belize Defence Force 
soldiers participating.

What the country cannot 
be proud of is that the BDF was 
only able to participate because 
they had to borrow equipment 

in order to do so. One of those 
pieces of equipment that was 
borrowed was a rifle which was 
sourced from the Special Patrol 
Unit (SPU). 

In an interview with the 
media last week, Oscar Mira, 
Minister of State in charge of 
the BDF admitted that there are 
shortages in the BDF including 
ammunition. What he did not 
says is that the shortages extend 
even into firearms. Testament of 
this is the borrowing of the rifle 
for participation in the Fuerzas 
Commando in Honduras in mid 
June.

Rifle pictured was barrowed to participate in competition

BDF Borrows 
Weapons to 
Partake in 

International 
Competition

See News 
in the 

Making?
Call the Guardian 

Guardian
Newspaper 

207-5346

Following our report a 
couple weeks ago that the Belize 
Defence Force (BDF) was unable 
to properly feed its soldiers, 
Minister of State in the Ministry 
in charge of the BDF, Oscar Mira, 
has come out to publicly admit 
that reality. In an interview he 
gave to various media outlets, 
Mira admitted what we had 
reported on; that is that there 
was food shortages because the 
suppliers were not providing 
services to the BDF because they 
were not being paid. He stated 
that since then that problem has 
been rectified. 

As we understand it, indeed 
the food shortage has been 
addressed, however soldiers have 
been complaining for months 
now that they do not have water to 
drink. During the same interview 
a few days ago, Mira explained 
that Price Barracks, in Ladyville, 
was connected to the Belize 
Water Services system, saying 
that there was water available at 
the camp. However the complaint 

of the soldiers is not that there is 
not potable water to use but that 
there was no water to drink. We 
are told that the camp has a water 
purification system to provide 
drinking water to the soldiers but 
that system has been broken for 
a few months and the matter is 
yet to be addressed. Soldiers we 
spoke to told us that they have 
to take their own water to camp 
or they have to drink water from 
the tap. 

During his appearance on 
the media, Mira also admitted 
that the BDF is also falling 
short of ammunition. He was 
quick to point out that there is 
some kind of difference between 
training bullets and operational 
bullets. The average observer 
would conclude that a bullet is a 
bullet no matter how it is used. 
For Mira however, there is a 
difference between the two and 
he concluded that there were 
bullets available for operations 
but none for training. 

No Food, 
No Water, 
No Bullets 
For BDF

Oscar Mira
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
You’re ready to show a lover 

or love interest exactly what you’re 
made of! Mars, your ruler, enters 
your self-worth sector on July 5. The 
warrior planet is here to ensure that 
you’re fully motivated to assert your 
value in any relationship (or potential 
relationship). You know exactly what 
you have to offer and how amazing that 
is -- because of this, you’re not willing 
to settle for anyone that doesn’t value 
you or any situation where you can’t 
be your full self. This is both extremely 
attractive to the right person and, as 
you might see, immensely intimidating 
to the wrong person. No matter what 
happens, stay true to yourself.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
A major boost in energy, libido, 

and motivation to go after your deepest 
desires can be yours, Taurus! It doesn’t 
matter if you’re single or attached -- 
assertive Mars leaps into your sign on 
Tuesday, giving you a helping hand 

until it exits again on August 20. Let 
the cosmos amp you up to pursue new 
goals in love. You could also feel more 
courageous about standing your ground 
regarding any vital parts of your life. 
As a result, if a committed partner or 
potential date is not onboard with your 
needs, they might as well get out of 
your way. This is your time to pursue 
what gives your life pleasure, passion, 
and purpose!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Love life drama might have 

you feeling drained during the week! 
You may even need a minute to get 
away from it all -- even any current 
or potential romantic partners. Mars 
enters your hidden 12th house on July 
5, which could lead to you deciding 
to take a time out from anything that 
requires too much energy. As a result, 
you might spend more time alone for 
the next several weeks. This doesn’t 
have to be a bad thing. Use this time to 
consider whether or not your actions 

are actually helping you get what you 
want in love or if they are risking the 
exact opposite. You’ll be able to make 
any necessary adjustments.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
Your shell may be safe, Cancer, 

but it’s not the best place for you right 
now. This week, as chatty Mercury 
enters your sign on Tuesday, you can 
let that inspire you to put yourself 
out there. The desire to connect with 
others will lead you to spend time 
with the friends you feel the most 
secure and safe around. Your “tribe” 
- the people who help keep you 
grounded -- are immensely valuable. 
Currently single? It’s quite possible 
that you will feel steady enough 
to explore the chemistry you have 
with one of these pals. If you’re in a 
relationship already, you can express 
your feelings much easier to your mate.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
You might presently be more 

interested in listening than talking 
when communicating with your lover 
or a potential love interest. Perhaps you 
feel like you need to hold your cards a 
little closer to your chest and not reveal 
everything that’s on your mind. If so, 
it’s probably not because you’re playing 
games -- it’s more likely that you’ve 
encountered some insecurity you need 
to shake when it comes to sharing what 
is felt most deeply in your heart. You 
may not want to be vulnerable for one 
reason or another, and that’s okay. Sit 
with your emotions and reflect. Soon 
enough, you should be back to your 
usual magnanimous self.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
The more you talk to your friends 

this week, the more balanced you’ll feel 
and the stronger your romantic situation 
can become. It’s not about airing your 
dirty laundry out there for all of your 
pals to see, but sometimes you just 
need a good friend to confide in! You 
can share about the rough patches 
between you and your sweetheart or 
the emotional highs and lows that come 
with being single. You might also feel 
like you need to emotionally recover 
from a heartbreak or other romantic 
disaster -- even if it happened a while 
ago. Go ahead and prioritize time with 
your besties right now. It can nourish 
your soul and restore your heart.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
There might be some power 

struggles emerging at the moment in 
your love life. It could be about sex and 
intimacy, but it may instead be about 
money. In fact, it might turn into both! 
Mars enters your dramatic 8th house on 
Tuesday, and suddenly, matters of the 
heart are no laughing matter. If you’re 
in a relationship, then you and your 
partner may need to navigate how you 
share your resources with each other. 
Ask yourself if it’s truly an equal give 
and take or if things are more one-
sided? Things look a little brighter for 
single Libras -- you could feel more 
erotic and discover some intriguing 
ways to discharge your intensified 
sexual energy.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
This is a time for testing limits 

-- in both good and bad ways. Those 
with partners may be frustrated by 
their behavior as inflammatory Mars 
enters your relationship sector on 
Tuesday. This can motivate you to 
work through whatever conflict you 
and your mate potentially encounter, 
but make no mistake: there will almost 
definitely be conflict! In fact, your 

Your Horoscope partner could seem to want to spar with 
you over something that is genuinely 
irritating them. The universe is going a 
little easier on singles. You might feel 
motivated to date and be more open to 
relationships. Even if you’ve been hurt 
before now, when it comes to love, you 
can be brave and bold.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
A lot of conversation is likely 

coming your way -- especially if you’re 
in a relationship. Mercury enters your 
8th House of Shared Resources on 
Tuesday, providing supportive energy 
to brainstorm ideas that can improve 
your joint financial situation. Also, 
if there has been any situation in the 
bedroom you have wanted to discuss, 
you can both feel more comfortable 
baring your most vulnerable feelings 
without insecurity. Expect your love life 
to improve as a result! If you’re single, 
you might feel motivated to focus on 
your health and wellness as a priority. 
Without trying too hard, you can put 
yourself in a situation to meet someone 
new and exciting.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Your love life is on fire! Singles 

who have endured a dry spell can 
look forward to that changing at any 
moment. Sexy Mars shimmies into 
your romance sector on July 5, and 
until its exit on August 20, is bringing 
extremely supportive energy your way. 
Look forward to experiencing more 
pleasure and passion with someone 
special. Already paired up? You can 
benefit from this as well -- you and your 
lover may both be much more amorous. 
Mercury also helps out, as it enters your 
partnership sector on the exact same 
day. If communication is the key to 
a successful relationship, then you’re 
good to go.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Some romantic fireworks could 
surprise you very soon! If you’re in a 
relationship, these could take the form 
of some delightful passionate moments 
-- unfortunately, it’s equally possible 
that something troubling is brewing in 
your domestic world. Try to work with 
your partner to resolve potential issues 
so that the two of you don’t end up 
fighting over something that isn’t even 
related to your relationship. If you’re 
arguing about a relocation, think about 
your different points of view and meet 
in the middle. Perspective is also key 
for singles! You might be completely 
crushing on someone who is doing 
work in your home. Be careful of 
overstepping boundaries.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
You’re likely feeling the love 

this week, whether single or coupled. 
There’s no loneliness in store as 
communication planet Mercury enters 
your romance sector on Tuesday. It 
should be much easier to strike up 
conversations with potential new 
lovers. In fact, you might find that there 
is such a smooth flow in your dialogue 
that you both quickly begin sharing 
many personal details with one another. 
If you’re in a relationship already, then 
you and your sweetheart can plan out a 
fun, romantic trip or have an important 
conversation about children. Maybe 
you’re ready to start a family or add to 
your existing clan.

n o T I C e
“Notice is hereby given that the 

Company named “Cnr SYSTeM
LIMITed” has been dissolved and 

struck off the International Business
Companies Register with 

effect from the 
30th day of June, 2022”.

ruth neidhart
Liquidator

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC. LTd.
Thelda Jones of 27 Mussel Creek St 

Belmopan, having made sworn deposition 
that Policy no #F01103159 issued by Sagicor 
Life Inc on the life of dennis Jones has been 

declared lost.
dated July 4th, 2022.

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 

License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Geetha Subramanian Sedhu is applying for a new 

Beer Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Velavan 
Indian Fast Food” located at #4 Queen Street, Belize City, Belize 

District.
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On Tuesday, July 5, the price 
of Premium Gasoline reached an 
incredible price of $17.60 per 
gallon. 

Again, without any formal 
notice, the Government raised the 
price of the fuel. When drivers 
pulled up to the pump, they 

met the frightening new price. 
While the price of fuel keeps 
skyrocketing the Government is 
not willing to tell the Belizean 
people what the tax take on the 
various fuel products is. Still the 
information is being leaked out 
and it shows that Government 

is tax gouging on two of the 
fuels, Premium Gasoline and 
Kerosene.

O n  We d n e s d a y,  t h e 
Government launched a campaign 
to paint themselves as some kind 
of fuel saviors. They say they are 
collecting cents on the gallon for 
Regular and Diesel. Based on a 
fuel worksheet dated June 23, 
2022 which was provided to the 
Guardian, it shows that landed 
cost for Premium Gas was at 
$8.3751 per gallon. Regular 
stood at $9.4069, Kerosene was 
at $8.60 while Diesel was at 
$10.1216.

The schedule shows that 
there is a total $5.5458 in taxes 
on Premium; $2,4194 in taxes for 
Regular; $2.6309 for Kerosene 
and $1.6688 for Diesel.

Indeed the structure shows 
that their take is less on Regular 
and Diesel, however the take 
on Premium is something that 
needs to be looked at. What’s 
more is that Kerosene is also 
putting significant revenue into 
the Government coffers. 

The same worksheet shows 
that consumption in Kerosene at 
the end of June was actually the 
same amount as it was for the 
entire year last year. 3,931,464 

gallons of Kerosene has been 
used up already and we are only 
at mid-year. Last year, for the 
entire year, the country consumed 
3,906,533 gallons of the same 
Kerosene. 

What is of note is that 
what the Government is not 
making in revenue on Diesel it 
is compensating for in taxes on 
Kerosene.

I t  i s  of  note  that  the 
consumption of Kerosene has seen 
such a dramatic raise because, 
in order for Diesel users to try 
to keep down their costs, they 
have been substituting Diesel 
with Kerosene. That has led the 
Government to capitalize and 
currently the price per gallon of 
Kerosene stands at a staggering 
$12.63. 

The entire price structure is 
showing that what the Government 
is giving on one hand, it is taking 
away on the other. Something 
like a magician’s hand tricks, 
the Government is now trying to 
spin the tale that they are saving 
consumers by not taking as much 
from Regular and Diesel, but still 
their revenue is being bolstered 
by the two other fuels the take 
for which they make absolutely 
no mention of. 

GOB Gouges Premium and Kerosene Fuel

Official Ministry of Finance Documents shows GOB Fuel Gouging

On Thursday, June 30th, 
the Belize Tourism Board (BTB) 
held a ceremony in which it 
announced that 200 tour operators 
would be given fuel voucher for 
the next 5 months. What was 
never announced was how much 
the Government was spending in 
this latest stunt. 

Based on informat ion 
provided to the Guardian, it 
suggests that one million dollars 
was transferred into the accounts 
of the BTB to be used in this 
latest scheme. That means 1,000 
dollars, of tax payers money, will 
be funneled to the operators every 
month. In total, each participant 
will receive 5,000 dollars. 

There  is  concern that 
this kind of, what appears to 
be political patronage, is not 
helping in the overall objective 
of easing the fuel burden on 
all Belizeans. There are those 
who are suggesting that instead 
of helping such a small pool 
of people, who at this time are 
earning significant income from 
the tourism industry, why the 

million was not used to subsidize 
one million gallons of fuel and 
reduce the price at the pump by 

1 Million Dollars For 
200 Tour Operators

one dollar per gallon. That would 
be a more equitable use of the 
money. 

This kind of lavish spending 
on a select few seems to be the 
order of the day at the BTB. In 
similar fashion an undisclosed 
amount of money is being used 
to finance a concert in San Pedro. 
Again tax payers money is simply 
being used to finance an endeavor 
which should never have been 

placed on the shoulders of tax 
payers. Yet the BTB is proceeding 
full steam ahead with their plan. 
For this endeavor they announced 
that they would be spending 
somewhere in the region of 750 
thousand dollars and the price 
just keeps on getting bigger. 

Meanwhile, BDF soldiers 
are unable to get food, drinking 
water or even bullets to do their 
work.
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 
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The Ministry of Health and 
Wellness has announced the re-
opening of the Acute Psychiatric 
Unit; based at the Western 
Regional Hospital. This comes 
as a relief to the many mental 
health patients or customers, who 
previously had no other place to 
go for help. 

The Acute Psychiatric Unit is 

being managed by highly trained 
psychiatric nurse practitioners, 
who treat acutely ill patients. 
These are patient who cannot be 
managed at home or within the 
community. 

“We definitely lack human 
resources ,  we  need  more 
psychiatrists and psychologists,” 
says Mrs. Iveth Quintanilla, 

technical advisor from the Mental 
Health Unit at the Ministry of 
Health. 

There are only three Cuban 
psychiatrists and one Nicaraguan 
specialist of the same kind to 
serve the whole Country. Over 
the years the Cuban Government 
has been sending psychiatrists to 
fill in the gap in Belize.

To  k e e p  c o n s u m e r s 
stabil ized the Ministry of 
Health has allocated funding 
for both traditional and modern 
medications. The modern drugs 
like Risperdal comes with very 
little side effects and allows users 
to work productively. Previously 
Risperdal was being sold in the 
private sector for $10.00 per one 
milligram. Today patients can 
now access Risperdal and Depixol 
free of cost at Government owned 
hospitals to treat some of the 
most debilitating psychiatric 
conditions known to humankind. 

Unfortunately, once diagnosed 
some patients will need to be on 
these atypical antipsychotics for 
the rest of their lives. 

There are mental health 
clinics attached to Government 
funded hospitals in the Corozal, 
Orange Walk, Cayo and Toledo 
Districts. In the Belize District 
there is the community treatment 
program at Port Layola. Mrs. 
Iveth Quintanilla reports that 
consumers can stay there for the 
day to get the psychiatric support 
that they need. The Mental Health 
Association also manages a 
Resource Center in Belize City 
to engage the patients who reach 
there. 

Mrs. Iveth Quintanilla 
advocates for mental health 
patients to form consumer 
networks. Previously there were 
several consumer groups in some 
parts of the Country but COVID-
19 had a dent on them.

Acute Psychiatric Unit now open in Belmopan

The Acute Psychiatric Unit at the Western Regional Hospital has been re-opened

A Santa Elena Town woman 
now finds herself in more dire 
straits after her place of shelter 
burnt down a few weeks ago. 
Mrs. Rose Buckley, 47 years of 
age, had a narrow escape from 
the blaze but now has to face life 
headlong. 

Buckley has consulted St. 
Gabriel Medical Center in San 
Ignacio Town and now has a 
diagnosis of gall bladder stones. 
As a result, over the last few days 
she has been enduring swelling 
in various parts of her body. Her 
only relief is a surgery but that 
surgery will cost her $5,500.00

Her 16-year-old daughter 
Xichel Santo also has a $573.00 
bill at St. Ignatius High School 

in Santa Elena. Without getting 
the help that she needs; Santos 
will not be able to continue her 
education.

Buckley and her daughter are 
now being hosted by a responsive 
Seventh Day Adventist Family in 
Santa Elena Town. But she now 
needs a permanent shelter above 
her head to call her own. 

Mayor Earl Trapp Junior has 
so far cleared Buckley’s house 
lot in the Kontiki Area but the 
materials for the house are now 
needed.

The account number for Rose 
Buckley is 143466010220001 at 
the Belize Bank. The mother of 
three can also be reached at 663-
9576.

Double Tragedy For San 
Ignacio Mother Of Three

Rose Buckley has been down on her luck recently

Sixty one year old Herman 
‘Kaibil’ Valdez, a stalwart 
s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d 
Democratic Party, lost his life 
while carrying out his duties in 
San Ignacio on Monday July 4. 
Valdez was on Buena Vista Street 
sometime around 10:30 on that 
morning when an SUV came 
down from a hill. The vehicle 
could not stop as it had lost its 
brakes and the momentum forced 
it into the path of Valdez who was 
crushed between another vehicle 
which was parked in the area. 

Valdez succumbed to his 
injuries hours later. Since the 
incident, the town council has 
taken the decision to turn the 
street on the hill as a one way up 
hill to prevent future incidents 
like these.

Valdez was an avid supporter 
of the UDP and would do so 

unapologetically. He was a 
humble and hard worker for the 
San Ignacio/Santa Elena Town 
Council . 

Valdez is survived by wife 
Nadine Ayala, two sons Jorge 
and Vlandimir Valdez, two 
daughters Yelitza Aldana and 
Amy Valdez. Nine grandkids 
Iban and Jaime Vasquez, Andre 
and Lilian Valdez, Ronald Aldana 
Jr., Ramel and Rahjay Aldana, 
Vianne and Vlandimir Herman 
Valdez Jr. Daughter in law Jessica 
and Elida Valdez, Son in laws 
Ronald Aldana Sr. and Joseph 
Betson. 

A wake will be held on Friday 
July 8th at his sons residence on 
Joseph Andrews Drive in front 
of Pin Mei Restaurant. Funeral 
services will be held on Saturday 
July 9th at 2pm at Faith Nazarene 
Church and burial at Santa Rita 
Cemetery.

UDP Soldier Loses 
Life In Traffic 

Accident

Herman Valdez was carrying out his duties when he lost his life
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The 18th annual Belize 
Archaeology Symposium ended 
on Friday at the San Ignacio 
Resort Hotel. The three-day event 
was an opportunity for experts 
to exchange notes on Belize’s 
ancestors. 

One highlight at the start of 
the event was Dr. John Morris 
being recognized for his years 
of service to the Institute of 
Archaeology (IA) and the 
National Institute of Culture and 
History (NICH).

Representing the IA, Dr. 
John Morris spoke on Thursday 
on the Aguacate Sites near 
Spanish Lookout. LiDAR (Light 
Detection and Ranging) and 
remote sensing have revealed 
extensive settlements in the 
area extant from any center.  At 
Aguacate six minor sites have 
been located with ceremonial 
centers and ball courts. The 
centers are all disbursed no more 
than one and a half kilometers 
from each other. The current 

Mennonite settlements mirror 
the distance that they lived from 
each other. 

According to Dr. John 
Morris, Aguacate’s Middle-level 
political entities had negotiated to 
maintain their autonomy. “They 
were never dominated by any 
political entity,” said Morris. 

What experts learned from 
the three days were reports that 
the Maya were able to maintain 
their civilizations for millennia. 
They had to deal with diseases, 
dry periods as well as hurricanes. 
Much of the information that was 
shared showed how the Mayas 
were very resilient for them to 
survive through the ages.

Even at the end of the 
conference, the IA’s task ahead 
is a challenging one. There are 
over ten thousand archaeological 
sites in Belize reports Dr. John 
Morris. The IA has been able to 
document the extent of the Maya 
Civilization and their occupation 
of the landscape in Belize using 

advanced technology.  But 
there are agricultural and road 
developments now occurring 
across the Country and the IA 
now must take mitigatory steps 
whenever such works are being 
done. 

Dr. Melissa Badillo, Interim 
Director at the IA has issued 
a message thanking the many 
sponsors.  The Insti tute of 
Archaeology and the National 
Institute of Culture and History 
are indebted to the Atlantic Bank 
Limited, Sol Petroleum Belize 
Limited, Belize Tourism Board, 
G.A Roe and Sons Limited, Saint 
Martin’s Credit Union, Chaa 
Creek Limited, Mcnab Visual 
Strategies and the National Bank 
of Belize for their partnership 
in the preservation of Belize’s 
archaeological resources and 
cultural patrimony. Dr. Badillo 
wrote that the IA is especially 
grateful to the San Ignacio Resort 
Hotel and its team for their warm 
welcome to the guests.

Belize Archaeology Symposium Ends In Cayo

Dr. John Morris was recognized at the beginning of the Symposium. Photo 
courtesy of the Institute of Archaeology
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vehicle near Mile 62 on the Phillip 
Goldson Highway and ran off the 
road. As the vehicle careened  off 
the road it hit a culvert, which 
threw Eden Itza who was seated 
in the pan of the vehicle into a 
coconut tree causing his fatal 
injuries. The male person seated 
in the front passenger side was 
Rigoberto Lopez who received a 
minor scratch.

Santa Chun

The spate of accidents began 
on Friday July 1 when Jesus 
Felipe Galdamez, a 43-year-old 
vendor was driving his pickup 
truck from Valley of Peace Village 
towards Belmopan sometime 
around 7:20p.m. He said that as 
he was driving  he suddenly saw 
a female walking on the side of 
the highway. He tried to avoid 
hitting her but he was unable 
to. Galdamez  then stopped and 
transported the injured woman 
to the Western Regional Hospital 
where she succumbed to her 
injuries some time after eleven 
on the first of July.

The victim was identified as 
80-year-old Santa Chun who was 
just a few hundred feet from her 
home after going to buy tortillas 
and was making her way back 
home. Police have since charged 
Galdamez with Manslaughter 
by Negligence, causing death 
by careless conduct, and drove 
motor vehicle without due care 
and attention. He voluntarily 
gave urine sample.

Derrick Banner

On Saturday a freak accident 
claimed the life of a Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Development 
employee. Sometime around 
6a.m. on Saturday, July 2, 30-
year-old Derrick Banner was 
driving a John Deer tractor on the 

Feliciano Mendoza
Another accident occurred 

on Sunday July, 3 in Orange Walk 
Town. Cady Rhaburn reported 
to police that he was driving 
his Ford Ranger Pickup truck 
sometime around 7:15 on the 
Philip Goldson Highway. He  
told police that when he reached 
in front of a Chinese store, a 
man identified as 69-year-old 
Feliciano Mendoza, was crossing 
the road and he tried to avoid 
hitting him but was unable to do 
so. Mendoza was transported to 
the Northern Regional Hospital 
where he died as a result of his 
injuries.

(Continued from Page 4)

Traffic Accidents Claim 
Multiple Lives

Cristo Rey road near the Monkey 
Falls Hills in the Cayo district 
when somehow the vehicle 
overturned. Banner was flung to 
the edge of the highway and he 
received severe body injuries. 
Banner was driving the tractor 
from San Ignacio town to Cristo 
Rey Village when he lost control 
and it overturned. Banner died at 
around 7:40a.m. whilst receiving 
treatment at the San Ignacio 
hospital. 

Yet another accident has 
police trying to identify a body 
by tattoos. The man was found 
on Saturday, July 2 and was 
transported to the Southern 
Regional Hospital. Police report 
that the person received severe 
head and body injuries, so much 
so that the only way the police 
are trying to identify him is by 
circulating pictures of tattoos 
that are on the body. The man is 
of Hispanic descent. 

Tattoos on the body

Belize City 
Council Shamed 

to Action

Workmen were dispatched on Tuesday after a call was made

An irate caller to Wave 
Radio’s ‘Fus Ting Da Mawning’ 
on Monday July 4, shamed the 
Belize City Council to action this 
week when she called to say that 
a park in the Lake Independence 
Constituency was so overgrown 
that she feared for the safety 
of her children. The caller was 
speaking of the Ring Road Park 
which the PUP city council 
promised would be developed to 
rival the BTL Park on Newtown 
Barracks. It has been 4 years 
since that promise was made and 
to date absolutely nothing has 
done to develop the park. 

It can be recalled that 
there was even a ribbon cutting 
ceremony at the site complete 
with a billboard to promise and 
fool the electorate that things 
would get better.  Still nothing is 
at the site other than overgrown 

grass, snakes, raccoons, rats, 
roaches and other vermin.

The caller was so convincing 
that by the next morning work 
crews were dispatched to the 
site to cut the overgrown grass. 
By Wednesday the work was 
complete and the caller expressed 
that she was happy that the 
grass was cut but would be even 
happier if they were to actually 
deliver on the promise that was 
made to convert the open area 
into an actual park. 

While the caller is somewhat 
satisfied and she can literally 
breathe easier, the grander 
question is, who is in charge of 
maintaining the park? More so, 
why is it necessary for calls to be 
made for the Belize City Council 
to be able to do the work that they 
are being paid to do? Where is 
the councilor who is in charge of 
parks and playgrounds?

Overgrown grass at Ring Road Park
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