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On Wednesday, June 29th, 
the Government of Belize was 
ordered to pay former Prime 
Minister of Belize, Rt. Hon. 
Dean Barrow a total of 185 
thousand dollars in damages after 
a Commission of Inquiry into 
the sale of Government Assets 
was published in January of this 
year. 

Just under a week earlier, on 
Thursday June 23, Supreme Court 

Justice, Lisa  Shoman had ordered 
that the Government pay Former 
Deputy Prime Minister, Hon. 
Hugo Patt, 145 thousand dollars 
in total damages. Broken down, 
it was 95 thousand dollars issued 
in compensatory damages and 50 
thousand dollars in vindicatory 
damages.For Hon. Barrow it 
was 125 thousand dollars for 
compensatory damages and 60 
thousand dollars for vindicatory 

damages.
The two awardees had taken 

the Government to court after 
serious allegations of impropriety 
and corrupt actions were made 
against them in the published 
report. From the onset, members 
of the commission had agreed 
that the rights of Hon. Barrow 
and Hon. Patt had been infringed 
upon. The Commission did not 
give the claimants any opportunity 
to defend themselves from what 
was to be printed in the report. In 
effect their right to natural justice 
was breached.

In sum total ,  the two 
claimants will have to be paid 
some 330 thousand dollars. This 
is also in addition to costs which 
was awarded to the claimants 
which will have to be paid to 
the attorneys who represented 
them. 

While there is this massive 
payout, it is expected that similar 
claims will be brought against the 

Commission Of Inquiry Costs Tax Payers 
Hundreds of Thousands of Dollars

commission of inquiry by other 
persons who were named in the 
report and were not given the 
right to defend themselves before 
the report was published.

Prepared by the chairman 
of the Commission, Senior 
Attorney, Andrew Marshalleck, 
the report reads more like a 
gossip column than an official 
Government document. The 
flaws in it are amateur in nature 
and give credence to the long held 
belief that the entire process was 
just a witch hunt which is now 
ending up costing the Belizean 
tax payers hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, apparently far more 
than what the commission would 
have wanted to unearth as losses 
in assets. 

Commission of Inquiry breached basic rules of Natural Justice

Andrew Marshalleck headed the inquiry
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Any and every patriotic 
Belizean who watched the BET 
Awards on Sunday, June 26, 
got an overwhelming sense of 
national pride as Hon. Dr. Shyne 
Barrow took to the stage to pay 
homage to Sean ‘Puff Daddy’ 
Combs as he was recognized 
for his contribution to the music 
industry. Shyne managed to cast 
a massive spotlight on Belize 
as he was chosen to be one of 
the featured performance at the 
event. 

He performed the timeless 
hit, Bad Boys, and complete with 
improvised lyrics to highlight 
Belize he graced the stage to 
the viewership an audience of 
millions. While his varied lyrics 

could have been enough to once 
again make Belize the topic of 
conversation for days to come, 
what was most impressive was 
the unfurling of the Belizean 
flag as it was draped across the 
entire stage, making it the center 
of attention. 

It is the kind of exposure that 
no amount of finance could garner, 
but it was one that the Leader 
of the Opposition masterfully 
orchestrated to once again prove 
that he was all for Belize. The 
entire show was something that 
very few, if any, have been able 
to do to thrust Belize onto the 
international stage.

To the UDP’s very own, we 
say thank you!

Glorious Exposure 
For Belize By Shyne

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow performs at BET Awards A suspected drug plane, 
once again, landed in Belizean 
territory on Sunday June 26. This 
time the landing took place in the 
village of Sundaywood in the 
Toledo District. As is the case on 
most of the landings, police and 
BDF personnel were deployed to 
the area only to find burnt remains 
of the Beachcraft King Air plane. 
According to Commissioner of 
Police, Chester Williams, they 
received information on Saturday 
night that the plane was making 
its way to Belizean airspace 
from South America. He says 
manpower was deployed to areas 
where the plane was suspected 
would have landed but that was 
of no use as the plane landed in 
a remote area.

Williams says that based on 
information offered by Mexican 
counterparts, the landing took 
place sometime around 2 on 
Sunday morning. He explained 
that it took law enforcement 
personnel some12 hours to reach 
the site. By then all of the plane’s 
cargo had already been carted 
away. He did say that the only 
thing that was found was the 
burnt plane and some bicycles 
which are believed to have been 
the mode of transportation to get 
to the plane and cart the drugs 
away. 

Police believe that the cargo 
was taken to the nearby Temash 
river and from there taken out to 
sea and moved further out. 

Bicycles Used 
To Move Drugs

A path was cleared for the plane to land

Almost a month ago, on June 
3, the Minister of Agriculture, 
Abelardo Mai announced that the 
Government would be subsidizing 
bakers in an effort to keep the 
price of bread at $1.75. While that 
promise ensured that the price of 
the 16 ounce slice of bread was 
kept at the existing price, bakers 
are yet to receive any subsidy. 

Bakers whom we spoke to 
tell us that there is still no word 
from Government as to when the 
subsidy will come. What’s more is 
that there is no indication on how 
the subsidy will be implemented 
and who it is that will receive it 
or what criteria will be used to 

select those who will get it. While 
the bakers keep waiting until the 
Government is good and ready, 
the reality is that bakers can no 
longer keep absorbing the costs.

Testament of this came over 
the past few days where specialty 
breads, which are not those 
which fall in the subsidized range 
are seeing large increases. One 
bakery has increased the price 
of most of its other breads. The 
price of Sandwich bread has gone 
up from 2 dollars to 2.75. Getting 
a similar increase is the price for 
the Special White bread which 
has gone from $2.75 to $3.75.  

Promised Subsidy 
for Bread Still 

Nowhere In Sight The Opposition objects 
to the decision of the Briceno 
Administration to not appoint 
the amply qualified acting 
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  M i c h e l l e 
A r a n a  a s  C h i e f  J u s t i c e .  
We find it an injustice and terrible 
failure in discharge of duty that 
PM Briceno feels it necessary to 
appoint a Foreign National over 
our Nations equally if not more 
so capable indigenous Garifuna 
woman who has been acting with 
distinction as Chief Justice for 
the past 2 years and served with 
equal distinction as Justice of 
the Supreme Court for 14 years. 
This decision is a set back for 
indigenous and equal rights; a 

set back for every hard working 
Belizean that no matter how 
much they toil we have a Prime 
Minister and Government that 
thinks you lack talent with 
no where to go but under the 
subjugation of a foreign national. 
The Judiciary is no better off with 
this appointment, however our 
National pride and our morale 
is worse; our fight for equality 
and evolution has suffered a 
devastating blow putting us as 
a Nation in a worse position 
than we were with the historical 
advancements of acting Chief 
Justice Arana.

UDP Objects to 
Appointment of 

New Chief Justice
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Police are investigating the 
murder of a taxi man who was 
called from his work area in 
Cinderella Plaza in Belize City 
and never made it back. 

Paul Panton’s body was 
found at around 7:40a.m. inside 
his Toyota 4-runner taxi on Heart 
Street in the St. Martin’s de Porres 
Area on Friday, June 24. He had 
been shot to his head and died on 
the spot. Reports indicate that he 
had gone to his work site early 

that morning and received a call 
for a taxi run. Police do not have 
any leads as to who called the 59 
year old and there is little known 
as to a motive for his killing. 
There is speculation however 
that the killing could be related to 
a dispute he may have had with 
some family members.

Panton had been deported to 
Belize after living most of his life 
in the U.S.

Paul Panton

Taximan Called 
To His Death

Family members of 34-year-
old Darrel Alvarez are trying to 
come to terms with his killing 
which took place on the night of 
Monday June 27th. 

Sometime shortly before 
9:00p.m., Alvarez had gone to 
a neighborhood stand pipe in 
the Gungulung area of the St. 
Martin’s de Porres Area to get 
water when he was attacked by a 
gunman who fired at least three 
gunshots at him. At the end of 
it, Alvarez lay dead and among 
those who were first on the scene 

were his family members.
They speculate that Alvarez 

may have been killed because 
of a dispute over money which 
owas owed to him by someone 
who credited marijuana from 
him. That individual reportedly 
refused to pay for the weed and 
instead chose to end Alvarez’s 
life.

 Alvarez’s murder is the 
latest in a series of killings that 
has taken place in Belize City 
over the past week. 

Killed While 
Getting Water

Darrel Alvarez

Two men have been arrested 
and charged following the murder 
of Benjamin Renel Hyde which 
occurred on Sunday June 19th, 
2022 at the corner of King Street 
and West Canal.

On Thursday June 23rd, 
police formally arrested and 
charged Shemaud Roshaud Nunez 
of a George Street address for the 
crime of Conspiracy to Commit 
Murder. Police have also arrested 
and charged 18-year-old Azzane 
Kaylon Domingo also with the 
crime of Conspiracy to Commit 
Murder.

Hyde was on King Street 

sheltering from rain when he was 
shot multiple times. It is believed 
that Hyde was killed because he 
is the father of a known gang 
leader of an area near to where 
he was killed. The area where 
he was killed is controlled by 
another gang. Hyde’s murder is 
particularly senseless as he was 
not known to have been involved 
in any problems.

Police have detained another 
man in relation to Hyde’s murder 
and charges are expected to be 
laid shortly. 

Two Men Arrested for 
Father’s Day Murder

Shemaud Roshaud Nunez Azzane Kaylon Domingo

A bus driver has been 
arrested and charged after he 
killed his wife inside a bathroom 
in a bar on the Bullett Tree Road. 
Sometime shortly before 1 on 
Saturday morning, police were 
called to Legends Night Club 
located on the Bullet Tree Road 
outside of San Ignacio Town 
where they found Ima Amanda 
Landero dead on the floor of a 
bathroom.

She had been stabbed 
multiple times. Her common 
law husband, 44-year-old bus 
driver, Augustine Gonzalez was 
also found at the establishment, 
he was handcuffed and also had 
stab wounds but they were not 

life threatening.
Reports are that Landero 

had gone to the bar after working 
at another establishment when 
Gonzalez came looking for her. 
He managed to lock himself and 
his victim inside the bathroom 
and proceeded to stab her 
multiple times. Despite efforts 
by security personnel to intervene 
in the killing, they were too late 
to stop the murder. After the 
killing, Gonzalez was detained 
and handcuffed by the security 
officers in the club. 

The couple were reportedly 
in a relationship which was in 
constant turmoil as a result of 
domestic abuse. 

Man Kills Common-Law Wife 
Inside Bar Bathroom
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A total of 36 students 
graduated on Thursday for the 
first time from the Santa Cruz 
Government Pre School in Santa 
Elena Town. The event took place 
at the Victor Galvez Auditorium 
in San Ignacio Town. The 2021 
to 2022 class of future leaders 
graduated under the theme: 
We are Strong, Learning and 
Growing. 

The mistress of ceremonies 
for the graduation was Mrs. 
Teresita Ulloa, who took the 
opportunity to urge parents to 
let their children join the library. 
As a librarian, Mrs. Ulloa also 
encouraged parents to read to 
their children at least 15 minutes 
a day. 

Guest  speaker  for  the 
occasion was Mr. Jahmor Lopez, 
Principal Education Officer for 
the Cayo District. “You started 
the process when you saw the 
need for stimulation,” he said.

He cont inued,  “When 
you send them to preschool 
you get them to interact with 
other children, you boost their 
immunity.” 

Head teacher Mr. Wayne 
Casey told the parents that 
the teachers at the Santa Cruz 
Government Pre School are 

grateful to be teaching the 
children. 

Casey congratulated parents 
and called on them to “keep on 
supporting children as they move 
on to primary school.”

“The best gift you can give 
your child is a good education…
and you have started by sending 
them to preschool,” he said. 

The Parent Action Committee 
at the Santa Cruz Government 
School is headed by Mrs. Flora 
Choc, who reported that the 
grouping was able to successfully 
conduct fund raising drives during 
the school year. Principal Mrs. 
Abelina Gonzalez is grateful to 
the successful links that have 
been forged between parents and 
teachers at the school. 

The Santa Cruz Pre School 
was constructed as part of the 
UDP Administration’s project to 
expand access to education for 
children in underserved areas.

Similar pre-schools have 
been built and continue to be built 
under the project. 

Plans were also set for the 
construction of high schools, 
similarly in underserved areas 
where children had to travel far 
distances in order to access their 
education. 

First Graduation for 
Santa Cruz Government 

Pre School

Graduating class

Two men and a woman were 
recognized on Wednesday June 
29 as outstanding fishers for the 
year 2022. During a ceremony 
held at the University of the West 
Indies Open Campus, Marcio 
Gonzalez from Chunox village 
in the Corozal District;  Jason 
Young from Rancho Dolores in 
the Belize District and Vonetta 
Dawson from Dangriga Town 
in the Stann Creek District were 
awarded as fishers of the year. 
The overall fisher of the year was 
awarded to Dawson.

As part of their reward 
Dawson received a cash prize 

of three thousand dollars from 
The Nature Conservancy while 
Gonzalez and Young received 
one thousand two hundred and 
fifty dollars also from TNC and 
the Ministry of the Blue Economy 
and Civil Aviation.

The awards are part of 
a month long observation of 
fisherfolks which took place 
under the theme “Collective 
Action for a Safe and Resilient 
Caribbean Fisheries.” 

The selection of the winners 
was based on fishing best practices 
to ensure the sustainable use of 
the fisheries resources. 

2022 Fishers 
Of The Year

Marcio Gonzalez, Vonetta Dawson and Jason Young

On Wednesday June 29, 
the Statistical Institute of Belize 
(SIB) released the latest figures 
on inflation in Belize and it shows 
that the country is suffering 
from all time high prices of 
commodities.

Based on an analysis from 
the institute it shows that the 
country experienced a 6.6 percent 
rate of inflation as compared to the 
same time last year. According to 
the SICB, the hike is being driven 
by increases in the price of fuel 
as well as transportation services, 
food, liquefied petroleum gas and 
other commodities.

T h e  S I B  s t a t e s  t h a t 
“Transport’ remained the single 
greatest contributor to the 
overall national inflation rate, 
as prices within this category 
saw a significant increase of 
19.2 percent in May 2022 when 

compared to May 2021. This 
was driven primarily by rapidly 
rising fuel costs, with prices for 
motor vehicle fuels more than 27 
percent higher on average than 
they were in May of last year. 
At the pump, diesel registered 
the greatest increase, with the 
average price per gallon rising 
by 32.4 percent from $10.21 in 
May 2021 to $13.52 in May 2022. 
Premium gasoline was up by 30.2 
percent from $11.45 to $14.90, 
while regular gasoline rose by 
25.8 percent from $10.81 in May 
2021 to $13.60 in May 2022. 
Additionally, passenger transport 
services rose by 13.8 percent, as 
increases in bus fares, taxi fares, 
and sea fares were seen across 
the country.” Also seeing a great 
increase was the price of LPG 
which according the SIB saw a 
“26.3 percent increase in LPG 

prices, as the average cost of a 
hundred-pound cylinder was up 
by more than $30, from $114.08 
in May 2021 to $144.14 in May 
2022.”

The municipality which 
saw the greatest increase in 
commodities was Orange Walk 
Town where an inflation rate of 
9.7 percent was recorded. The 
SIB says that, “consumers in 
this municipality saw above-

average increases in prices for 
various food items, home rental 
costs, restaurant services, laundry 
products, soaps, detergents, 
women’s clothing, and men’s 
and women’s haircuts.”

When compared to last 
year’s prices, rice saw a 12.6 
percent increase while pigtails 
were up by 50.3%. for its part 
vegetable oil also saw a huge 
jump of 40.9%.

Inflation Now Unbearable
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
A blissful reward could be yours 

early this week, but only when you 
actually ask for what you want. If 
there is someone you’ve got a crush 
on, you’ll want to make the first move 
and ask them out on a date. An already-
coupled Aries might receive a beautiful 
card, message, or other declaration of 
love that boosts your confidence -- not 
only in yourself, but also in your love 
connection. Enjoy the sweetness while 
it lasts, however, because you might 
be quite testy by Saturday! Mars in 
your sign will pick a fierce fight with 
Pluto, and you might find that others 
are steering clear of you and your 
short fuse.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
A behind-the-scenes blessing 

in love this week could make you 
feel like a million bucks. If you’re in 
a relationship, your sweetheart may 
make one of those quiet gestures that 
pack a whole lot of meaning inside. 
An act like that can truly warm your 
heart and remind you just how lucky 
you are to have this person in your 
life. Single? You could find out that 
you have a secret admirer. Even if 
you aren’t interested, it might be an 
amazing confidence booster. Soak it in! 
Being reminded of just how awesome 
you are shouldn’t get to your head -- but 
it should get to your heart.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Love may feel like a mixed bag 

for you throughout the week, starting 
out incredible but possibly ending 
in a giant ball of confusion. Venus 
is in your sign and will engage in a 
gorgeous sextile to lucky Jupiter on 
Tuesday. These two planets want to 
bring you a romantic blessing -- and 
since Jupiter is in your 11th House 
of Greatest Hopes, it’s possible that a 
romantic dream you’ve had will come 
true. Still, all that glitters may not be 
gold. Complex Mercury, also in your 
sign, will square nebulous Neptune 
on Saturday. If you don’t verify any 
information you receive, even when it 
comes from trusted sources, you may 
be in for a disappointment.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
Emotions could swamp you at 

some point soon. That said, Cancer, 
you’re likely already used to being 
emotionally aware, so it shouldn’t be 
too much of a big deal. Still, even you 
may notice extra sensitivity thanks 
to the New Moon happening in your 
sign on Tuesday. Fortunately, this 
will present an opportunity for you to 
be rewarded when you open up and 
express exactly what you need. Not 
everyone knows how to love you the 
way you need to be loved! You might 
be really good at that for others, but 
sometimes, they need your help to 
understand how to reciprocate love 
back to you. This week, you should be 
able to gently show them how to do so.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
Inner emotions can come to the 

surface in a remarkably healing way 
during this time. The New Moon in 
Cancer on Tuesday falls in your hidden 
12th house, lighting up feelings that 
once were hidden. That said, they 
probably won’t come out because 
you’re actively expressing them. 
Instead, these emotions may show 
through your subconscious vibes, or 
possibly through counseling or another 
healing modality. Either way, if you’re 
in a relationship, this can help your 
partner understand you in a way that 
they never have before. If single, this 
might be the emotional breakthrough 
you’ve needed to help you open up 
again. This is huge!

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Your social circle is opening up 

this week, which should have a lovely 
effect on your romantic prospects. The 
New Moon in Cancer on Tuesday calls 
to you as it falls in your friendship 
sector. You have a chance to make 
new relationships with people who 
literally feel like family! Whether this 
is for business or your personal life, 
being open to these new acquaintances 
can enhance your depth of connection 
to others. Single Virgos have every 
opportunity to feel a strong romantic 
and sentimental connection to a new 
friend. Virgos in a relationship will 

benefit from the networking as well. 
You could make new couple’s friends 
almost instantly.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Lady Luck is gifting you her 

fortune in romance throughout the 
week. Endearing Venus will make 
a gorgeous connection to expansive 
Jupiter, currently in your partnership 
sector, on Tuesday. If you’re in a 
relationship, then you and your 
sweetheart are nearly guaranteed to 
have something to celebrate. You 
might decide to take a trip abroad 
together or finally be ready to sign legal 
documents connected to marriage, such 
as a prenup. Everything is looking up! 
Things are promising for singles as 
well. You could find yourself swept 
away by someone you see as extremely 
wise, spiritual, and optimistic. Don’t be 
afraid to make the first move.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Love may not be the strongest 

influence in your life right now. It’s 
not that you don’t have love in your 
life -- it’s more about not being able to 
trust the information that comes your 
way from a lover or potential lover. 
You can blame this on tricky Mercury’s 
harsh square to Neptune on Saturday. 
Since Mercury is in your 8th House 
of Shared Resources and Neptune 
is in your romance sector, this could 
create particularly tricky situations. 
You might discover that your partner is 
withholding information about finances 
or debts. If single, you may feel like 
you’re meeting duplicitous people at 
every turn. Fortunately, this should 
pass quickly.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Your love life is on fire these 

days! Seriously, you are the luckiest of 
the signs right now -- and it’s all thanks 
to your ruling planet, Jupiter, partying 
its way through your romance sector. 
Plus, this week there is an extra special 
bonus you can enjoy. Venus, now in 
your partnership sector, will embrace 
Jupiter on Tuesday. Even if you’re 
totally single, this could be the day you 
meet the one! Currently with someone? 
You two may make a major decision 
regarding something like moving in 
together, getting engaged, or beginning 
to expand your family. No matter what 
you choose, you can get ready to enjoy 

Your Horoscope a delicious expression of love from 
your partner.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
A definite fresh start is coming 

your way for love and relationships this 
week -- and it should be one that honors 
your deepest emotional needs. A blessed 
New Moon in sentimental Cancer will 
land in your partnership sector on 
Tuesday. If single, this could bring an 
opening for you to meet someone you 
see as “marriage material,” even if that 
isn’t currently on your radar. If you’re 
already in that kind of a relationship, 
then you and your mate will have an 
opportunity to connect on a deeper 
level. Don’t be afraid to share your 
feelings in a safe way, knowing that 
they will be honored.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Romantic fun is possible this week 
-- especially if you’re already with 
someone. Venus is making all of this 
possible for you as she jaunts through 
your love sector -- and on Tuesday, 
things should get even sweeter. That’s 
when Venus engages with lucky Jupiter, 
bringing you a genuine reward in love. 
For those in steady relationships, this 
could be a generous gift from your 
partner. Newly joined couples might 
feel inspired to say, “I love you” for 
the first time. Totally single? You can 
enjoy playing the dating game and 
should have no shortage of prospects. 
Get ready to mingle!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Spectacular creative energy is 

with you at the moment. Are you 
looking for a new love? Are you and 
your partner thinking about having a 
baby? Whether or not you answered 
“yes” to either question, you’re in luck! 
Tuesday’s dazzling New Moon lands 
in the area of your chart connected to 
romance, self-expression, and children. 
You could discover the most spectacular 
opportunity to meet someone new. 
They may have this familiarity that 
truly comforts you -- it’ll all feel so 
natural. If you’re in a relationship, then 
this could be the right time to expand 
your family. On the other hand, you 
and your sweetheart might start up a 
creative project together. Either way, it 
should bring you much joy.
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noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Celso Carrera  of Mahogany Street Trail 
Farm, orange Walk District has made sworn 
deposition that Policy no J12000400 issued by 

Sagicor Life Inc has been declared lost.

Dated June 28th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Susan Villanueva of 7145 Slaughterhouse 
road., Belize City, Belize, has made sworn 

deposition that Policy no F01111472 issued by 
Sagicor Life Inc has been declared lost.

Dated June 24th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

The 18th installment of the 
Belize Archaeology Symposium 
began on Wednesday and 
continues until July first at the 
San Ignacio Resort Hotel. It is the 
premier scholarly conference in 
Belize and the Region, elucidating 
the ancient Maya Civilization and 
narrative as well the history of 
Belize. 

The primary objective of the 
Symposium is to share current 
archaeological information 
with the people of Belize, 
the tourism industry and the 
general archaeological and 
anthropological community. A 
press release from the Institute 
of Archaeology states that it is 
envisioned that the conference 
will provide an interdisciplinary 
arena that will allow participants 
to exchange ideas about the latest 
development in the field.  

Dr. Melissa Badillo, the 
Interim Director at the Institute 
of Archaeology told the Guardian 
that she is inviting everyone to 
the Symposium, where a total 

of 38 research papers will be 
presented. “There is archaeology 
across the Country…we want 
more Belizeans participating in 
archaeological research,” she 
said. 

Dr. Badillo also informed that 
the symposium will be looking at 
the adaptations that the ancient 
Maya devised to survive “…and 
how we can learn and apply it to 
our modern society.” 

Associate Director of the 
Institute of Archaeology Dr. Alan 
Moore told us that the symposium 
will be examining the periods of 
historic occupation and how we 
can use that data to forecast the 
future of Belize. 

There are “…some good 
research and data coming out,” 
he said.

One  example  o f  t ha t 
data coming out was the one 
presented jointly by Dr. Anabel 
Ford, Andrew Kinkella and 
Paulino Morales,  working 
at El Pilar in Western Belize 
under a University of California 

program. The scale and extent of 
monumental construction at El 
Pilar—over 150 hectares spread 
across 2 kilometers—gives focus 
to its position as a dominant 
Classic period center in the upper 
Belize River area. This team 
of researchers have concluded 
that like the several nearby sites 
in the Belize Valley proper, 
El Pilar was founded in the 
early Middle Preclassic. Major 
architectural expansion at El Pilar 
accompanied population growth 
during the transition from Middle 
to Late Preclassic times. New 
radiocarbon date and ceramic 
analysis provide information 
on a large-scale architectural 
investment in Plaza Copal. 
The researchers discussed their 
implications for understanding the 

complex sociopolitical landscape 
of the Late Preclassic in the upper 
Belize River area. The scale of 
infrastructural investments at El 
Pilar points out to the power once 
held by the ruling elites--until the 
close of the Classic period. 

This year’s theme to the 
symposium is  as  fol lows: 
Transformation, Expressions, 
and Adaptations during critical 
pe r iods  o f  anc ien t  Maya 
Civilization. After a two-year 
hiatus due to COVID-19, this 
important symposium brings 
together  researchers  from 
across the Globe. A notable 
accomplishment by itself as there 
are 27 ongoing archaeological 
projects being conducted by the 
Institute of Archaeology across 
Belize. 

18th Archaeology Symposium 
Being Held In San Ignacio Town

Dr. Melissa Badillo is the Interim Director of the Institute of Archaeology

Andrew Kinkella, from the El Pilar Project

Audience on Wednesday
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 
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