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During the village council 
elections held in Teakettle Village 
on June 5, Police Constable 
Alicia Trapp made a complaint 
against Minister of Infrastructure 
Development, Julius Espat stating 
that he had both physically and 
verbally assaulted her. Since then 
the police officer has been taken 
on a whirlwind of what appears 
to be victimization. The series of 
events it appears is being led by 
Commissioner of Police, Chester 
Williams, who it also appears 
has become the public relations 
officer for the Minister.

Fol lowing the  repor t , 
Williams has made it a point 
to follow the case very closely. 
Unlike any other, he has taken 
special interest in it, so much 
so that he ordered a special 
investigation to be carried out 
on the matter. By the time that 
was concluded, he flipped the 
script on constable Trapp. He in 
fact directed that charges should 

actually be laid against Trapp 
instead of Espat. 

As the days progressed, he 
has kept updating the media and 
explained that Espat will actually 
now be the complainant and that 
Trapp was now subject to charges. 
He concluded this, almost pre 
judging any court matter. And 
continuing on the stance that he 
has taken as a spokesperson for 
Espat the matter continued to 
develop and on Tuesday he stated 
that Espat would not proceed 
with the case against Trapp. 

It is a strange series of events 
and when the UDP’s Orson 
Elrington, who is representing 
Trapp addressed the matter during 
Tuesday’s press conference, he 
expressed as much dismay on the 
entire ordeal as everyone else. He 
told the press that the way things 
have developed it continues to 
show the prevailing sentiment 
that citizens have confidence in 
the justice system he explained 

Commissioner Of Police Flips On 
Police Woman’s Complainant

Continued on Page 4

Orson Elrington

Leader  of  the  Uni ted 
Democratic Party, Hon. Dr. Shyne 
Barrow is calling out the PUP 
administration after it appears that 
their government is slipping into 
authoritarianism. Hon. Barrow 
made these statements during a 
press conference held on Tuesday 
June 14. Hon. Barrow has taken 
issue with Prime Minister Johnny 
Briceno’s statements in defense 
of Cuba and Venezuela in the 
recently held Summit of the 
Americas. In his presentation 
Briceno criticized the U.S. for 
not inviting the two nations to be 
a part of the Summit.

In the press conference, 
Hon. Barrow stated that Belize 
is becoming a dictatorial and 
autocratic government where 
people are dissatisfied with the 
PUP. He pointed out that the low 
voter turn out in the recent village 
council elections is testament that 
people are fearful of showing 
dissent to the ruling PUP. He 
went on to chastise the police 
department for the manner in 
which constable Alicia Trapp is 
being victimized. He explained 
that the commissioner of police 
is more concerned with currying 
favors and shows that there is 
a policy decision to move to 
an authoritarian and autocratic 

Government. The move to charge 
constable Trapp, was one where 
democracy was being assaulted 
and compromised stated Hon. 
Barrow.  

He then blasted Briceno 
for not addressing real issues 
affecting nations like de-risking 
and the recession that they are 
facing. He would further list 
the serial failures of the PUP 
government where the Deputy 
Secretary General was being 
put in charge of redistricting. He 
catalogued Briceno’s continued 
interference on behalf of his 
employee’s daughter in law. The 
matter of the hiring of Florencio 
Marin Sr. was not lost on the 
Leader of the Opposition as well 
as the issue of carrots rotting in 
the fields in the village of San 
Carlos. He also made not of 
BTL spending 6 million dollars 
on purchasing a cable company 
when that industry is just about 
dead. He noted that bettter use 
could have been made of that 
money like expanding internet 
coverage in areas like Toledo East 
and Toledo West. 

He then urged the Belizean 
people to stand up against the assault 
on democracy and dictatorship 
and authoritarianism. 

Belize Slipping Into 
Authoritarianism Says 

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow
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There was an old distortion 
of what the BDF acronym stood 
for saying that it was Belize 
Dog Food, well it seems that 
the Belize Defence Force is 
actually living up to that name. 
On Monday, June 13, a video 
was forwarded to the Guardian 
Newspaper showing that soldiers 
were indeed being fed dog food, 
or something closely resembling 
it. 

The video shows a container 
with white rice, boiled eggs 
and journey cakes all lumped 
together. The soldiers say that 
this meal was accompanied by 
sardines. While serving rice for 
breakfast is unheard of,  what is 
worse is that the eggs still had on 
the shells on them. How journey 
cakes managed their way into the 
mix is anyone’s guess.  

This kind of meal is what 
has become the norm within the 
BDF. On one occasion a soldier 
explains that macaroni shells and 
chicken was all that was served 
as a midday meal. Now soldiers 
are beginning to complain and as 
they do, they are being punished 
for it. 

After the video went viral 
on Facebook, the BDF put out a 
release saying that the video goes 
contrary to established processes 
of complaints. With that, the 

upper command has launched 
an investigation into the video 
and are already taking punitive 
measures against the unit from 
where the video originated. Meals 
are no longer served outside of 
the mess hall and soldiers do not 
have meals delivered to them.

But the issue, of basically 
serving slop to soldiers, is one 
that has become chronic since the 
BDF cannot afford to buy food. 
There is now a food shortage as 
the institution is unable to pay its 
suppliers. It is a problem that arose 
shortly after the General Elections 
in November of 2020 where the 
BDF, through political directions, 
cut ties with age old suppliers 
who would extend credit to the 
armed force. For years, those 
large, well established suppliers, 
would extend credit to the BDF 
for months on end and would 
collect on those debts as the 
finances became available. In the 
advent of a new administration 
those ties were broken and the 
PUP politicians opted to give 
the contracts to Johnny come 
lately companies of PUP cronies 
that simply could not extend the 
credit to the armed force. Now 
the BDF simply cannot afford 
to properly feed its soldiers and 
the rank and file can take it no 
more. Testament of this was the 
releasing of the video.

Belize Defence Force 
Soldiers Served Slop To Eat

Hard boiled eggs, rice and journey cakes served for breakfast

The United Democratic 
Party held a press conference on 
Tuesday June 14 during which 
a number of important national 
issues were discussed. Among 
those was the recent appointment 
of Collet Montejo to a Re-Division 
Task Force that will oversee the 
changing and possibly expanding 
and adding new constituencies to 
Belize’s electoral divisions.

Speaking on the matter, UDP 
Chairman, Hon. Michael Peyrefitte 
stated that the appointment goes 
squarely against the Constitution. 
He noted that under section 64 no 
Senator can hold such a position 
if they form part of any body that 
can have significant effects on 
any elections. 

He explained that by virtue 
of Montejo’s role at the Elections 
and Boundaries, his work will 
significantly affect the conduct 
of elections. With that, Montejo 
either needs to vacate his position 
as Senator or not take up the 
position.

Based on a press release 
issued by the Elections and 

Boundaries Department stated 
that Montejo had been appointed 
“ as a member of the Re-Division 
Task Force as supervisor of all 
fieldwork for the gathering and 
providing of all information for 
the consideration of the task force 
regarding the transport and other 
facilities of the divisions and as 
to its physical features and the 
distribution of the population 
throughout Belize as per Section 
90 (2) of the Belize Constitution. 
This fieldwork will complement 
the work already being done by 
the technical experts in the areas of 
geographical information systems, 
legal studies, statistical analysis, 
and electoral management.”

The billing is quite a big 
one and is one that has had 
more concerns raised as Montejo 
is openly partisan, being the 
Deputy Secretary General of 
the People’s United Party. In 
effect the PUP will control how 
constituencies will be divided and 
comprised. This can possibly lead 
to Gerrymandering which would 
give unfair advantage of political 
party over another. 

Collet Montejo’s 
Appointment 
to Re-Division 
Task Force Is 

Unconstitutional

Collet Montejo
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that justice is simply not available 
to the ordinary citizen. He went 
on to say that it is sad when 
people who are sworn to uphold 
the constitution are ready to sell 
themselves. “It is horrible for 
our democracy and the justice 
system,” he said.

Elrington then went on to 
catalogue the series of abuses 
against Trapp where she has 
been publicly threatened by 
the Compol. She has also been 
transferred from the community 
policing unit where she was 
posted and is now working a 
relief where she now has to work 
from 12 midnight to 8 in the 
morning. Elrington added that 
the matter is now compounded 
because there are now charges 
being prepared against Trapp. 
The kind of treatment that Trapp 
is receiving, says Elrington, can 
be equated to the behavior in 

Commissioner Of Police Flips On 
Police Woman’s Complainant

dictatorships and authoritarian 
regimes. “All Belizeans should 
shun and reject this,” he said. 

For now, charges have 
not proceeded against Trapp, 
however Elrington says that 
she has options at her disposal 
where several persons have 
committed resources for her 
defense. He added that if the 
criminal complaint is not acted 
upon she can pursue the matter in 
a civil case. She can also sue for 
false imprisonment and malicious 
prosecution as well as breach of 
her constitutional rights. 

The personal back and forth 
in this by the commissioner of 
police continued on Wednesday 
where he wrote Elrington to say 
that Trapp’s constitutional rights  
were not impinged on since she is 
a member of the security services 
and there are exceptions to her 
constitutional rights. 

Continued from Page 2

Prime Minister, Johnny 
Briceno has finally responded 
to queries from UDP Party 
Cha i rman ,  Hon .  Michae l 
Peyrefitte to divulge how much 
money has been paid to the 
lawfirm of Ministers Christopher 
Coye and Eamon Courtenay. In 
a letter dated June 10, Briceno 
states that Courtenay Coye LLP 
has been paid 277,842.50 so far 
in legal fees. These however are 
expected to continue to grow as 
there are ongoing legal matters 
which the law firm has taken 
on. 

In his response he also 
attached exemption letters given 
to the two ministers by the past 
Governor General, Sir Colville 
Young. During a press conference 
held on Tuesday, Hon. Peyrefitte 
noted that with Briceno’s response 
it proves that the two attorneys, 

turned ministers, had anticipated 
that their law firm would be 
engaged in legal work from the 
Government since the permission 
was granted on December 18, 
2020 just a few days past a month 
after the Briceno administration 
took office.

But Briceno’s response 
did not end with the answering 
the questions posed by Hon. 
Peyrefitte. The letter goes to 
great lengths to cast blame on the 
past administration claiming that 
similar arrangements were made 
with other law firms. To this, Hon. 
Peyrefitte stated that Briceno has 
opened himself to lawsuits. He 
said that these lawsuits would 
not matter to Briceno as he would 
not be personally liable to pay 
instead it would be the tax payers 
that would.

Prime Minister Confirms, 
Courtney & Coye Law Firm 

Paid Big Bucks
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A woman police officer is 
at the Hattieville prison after she 
was arrested along with three 
men in possession of prohibited 
firearms. 

On Wednesday, June 15th, 
2022, police constable, 24-year-
old, Stephanie Marie Patten 
Cima, of Orange Walk town 
along with 22-year-old, Alden 
Lara of Belize City; 24-year-
old, Joshua Brandon Hall of 
Corozal Town and 21-year-
old Misael Contreras Varela of 
Quintana Roo, Mexico were all 
charged with Illicit Trafficking 
of firearms, two counts of Kept 
Prohibited Ammunition, two counts of Kept Ammunition without a license, Possession of 

unregistered bulletproof vests 

and Possession of Controlled 
Drugs with intent to supply.

Police report that they made 
the bust on Tuesday June 14 when 
they conducted a search at the 
home of the police officer where 
they found an assortment of 
firearms and other gear. Among 
the guns found was an M-4 
Carbine Assault rifle and two 9 
millimeter pistols with extended 
magazines and upgrades to make 
them fully automatic. Also found 
were bullet proof vests, GSU 
uniforms, and an assortment of 
bullets. 

The group was taken to 
Magistrate’s Court in Belize City 
and were all remanded to the 
Hattieville Prison. 

Policewoman Charged For Prohibited Firearms

Stephanie Marie Patten Cima Joshua Brandon Hall Misael Contreras VarelaAlden Lara

Two 9 Millimeter Pistols were found

Micah Goodin announced 
on Tuesday June 14 that he was 
resigning as the Deputy Mayor 
of Belize City. Goodin had been 
under pressure to do so by the 
public as well as from within 
the council where he was given 
the ultimatum to resign or be 
removed. 

Goodin’s  most  recent 
troubles stem from a shooting 
incident in which a man was shot 
in the early morning hours of 
Saturday, May 14. At around 2:30 
on that morning two groups of 

men got involved in an altercation 
on Newtown Barracks behind 
the Icon building. Among those 
present was Goodin who got 
into his vehicle in the company 
of others and drove off. While 
he was driving away , someone 
from inside the vehicle opened 
fire on the group with whom they 
had the altercation. From within 
that group, 31-year-old Kenyon 
Tillett, responded drawing his 
licensed firearm and shooting 
at the fleeing vehicle. During 
the exchange of gunfire, one of 
Goodin’s passengers, 20-year-old 
Tae Medina suffered injuries.

Exactly one month after the 
incident, Police Commissioner, 
Chester Williams told the media 
that Goodin was written to to 
show cause why he should keep 
his gun license. He along with 
another man involved in the 
incident, Tarique James have 
been served with letters to show 
cause why their gun licenses 
should not be revoked.

Goodin Resigns As 
Deputy Mayor and Can 

Lose Gun License

Micah Goodin
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Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 

ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that erasmus Palacio is applying for the renewal of a Malt and 
Cider Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Mar’s 
Place” located at 2nd Site Dangriga Town, Stann Creek District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Manuel Francisco Sanchez is applying for a new Publican 
Special Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “aventuras 
night Club” located at 51 Amara Avenue, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Md Misbaul hoque Chowdhury is applying for a 
new Shop Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Misba 
Grocery” located at 21 Kraal Road, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that hao Kian Cai is applying for the renewal of a Publican Special 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “hot Summer Game 
Shop” located at #13 Burns Avenue San Ignacio Town, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that daniel Velasquez is applying for the renewal of a Malt & Cider 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Belize Soul 
Project” located at Buena Vista Road San Ignacio Town, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that nandina F. rodriguez is applying for the renewal of a 
restaurant Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Chirp’s 
restaurant” located at #40 West Street San Ignacio Town, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that rubellini Chan is applying for the renewal of a 
restaurant Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Sweet 
and sour restaurant” located in Succotz Village, Cayo District.

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz

Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
So much of what’s happening 

in your current love life storyline may 
be in your mind. It’s not so much 
that you’re imagining it, but rather 
that you are genuinely manifesting it. 
Being the author of your own story is a 
powerful realization -- however, during 
Tuesday’s Full Moon, you might come 
to the realization that it’s time to make 
some edits to the script. Something 
in your love life could no longer be 
aligned with your morals. On the other 
hand, particularly if you’re single, you 
might be caught up in a negative rigid 
mindset about love. Change is needed. 
Don’t wait to get ready!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
You might not be feeling the love 

much this week -- if that’s the case, 
it may be time to treat yourself with 
the radical self-love and kindness you 
would hope to get from another person. 
Caring Venus is still moving through 
your sign, doing her best to support 
your matters of the heart overall. The 
trouble arrives when she squabbles 
with implacable Saturn this Saturday, 
which will block much of her beautiful 
energy. You might feel unappreciated 
by a lover or, if single, feel lonelier or 
more isolated than usual. Faith in your 
inner value is the key to overcoming 
either scenario.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Heightened emotions could rock 

your romantic boat. Although you’ll 
probably feel mentally strong and 
able to make a decision about love, 
that doesn’t mean it’ll be easy to do 
so. Breaking up is possible under 
Tuesday’s potent Full Moon in your 
partnership sector. That said, if this 
happens, it’s likely to be much more 
sensitive for your partner. You can be 
more logical about parting ways, while 
your mate may get caught up in tangled 
feelings. Try to have a clean break. 
If, however, you’re single, you might 
decline a love offer from someone 
who is from a different background 
than yours or has a significant age 
difference. Why? It just doesn’t make 
sense to you, and that’s okay.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
Romantic resentment could be 

needling your heart at this time. If 
you’re in a relationship, then your 
partner might make you feel like your 
obligations to them outweigh your 
social needs or even your personal 
aspirations. When something like that 
happens, it can put a serious wedge 
in your love connection and might 
even stir up some bitterness. You’ll 
need to address this. Alternatively, 
if you’re single, it’s possible that 
one of your friends will break your 
trust in some way. Their actions may 

reinforce the idea that you’ll never 
find love you can count on. Don’t feed 
that wolf! Have the courage to starve 
this mindset -- instead, nourish your 
optimism regarding your future love life.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
This week could mark a turning 

point in your love and social life. 
As clever Mercury enters your 11th 
House of Friendship on Monday, you 
may notice that you can form more 
intellectually gratifying connections 
amongst friends. You should also be 
open to more social experiences and, if 
single, can easily meet someone new. 
Whether coupled or not, Tuesday’s Full 
Moon in your 5th House of Romance 
could bring a change in matters of the 
heart. Single Leos might connect with 
a new lover, while those who are dating 
may either recognize their deep love 
for a formerly casual sweetheart or, on 
the other hand, realize that it’s time to 
part ways. Already committed? You 
could be thinking about expanding 
your family!.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
A change of heart could occur 

this week for you in love -- particularly 
if you are in a relationship. Venus and 
Saturn run into each other on Saturday, 
helping you notice whether or not your 
current love connection is balanced in 
terms of give and take. If you’re doing 
all the work, that may begin to wear on 
you. While it’s likely true that a part of 
your self-worth, Virgo, is derived from 
acts of service, that doesn’t mean you’re 
the one who should carry all the weight! 
If single, you might prefer to focus on 
academic or spiritual pursuits this week 
instead of love. There could be more 
rewards in those areas for you.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Fear may be holding you back 

from successful love connections at 
the moment. If you’re single, your 
emotional walls might be so high that 
no one can even try to tear them down. 
It’s possible that a mental wall you built 
to protect yourself is actually cheating 
you out of what might be a wonderful 
love connection! Yes, you are afraid 
-- and you likely have valid reasons for 
that fear rooted in your past. Remind 
yourself that you are in the present and 
can absolutely overcome those old 
obstacles. As for coupled Libras, you 
might experience a bit of a struggle this 
week revolving around intimacy. Don’t 
hesitate to address any deeper issues 
between you and your mate.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Romance might seem exhausting 

at this time, no matter what your love life 
looks like. It may simply feel like more 
work than you bargained for! Tuesday’s 
Full Moon settles in your hard-working 

2nd house and will harshly square 
nebulous Neptune, currently in your 
romance sector. It’s possible that your 
self-worth has eroded far too much 
because of the concessions you’ve 
been giving a lover. Keeping one’s eyes 
wide shut does have a price! If single, 
ask yourself if there’s anything you’ve 
been avoiding about love and dating? 
Venus trips over Saturn on Saturday, 
potentially making it feel like you don’t 
want to be in the same room with your 
mate. Ouch -- this could be serious!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Communication between you 

and your mate is practically guaranteed 
to be more enriching this week. As 
Mercury leaps into your partnership 
sector on Monday, making important 
decisions together and having any 
possibly uncomfortable conversations 
should both be more manageable. Still, 
the Full Moon in your sign this Tuesday 
will have you feeling all the feels, 
which might add a weightier emotional 
tone to your words. Be aware of your 
reactivity and potential hypersensitive 
nature! Single? You can use this intense 
Full Moon energy to get more in touch 
with your deepest feelings about love 
and romance. Naming your needs will 
help you get one step closer to meeting 
them

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Romance is not easy-breezy this 

week. In fact, if you’re experiencing 
a love connection that is not the 
healthiest, then it might reach its 
breaking point. That said, as long 
as you’re in a generally positive 
connection, you and your sweetheart 
may simply have a test to determine its 
viability. Things are exacerbated when 
Venus picks a fight with solemn Saturn 
on Saturday. Perhaps you’re not feeling 

Your Horoscope appreciated by your partner or, if you’re 
single, this could just be an extra lonely 
week for you. Not so much because 
you don’t have romantic opportunities, 
but more because you aren’t a fan of 
any potential opportunities. You’re 
protecting yourself for now -- you can 
open up again in the future.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
You’ve got no shortage of options when 
it comes to love right now. On Monday, 
Mercury enters your 5th House of 
Romance. If single, you could easily 
find yourself talking to multiple dating 
options. You’ve got the opportunity to 
strike up a conversation with someone 
who is truly captivating -- you may find 
yourself asking endless questions. Just 
remember that this is a date, not a job 
interview! Already in a relationship? 
You and your sweetheart might have 
a serious conversation about children. 
You could discuss having a baby or talk 
about an important decision regarding 
a child you already have. It should be 
a clear, logical conversation.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Things left unsaid could do more 

damage to your love life than what is 
actually communicated. This week, 
you might find yourself in a sticky 
situation as free-loving Venus travels 
through your message sector and, on 
Saturday, hassles authoritative Saturn 
in your hidden 12th house. There may 
be something you really wish you could 
say -- but you find yourself blocked. All 
sorts of fears could be restraining you, 
such as revealing your true feelings to 
a secret crush or talking to your current 
sweetheart about a delicate matter that 
has come up between you. The universe 
is calling you to take a deep breath and 
say what you need to say.
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Galen University held a rare 
public event at the Cayo Welcome 
Center on Saturday. The purpose 
of the event was as a recruitment 
activity and to promote Galen 
University.

We sat down with Dr. 
Sylvia Cattouse, who is in charge 
of the Faculty of Business at 
Galen University. According 
to  Dr.  Ca t touse  some of 
Galen’s newest programs are 
Entrepreneurship, Hospitality 
and Tourism Management. Due 
to the pandemic Galen University 
has had to reduce it’s tuition by 
20%. 

Founded in 2003, Galen 
University GU was established 
as Belize’s first independent 
university offering Bachelor 
degree programs in Accounting, 
A n t h r o p o l o g y,  B u s i n e s s 
Administrat ion,  Computer 

Science, Economics, Environment 
Science, Criminal Justice, Social 
Science and Marketing. Now, 
just more than 19 years later, 
the University has expanded 
its programs and established a 
portfolio with more undergraduate, 
graduate and professional level 
courses. Programs are delivered 
in four formats; traditional or 
virtual online, hybrid online 
blended with on-campus and on-
campus(face-to-face). 

The provost  of  Galen 
University is Dr. Cynthia Eve 
Aird, who earned her Ph.D. in 
Curriculum, Instruction and 
Administration with a minor in 
Higher Education from Boston 
College in 2001 where she was a 
Fulbright Scholar. She first joined 
Galen in 2003 as an Assistant 
Professor and Quality Assurance 
Officer.

Galen University Holds 
Recruitment Exercise

L-R: Dr. Sylvia Cattouse, Dr. Dorian Barrow 
and Sherry Gibbs The Saint Martin’s Credit 

Union formally launched its 
online banking feature on Friday 
at its headquarters in San Ignacio 
Town. In doing so the financial 
institution has undergone a digital 
transformation. Officers from 
Saint Martin’s announced on 
Friday that members will now be 
able to check their balances from 
the comfort of their own homes. 

In rolling out the online 
banking feature, Saint Martin’s 
Credit Union had to ensure that 
it was secure. Existing members 
will now be able to go into the 
office to get their pin number, 
which is an added layer of 
security. Members need to have 
an e-mail, a social security card 
and a smart phone or computer 
to install the One Time Password 
application. Being in possession 
of a passport is also an option 
needed for the login. 

At the 71st Annual General 
Meeting, Doctor John Morris in 
his Board of Directors Report for 
2020 to 2022 had announced the 
soft launch of online banking. 

“With COVID-19 and the 
fact that the global economy is 
going cashless and the internet is 
a phenomenon that governs our 
lives, SMCU had to modernize 
further or be left behind,” he said. 
As signs of things to come, newly 
elected to the Board of Directors 
at the Saint Martin’s Credit Union 
were President Doctor John 
Morris, Vice President Ms. Seidy 
Garcia, Treasurer Mr. Carlton 
McKoy, Secretary Mr. Elmer 
Juarez and Education Director 
Ms. Nelida Sabido. 

The Board of Directors has 
also approved the payment of 
3.5% dividend to all members. 

Withdrawals of said dividend 
payment was available as of June 
1, 2022.

Saint Martin’s Credit Union 
Launches Online Banking

St. Martin’s Credit Union
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 
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