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On Sunday June 5 Police 
Officer, Alicia Trapp was at 
a village council election in 
Teakettle village during which 
she made a Live Facebook post 
claiming that she had been 
verbally assaulted by Julius 
Espat, the PUP Representative 
for Cayo South, the division in 
which the village sits. 

Since her post went viral, 
the upper command of the Police 
Department has sought to take 
punitive measures against officer 
Trapp. Police Commissioner, 
Chester Williams claims that 
with her posting to Facebook, she 
broke police regulations and that 
she would be dealt with by the 
Professional Standards Branch 
within the Police Department. 
What Williams has not yet stated 
was that shortly after the incident 
occurred, Trapp had made a 

formal police report against 
Espat. To this however, there has 
been inaction. 

Seeking to defend herself, 
Trapp has retained the services 
of Attorney, Orson Elrington who 
has written to the Commissioner 
of Police requesting the status 
of a complaint she made against 
Minister of Infrastructure and 
Development, Julius Espat.

Further to this,  she is 
also seeking to protect herself 
from being victimized and her 
attorney has also written the 
Commissioner to state that she 
will be protecting her rights of 
freedom of expression, freedom 
of association and freedom of 
political opinion. The letter states 
that any attempt to punish officer 
Trapp would be a violation of her 
constitutional right and would be 
met with swift legal action.

Police Officer 
Requests 

Court Action 
Against 
Minister

Commuters to the Islands 
of Caye Caulker and San Pedro 
are reeling after the Government 
approved a massive increase 
in the fares that can be charged 
by water tenders to go to those 
islands. With the new increase, 
the price to commute to and from 
the islands has almost doubled. 
That is because on Thursday 
of last week, the Government 
gave the water taxi operators the 
green light to raise the cost of 
the rates. The price had already 
been taken up in April, however 
the Government told operators 
that the increase was illegal and 
the prices had to be taken back 
down.

Now the Government has 

given approval for the prices to go 
up and the operators immediately 
implemented the new rates. A 
round trip to San Pedro went 
from 55 dollars to 79 dollars, 
that’s a whopping 43% increase. 
Back in April the increase varied 
depending on the provider and 
destination where charges were 
anywhere between 5 dollars and 
11 dollars. 

This time around the price 
to go round trip to Caye Caulker 
has gone up as much as 24 dollars 
from $37 to $61.

It’s a massive blow to 
commuters to the islands who 
are left with no other remedy but 
to take this latest blukut issued by 
the PUP administration.

43% Increase In 
Water Taxi Ratess

Water Taxi users
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TENDER 
 

REPAINTING OF FACILITIES AT BEL’s 
CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS COMPOUND  
 

BEL invites tenders for the repainting of all structures 
and fixed items at its Corporate Headquarters 
compound in Belize City.  
 

The bidding documents, which outline all the duties and 
responsibilities of the contract, are available on BEL’s 
website at www.bel.com.bz/Tenders.aspx 
 

Bids must be submitted via email to 
bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz no later than 3:00 p.m. on 
Friday, June 17, 2022. The email should include the bid 
number and details located on the respective bid form. 
 

A mandatory site visit is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, June 9, 2022 at BEL’s Corporate 
Headquarters compound located at 2 ½ Miles Philip 
Goldson, Belize City, Belize. 

 

For more information or queries, send email to 
bidboxrequest@bel.com.bz  

 

Cost incurred for preparation of the tender document is the sole responsibility of the bidder. 
 The lowest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.  
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Hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in carrots are rotting in 
the fields in the village of San 
Carlos which sits smack in the 
middle of the constituency which 

is represented by the Minister 
of Agriculture, Abelardo Mai. 
The entire situation was brought 
to light by the UDP’s Area 
Representative for the Albert 

Division, Hon. Tracy Panton 
through Facebook posts almost 
two week ago. She went further 
to take the matter to the National 
Assembly on Friday June 3. Since 
then, Mai has flatly refuted the 
reality of rotting carrots. He even 
took it a step further to insult 
Hon. Panton in the House. 

But no matter how much 
he has tried to make light of 
the situation and even insulted 
one of very few women in the 
House of Representatives, the 
truth continues to be brought to 
light. The matter is once again 
in the limelight as Leader of the 
UDP Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow 
himself visited the fields in San 
Carlos on Tuesday of this week 
and has reconfirmed what has 
already been said- carrots are 
literally rotting in the fields! Hon. 
Barrow was accompanied by UDP 
Caretaker in the Orange Walk 
South Constituenc, Lupe Magana. 
The two are now continuing to 
champion the cause of the farmers 
to say that hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in investments are 

still on the ground, not being 
harvested because there is a glut 
in the market being primarily 
driven by official sanctioning of 
carrot importation from Mexico. 
The move is done to featherbed 
cronies who are involved in 
the importation from Mexico, 
forsaking local production. 
What’s worse is that under the 
PUP administration, contraband 
of vegetable produce and other 
items like beer and alcohol has 
increased at an exponential rate 
as Ministerial approval is given 
from northern representatives to 
political cronies to bring in illegal 
items. 

More so, the fact that Belize 
can hardly move the product from 
the field to the market belies 
Abelardo Mai’s statements a few 
weeks ago where he stated that 
we can export vegetables into 
Mexico. The question is, why 
is that not being explored at this 
point in time? The truth is that it 
simply is not feasible for this to 
take place and Mai was simply 
blowing hot air.

Carrots Rotting In The Field

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow shown the rotting carrots by Lupe Magana

The Husband of Minister 
Dolores Balderamos Garcia, 
was caught in a traffic accident 
on the Philip Goldson Highway. 
Sometime after 6 on the evening 
of Friday, June3, Garcia was 
attempting to overtake a bus that 
was heading out of the city when 
he rear ended the bus.

The impact did not cause 
any injuries however, Garcia was 

seen coming out of the vehicle 
staggering. He was unable to 
stand and bystanders provided 
him with a chair to sit on while 
police officers responded to the 
accident. Commissioner of Police 
has stated that Garcia had been 
charged and promised to release 
those charges but those are yet to 
be made public

Minister’s 
Husband Rear 

Ends A Bus

Pepe Garcia cant stand on his own and was offered a seat following collissionIn a historic first, the price of 
fuel has now broken the 15 dollar 
mark across the country.

On Friday June 3, residents 
across the country visited gas 
stations only to find out that 
premium fuel had increased 
beyond the 15 dollar mark. In 
Belize City, residents are paying 
$15.78 for a gallon of Premium 

fuel. While regular is at $13.50 
and Diesel is at $13.36.

Meanwhile the situation is 
much worse in other parts like 
Punta Gorda where Premium 
sells for $16.03. Regular sells for 
$13.75 and Diesel is at $13.66. 
These prices are not expected 
to hold much longer and it is 
anticipated that by week’s end, 
the price of Diesel and Regular 
will also spike going closer to the 
price of Premium.

While prices continue to 
skyrocket, the Government of 
Belize is doing absolutely nothing 
to ease the gas pain. They are in 
fact taking more on taxes than 
ever before. These days their take 
on fuel is in the region of 6 dollars 
per gallon. This is unconscionable 
especially given the far reaching 
effects that the price of fuel has 
across the entire economy. 

Fuel breaks $16.00 Mark
- No Relief from GOB

Prices in Belize City
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 VACANCY                     NOTICE  
Security Officer 

 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Security Department. In the Port’s continued 
effort to promote diversity both males/females,able/ differently abled are encouraged to apply for the available post. 
Reports to: Chief Security & Safety Officer 

Summary of Responsibilities: Ensuring the safety and security of designated properties, assets, personnel, and visitors. Responsibilities 
include patrolling the premises, setting up security controls, monitoring property access, investigating suspicious behavior, and 
enforcing company policies. 
 
Primary Responsibilities:  

a. Patrol of Pier, Transit Sheds, Compounds, Office. Low Berth etc. as instructed 
b. Control of Entry and exit points of Facility  
c. Surveillance of cargo from ship to delivery 
d. Deposits to the banks 
e. You are to be verse with the Port of Belize Limited Surveillance System & Security Manual  
f. Any other duties of a related nature assigned from time to time. 

 
18.2 of the ISPS – Code Port facility personnel having specific security duties should have knowledge and receive training in some or 
all of the following, as appropriate: 
 

1. knowledge of current security threats and patterns; 
2. recognition and detection of weapons, dangerous substances and devices; 
3. recognition of characteristics and behavioral patterns of persons who are likely to threaten security; 
4. techniques used to circumvent security measures; 
5. crowd management and control techniques; 
6. security-related communication; 
7. operations of security equipment and systems; 
8. testing, calibration and maintenance of security equipment and systems; 
9. inspection, control, and monitoring techniques, and  
10. methods of physical searches of persons, personal effects, baggage, cargo, and ship’s stores. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

 A High School diploma, with 3 years experience in Security Officer field. 
  Must possess a valid driver’s license. 
 Computer literate. 
 Knowledge of Laws & regulations 
 Working Knowledge of public safety 
 Security operation & procedures 

 
Skills/Competencies: 

 Ability to work independently. 
 Team oriented, ethical, and punctual (On Call) 
 Good communication skills 
 Strong reporting skills  
 

Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 
 
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, valid police 
report, name and phone number of two(2) previous employers. 

Email to: 
jobapplications@portofbelize.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, June 10th, 2022. 
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noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC. LTd.

douglas Matthews of 124 Branton St., 
Brooklyn, NY, 11223, USA, having made 

sworn deposition that Policy no #F01133864 
issued by Sagicor Life Inc on the life of 
Baxter Matthews has been declared lost.

dated June 6th, 2022.

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

derek Courtenay of No. 1 18th Street, 
Kings’s Park, Belize City, Belize,

has made sworn deposition that Policy no 
F00085986 issued by

Sagicor Life Inc has been declared lost.

dated June 2nd, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

UDP Cha i rman ,  Hon . 
Michael Peyrefitte, is not resting 
until he gets an answer on whether 
or not Ministers Chris Coye and 
Eamon Courtenay got special 
permission from the Governor 
General to offer legal services to 
the Government of Belize. 

On Tuesday, June 7, he 
wrote  the Governor General, 
Froyla Tzalam, requesting under 
the Freedom of Information Act, 
to be provided with proof, if any, 
where permission was given to 
the two Ministers for them to be 
able to enter into contracts with 
the Government of Belize.

Based on the letter, Hon. 
Peyrefitte is asking the Governor 
General whether she or her 
predecessor had given permission 
to the Ministers. In his letter, 
Hon. Peyrefitte has stated that 
a similar request was made of 
the Prime Minister on May 30 
but he has not yet answered the 
request.

The matter is a live one since 

the two ministers are partners in 
a law firm, Courtenay and Coye 
which is currently offering legal 
services to the Government. 
They have been doing so since 
February of 2021 when payments 
began to be forwarded to the law 
firm.

It is a matter of concern 
whether the two got permission 
since the Constitution of Belize 
states that a Senator, which both 
Ministers are, need to vacate their 
positions if they are engaged in 
providing contract services to 
the Government without getting 
special permission from the 
Governor General. 

The matter has been one that 
piqued Peyrefitte’s interest since 
the Prime Minister has publicly 
stated that the two Ministers 
had been given the permission 
required. However when the 
request was made for the Prime 
Minister to provide the proof, 
he has shunned away and is still 
unable to do so.

UDP Chairman seeks 
proof Courtenay/Coye got 

permission from 
Governor General

Letter to Governor General

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz

On Friday June 3, the nation 
was treated to one of the most vile 
chauvinistic attacks on a woman 
that we have ever seen. The 
attack came from no other than 
Abelardo Mai, who simply could 
not withstand the pressure being 
placed on him to do his work 
at the Ministry of Agriculture 
that he resorted to insult the 
UDP Area Representative for 
the Albert Division, Hon. Tracy 
Taegar Panton.

Hon. Panton had taken the 
floor to bring up a matter of major 
importance in Mai’s constituency 
where thousands of dollars of 
carrots were being left to rot 
without being harvested. It struck 
Mai to his core since he is the Area 
Representative and is also the 
Minister of Agriculture. Unable 
to present a logical argument as 
to why the residents of San Carlos 
were being allowed to lose so 
much, Mai resorted to a hoglike 

attack. He minced no words to 
tell Hon. Panton that she needed 
to sit on a carrot and take pictures. 
It was such a despicable retort 
that many who listened simply 
could not believe that he actually 
said it.

While Mai’s statement was 
utterly disgusting, what has 
compounded the situation is that 
he was applauded by those within 
the PUP. Even the Speaker of 
the House, a woman herself had 
nothing to say about it. Is this 
really what we have sunk to? 
When a representative cannot 
defend his position he now has 
to resort to vile insults?  

Someone should really 
consider taking soap to wash 
out Mai’s mouth, maybe in that 
way he can begin to actually do 
something to help his constituents 
and stop resorting to name calling 
when his incompetence and 
ineptitude are exposed.

Nasty Mouth 
Mai
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Your determination to not settle 

for anything less than what you know 
you deserve in love is about to pay off. 
It’s possible that you’ll suddenly find 
yourself involved in a conversation with 
someone you’re extremely attracted to 
and whom you see as truly on your 
level. This person might come your 
way through a work-related situation -- 
they also have potential to be extremely 
successful. Your perspective on love 
might change overnight as a result 
of this meeting. If you’re currently 
in a relationship, then you and your 
paramour might have an unexpected 
financial windfall to celebrate. Enjoy 
the sweet side of life!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Almost nothing about your love 

life -- or perhaps even your entire life 
-- may look the same after this week. 
It all starts with Mercury in your sign 
making a gorgeous trine to Pluto on 
Friday. This brings the knowledge that 
you’re walking into a deep turning 
point in your life trajectory. Fortunately, 
it should also be a very positive one. 
Then, Venus and Uranus in Taurus will 
shake hands in an exact conjunction 
on Saturday. Single? You might be in 
for a surprise in love, while those in a 
relationship could also shake things 
up. Either way, you can now show the 
world a sexier, freer, and happier you!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Your faith in love -- or a specific 

lover -- could increase exponentially 
at this time. Any potential trust issues 
you’ve been struggling with might 
seem to instantly melt away this week. 
Of course, if that does happen, it’s not 
because you’ll decide to just erase your 
past hurts. What’s more likely to be the 
case is that you’ve been systematically 
working to transcend them through 
deep shadow work or counseling. 
Whatever self-improvement or healing 
strategies you’ve implemented should 
clearly reveal their reward by this 
weekend, when you may have a sudden 
opportunity in love. Be ready for your 
potential change of heart!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
You’ve got spectacular prospects 

in love and relationship dynamics -- 
and it doesn’t matter if you’re single, 
attached, or just out there ready to 
welcome whatever comes your way! 
Mercury will be at a perfect trine to 
Pluto, currently in your partnership 
sector, this Friday. If you are already in a 
relationship, you and your mate may find 
yourselves talking way into the night 
about something deep, dark, mysterious, 
and profound. It’ll surely bring you 
closer together. If single, prepare for 
excitement! Venus and Uranus meet up 
on Saturday, right in your social 11th 
house. Starting a “friends with benefits” 
arrangement is a definite possibility.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
You might be so hyper-focused on 

your career and professional ambitions 
this week that you don’t even see love 
coming your way. And guess what? That 
is exactly why you, out of every sign, 
are the most likely to be completely 
knocked down by a sudden romantic 
opportunity or moment. You’ve got the 
lovely connection between Venus and 
Uranus on Saturday to thank for this. 
If you’re in a relationship, then your 
partner may surprise you with a gift or 
grand gesture that makes you feel like 
you’re dreaming. Totally single? Love 
may strike at any moment -- particularly 
when you least expect it.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Having faith in love to transform 

and empower your life is extraordinary 
-- especially this week. Mercury and 
Pluto will engage in a beautiful link 
on Friday, reminding you just how 
healing of a force love can be when 
invited into your life and considered 
from a spiritual perspective. The fact 
that love can inspire you to greatness 
but simultaneously bring you to your 
knees will also be a theme as Venus 
and Uranus embrace one another on 
Saturday. This could make for a sudden 
opportunity for healing in matters of 
the heart -- IF you’re willing to take the 
risk. Are you game?

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Safety in love is always a 

paramount concern. If you’re not 
feeling safe with a lover, that will 
make it practically impossible to share 
any part of your true self, body and 
soul, with them. Happily, as Mercury 
and Pluto connect in a perfect trine 
this Friday, you should be able to 
communicate the ways you either do 
or don’t feel completely safe with your 
mate in order to reach a new level of 
intimate connection. Then, on Saturday, 
a sudden erotic encounter is possible 
-- whether you’re single or attached. 
It may feel like a total surprise, but it 
could also excite you. Welcoming it is 
a good idea!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
There’s a revolution happening 

in your love life this week! Although 
it may seem chaotic at times, the 
universe wants this to feel boldly life-
affirming and ultimately, empowering. 
If you’re in a relationship, you and 
your partner know that it’s better to 
bend than break under pressure. Truth 
be told, if this connection is meant 
to survive and thrive, you both need 
to get out of your comfort zones and 
reach for a new growth experience 
together. The good news? You can 
if you want to! Things are busy for 
singles as well. It’s VERY possible that 
you’ll spontaneously meet someone 
and quickly commit to one another.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
There’s no need to fear the 

necessary work that makes a relationship 
thrive. In fact, this week, you might find 
yourself plainly laying out everything 
you have to offer to your partner or a 
potential love interest. The truth is that 
your list will likely be quite impressive. 
Whether or not you’re playing for 
keeps should be very clear. Unless, 
however, you’re already doing all of the 
giving and none of the taking. If that’s 
the case, then a sudden change in the 
division of labor in your connection is 
possible. Don’t let anyone walk all over 
you in love -- if you have to, just walk 
out the door instead.

Your Horoscope Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Cupid’s arrow could hit you right 

when you least expect it! Venus and 
Uranus meet up in your true love sector 
this Saturday, potentially changing 
the game of love for you completely. 
Whatever you’ve been doing in order 
to find or keep love may clearly need 
a make-over. Happily, the universe is 
more than willing to help out -- although 
it might do so in an extreme way. The 
love you’ve always wanted could be 
delivered to you in a way that turns 
you off at first. Give it a chance! On the 
other hand, the love you already have 
may pivot in a totally new direction. Try 
to keep up, either way.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
A sudden turn of events in your domestic 
life might simultaneously affect your 
love life. One example may be you and 
your partner deciding to part ways. If 
you’ve been living together for a long 
time, then one of you could have to 
move -- this might feel both liberating 
and bittersweet. Alternatively, the exact 
opposite scenario could arrive, where 
you’re dating someone and decide to 
move in together. Be careful, because 
getting used to each other’s habits might 
be harder than either of you anticipated. 
Practicing good communication can 
help you avoid any pitfalls. Single? A 
relative’s sudden matchmaking attempt 
could prove to have exciting results.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
An abrupt change of heart could 

impact your love life story very soon. 
While it’s true that love is a feeling, 
there’s also an intellectual component 
-- in many cases, love is a choice! You 
may not choose who you initially fall 
in love with, but you can choose who 
you allow to be a long-term romantic 
contender. Then, you decide whether 
to nurture a connection or to check out 
mentally, eventually eroding the entire 
relationship. A decision like that could 
come upon you this week without 
warning. A friend might be a helpful 
sounding board as you work through 
this new shift in perspective.

For SaLe
2016 Chevy Impala
4 door Silver Car

 

The vehicle may be viewed at Heritage Bank 
Limited #106 Princess Margaret Drive, Belize City, 
Belize and interested parties can contact the Recoveries 

unit at 223-0559/223-6783/223-6784. 

Lost registration
I, Douglas Anthony 

Singh, hereby notify that 
I have lost my registration 

certificate for Motor 
Vessel, with the name Blu 

Zen 1 with registration 
#BZ-2477. 
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Following yesterday’s 
(Sunday June 5) election in 
Teakettle Village, the National 
Organization of  W o m e n 
(UDP NOW), strongly condemns 
the behaviour of Julius Espat 
towards a woman police  
officer, Alicia Trapp.

We live in a democratic 
country where, according to our 
constitution, every individual 
has the freedom of choice and 
every adult has the fundamental 
right to vote. It is unfortunate that 
exercising her democratic right in 
a village council election caused 

Officer Trapp to be victimized with 
offensive, insensitive and abusive 
comments and feel physically 
threatened by the “honourable” 
Area Representative for Cayo 
South, Julius Espat.

Sadly, the catalyst for the 
minister’s unacceptable behaviour 
was simply the colour of Officer 
Trapp’s shirt and a brief stop near 
the UDP tent. Officer Trapp came 
out to vote in a plain red polo shirt. 
Because of this, Espat apparently 
assumed that she was going to 
vote against his candidate and 
reacted with a bullish manner. 

We remind our citizens that you 
have freedom of association and 
no person should be victimized 
for their political choice.

We, the members of UDP 
NOW, see the actions and words 
of Julius Espat as disrespectful and 
chauvinistic and an intentional 
act of violence against a woman 
police officer. We therefore 
demand a public apology to 
Officer Trapp and we demand 
that the government holds Julius 
Espat accountable for his action. 
We also take the opportunity 
to remind our citizens that 

every adult, under the Belizean 
Constitution has the fundamental 
right to vote. You should not shy 
away from participating in the 
democratic process out of fear 
of victimization. We call on the 
Government of Belize to respect 
the principles of a democratic 
country and end the victimization 
of public officers.

The United Democratic 
Party also strongly condemns 
any attempt by Espat and the 
Commissioner of Police, Clyde 
Williams, to target Officer Trapp 
as punishment for publicizing 
the attack.

UDP NOW Condemns Victimization Of 
Woman Police Officer By Julius Espat 



The GuardIanPage 9 Sunday, June 12, 2022

See News 
in the 

Making?
Call the Guardian 

Guardian
Newspaper 

207-5346

noTICe oF CoMMenCed 
dISSoLuTIon

Cnr SYSTeM LIMITed
(“The CoMPanY”)

Notice is hereby given that CNR 
SYSTEM LIMITED.

- is in dissolution;
- commenced dissolution on the 1st day of   

 June 2022; and
- Ruth Neidhart, whose address is 9    

  Valtetsiou Street, Nicosia, CY-1101,
Cyprus, is the Liquidator of the Company.

Berkeley Corporate Services Limited
Registered Agent
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noTICe

JaSPer LIMITed
(“the Company”)

notice is hereby given that the Company 
has been dissolved and struck off the Belize 
International Corporate Affairs Registry with 

effect from May 25th, 2022.

 orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.
registered agent

The National Emergency 
Management Organizat ion 
(NEMO) has been activating its 
plans for this year’s hurricane 
season. The organization met 
with the media last week to detail 
some of those plans. 

Nat ional  Coordinator, 
Retired Lieutenant Colonel 
Shelton Defour says NEMO is 
in the process of looking at the 
needs of the public in terms of 
restocking warehouses with 
emergency supplies. NEMO is 
ensuring that assistance in the 
form of food, water, mattresses, 
hygiene kits and the likes are in 
place.

“We have those basic 
frontline stocks available to 
provide support to the people 
who are affected by disasters,” 
he said.

NEMO held meetings with 
the representative from Belize 
City Emergency Committee 
CEMO last week. 

Defour continued, “We 
had a very interactive session 
pertaining to actions to be carried 
out in the event Belize is affected 
by a Category 5 hurricane where 
all the NEMO staff from around 
the country were present.”

These meetings have been 
dubbed ‘Everybody Must Be On 
The Same Page,’ meaning that if 
NEMO declares Phase 1, every 
district coordinator from north, 
south, east and west including 
CEMO, understands what actions 
should be taken and what those 
requirements are. NEMO is now 
better synchronized on what 
needs to be done for Belize in 
terms of dealing with the response 
to a major hurricane. 

In the actual event of a 
hurricane various steps will be 
taken to ensure the safety of 
everyone. Persons arriving at 
the shelter will be screened to 
determine their status as regards 
to vaccination. If persons are not 
vaccinated the classroom which 
normally holds 30 will only be 
able to house ten. For persons 
who have COVID-19 or show 
signs of it, the Ministry of Health 
will then screen and quarantine 
them in a particular section of 
the shelter. 

The 1st of June marks 
the official start of the 2022 
hurricane season for the Atlantic 
Basin (North Atlantic, Caribbean 
Sea and the Gulf of Mexico). 
The season runs from 1st June 

to 30th November each year. 
However, there are occasions 
when a tropical cyclone may 
form outside of this period. 

The  2022  fo recas t  i s 
suggesting that tropical cyclone 
activity will be above normal in 
the Atlantic Basin. The prediction 
is for there to be fourteen to 
twenty-one named storms. Of 
those, six to ten are expected 
to become hurricanes and three 
to six are expected to become 
major hurricanes (Category 3 
or stronger). An average season 
in the Atlantic Basin consists of 
fourteen named storms, seven 
hurricanes and three major 
hurricanes.

The team of experts at the 
National Meteorological Service 
(NMS) of Belize in the Ministry 
of Sustainable Development, 
Climate Change and Disaster 
Risk Management, will use all 
assets at its disposal to monitor 
and track developing systems 
and alert NEMO and the general 
public in a timely manner should 
any system pose a threat to 
Belize.

The NMS and NEMO advise 
members of the general public to 
review their family emergency 
plans and to be prepared for 
any eventuality during the 2022 
Hurricane Season.

The relationship between 
ocean temperatures and hurricanes 
are being better understood. 
As global temperatures rise, 
the ocean’s temperature  is 

increasing. Much of the heat 
trapped by greenhouse gases that 
are released by human activities 
is stored in the oceans, where it 
can provide additional fuel for 
hurricanes.

Warm ocean water doesn’t 
necessarily mean more tropical 
storms. But once tropical storms 
reach waters that are around 78 
F (26 C) or warmer, they can 
strengthen into hurricanes.

Hurricanes draw most of 
their strength from the top 100 
feet (30 meters) of the ocean. 
Normally, these upper ocean 
waters mix, allowing warm spots 
to cool quickly.

In mid-May 2022, satellite 
data showed the Loop Current 
had water temperatures 78 F or 
warmer down to about 330 feet 
(100 meters). By summer, that 
heat could extend down to around 
500 feet (about 150 meters).

Within a storm, warm 
ocean water can create towering 
plumes of rising warm, moist air, 
providing high-octane fuel for 
hurricanes. As more moisture and 
heat rise within a hurricane, the 
pressure drops. The horizontal 
pressure difference from the 
center of the storm to its periphery 
subsequently causes the wind to 
speed up and the hurricane to 
become increasingly dangerous.

NEMO’s current preparations 
for hurricanes are well advised. 
Their outreach to the public and 
sensitization efforts comes at an 
ideal time.

The 2022 Hurricane Season Is Here

The Guardian Newspaper 
has  rece ived  a  Whatsapp 
message from a councilwoman 
in Belize City in which she is 
alleging inappropriate sexual 
conduct against her by a fellow 
councilor. 

In a text message she shared 
with a group at the Belize City 
Council, she explained that while 
on a trip with two councilors one 
of them made sexual advances 
towards her. She says she has 
not come out publicly but the 
incident has taken a major toll 
on her.

In the message the councilor 
said that she stayed at the home 
where two other male councilors 
were staying. She said that one a 
particular night she was to have 
gone out but her ride left her. It 
was during her stay at the house 

where the two other councilors 
were staying that one of them 
told her, “Come in the bed with 
me ¬¬¬¬¬¬____ and come 
hug me up.” She continues to 
relate that, “from then I have felt 
uncomfortable in a sense around 
him, but I kept it professionally 
for the council’s and party’s 
sake… Serving with these type 
of characters has drained me 
mentally.”

It is a disturbing case and 
the hierarchy within the People’s 
United Party is fully aware about 
the situation and have chosen to 
do nothing with the hope that 
this one will be forgotten with 
time. For the councilor who was 
assaulted however, she claims 
that she is going through some 
major emotional turmoil that 
is threatening her mental well 
being. 

Council Woman Alleges 
Sexual Assault Against 

Councilor



The GuardIanPage 11 Sunday, June 12, 2022

Preventing Motor Cycle 
Thefts In The Twin Towns

The San Ignacio and Santa 
Elena Town Council has issued 
an alert that motorcycle theft 
has become rampant in the 
municipality and Belize as a 
whole. To avoid theft of this 
means of transport, the Town 
Council has recommended taking 
various precautions. 

The Council for the Twin 
Towns suggest that you lock 

your ignition and if travelling 
with others to lock motorcycles 
together. If riding alone, lock 
your motorcycle to a secure 
object such as a pole. It is also 
advisable to add an audible alarm 
to the bike. Also, do not park 
your motorcycle in dark areas 
and leave it unattended on the 
roadside. 

Motor Cycle thefts are on the rise

Wife of Prime Minister, 
Johnny Briceno,  Rosanna 
Briceno, is the Special Envoy 
for Women and Children and 
is always vocal when there are 
matters relating to gender based 
violence especially when it has to 
do with members of the UDP. It 
is strange however that over the 
past few days there have been 
at least three instances when 
the Belizean people have been 
expecting to hear from her but 
she is unusually silent.

In the first instance, there are 
accusations against a councilor 

at the Belize City Council for 
behaving sexually inappropriately 
against another female councilor. 
She has said nothing. Then there 
were the rude comments made 
against Hon. Tracy Taegar Panton 
in the National Assembly by 
Abelardo Mai and she has said 
nothing. The most recent incident 
of gender based violence is 
where a woman police officer 
is alleging that Minister Julius 
Espat had verbally and physically 
assaulted her during a village 
council election held in Teakettle 
on Sunday June 5. To this she has 
also said nothing. 

It seems that the Special 
Envoy for Women and Children 
has specific criteria to become 
vocal on matters of Gender 
Based Violence. One of the 
predominant ones is that the 
perpetrators cannot be members 
of her political party. 

Silence From Special Envoy 
for Women and Children

Rosanna Briceno
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