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A year after a complaint 
of sexual assault was made 
against PUP operative, Javier 
Gutierrez, the police department 
issued a warrant for his arrest. A 
woman working at the Border 
Management Agency at the 
Western Border told police that 
on June 20th, 2021, Gutierrez, 
who was at the time in charge at 
that location, put his hands inside 
the woman’s shirt and touched her 
left breast in a sexual manner.

It took police just a few 
days shy of a year before charges 

were brought but have done so 
and Gutierrez was charged on 
Wednesday June 1. 

It is notable that at the time 
of the incident Gutierrez was in 
charge of the Border Management 
at the Benque border. Since the 
incident, Gutierrez was moved 
from that location and was put in 
charge of the San Pedro Border 
Management. Gutierrez is a 
fanatic supporter of the People’s 
United Party and was rewarded 
with the position at Border 
Management for his rabid support 
of the PUP.  

PUP Operative 
Charged For Sexual 

Assault

A Warrant was issued for the arrest of Javier Gutierrez

The United Democratic 
Party is quickly regaining grounds 
following a year and a half of 
despotic rule by the People’s 
United Party. The grounds are 
being won with every passing 
week as village councils are 
being held and gained across 
the country. Over the weekend, 
on Sunday May 29, there was 
sufficient proof of this as the 
UDP performed very well in the 
elections. 

The best performance yet 
came in the northern districts 
of Corozal and Orange Walk 
where UDP secured victories in 
San Victor, Yo Chen, Patchakan, 
Xaibe, San Luis, Douglas and 
San Jose.

As reported by Party Leader, 
Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow in a 

Facebook post where he noted 
that, “We held firm yesterday 
desp i t e  the  ons laugh t  o f 
inducement and intimidation by 
the pup. They used everything 
to defeat our Deputy Leader in 
Patchakan & Xaibe. Canceling 
land our Deputy distributed to 
give to others as inducement, 
pantry and tremendous cash for 
vote. Despite the onslaught our 
Deputy held on to Patchakan, 
Xaibe and Yo Chen!

In San Victor a young 
leader, Martin, faced with similar 
intimidation and inducements 
gave all he had and kept San 
Victor Red!

UDP Regains Grounds 
In Village Councils

Traditionally PUP villages are voting for the UDP

(Continued on Page 4)
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A 2 year old toddler is 
currently at the Karl Heusner 
Memorial Hospital receiving 
medical treatment after she 
ingested one of the deadliest 
poisons available. The child, 
Melanie Santos, was admitted to 
the Northern Regional Hospital 
(NRH) on Tuesday, May 31st, 
after she was rushed there by her 
parents. 

Her mother, Noemi Santos, a 
33-year-old of San Felipe Village 
in the Orange Walk District, 
reported that at about 7:00p.m. 
on Tuesday, her husband, 42-
year-old  Orlando Santos, placed 
pieces of bread that were laced 
with Lanate poison on top of 
a bed head for rats. Moments 
later, the child was seen eating 
the poisoned bread. As a result 
baby Santos was transported to 
NRH for medical treatment, and 
thereafter to the Karl Heusner 
Memorial Hospital. Santos is 
being treated for poisoning and 
is in stable condition. 

Authorities have expressed 
concern over the incident as 
Lanate is one of the deadliest 
poisons available and warn that 
it should never be used inside 
the home. They add that extreme 
caution should be used when 
applying this poison.

Child 
Ingests 
Poison



The GuardIanPage 4 Sunday, June 5, 2022

Last week, Prime Minister, 
Johnny Briceno, told the nation 
that two sitting ministers of 
Government, namely Minister 

of Immigration and Foreign 
Affairs, Eamon Courtenay  and 
Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Finance, Christopher Coye 

UDP Chairman Asks to See Courtenay and Coye’s 
Permission To Do Business With Government

had received special dispensation 
from the Governor General for 
them to be able to do business 
with the Government of Belize.

The two are partners in 
the law firm Courtenay and 
Coye which has been engaged 
in providing legal advice to 
the Government of Belize on a 
number of matters. According to 
UDP Chairman, Hon. Michael 
Peyrefitte, the two who are 
Ministers by virtue of them 
being Senators need to prove 
that they have been given special 
permission to do business with 
the Government. 

Under the Constitution of 
Belize at Section 64 (2) a senator 
needs to vacate his/her seat if he is 
a partner or director of a company 
that engages in contract services 
with the Government of Belize. 
Still, there is a provision that if 
the Senator wishes to engage in 
these contracts they need to get 
permission from the Governor 
General before the services begin 

to be offered. 
Based on documentation 

which the Guardian has in its 
possession, the law firm has 
been providing legal services to 
the Government of Belize from 
February of 2021. Since this is 
the case, Hon. Peyrefitte is asking 
that the Prime Minister provide 
with a copy of the permission that 
has been granted to Courtenay 
and Coye for them to be able to 
do business with the Government. 
He is further asking that the 
date on which this supposed 
permission was granted to the 
ministers also be provided.  

While for the time being the 
focus is on Courtenay and Coye, 
in his letter dated Monday, May 
30, Hon. Peyrefitte is also asking 
that if there is any other such 
permission given to any other 
Minister of Government that he 
be provided with it under the 
Freedom of Information Act.

Since the request was made, 
there has been no answer from the 
Prime Minister.

Letter written to Prime Minister Johnny Briceno

In Orange Walk North 
brother Carlos fought against 
the pup to keep Douglas and San 
Luis Red and turn San Jose into 
Red!

For the second week in a 
row brother Carlos has turned 
a pup Village Red! Against all 
odds, well done Carlos!

It is extremely difficult to 
hold on to our red Villages much 
more turn Villages Red!

There were other victories 
recorded in Corazon Creek and 
Punta Negra. In Crooked Tree and 
Biscayne the PUP could not win 
those villages and voters opted to 
elect independent slates.

With the victories it is a 

(Continued from Page 2) clear indication that despite large 
amounts of money being spent by 
the PUP, the people are simply 
protesting the oppressive, tax 
driven PUP administration.

Much thanks is to be given to 
the Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow who 
with interminable energy has been 
traversing the country visiting 
every single village. Under his 
leadership the UDP will rise once 
again. As he noted, “I call again 
for all hands to be on deck to 
support the remaining elections, 
especially my colleagues who 
don’t have Villages, please come 
out and support!

Village by Village, Town by 
Town, City by City, Constituency 
by Constituency

UDP Regains Grounds 
In Village Councils

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow has been visiting villages across the country

There are disturbing reports 
coming out of the Corozal 
District where residents of one 
constituency tell the Guardian 
Newspaper that a PUP area 
representative has opted to tie a 
bull at the entrance of his home in 
order to dissuade his constituents 
from calling on him. 

Reports are that the area rep 
has had his constituency office 
closed ever since the elections in 
November of 2020. Residents of 
the area tell us that the office is 
being used as a motel more than 
it is to serve the people. Since 
residents are unable to find the 
Representative at the office, they 
have resorted to visit him at his 
home. In the early part of the 
PUP’s term he was telling his 
constituents that he was unable to 
help them as all he had to eat was 

Chaya (a leaf). Seeing that his 
house simply keeps expanding, 
residents kept visiting him to 
which the Area Rep resorted to 
tying a wild bull in front of his 
home which often attacked those 
who called on him. 

Meanwhile he has been 
ordering numerous pieces of 
heavy equipment for private road 
works which he has been doing in 
the northern districts. If he is not 
busy looting the public purse, he 
is seen frequenting the Corozal 
Free Zone from where he takes 
out all manner of contraband 
items like beers, alcohol and 
cigarettes. The people of Corozal 
are now left with the bitter taste 
of the slogan ‘Todos Ganamos’ 
and have come to realize that only 
select few are actually winning.

Area Rep Ties Bull 
At His Home To 

Chase Constituents

A bull
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 VACANCY                     NOTICE  
Security Officer 

 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Security Department. In the Port’s continued 
effort to promote diversity both males/females,able/ differently abled are encouraged to apply for the available post. 
Reports to: Chief Security & Safety Officer 

Summary of Responsibilities: Ensuring the safety and security of designated properties, assets, personnel, and visitors. Responsibilities 
include patrolling the premises, setting up security controls, monitoring property access, investigating suspicious behavior, and 
enforcing company policies. 
 
Primary Responsibilities:  

a. Patrol of Pier, Transit Sheds, Compounds, Office. Low Berth etc. as instructed 
b. Control of Entry and exit points of Facility  
c. Surveillance of cargo from ship to delivery 
d. Deposits to the banks 
e. You are to be verse with the Port of Belize Limited Surveillance System & Security Manual  
f. Any other duties of a related nature assigned from time to time. 

 
18.2 of the ISPS – Code Port facility personnel having specific security duties should have knowledge and receive training in some or 
all of the following, as appropriate: 
 

1. knowledge of current security threats and patterns; 
2. recognition and detection of weapons, dangerous substances and devices; 
3. recognition of characteristics and behavioral patterns of persons who are likely to threaten security; 
4. techniques used to circumvent security measures; 
5. crowd management and control techniques; 
6. security-related communication; 
7. operations of security equipment and systems; 
8. testing, calibration and maintenance of security equipment and systems; 
9. inspection, control, and monitoring techniques, and  
10. methods of physical searches of persons, personal effects, baggage, cargo, and ship’s stores. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

 A High School diploma, with 3 years experience in Security Officer field. 
  Must possess a valid driver’s license. 
 Computer literate. 
 Knowledge of Laws & regulations 
 Working Knowledge of public safety 
 Security operation & procedures 

 
Skills/Competencies: 

 Ability to work independently. 
 Team oriented, ethical, and punctual (On Call) 
 Good communication skills 
 Strong reporting skills  
 

Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 
 
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, valid police 
report, name and phone number of two(2) previous employers. 

Email to: 
jobapplications@portofbelize.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Friday, June 10th, 2022. 
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
On Tuesday,May 31st,2022, based 

on information received police visited, 
the Northern Regional Hospital. Upon 
arrival, they observed a female child 
who was identified as Melanie Santos,2-
years-old being attended to by Doctors. 
Noemi Santos, 33-year-old, Belizean 
of San Felipe reported that on 
Tuesday,May 31st,2022, at about 7:00 
p.m., her husband Orlando Santos,42-
year-old, self employed of same 
address placed pieces of bread laced 
with Lanate poison on top of a bed head 
for rats. Moments later, the child was 
seen eating the laced bread. As a result 
baby Santos was transported to NRH 
for medical treatment, and thereafter to, 
the Karl Heusner Memorial Hospital. 
Santos is listed, as critical but stable. 
Police are investigating.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
You might have started to feel 

as if you’ve officially lost your mind. 
Don’t despair -- it’s all about to be 
rectified. Mercury turns direct in 
your sign on Friday, allowing you to 
regain mental equilibrium as well as 
communicate effectively. Especially if 
you’ve been accused by your partner of 
not making any sense or of not being 
decisive enough about a situation, you 
finally can state your case and defend 
it without feeling misunderstood. If 
you’re single and have been sending 
or receiving mixed signals in love, then 
you don’t need to waste energy on that 
anymore. You will only communicate 
with someone you know has real 
potential.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You can make magnificent 

personal changes this week that are sure 
to have positive ramifications in your 
love life. It all starts with a glorious 
New Moon in Gemini that takes 
place on Monday. Your personality 
will come across to others in a more 
effervescent and intriguing way, which 
can absolutely help you attract new 
love or deepen a stimulating connection 
with an existing partner. Mercury, your 
ruler, turns direct on Friday and adds 
to your ability to come across in a 
dynamic, highly attractive way. You’re 
having a powerful effect on someone 
-- and it’s not all in your mind.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
The most tangled romantic threads 

of your life can be woven together 
neatly this week. If you’ve been feeling 
a great deal of confusion about whether 
or not to take a friendship to a romantic 
level, you’re about to figure it all 
out. Mercury will turn direct in your 
friendship sector on Friday, helping 
you see past any indecision or mixed 
signals. Soon, you’ll know which path 
to take. That said, Saturn, the ruler 
of your partnership sector, does spin 
retrograde this Saturday. You might 
not be as focused on the responsibilities 
you have to a current or budding 
relationship. You also may worry that 
your partner is mentally checking out 
and not honoring their commitments 
to you. Be careful and patient.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
When your social environment 

opens up, so does your love life. A 
New Moon in your friendly 11th house 
on Monday offers you the chance to 
meet new people and make new social 
connections -- and, if you’re single, 
this will certainly open up a pathway 
to stimulating romantic connections. 
In fact, since this lunar event occurs in 
gregarious Gemini, don’t be surprised 
if you suddenly find yourself with more 
than one intriguing option to explore! 
Already coupled with your loved one? 
You two might spend time together in 
social gatherings that entice both of you 
and bring some welcome variety into 
your life together.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Romantic confusion could have 

you feeling like you’re trapped in a 
maze of mirrors. When Mercury, your 
ruler, is retrograde, every area of your 
life might seem confusing. Fortunately, 
Mercury will finally sort things out 
and turn direct on Friday in your 9th 
House of Beliefs and Expansion. Any 
muddled emotions around whether a 
current partnership is helping you grow 
or keeping you stagnant will start to 
become crystal clear. If you’re single, 
there might be someone in your orbit 
who wants to get to know you, while 
you’ve been uncertain about them. 
Any differences have possibly thrown 
you off. Now, you might experience a 

change of perspective.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Karmic lessons regarding 

potential blockages in your heart 
space may have been weighing on 
you for some time. This is due to 
Saturn, the planet of restriction and 
limitation, marching through your 
romance sector. You might have also 
felt lonelier than usual -- no matter 
what your relationship status is. In 
particular, a current romance could 
feel like it has lost its spark and is no 
longer fun because you have so many 
responsibilities. If single, you might 
have closed off your heart due to pain 
or concerns that you’ll never find 
“the one.” Fortunately, Saturn turns 
retrograde on Saturday, giving you a 
break from the harsh lessons. Let it 
give you hope!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Any misunderstanding between 

you and your partner should soon 
begin to melt away. Mental Mercury 
turns direct in your relationship sector 
this Friday, allowing the lines of 
communication between you and 
your mate to start connecting again. 
If you’ve recently had an argument 
or are finding it difficult to make an 
important decision together, you’ll 
be glad to know that cooperation 
and mutual understanding are about 
to resume. Currently single? You 
can finally stop thinking so much 
about any exes or the disappointment 
relating to past love connections. 
Those specters are just blocking your 
future potential, and you know it!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Chaos could have reigned in 

your life lately, leaving you wondering 
how you’ll ever fit romance into your 
life again. Your schedule could have 
been packed with things that kept your 
mental focus on work assignments and 
any possible revisions you’ve had to 
address on at least one major project. 
Happily, after Mercury turns direct 
on Friday, you should be able to find 
balance again in your routine. It’s time 
to make room for your personal life! 
Also, a gorgeous New Moon falls in 
your partnership sector this Monday. 
New love is possible -- and existing 
love connections get a boost. Variety is 
the spice of life, and you’re both ready 

Your Horoscope to try something new together.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
You might have been feeling 

extremely conflicted about an option in 
your love life that seems to have come 
out of nowhere. Whether you’re single 
or in a relationship, it’s possible that 
an ex came back into the picture. This 
past partner may have even suggested 
that the two of you give it another go. 
If you aren’t careful, nostalgia might 
lead to you remembering things with 
rose-colored glasses and forgetting why 
you broke up in the first place. When 
Mercury turns direct in your romance 
sector on Friday, don’t be surprised if 
you suddenly remember that your ex is 
your ex for a reason!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Tons of possibilities could impact your 
love life story this week. You’ve got 
options, that’s for sure! Monday’s New 
Moon lands in your romance sector and 
the dual-oriented sign of Gemini. This 
will likely bring at least two choices 
your way if you’re single and on the 
dating scene. If you’re in a relationship, 
then you will gain the freedom to stop 
being so hard on yourself and your 
partnership. Responsible Saturn shifts 
retrograde in your sign on Saturday. 
Any and all of the adulting you’ve been 
doing lately might have taken a toll on 
the fun in your connection. Now, you 
can relax a little. Bending some rules 
won’t hurt!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
The intersection of romantic and 

domestic matters is highlighted this 
week. If you’ve been casually dating 
someone for a while, it’s possible that 
the two of you will decide it’s time to 
move in together. It’s equally possible 
that you’ll introduce one another to 
members of your respective families. 
Monday’s New Moon lands in your 
family sector, reminding you of any 
current activities happening in your 
home -- positive or negative. If you’re in 
a long-term relationship, you and your 
partner might be spending more time 
with relatives or be busy with projects 
around the house. Mercury helps out 
by finally turning direct this week as 
well. Any confusion around romantic 
decisions or misunderstandings should 
begin to clear up.

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 

ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that Julissa Brakeman is applying for the renewal of a Malt 
and Cider Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “d & 
Jay’s Cool Spot” located at La Democracia Village, Belize District.

For SaLe
2016 Chevy Impala
4 door Silver Car

 

The vehicle may be viewed at Heritage Bank 
Limited #106 Princess Margaret Drive, Belize City, 
Belize and interested parties can contact the Recoveries 

unit at 223-0559/223-6783/223-6784. 

noTICe

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
COMPANIES ACT (Chapter 270)

TaKe noTICe: deLorean InC. has
been dissolved and struck off the Register.

Dated 5th May, 2022

Simon Gabriel Gomez Yaque, 
Liquidator
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The United Democratic 
Party insists that the Briceno 
government kill the entire Trade 
License Reform Bill as the 
decision to “defer fee for local 
entertainers” only addresses one 
small affliction from this killer 
tax. Entertainers make up just a 
fraction of the thousands of small 
business owners threatened with 
a sentence of death by taxes from 

this overreaching bill.
It is clear that government 

is more concerned about saving 
face than they are about the 
preservation of an entrepreneurial 
culture that have saved Belize 
from a Covid-19 economic 
collapse. When the formal sectors 
buckled during the pandemic shut 
down it was small businesses like 
food stalls, fruit peddlers, online 

shopping, run man services 
and other low profit operations 
that kept food on the table for 
many Belizeans. The seemingly 
inexorable rise in inflation has 
already wiped out the little profit 
these small businesses once relied 
on. Inflation combined with new 
taxes spell financial ruin for these 
struggling entrepreneurs who 
have all their savings invested.

The  v i l l age  roads ide 
peddlers, food vendors, online 
sellers, landscapers, couriers, 
seamstresses, fruit stall owners 
do not have the organization to 
unify and make presentations in 
the formal legislative process. 
However, their survival is no 
less important. They do not 
have the platform, microphone 
and amplifiers of those in the 

entertainment industry; however, 
their concerns are being registered 
loud and clear in the streets, 
at the markets in transit, at 
church, in the barbershops and 
every place conducive to social 
conversation.

The position of the UDP 
remains. No bill that seeks to 
punish the entrepreneurial spirit 
of the least fortunate among us 
should be entertained by those 
seeking to improve lives. Only 
a government that is bankrupt of 
ideas and reaching for low lying 
fruits would even contemplate 
pushing this hustle killer.

The Trade License Reform 
Bill must be completely shelved. 
We call on Briceno and this 
heartless administration to Kill 
The Bill!

UDP DEMANDS GOVERNMENT KILL 
ENTIRE TRADE LICENSE BILL

Small business owners have made no presentations on the bill

The newly elected UDP 
Santa Clara Village council has 
literally stepped into a massive 
vacuum that has been left in 
the absence of the PUP Area 
Representative in the Corozal 
South  Eas t  Cons t i tuency. 
Immediately after being elected, 
the council, led by Mrs. Edita 
Cano has been hard at work 
clearing drains in the village. 

F o l l o w i n g  m a s s i v e 
downpours, the council has 
been activated and have been 
working throughout the village 

to alleviate flooding conditions 
that have been caused by clogged 
drains. The council has had to do 
this since the PUP Area Rep is 
nowhere to be found. There are 
just rumors floating around that 
he makes regular visits in an out 
of the Corozal Free Zone. As for 
representation to the people, that 
has been non-existent despite 
massive support of 20 thousand 
dollars which is made available 
monthly to Area Representatives 
for assistance to constituents.

Santa Clara Village Council 
Begins The Work

Edita Cano leads the work in Santa Clara
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On Saturday May, 28, 
Belize’s largest and oldest Credit 
Union, the Holy Redeemer Credit 
Union, held its 78th Annual 
General Meeting at the Belize 
Civic Center in Belize City. 
Boasting a membership of 61,194 
persons, the credit union once 
again announced handsome 

already boasts one of the largest 
memberships, at Saturday’s 
AGM it was announced that 
Holy Redeemer will take over 
Evangel Credit Union which has 
800 members. 

Dividends and rebates will 
be paid out by HRCU within the 
next few days. 

Holy Redeemer Holds 78th AGM

returns to member owners. 
President of the institution, Oscar 
Riverol, explained that dividends 
at a rate of 4% would be paid 
to the owners. Additionally, 
those who have qualifying loans 
received a 10% rebate. 

The institution’s success 
is bolstered by 14,822 loans 

which amounted to 85.5 million 
dollars in the previous financial 
year. This has led to 39.6 million 
dollars in gross profits and a net 
profit of 26.1 million dollars. 
Currently the institution’s total 
assets soar at an impressive 684 
million dollars.

While the organization 

Board of Directors presented the Credit Union’s Annual Report

noTICe

In The Matter of
Bogdan navigation Ltd.

in voluntary
liquidation, members’ winding up and 

dissolution.
TaKe noTICe that

Bogdan navigation Ltd.
is in dissolution.

The date of commencement of the 
dissolution is

the 20th day of May 2022. The 
liquidator is

 International Corporate Services 
Limited

See News 
in the 

Making?
Call the Guardian 

Guardian
Newspaper 

207-5346
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IMPORTANT CLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 

Dear Users of the Port of Belize Ltd.  
  
The port needs to conduct essential maintenance on the trestle 
which links the pierhead to the land. This is required to preserve 
port operations for the next few years ahead. The repairs 
involve replacing three trestle girders, each one expected to 
take 8, 8 and 10 days to complete. During the period of the 
repairs, there will be no access to the pierhead and therefore 
vessel operations (discharge or load) cannot be conducted.  
  
In our attempt to provide the earliest notice of the pierhead 
operation closures, we can advise that the following periods are 
presently the targeted dates for the repair works: 
 

July 28th to August 05th, 2022 
September 01st to 09th, 2022 

October 06th to 16th, 2022 
 

We very much regret and apologize for the potential 
supply chain disruption and inconvenience that these 

closures might cause you. 
  
The Container Yard and Warehouse will remain open 
during these periods.  

   
Thanks 

 
Andy Lane 

Chief Executive Officer 
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The Saint Martin’s Credit 
Union SMCU held its 71st annual 
general meeting on Saturday at 
the Sacred Heart College in San 
Ignacio. Despite COVID-19, the 
credit union is on its way to a full 
recovery. 

“Your Credit Union is not 
going to breakdown, we have 
saved…”, stated Dr. John Morris 
in his Director’s Report for 2020 
to 2022. “We are rebounding,” 
he said. 

At the AGM, Dr. Morris was 
re-elected as member of the Board 
of Directors at the credit union. 
Mrs. Irma Sanchez and Laura 
Sierra remains in the Supervisory 
Committee. Santos Tesecum also 

remains in the Credit Committee. 
Other positions within the Board 
of Directors will be finalized at a 
later date. 

In 2020, the SMCU’s growth 
in net income was a minus 10% 
and in 2021 a minus 38% with 
the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Despite all this, in 
2022 the SMCU grew by 11%. 

Membership shares are at 
$24,061,918, compared to 2021 
where it was at $23,855,319. 
Also, currently SMCU assets 
stand at over $35,346,378 dollars, 
an increase of a million dollars 
from last year’s figure. 

Morris announced that the 
SMCU is now going to on-line 

banking as Belize moves to a 
cashless society. As members 
were attending the AGM they 
were being signed for online 
banking.

Dr. Morris also announced 
another exciting project that 
is coming online such as the 
construction of a new building 
along the highway near the CP 
Gas Station in Santa Elena. There 
has been a population explosion 
in that area and feasibility studies 
are showing that a new collection 
branch for the SMCU in that area 
would be viable. 

“The last three years have 
been very difficult for us…the 
testimony is that we are here 

today. I must thank the good 
Lord for giving us the strength to 
continue,” said Morris. 

In the Credit Committee 
report, during the past year 3,902 
loans were approved out of a total 
of 4,832 which were requested. 
These 3,902 loans amounted to 
$12,093,255. Even with the dire 
circumstances the SMCU was 
able to serve its core functions. 

Being in the credit union 
movement is like being in a 
family. Other credit unions 
present for SMCU’s Annual 
General Meeting were the Toledo 
Teachers Credit Union, Saint 
John’s Credit Union and the 
Belize Credit Union League 
Ltd. 

Credit Union In San Ignacio Rebounds

Board of Directors- St. Martin’s Credit Union

For the next few months 
managers from the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness will be 
involved in capacity building 
workshops. Their training comes 
under a project from the European 
Union (EU) to establish a clinical 
data exchange platform in tune 
with a set of national standards 
and regulation, expanding the 
infrastructure of the current 
Belize Health Information System 
(BHIS).

The health managers from 

the middle and senior levels are 
coming from all six Districts of 
Belize. It is hoped that the training 
of management at the local level 
to improve capacity will bring 
better decision-making processes 
based on evidence. With the 
critical dissection of information, 
it will provide feedback to upper-
level management in supporting 
the health sector. 

In the recent start of the 
workshop at the University of 
Belize in Belmopan, Xavier 

Lanousse, team leader of the EU 
technical support office to Belize 
stated that the EU in concert with 
the World Health Organization 
WHO is committed to universal 
health coverage by 2030. In 
Belize the EU has been working 
with the Pan American Health 
Organization PAHO for almost 
20 years to provide more efficient 
and higher quality health for the 
people of Belize. 

In his opening remarks Dr. 
Edwin Bolostig, PAHO-WHO 

Health Systems and Services 
advisor said that the courses 
will provide health managers 
with improved information 
tools with the aim of enhancing 
management. “At the heart of 
management are the human 
beings that work with,” he said. 

Dr. Jorge Polanco, Director of 
Health Services and Allied Health 
within the Ministry of Health and 
Wellness has added that “…it is 
all about the patients….” 

He emphasized to the health 
managers to take ownership of 
BHIS that reflects the demands 
of the Belizean people “…in their 
struggle to live a comfortable 
life, free from pain, free from 
suffering…” 

The transformation of the 
health sector at the micro and 
macro level began at the Ministry 
of Health in 2010 with the help of 
partners such as PAHO. Improved 
management will now depend 
largely on the Belize Health 
Information System.

Capacity building for middle 
and senior health managers

Participants of  Capacity Building Workshop 
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