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As of Wednesday January 
12, there are now 6,545 active 
cases of Covid-19 in Belize. Of 
those cases just under half, 3,148 
were reported in the past three 
days since Monday January 10. 
The pandemic has also claimed 
607 lives. 

All told, the country of 
Belize is now experiencing a 
4th wave of the pandemic and 
it is raging across the country. 
All sectors of society are now 
suffering from the pandemic. The 
Judiciary, the security serviecs, 
Banks, Governmental Offices, 
Supermarkets and even schools 
are being affected. 

With the ever increasing 

numbers of infections, there is 
now great apprehension after 
the Government went ahead 
with opening schools for hybrid 
learning. Now some schools 
across the country are reporting 
infections both in teachers as well 
as students. 

By all appearances, the 
country is being affected by 
the Omicron variant of the 
virus which, while less severe 
in the effects that it has on the 
person’s health, is actually far 
more contagious. In the vast 
majority of cases reported, those 
affected suffer from what is 
being compared to a severe case 
of the flu with recoveries being 
registered within a few days of 
symptoms first being presented. 

Covid 19 Rages out of Control

Michel Chebat has been 
canned as the Minister of 
Health and Wellness and 
he was replaced by Kevin 
Bernard. While the public 
and more importantly, the 
technocrats and the ministry 
are breathing a sigh of relief 
after operating in a draconian 
environment the replacement 
does not appear to be any 
better than the predecessor.

As minister of Youth 
and Sports, there is not a 
single achievement that can 
be pointed to as having been 
achieved by Bernard. There 
are however, allegations that 
during his tenure,  numerous 
contracts were issued to 
resurface basketball courts 
and to install bleachers at 
bloated prices during a time 
when  sports were not even 
being played in the country. 

What is more is that 
Bernard is a Briceno loyalist 
and was picked because he is 
a yes man. But more than a 
yes man, he is a man that will 
not act unless instructed to act. 
Case in point came during an 
interview which he granted to 
Channel 7. When questioned 
on who will be the next CEO 
at the Ministry, Bernard stated 
that ,”I will leave that decision 
after consultation with the 
Prime Minister, I believe that 
we are going to try the best fit 
for this ministry”. In essence, 
confirming that he will act 
only if instructed.

If Chebat can be accused 
of exerting too much influence 
in the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness, then Bernard 
can be accused of quite the 
opposite. He will bring no 
new ideas and will only act on 
instruction. With the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness being 
at the center of the response, 
the ministry needs someone 
who is able to make pressing 
day to day decisions. There 
are those who believe that the 
new minister will definitely 
be able to take up this task 
given his ‘wait on instruction,’ 
nature.  

Bernard No Better Than Chebat

Kevin Bernard
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The United Democratic 
Party held a press conference 
on Tuesday January 11, during 
which UDP Chairman, Hon. 
Michael Peyrefitte, repeated 
questions as to how the PUP 
administration spent 15 million 
dollars which was appropriated 
in the supplementary budged 
in October of last year. That 
money, while it was requested 
in the name of the Blue Bond 
settlement, cannot be accounted 
for.

During the press conference, 
Hon. Peyrefitte asked, “Where is 
the 15 million? Who got paid out 
of that 15 million and how much 
and when?”. He explained that in the March 2021/22 budget, 12 

million dollars was allocated 
for transaction costs for the 
Blue Bond deal. However, by 
the time the transaction was 
concluded, the bond holders 
provided an additional 20 million 
dollars for closing costs. This was 
attached to the cost of the Blue 
Bond. That was to have been 
the end of the deal and for the 
payments that needed to be made. 
In October of 2021, however, the 
Briceno  Administration went to 
the National Assembly for an 
additional 15 million dollars.

Since then, the Opposition, 

through the National Assembly and 
the Senate have been asking the 
Prime Minister to disclose where 
the money was spent. There has 
not been any satisfactory action 
and it has led, Senator Michael 
Peyrefitte to formally write to 
the Prime Minister requesting 
the information through the 
Freedom of Information Act. 
Briceno has since responded 
with a three page letter and 
still the disclosure only a list of 
payees including:  City Capital 
Markets, Hallmark Advisory, 
Sullivan and Cromwell, Oric 
Herrington and Sutcliffe LLP, 
David Polk, Wardwell LLP, the 
Bank of New York Melon, Carter 
Ledyard, Milburn LLP, Equip 
Global Restructure LLC, and 
Global Bond Holding Services 
Corporation.

Hon. Peyrefitte has taken 
issue with the response stating that 
it is not enough. The request was 
clear, that is, that the name of all 
advisors and legal representatives 
and the amount that they were 
paid be disclosed. Clearly that 
was not what Briceno provided. 
Peyrefitte stated that, “I will write 
every week if I have to because he 
has not answered my question!” 

$15 Million Unaccounted For In Blue Bond Deal

UDP Chairman, Hon. Michael Peyrefitte

On Tuesday, January 11, 
the Report of the Commission 
of Inquiry into the Sale of 
Government Assets was made 
public. As had always been 
suspected, there is little to 
no substance in it. The entire 
exercise had been thought to 
be a distraction to move away 
attention from the Government’s 
decision to cut salaries of public 
officers, in effect it being a red 
herring. At the end of it all it 
ended up being a monumental 
waste of time and resources. 

Now that the report is out, 
there are multiple challenges to 
it both in the public arena as well 
as the court system. Speaking on 
it was Hon. Michael Peyrefitte 
who stated that the entire report 
was not worth the paper it was 
written on. He challenged those 
who produced the report stating 
that he was prepared to testify 
before the commission but was 
never given the opportunity to 
testify. 

Another challenge has come 
from Hon. Hugo Patt who has 
retained the services of Rt. Hon. 
Dean Barrow after the report 
out rightly accused the former 

minister of having covered a 
bribe with the purchase of a 
vehicle. 

Also challenging the report 
publicly was Hon. Godwin Hulse 
who was accused of purchasing a 
Mahindra Pickup truck through a 
third party. Hulse has stated that it 
would not have taken very much 
effort to verify that he was the one 
who had personally purchased 
the vehicle and had placed it in 
his name. 

All told, the report is fraught 
with unsubstantiated accusations 
which seemed to have been 
prepared by a rank amateur 
without any legal training. 

In its summary of the findings 
at paragraph 22 the report notes 
that, “selling motor vehicles 
belonging to the Government.... 
likely constituted actionable 
criminal offense...” 

But contradicting itself, it 
continued to state, “As summary 
jurisdiction offences.. .  the 
relevant limitation periods for 
any criminal action in relation 
to any of these breaches are long 
since expired.” That alone begs 
the question what then was the 
purpose of the whole exercise?

Multiple Challenges Against 
Commission of Inquiry

Commission of Inquiry Report was released this week
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Leave Sugar Cane Associations Alone 
Says Hon. Hugo Patt

The United Democratic 
Party held a press conference 

on Tuesday January 11. During 
that event, Hon. Hugo Patt took 

the opportunity to send a clear 
message to the Government of 
Belize, that is, “leave associations 
to solve their own problems.” 

The call comes after the 
Belize Sugar Industry Control 
Board has been meddling in the 
affairs of sugar cane associations. 
In essence, the Government’s 
arm is dictating to associations 
to hold elections. They have 
even sanctioned the holding of 
at least one election. In that one, 
farmers who had been ousted 
from the Corozal Sugar Cane 
Producers Association ,were 
allowed to become the leaders 
of that very association. In an 
election held on Sunday January 
9 a new executive was selected 
by a handful of members (this 
election is now being the subject 
of a legal challenge). These kinds 
of actions stated Hon. Patt, can 
cause violence in the industry.

Hon. Patt also explained that 
the Government has been late 
to action to intervene in matters 
that directly affect farmers. He 
noted that unrest in the industry 
at the beginning of the crop 
early this year was as a result 

of Government, as a regulator, 
failing to intervene in an impasse 
that they knew was likely to 
occur. 

He also cited that the 
Government is doing very little 
to help in the plight of farmers 
where the cost of agro-inputs 
have skyrocketed to a whopping 
200 percent. The sentiment of 
the farmers, said Patt, was that, 
“we start broke and we will end 
the year indebted.” Government, 
he said, can help farmers by 
lowering the cost of fuel by 
reducing the taxes imposed on the 
economic driver. The concerns 
of farmers at this point was that 
they wanted to be able to sell 
their cane, service their loans 
and wanted relief from the high 
cost of production. None of these 
however, are being addressed by 
the Government.

For Hon. Patt, the matter 
was a simple one, he explained 
that the Government should stop 
the meddling in the business of 
associations and concern itself 
more on making the environment 
more competitive. 

Hon. Hugo Patt

Amaya Salvador Rivas, 52, 
was chopped to death by his son. 
Sometime around 6 on Tuesday 
morning, police were called out 
to San Roman Village in the 
Stann Creek District where they 
found the body of Rivas. Reports 
indicate that Rivas had gotten 
in a dispute with one of his 6 
children, an 18 year old and was 
choking him over a cell phone 
when his eldest son, a 23 year 
old, intervened. In doing so he 
chased his father and chopped 
him to death. 

Reports say that the 23 year 
old along with 4 of his siblings 
and their mother had moved 
from Georgetown Village to San 
Roman Village to get away from 
the abusive father and husband. 
On Monday night however, he 
had gone to the family’s new 
home in San Roman Village and 
early on Tuesday morning was 
beating on his 18 year old son 
when the 23 year old came to 
his defense and chopped Rivas 
to death.

Police have since charged 
the 23 year old identified as Olvin 
Rivas for the crime of Murder  .   

Man Chopped to Death 
by His Son

Amaya Salvador Rivas
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Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 

Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Solange Villanueva is applying for the Renewal of a restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Vinotopia Wine 
Boutique” located at 4752 West Landivar, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that douglas 
Perez is applying for the Renewal of a Special and Public Liquor 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “La rivera restaurant 
and Bar” located in the Rivera Area in Belmopan City, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Md Palash Mamun is applying for the Renewal of a Shop Liquor 
License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Victoria Grocery 
Store” located at #112 Barrack Road in Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that elizabeth richards is applying for the Renewal of a 
restaurant License for the year 2022 to be operated at “Jalapenos” 
located at Benque Viejo Road, San Ignacio Town, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License ordinance 
Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that Carlos Castillo 
is applying for the Renewal of a restaurant License for the year 2022 to be 
operated at “Mi Casa Bar” located in Buena Vista Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given under the Intoxicating License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2000, that emmanuel de Jesus Torres is applying for the 
Renewal of a Beer License for the year 2022 to be operated at 
“Tripple and J Store” located in Selena Village, Cayo District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize,Revised 
Edition 2000, that alfonso Maas is applying for a restaurant 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate “restaurante 
La Catracha” located at Cotton Tree Village, Cayo District. 
 
 notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that elvis escobar is applying for a restaurant  Liquor            
 License for the year 2022 to operate “one Stop Sports Bar 
& restaurant” located at Sta Familia Village, Cayo District. 
 
 notice  is hereby given that under the Intoxicating 
Liquor License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, 
Revised Edition 2000, that Kelvin Cecil Funez is applying for 
a restaurant Liquor License for the year 2022  to operate “Jh 
& M Cool Spot” located at Los Tambos Village, Cayo District. 
 
 notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that ryan Joshua Manzanero is applying for a 
restaurant Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate “Cohune 
Palms restaurant & Bar” located at Bullet Tree Village, Cayo District. 
 
 notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Sheng rong Liu is applying for a Shop Liquor License for the year 2022 to 
operate “uncle & Liu Store” located at Cotton Tree Village, Cayo District. 
 
 notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 
License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that nelson reyneri  Gonzalez is applying for a 
restaurant Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate “Wingz 
Spanish Lookout” located  at Spanish Lookout Village, Cayo District. 
 
 notice  is hereby given that under the Intoxicating 
Liquor License ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, 
Revised Edition 2000, that eddie Samayoa is applying for a 
restaurant Liquor License for the year 2022 to operate “Logans 
Bar & Grill” located at Duck Run 1 Village, Cayo District.

noTICe
WAFULL CONSULTING, CORP.

BOHLER INTERNATIONAL GMBH LTD.
(“the Companies”)

Notice is hereby given that the Companies have been 
dissolved and struck off the Belize International Corporate 

Affairs Registry with effect from January 10 2022.

noTICe
InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS

CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)
TaKe noTICe: GrIFFIThS CorP. has been 

dissolved and struck off the Register.

Dated 11th January, 2022.

International Corporate Services Limited,
Liquidator

In a midday press release, 
on Monday January 10th, the 
Government of Belize announced 
that the Minister of Health had 
been replaced. 

Kevin Bernard was named 
Minister of Health and Chebat 
has received what can only be 
considered as a major demotion, 
taking over the ministry of 
Public Utilities and Logistics. 
In essence the release states 
that there has been lack of 
performance and leadership 
within the Ministry of Health. 
The Release states that after a, 
“review of national conditions, 
Cabinet portfolio performance 
and leadership effectiveness” 
“Hon. Kevin Bernard will now 
serve as Minister of Health and 
Wellness; Hon. Michel Chebat 
will now serve as Minister of 
Public Utilities and Logistics; 
and Hon. Rodwell Ferguson 
will now serve as Minister of 
Transport, Youth and Sports.” 
It goes on to state that, “Hon. 
Francis Fonseca will, in addition 
to his current responsibilities, 
serve as minister responsible for 
E-Governance while Hon. Henry 
Charles Usher will, in addition to 
his responsibilities as Minister of 
the Public Service, Constitutional 
and Political Affairs, now also be 
responsible for religious affairs. 

Operationally, the Office 

of the Prime Minister will now 
assume coordination for the 
National Security Council.”

After months of public 
battering, it would appear that 
the Briceno Administration is 
responding to public pressure 
where the performance of 
the Ministry of Health has 
been less than stellar. The 
ministry has been clouded by 
allegations of wrongdoing and 
heavy-handedness in which 
top administrators have been 
operating under major duress. 
Under Chebat, most senior 
positions within the Ministry 
of Health and Wellness were 
not functioning simply because 
there were no holders of those 
positions. Some of those positions 
include that of the Chief Executive 
Officers, the Director of Public 
Health, Hospital Services and 
International Health. There are 
also no heads to the epidemiology 
unit or are there any regional 
managers. A director of laboratory 
services is also a vacant post.

While the Ministry was 
operating as a totali tarian 
institution with the Minister 
being at the head of all things, 
there were major allegations of 
corruption in the acquisition of 
pharmaceuticals as well as the 
awarding of testing contracts to 
persons related to the minister.

Chebat Canned from 
Ministry of Health

Michel Chebat
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Traffic Fatality in Cayo

 

VACANCY: JOB OPPORTUNITY 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the Marine Department. In the Port’s 
continued effort to promote diversity both males/females, able/ differently abled are encouraged to apply for the available post. 

BOAT CAPTAIN 

Reports to: Marine Manager 
 
Summary of Responsibilities: The primary duty of the Boat Captain is to safely navigate the vessel of which he has in command. 
The captain has absolute authority relating to the safe conduct of his voyage and he alone shall make determinations regarding 
the safety of his vessel, crew and passengers, including when put to the sea. This post is fun and challenging, come prepared for a 
new venture.  

Job Responsibilities: 

Operate and navigate all Port of Belize Limited vessels under command in a safe and efficient manner. 
Ensure that the Pilots Launches are always in a state of readiness to perform its function.  Be thoroughly familiar with 
the duties of a Captain/Engineer as contained in Belize Port Authority Mariner’s Handbook. 
Provide proper accounting for all fuel and lubricants and for spare parts used in repairs and maintenance including a 
log Book for each vessel. 
Ensure the safe handling of hazardous material in compliance with current safety precautions and environmental 
protection laws and regulations in the procurement, stowage and disposal of such materials. 
Ensure that the Pilots & Stevedores embarking and disembarking from ship are done in a safe and efficient manner. 
Follow proper and comprehensive preventative maintenance program for the Pilot Launches as provided and assist to 
effect repairs to engines of the Pilot Launch. 
In time of emergency or danger, when in command, give proper and clear instructions. 
Inspect Vessels, check fuel levels, major shipboard systems, navigational lights and sound devices. 
Ensure all safety devices are onboard and in good working order. 
Complete Pre & Post voyage check list.  
Any other duties of a related nature assigned from time to time. 

 
Job Qualifications/Requirement:  

Minimum High School Diploma. 
5 years’ boat handling experience preferred (minimum Class B). 
Possess a valid Boat Captain License Class C. 
Knowledge of maritime laws and regulations 

Required Skills, Knowledge and Characteristics: To be selected applicants must possess the following important characteristics:  
Firm Knowledge of marine craft communication and problem –solving skills. 
Must have the ability to adapt to changing conditions and respond to emergency situations. 
Able to easily multi-task and work independently. 
Team Oriented, Punctual, and Ethical 

 
Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 

To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social security card, valid 
police report, name and phone number of two(2) previous employers. 

Email to: 
jobapplications@portofbelize.com 

Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday, January 31st, 2022. 

Mayor of San Ignacio and 

categorically stated that the town 

which he serves is falling into 
stagnation. This he says is as a 
result of having 5 elected PUP 
councilors who are immature 
and vindictive. During a press 
conference by the UDP held on 
Tuesday, the Mayor made it clear 
that the councilors have not been 
doing the work as assigned to 
them under their portfolios but 
rather have been busy witch-
hunting. 

Trapp explained that he 
has gone to great lengths to 
accommodate  requests  by 
the councilors to serve PUP 
supporters by providing them 
with equipment hours. He says, 
contrary to good financial sense, 
he gave employment at the behest 
of the councilors to clean the 
Macal Park. He said that he 
has even assisted giving the 
councilors additional allowances. 
Still, he said, the councilors lurk 
around in the town hall sneaking 
confidential information out of 
the municipality in the hopes of 

undermining him.
Mayor Trapp said that with 

all that was going on with the 
Councilors, he was hopeful that 
the council does not begin to 
regress.

At the center of the flare-
up between the Mayor and the 
5 councilors is the insistence 
by them to hire an unqualified 
town administrator. Speaking on 
this matter was former Belize 
City Council Mayor, Darrell 
Bradley who noted that the 
matter was not about politics. 
He said that it was about the 
administrator having to meet 
minimum requirements in order 
to improve the performance of 
municipalities. He said that what 
the councilors were attempting to 
do was unlawful, discriminatory 
and ultra vires since the council 
had approved an advertisement 
w h i c h  s e t  t h e  m i n i m u m 
requirements for applicants 
to be the Town Administrator. 

Mayor Trapp Says SISE Town is Stagnating

Santa Elena, Earl Trapp, has 
Mayor Earl Trapp

Continued on Page 12
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Traffic Fatality in Cayo

VACANCY: JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons to fill the following post in the IT Department. In the 
Port’s continued effort to promote diversity, both females/males, are encouraged to apply for the available post. 
 

IT SUPPORT TECHNICIAN 

Reports to: IT Supervisor 
 
Summary of Responsibilities:  The IT Service Desk is the central point of contact for all IT related incidents 
and service requests. The role of the IT Support Technician is to provide second line support for all team 
members Port of Belize Limited. An IT Support Technician is responsible for resolving complex support 
requests with computer hardware, software, and network systems, as well as meeting customer 
satisfaction and continuous service delivery demands. Provides research and support for new technologies to 
be used within our environment. IT Support staff work in a dynamic, fast-paced environment which 
provides services over the phone, through e-mail, phone, and in person. 

 
Job Responsibilities: 

1. Diagnose and resolve software and hardware incidents, including operating system and across a 
range of software applications. 

2. Assist all users with any logged IT related incident when called upon. 
3. Manage IT Department Inventory and Provide Monthly report. 
4. Upgrade Windows Operating systems and Microsoft office applications. 
5. Active Directory Management - Create and Manage Domain User accounts. 
6. Administrate TOS (Terminal Operating System) OCTOPI and CMMS. 
7. Coordinate with Software Vendors regarding application issues and new features, roll outs, etc.  
8. Supervised daily backups and test weekly/monthly backup integrity. 
9. Manage and control the implementation of new IT systems, and the ongoing refinement of existing 

systems.  
10. Ensuring that systems and applications are optimized and effective, and that necessary support skills 

are in place. 
11. Able to manage and troubleshoot VLANS Networking issues (Local Network, Surveillance 

Network, and VOIP network) 
12. Able to run and create queries in SQL and produce reports when needed undertaking other duties 

not specially stated which from time to time are necessary without altering the nature or level of 
responsibility. 

13. You are required to assist the IT support functions at other Waterloo Investment Holdings Ltd. 
entities from time to time any other duties that may be assigned of a related nature.  

Job qualifications/Requirements: 
Associates Degree or equivalent Technical Certificates 
Minimum 3-5 years’ experience in (VOIP, VLANS, Network, Protocols, Virtual Environment-SQL/VB, 
MS Server environment, Windows Operating System) 
Knowledgeable in SQL/VB or equivalent (3-5 years) database/application development & 
manipulation 
 

Skills/Competencies: 
Ability to work independently  
Able to work flexible hours 
Strong analytical skills 
Critical Thinker 

 
Compensation Package: Will be commensurate (in accordance with the Company's Salary Structure). 
 
To apply: Provide updated resume, cover letter (addressed to Human Resource Manager), copy of valid social 
security card, Valid police record, name and phone number of two (2) previous employers. 

 
Applications should be emailed to: 

 jobapplications@portofbelize.com 
Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday, January 31st, 2022. 
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noTICe
InTernaTIonaL BuSIneSS

CoMPanIeS aCT (Chapter 270)
TaKe noTICe: GoLden PeaK TradInG LIMITed. 

has been dissolved and struck off the Register.

Dated 30th december, 2021.
hsu Chen Shi, Liquidator

noTICe
Cordialita Ltd.

(“the Company”)

notice is hereby given to all interested parties that 
Cordialita Ltd. incorporated under the Belize IBC act 
(Chapter 270), commenced dissolution on december 

22nd, 2021, and Ms. Vasoulla Papaleontiou of Evropis 
12, 7577 Mazotos Larnaca, Cyprus, is the Liquidator of 
the Company. Any claims against the Company should be 

forwarded to the Liquidator (Email: vasoulla.papaleontiou@
allied-asset.com or Telephone Number: +35725360015) by 

January 11th, 2022.
orion Corporate & Trust Services Ltd.

registered agent

PUP Disrespected Myrna says UDP Party Leader

The Leader of the Opposition, 
Hon. Patrick Faber, declared on 
Tuesday during a press conference 
that the People’s United Party 
Government disrespected one of 
Belize’s foremost Creole Culture 
advocates, Myrna Manzanarez, 

by not giving her an official 
funeral. Hon. Faber explained 
that when Manzanarez was laid 
to rest on December 29th the 
funeral was an ordinary one. He 
stated that as a Belizean icon that 
she was she deserved an official 

funeral. 
“It is important to preserve 

all cultures in this country and 
when someone who championed 
the cause of the creole as Myrna 
did, she deserved an official send 
off,” stated the UDP Party Leader. 
Hon. Faber said that Myrna 
did not get the official funeral 
because of politics. And while 
she is now buried, Hon. Faber 
expressed that he was hopeful 

that  Myrna’s home where she 
spent her last days and which is 
owned by NICH, be transformed 
into a museum of “all things 
Creole.” Hon. Faber then called 
on the Government to honor that 
arrangement which was set up 
by the previous administration 
after NICH stepped up to help 
Manzanarez when she found 
herself in financial difficulty and 
was unable to pay her mortgage. 

Myrna Manzanarez and Hon.Patrick Faber

A 24 year old man was shot 
and killed whilst he was walking 
home shortly after being released 
from police custody on Sunday, 
January 9th. The young man, 
Daniel Lopez, was heading to his 
home on Faber’s Road shortly 
after 8p.m. on that night when he 

Young Man Killed Before 
Reaching Home

Daniel Lopez

was shot and killed. 
Lopez had spent 48 hours in 

police detention and was walking 
home when the attacker chased 
and shot at him killing him just a 
few meters from his home. 

Lopez’s mother told the 
media that she could not come 
to terms with the killing because 
she would always ensure that her 
son not walk the streets. On the 
night in question she was unable 
to make arrangements for him to 
be picked up because the police 
had misinformed her as to the 
time when her son was to have 
been released.
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
Blurring the lines in your love life 

by doing something that compromises 
your values or personal integrity 
might be all too easy this week. You 
may justify it by telling yourself that 
it’s all in the name of love, while still 
having shame nag at your heart. Pay 
attention to what you’re doing and the 
choices you make. Are they aligned to 
who you truly are, or are you selling 
yourself out in some way in order to 
get or preserve a love connection? 
That’s not you! You should also watch 
out for Mercury turning retrograde in 
your friendship sector on Friday. You 
might have a misunderstanding with a 
pal who thought things were more than 
just platonic.

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
You may unintentionally cross 

the line this week with a friend and 
get too personal. Maybe you think 
that they have feelings for you that 
are more romantic than platonic, or 
you actually were involved at one 
point before amicably breaking up 
and becoming friends. Suddenly you 

may find yourself fantasizing about 
what might happen if you give them 
a whirl! Don’t go there -- it is way 
too likely to end in disappointment or 
outright rejection. For those already in 
a relationship, you and your partner 
might be in power couple mode on 
Sunday. No one will mess with you 
two!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
You might be extra pushy when 

it comes to getting your way in your 
relationship right now, due to Mars 
pushing through your partnership 
sector. You and your partner have 
possibly been arguing more as well. 
This week, however, all the action 
might come to a dead stop! Vigorous 
Mars will be at odds with Neptune, 
the planet of confusion and illusion. In 
response, you may lose your motivation 
to fight for a relationship or argue about 
something with your mate. Single 
Geminis who’d rather be coupled 
might feel deflated about the available 
romantic possibilities. Don’t despair, 
your time for love will arrive. You 
might never know if a potential lover is 

a royal or a frog unless you give them 
a chance -- and a kiss! 

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
There’s a lot going on with 

you this week in matters of the 
heart, although most of it is hidden 
underneath the surface, and you’re 
probably already trying to control what 
others see. Reviewing and eventually 
confronting your demons is possible, 
thanks to Mercury’s retrograde in your 
8th House of Intimacy and Trauma this 
Friday. Something could be about to 
trigger you, and it doesn’t matter if you 
have a partner or not. This event may 
make you realize that there’s something 
unhealed that you tried to bury -- but 
clearly, that approach isn’t working. 
Things don’t get any easier when the 
dynamic Sun and intense Pluto connect 
in your relationship sector this Sunday. 
Power plays between you and your 
current or potential lover are likely.

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
It’s time to question everything 

you think you know about love! 
Aggressive Mars, now in your romance 
sector, will square nebulous Neptune 
on Tuesday. This casts a glow of 
uncertainty around all dating prospects 
and even the dating game itself. What, 
exactly are the rules? More importantly 
-- should you even be playing by them? 
Oh, and any sexy, charismatic people 
you could have your eye on could 
way be more than meets the eye. In 
a relationship? Mercury’s retrograde 
in your partnership sector on Friday 
might have you second-guessing 
decisions about the connection. The 
two of you might be in for a stretch of 
miscommunication as well. Everything’s 
topsy-turvy for you this week, Leo.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
The intensity of love might 

be too much for you to handle this 
week, as the bright Sun and extreme 
Pluto embrace in your 5th House of 
Passion. You might run away from 
a connection that you know is hot 
-- because it also seems to have a hint 
of danger that you’re just too afraid 
of. That danger can be encapsulated 
in one word: intimacy. There might 
be someone around you who triggers 
your deepest fears and vulnerabilities 
about love. You may or may not be in 
a relationship with this person, but it’s 
likely that your initial response will be 
to flee. Instead, imagine what might 
happen if you stayed.

 
Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22 
Disconcerting vibes could derail 

any upcoming romantic plans you 
may have had. Mercury, the planet of 
communication, will turn retrograde 
on Friday right in your true love sector 
-- and you’ll probably be feeling a little 
off all week. Suddenly, you may not 
be sure you know the answers when 
it comes to your love life questions. 
In fact, you might realize that you’ve 
been asking the completely wrong 
questions! It could be time to change 
what you’re looking for and how you 
approach love as a whole. Don’t worry 
-- as long as you’re willing to change 
course in love as necessary, you can get 
on the right track with this retrograde.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
You might fool yourself into 

believing someone that you’re attracted 
to is worth pursuing when, in reality, 
they’re anything but worth it. It could 
be hard to trust your intuitive radar 
this week in matters of the heart, no 
matter how accurate you normally are. 
Combative Mars will square idealistic 

Your Horoscope Neptune, currently in your romance 
sector. Although you may question 
someone’s motivations, you will also be 
more easily influenced into shoving your 
intuitive hunches aside and deferring to 
an overly optimistic outlook. If you’re 
in a healthy relationship, then this week 
might be more about unfulfilled sexual 
fantasies. Disappointing, but not a deal-
breaker. Either way, be careful!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You might have recently been 

feeling more passionate and sexy than 
usual, thanks to the efforts of fiery Mars 
in your sign. Unfortunately, all that mojo 
could vanish down the drain this week. 
You can blame that on Mars forming a 
tense angle to Neptune, the planet of 
illusion and confusion, on Tuesday. 
This can feel like you’re completely 
out of touch with your body for a while. 
You may also literally lose your zest for 
life -- and your intimacy drive -- for a 
little while. It’s even possible that you’ll 
find yourself caught up in an unrealistic 
fantasy about someone, only to realize 
you set yourself up for disappointment. 
Don’t be so hard on yourself -- we’ve 
all been there.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
You’ve got the power this week, 

Capricorn! The almighty Sun and 
exceptional Pluto will align in your sign 
on Sunday, helping you feel completely 
in charge. You can drive a relationship 
in the direction you want it to go and 
you’re not likely to get much resistance 
as you do so. While in some cases this 
could be perceived as controlling, right 
now it’s more likely whomever it is 
that you’re guiding will feel flattered. 
Another -- less fun -- possibility is that 
you’ll find yourself overshadowed 
by this intense energy. You might get 
way too obsessed with someone and 
possibly even have paranoid thoughts 
about them. Don’t go there!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Other people, even those you’re close 
with, may not get you the way they 
usually do. Mischievous Mercury 
turns retrograde in your sign this week, 
inciting friction in all communication 
-- in particular, you and your significant 
other might feel like you’re on two 
opposite spectrums regarding certain 
matters. If there is a conversation you 
need to have or an important decision 
to make, it could prove frustrating. No 
matter how you convey information, it 
likely seems misconstrued. Consider an 
entirely different approach -- after all, 
sometimes silence is golden. Single? 
Do your best to focus on your life plans. 
There could be a course correction in 
them that matches the eventual right 
person for you.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
 Your actions are likely to be 

misunderstood this week. As a result, 
when it comes to your love life, you 
could find yourself feeling like you’re 
in a situation where you can’t win. If 
you make a move in one direction, 
it’s not supported. If you don’t make 
a move at all, there’s frustration. You 
might find yourself so busy trying to 
figure out what your partner or a love 
interest wants you to do that you forget 
what YOU want! Single? You might 
lose all motivation for dating this week. 
Pursuing someone else probably seems 
exhausting -- you might be more than 
ready for a break, and that’s OK. Let 
yourself relax, and your dating ambition 
should return soon enough.

Lost Vessel and Fisher Folk License
notice is hereby given to the Ports Commissioner of 

Belize that Ismael Llewellyn Vernon Jr. of 1120 Apple Star 
Avenue in Belize City has lost his Fisher Folk License and 

his Fishing Vessel License for Vessel named dacia.
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Citizen concern has grown 
over the washing of vehicles in 
the Macal River. Over the recent 
days, photographs have emerged 
of vehicles being washed in the 
Macal River.

As a result, citizens have 
expressed outrage at the placing 
of pollutants by drivers in the 
Macal River. 

“Please STOP washing your 
car in the river. WHY? You may 
ask, because it causes pollution 
in the river. If you care about the 
river please STOP,” has expressed 

Marilyn Gregg, a citizen from 
San Ignacio Town. 

Brion Young Senior from 
Santa Elena has called on the 
San Ignacio and Santa Elena 
Town Council as well as the 
Department of the Environment 
to “…please do something about 
the practice of washing vehicles 
in the Macal River.”

Thankfully the San Ignacio 
and Santa Elena Town Council 
responded with a post on Social 
Media on Monday and is shown 
as follows:

The San Ignacio/Santa Elena 
Town Council would like to 
advise the General Public that 
washing of cars in the River 
is against the Environmental 
Law Chapter 328 Section 11-1 
that states, “No person shall 
emit, import, discharge, deposit, 
dispose of or dump any waste 
that might directly or indirectly 
pollute water resources or 
damage of destroy marine life. 
Any person who contravenes 
the law commits an offense 
and shall be liable on summary 

conviction to a fine not less than 
$5000.00 and not exceeding 
$25,000.00 or imprisonment for 
a period not exceeding two years 
or both such fine and period of 
imprisonment. 

Polluting the upper reaches of 
the Macal River will undoubtedly 
have consequences for those who 
live downstream. The Macal 
River is a freshwater resource for 
the many villagers residing along 
its banks and for the residents of 
Belize City.

Concerned Raised Over Pollution in Macal River 
Caused by Washing of Vehicles

Washing of vehicle at rivers is a common occurrence
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A representat ive from 
Humana People to People 
HPPBZ held a virtual meeting 
with Cayo’s based Pro-Organic 
Belize on Saturday. Elizabeth 
Muschamp, MBA, held a session 
to share with Pro-Organic Belize 
some of the organic farming 
strategies. 

HPPBZ is a nongovernment 
organization with headquarters 
on Monkey River Road in the 
Toledo District. HPPBZ now 
operates in Toledo, Stann Creek, 
and some parts of the Belize 
District. HPPBZ was founded in 
2007. Its purpose is to empower 
and mobil ize  individuals , 
farmers, and communities to 

reduce poverty and vulnerability 
through local action and capacity 
building. (You can write HPPBZ 
at P.O. Box 1728, Belize City, or 
call them at 615-7041.)

According to Muschamp, 
organic agriculture was developed 
in the early 1900s by Sir Albert 
Howard, F.H. King, Rudolf Steiner, 
and others who believed that the 
use of animal manure (often 
made in compost), cover crops, 
crop rotation, and biologically 
based pest controls resulted in 
better farming. The demand for 
organic food was stimulated in 
the 1960s by the publication of 
Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson, 
which documented the extent of 
environmental damage caused by 
insecticides. 

E l i z a b e t h  M u s c h a m p 
reported that the organization 
teaches its farmers about natural 
pest management. For example, 
tomato farmers are taught about 
the application of molasses to 
control the whiteflies. 

Farmers are also taught by 
Humana People to People how 
to set up and dismantle their 

greenhouses for organically 
grown crops. During the storm 
threats of 2020 farmers in the 
Toledo District were able to 
dismantle their greenhouses and 
set them back without outside 
help. 

Organic food sales have 
increased steadily in the late 20th 
century. Greater environmental 
awareness, coupled with concerns 
over the health impacts of 
pesticide residues have fostered 
the growth of the organic sector. 
In the United States, retail sales 

of organic produce increased 
from $20.39 billion in 2008 to 
$47.9 billion in 2019, while sales 
in Europe reached more than $52 
billion. 

Compared with conventional 
agriculture, organic farming 
uses fewer pesticides, reduces 
soil erosion, decreases nitrate 
leaching into groundwater and 
surface water, and recycles animal 
wastes back into the farm. These 
benefits are counterbalanced by 
higher food costs for consumers 
and generally lower yields.

Humana People to People Share 
Organic Farming Methods

workmen bagging natural fertilizers for crops

Elizabeth Muschamp



The GuardIanPage 12 Sunday, January 16, 2022

The level of confusion within 
the San Ignacio and Santa Elena 
Town council became painfully 
evident on Monday January 
10th when they called a press 
conference to cast aspersions 
on the UDP Mayor of the same 
municipality, Earl Trapp. While 
they made wild allegations 
against the mayor, the level of 
incompetence from the bunch 
was crystallized in the minds 
of Belizeans as they made their 
presentations. 

A portion of the press 
conference was carried live on 
Vibez Radio and after the display 
by the councilors it was evident 
that they were not even able to read 
from prepared speeches. While 

this joke was on the councilors, 
they were not alone. Unable to 
muster any backative from the 
hierarchy of the PUP, they had 
to settle with representatives who 
possessed as small an IQ as they 
did. They were flanked by Alex 
Balona who would not even dare 
as to say a word and Melin Espat 
who, while he did speak, made 
absolutely no sense. 

The entire circus must have 
been painful for even the PUP 
to watch that shortly after the 
event started, the instruction was 
given to cut the feed. After all, the 
bunch of dunces were making no 
sense and the PUP simply could 
tolerate no more of it.  

San Ignacio/Santa Elena 
Councilors Confused

Those requirements included 
that the applicants have at least a 
minimum of a bachelor’s degree 
in administration. The councilors’ 
pick has but a high school leaving 
certificate. 

Bradley said the entire 
matter was not one of politics, 
rather it was about the rule of 

law as the Mayor is duty bound 
to follow the law. He went on to 
say that the UDP is looking at 
it from a legal perspective and 
will support the Mayor and his 
actions that he is not obligated to 
consider any persons who is not 
qualified for the position of Town 
Administrator. 

Hon. Darrell Bradley

Continued from Page 6

Mayor Trapp Says SISE...
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PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 
LICENSED AND CERTIFIED AUCTIONEER, SHELDON N. C. ARNOLD  

WILL SELL THE FOLLOWING PROPERTIES WITH RESERVE PRICES.  
CAYO DISTRICT PROPERTIES - TO BE AUCTIONED  AT HUMMINGBIRD FURNISHINGS COMPOUND 

BELMOPAN CITY ON TUESDAY JANUARY 18TH, 2022 AT 11:00AM. 

Sheldon N.C. Arnold  
P.O. BOX 666, Belmopan 

Cell # 615-8308 or 624-5200 
Email: info@arnoldenterprise.com 

Website: www.arnoldenterprise.com 
Terms - Cash 10% Deposit, Balance in 14 days 

Financing Available, Call Ahead For Details 

ORANGE WALK PROPERTIES- TO BE AUCTIONED  AT HUMMINGBIRD FURNISHINGS COMPOUND 
BELMOPAN CITY ON TUESDAY JANUARY 18TH, 2022 AT 11:00AM. 

 
Location: Block - 24, Parcel - 3760 Being Registration Section - Society 
Hall, Cayo District 
Description: land containing 8730 sqft. Vacant Lot being the freehold 
property of Larry R Leslie. 

 
Location: Block 4, Parcel 625/1, Registration Section, Guinea Grass, Orange Walk District. 
Description: All that piece or parcel of land containing 1023.519 SQM. Includes 1 concrete family home with 4 
bedrooms, 1 bathroom, living, dining, kitchen and laundry rooms, being the Leasehold property of David R. 
Perrera and Maria G.   Magana. 

 
Location: Block 1, Parcel 126, Registration Section, Douglas Village, Orange Walk District. 
Description: A concrete detached family home with 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, small front porch, fully fenced, with liv-
ing, dining and kitchen being the freehold property of Roman F Nicholson. 

COROZAL PROPERTIES- - TO BE AUCTIONED  AT HUMMINGBIRD FURNISHINGS COMPOUND     
BELMOPAN CITY ON TUESDAY JANUARY 18TH, 2022 AT 11:00AM. 

Location: Block 1, Parcel 715,  Registration Section-Sarteneja Village, 
Corozal District. 
Description: A concrete detached family home with 2 bedrooms, 1 
bathroom, back porch, living and kitchen rooms, fenced being the 
freehold property of Graciliano Rivero. 

 
Location: Block - 3, Parcel - 820, Registration Section - Sarteneja Village, Corozal District. 
Description: All that piece or parcel of land containing 871.0 S.M. A concrete family home consisting of 3 bedrooms, 1 
bathroom, 2 entrance, living, dining, kitchen rooms being the freehold property of Hermina and Alejandro Gongora. 

Location: Block: 1, Lot No. 92 containing 1184.397 Sq. Yds. situate in St. 
Margaret's Village, Cayo District. 
Description: The property is a concrete bungalow occupied as a single 
family residence. It comprises of three bedroom, one bathroom and 
kitchen, living and dining area, and a laundry room being the Freehold 
Property of Rueben A. Parham.  
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