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UDP Calls Out Prime Minister on 
Possible Corruption

A public officer, Daniel Chi, 
was placed on 5 days of suspension 
after the Prime Minister claimed 
that he was disrespectful to him. 
As a consequence of this, Hon. 
Dr. Shyne Barrow called a press 
conference, the first for him as 
the Leader of the Opposition, to 
address this and other matters 
of national importance. And 
as he did he went on a straight 
condemnation of the actions of 

the Prime Minister. He called 
Briceno’s actions an abuse 
of prime ministerial powers. 
Johnny Briceno’s calling on 
a public officer to not do his 
job, said Barrow, goes against 
public service statutes and good 
governance and it is corruption.

Hon. Barrow pointed out that 
Mr. Chi should never have been 
put on administrative leave by 
the CEO. The worst that should 

have happened was for him to 
have been given an oral warning. 
He expressed that because 
the intervention by the Prime 
Minister was on behalf of one of 
his employees it was criminal in 
nature. The intervention was one 
where a favor was granted to one 
of his  employee and “that is not 
how good governance works,” 
stated Hon. Barrow.

Continuing on the barrage 
of condemnation, Hon. Barrow 
noted that the PUP has gone from 
a government of transparency to 
one where they don’t even tell the 
people when the price of gas will 
go up. “It all starts at the top, this 
Government has no regard for the 
Belizean people,” said Barrow. 
But all is not lost as he noted that 
there are village councils coming 
up and the Belizean electorate 
have the power to change their 
circumstances. “The greatest 
protest is the ballot box,” he said. 
he added that “the punishment 
under the PUP is no different in 
the villages than it is in the city… 
protest at the ballot in the village 
council elections.”

And there is more than 
enough reason for protest at the 
ballot as Hon. Shyne expounded, 

inflation is at a crippling rate and 
the one measure of attempting 
to raise the minimum wage will 
do nothing to alleviate this. He 
also expressed that there is an 
effective devaluation taking place 
as a dollar is no longer worth a 
dollar. While all of this is taking 
place, there is all the social safety 
nets are taken away. People can 
no longer get food assistance. 
He noted that even persons with 
jobs are unable to put food on 
their tables. All told the entire 
quality of life of the citizenry is 
very poor. 

Hon. Barrow then reiterated 
what he had started off with 
that the UDP will be writing to 
the Attorney General and the 
Minister of Police to investigate 
the Prime Minister’s interference 
in a public officer’s duty. This is 
malfeasance in public office he 
said. He said that he is hopeful 
that justice is equal and nobody 
is above the law. This is abuse 
of power where a public officer 
was asked to break the law. He 
went on to say that under an 
administration led by him he will 
have no tolerance of ministerial 
abuse.

Hon. Dr. Shyne Barrow
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“Mexico is 123 million 
people, you want a bigger market 
than that? Guatemala is 18 million 
people. We are right here man, 8 
hours away from El Salvador, 15 
minutes to Guatemala through 
Bullet Tree and they want our 
citrus, they want our carrots, 
they want our onions, they only 
problem is tariffs. I think that 
we should look at focusing on 
Central America for markets 
definitely while keeping our 
CARICOM friends right close to 
us, they want a container of Marie 
Sharp, send it to them, they want 
a container of coconut oil, send 
it to them, they want beef send it 
to them, they want poultry send it 
to them but right next door here, 
come on.”- Jose Abelardo Mai, 
Minister of Agriculture

With that singe statement, 
made on Thursday April 28, the 
current Minister of Agriculture 
proved to us that he is running a 
ministry that he simply does not 
understand. He wants to break 
ties from a long-life geopolitical 
ally to Belize, in his mind, supply 

countries that have long been 
supplying food to us. For him 
to say that we would be able to 
provide carrots and onions to our 
neighbors is simply unbelievable. 
From time immemorial we have 
been unable to provide these 
staple products on a year round 
basis to ourselves. We have 
had to depend on Mexico for 
these and many other vegetables. 
His inability to even begin to 
understand this shows how inept 
he really is. 

That aside, even if we 
were able to provide year round 
production of these vegetables 
for ourselves and have surplus 
to export, our very cost of 
production would not make us 
competitive. Every single faucet 
of the production chain in our 
neighboring countries, from 
the cost of power to the cost of 
fuel to the labor cost comes at 
a fraction of what is available 
in Belize. How then does this 
minister intend to overcome this? 
No Sense!  

No Sense Mai

Jose Mai

Hon. Michael Peyrefitte in 
his capacity of Shadow Minister in 
the Ministry of National Security 
has once again openly called out 
for the removal of the Minister 
of Police, the Chief Executive 
Officer and the Commissioner of 
Police. He made the call during 
a UDP press conference held on 
Wednesday May 4.

Hon. Peyrefitte’s call is not 
unwarranted. The beginning of 
May has been one of the most 
murderous ever. Over a three day 
span 3 persons have been killed 
and one is missing and is presumed 
dead. On May 1, Tariq Ciego left 
a concert at the Ramada pool 
side early in the morning when 
a gunman followed him and shot 
him multiple times in the MCC 
parking lot. On May 2, 19 year 
old Erwin Pitter was buying food 
on Mckenzie Street in Belize City, 
when again a gunman claimed his 
life. Then family members of 20 
year old Emir Cansino Jr. are 
desperate after he went missing 
on May 2. He is presumed dead 
after information to his family 
members suggests that he could 
have been killed and his body 
dumped somewhere near the Mile 
8 community on the George Price 
Highway. And in one of the most 
senseless killings, 19 year old 
Chris Anthony Rodriguez was 
stabbed to death by the caretaker 
of a football stadium in San 
Ignacio. 

Even with all these killings 
there is simply no response from 
the Minister of Police or the 
department. Kareem Musa it 
would seem, is more preoccupied 
with a marijuana legalization 

legislation than he is on staving 
the crime wave. 

With all  of this,  Hon. 
Peyrefitte explained that we are 
currently apace to have a record-
setting year for murders. He noted 
that between January to April of 
2021 there were 30 murders. This 
year in the same period, there are 
43 murders, 23 of those in Belize 
City. He expressed that this does 
not even take into account the 
above mentioned killings which 
took place in the current month 
which is only 4 days in.

“We need new people 
to breath new life into the 
department,” stated Peyrefitte 
while at the same time explaining 
that there is a sense of lawlessness 
and lack of control. Meanwhile the 
police department keeps adding 
Deputy Commissioners of Police, 
three most recently. “There are 
10 ACP’s, the Department is top 
heavy and nobody is feeling the 
leadership,” stated the Shadow 
Minister.

Speaking directly on the 
issue of the Minister himself, 
Peyrefitte stated that the minister 
only has one responsibility and 
he simply cannot handle it. “He 
has no respect from the police 
department, the citizenry or from 
those who should fear the national 
security aparatus.” He said.

On the Commissioner the 
Shadow Minister expressed that 
while Chester Williams may be 
a hard worker “he is simply not 
cutting it… the commissioner 
needs to consider stepping aside 
and giving way to new blood. The 
department needs to be shaken 
up!” stated Peyrefitte.

Most Murderous Year Ever!
Upper Command of Police 

Department Must Go!

Hon. Michael Peyrefitte
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Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 

ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that Massimo Marchi is applying for a new Shop Liquor License for 
the year 2022 to be operated at “Mystique Shop and Save” located 
at 4 1/2 Miles Philip Goldson Highway, Belize City, Belize District.

notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 
ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, that 
Gleidy Yocaris Sarceno is applying for the renewal of a Publican Special 
Liquor License for the year 2022 to be operated at “evania’s restaurant 
and Bar” located at 4191 Slim Lane, Belmopan City, Cayo District.

On Wednesday May 4, 
Supreme Court Justice Antoinette 
Moore sentenced a man to 15 
years in prison after he pleaded 
guilty manslaughter. While 
Deandre Guiffaro was sentenced 
to 15 years a year and 6 months 
were deducted for time he had 
already spent. He will now spend 
16 years and 6 months in jail.

On January 7th, 2020, 
Guiffarro along with his younger 
brother, a minor, broke into a 
house in Seine Bight Village in the 
Stann Creek District. They were 
walking on the beach between 
Itsana Resort and Roberts Grove 
Resort when they both decided 
to break into a two storey house. 
As the young men searched the 
house for valuables, the occupant 
of the house, Mexican National, 

Gabriel Guzman Cruz arrived to 
find them in the act. As he did, the 
minor managed to run off leaving 
Guiffarro behind, being held by 
Guzman Cruz. 

The two then got into a 
struggle during which Guiffarro 
grab hold of a knife and stabbed 
Guzman Cruz multiple times. 
According to the thief, this did 
not deter Guzman Cruz who 
then got hold of a machete and 
swung it at the intruder. This 
led to a further struggle during 
which Guiffarro managed to get 
hold of the machete and chopped 
Guzman Cruz to death. In a 
confession, Guiffarro said that 
as the man lay dying, he prayed 
the Our Father in Spanish until 
Guzman Cruz passed away. 

Killer Prays Our Father 
With His Victim Before 

Death

Deandre Guiffaro

A young footballer was killed 
inside a football stadium at the 
hands of a caretaker of the same 
venue. Shortly after 6 on Tuesday 
May 3, police were called to the 
Norman Broaster Stadium where 
they found 19 year old Chris 
Anthony Rodriguez suffering 
from multiple stab wounds to the 
body and bleeding from the neck. 
Police say the young man was 
along with his cousin, a 17 year 
old, playing football at the field 
when they were approached by 
the caretaker, 20 year old Fausto 
Teck. 

Teck asked them if they had 
any tickets to show if they had 
paid to enter the field to which 
they replied that they did not. 
With that they young men were 

asked to leave. As they were 
making their exit they met Teck 
near the steps of the compound 
during which Teck and Rodriguez 
got into an argument. While 
the two were struggling, Teck 
pulled out a knife and stabbed 
Rodriguez. He was taken to the 
San Ignacio Community Hospital 
where he was being treated until 
he died some 7 hours later. 

The entire incident has now 
raised some serious concerns 
about new fees for working 
out being levied on persons 
using public spaces under the 
control of the National Sports 
Council. There is argument that 
the move is counterproductive as 
it discourages the development of 
sports in the country. 

Killed For Using A Football Field

Chris Anthony Rodriguez
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
You’ve got every possible 

advantage in matters of the heart this 
week! You’ve got flirty Venus to thank 
for that, as she moves into Aries on 
Monday and will remain here through 
May 28. During this time, you will 
surely notice that you can simply feel 
more beautiful. You might have more 
of a desire to spend money on aesthetic 
items for yourself such as hair, makeup, 
or new clothing. You’re giving out a 
confident, independent, and sexy vibe 
where you certainly don’t need anyone 
but if you want someone, you can 
definitely put in the work and get the 
kind of relationship you want. Good 
for you!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Liberated. That’s exactly how 

you feel about romance these days, 
and because of that, you should not 
settle for anything in love that doesn’t 
honor the amazing individual you 
are. If someone isn’t seeing and fully 
embracing you, then don’t hesitate for 
a moment before cutting that person 
out of your life. The Sun in Taurus will 
make an electric conjunction to Uranus 
on Thursday, encouraging you to seek 
more romantic excitement. That said, 
since Venus moves into your hidden 
12th house on Monday, you might 
want to keep your scintillating romantic 
adventures to yourself. No one has to 
know your heart except you

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
There’s a grand intensification 

happening this week in your love life. 
Grand Jupiter, ruler of your partnership 
sector, will make a gorgeous link to 
Pluto, the planet of power, on Tuesday. 
Even if you want to keep what’s 
happening in your love life private, 
it’s unlikely to happen. The world 
could finally see you and your mate as 
a true power couple this week -- and 
you certainly are. Together, you have 
a chance to accomplish something 
amazing. Single? Venus enters your 
social 11th house on Monday. Getting 
out more with friends is the best way to 
broaden your romantic prospects!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
Expanding your horizons with 

your current or potential mate is sure 
to intensify the depth of connection 
you share. Jupiter and intense Pluto 
will connect beautifully on Tuesday, 
with Pluto in your relationship sector. 
Since Jupiter is in your 9th House 
of Intellectual and Spiritual Growth, 
it’s possible that you will be learning 
something new with your partner 
that intrigues the both of you. Single? 
You might be more focused on career 
accomplishments as Venus moves 
to the top of your chart on Monday. 
Ironically, this makes you extremely 
attractive. You’re a total boss now and 
that sexy, independent vibe you’ll give 
off is almost literally a love potion. 
Someone probably wants to drink it!

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
Erotic delights are yours! 

Flirtatious Venus and fantastical 
Neptune embrace in your 8th House of 
Intimacy, and then on Saturday, Venus 
and magnanimous Jupiter meet up in 
the same part of your chart. This offers 
you some extraordinary, blessed energy 
that can absolutely help you be more 
open and trusting when it comes to love 
and intimate matters. If your heart has 
been hurt in the past, you may find that 
this brings major healing and cleansing 
to you, allowing you to be open to new 
love. If you’re already in a relationship, 
you and your sweetheart are almost 
sure to enjoy a deepened physical 
connection based on pure love.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
A sexy, erotic encounter with 

someone who literally makes you weak 
in the knees is possible. On Monday 
Venus enters your 8th House of Intimacy 
and Depth, creating the potential 
through May 28 for a very enriched sex 
life. Even if you’re completely single, 
you could quickly meet someone with 
whom you share the most remarkable 
chemistry. It will feel fated. Coupled 
Virgos can enjoy plenty of blessings in 
their love connection also -- and will 
certainly have plenty of passion. Mars is 
in your partnership sector to add to the 

joy and makes a perfect link to Uranus 
on Wednesday. A sexual fantasy may 
come true -- whatever happens, it’ll be 
unforgettable.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
You’re about to enjoy a fabulous 

stretch of happiness in your love 
life! Beautiful Venus enters your 
partnership sector on Monday, where 
she’ll remain through May 28. If 
you’re already in a commitment with 
someone, then you and your lover are 
being gifted an opportunity to enjoy 
an extra harmonious phase over the 
coming weeks. If you’re casually 
dating someone, then this might signal 
a more serious commitment -- possibly 
even an engagement. Totally single? 
The love vibe is strong! All you have 
to do is put your desires out into the 
universe. Romantic prospects could 
unexpectedly come your way.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
You might be tired of romantic 

situations where you’re the one doing 
all the work. Once Venus enters your 
6th House of Service in self-directed 
Aries on Monday, you’ll probably 
change your tune. Instead of asking 
what you can do for someone you’re 
crushing on or in a relationship with, 
you might want to know what they 
are bringing to the table. Allowing 
another person to earn your love for 
a change might feel uncomfortable at 
first, but it should remind you that yes, 
you are worth it! No matter what your 
relationship status, this is also a week to 
expect the unexpected. Keep your eyes 
open for romantic possibilities.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
Your love life is literally about to 

catch fire! Venus enters your romance 
sector and sexy, passionate Aries on 
Monday. She’ll remain here through 
May 28, continually inviting you to 
go and get yours! Singles should have 
no problem making the first move. 
Don’t hesitate to let your crush know 
that you’re interested. If there is no 
one on your radar, don’t be surprised if 
that changes in an instant. Even if it’s 
the last thing on your mind, you may 
catch feelings for someone. Already 
connected? You and your sweetie are 
sure to enjoy plenty of fun date nights 
-- in and out of the bedroom. Yum!

Your Horoscope Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Whatever you think will happen 

this week in your love life, you might 
as well stop thinking of it! That’s 
because you’ve got so much erratic, 
unpredictable energy in your romance 
sector that there’s almost no possible 
way you can actually know. Chaotic 
Uranus will have a strong influence on 
you, since he’s moving through your 
true love sector and making a positive 
link to Mars on Wednesday. You might 
be ready to make a snap decision about 
your love life! In addition, you could 
hear unexpected but positive news 
from a lover or potential love interest. 
Then, on Thursday, the Sun and Uranus 
connect, inviting even more massive 
upheaval to your love life -- or maybe 
it’s simply an awakening.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Your thoughts and words could 
transform into something much more 
romantic. It’s not as if you’re about to 
sound like a cheesy romance novel, but 
you might have a touch more passion 
and courage that you are now able to 
communicate more than usual when 
it comes to the topic of your love life. 
With amorous Venus in Aries entering 
your communication sector on Monday 
and remaining there until May 28, that’s 
no surprise. Use your words to get 
what you want in love. It’ll be difficult 
for anyone to resist them! If you’re 
in a relationship, there might be an 
unexpected domestic upheaval between 
you and your lover on Thursday. Take 
it in stride.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Your libido may continue to be 

stronger than usual -- and your ability 
to get what you want is truly amazing 
these days! You can thank assertive 
Mars for that. He’s still touring Pisces, 
granting you the courage to be true to 
yourself -- but also to go after what you 
want. In addition, Mars and Uranus will 
be at a positive sextile on Wednesday, 
allowing you to find an outside-of-
the-box solution to a possible love life 
conundrum. Also, on Monday, Venus 
enters your realistic 2nd house where 
she remains through May 28. You 
love yourself enough not to settle for 
anything less than what you know you 
deserve. Bravo!
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The Ministry of Health and 
Wellness (MoHW), in partnership 
with the Pan American Health 
Organization/World Health 
Organization (PAHO/WHO), 
with funding support from the 
European Union (EU), recently 
held an official ceremony to 
launch the start of a series of 
training workshops on the Mental 
Health Gap Action Programme 
Intervention Guide (mhGap-IG) 
for primary care physicians and 
nurses from the four health regions 
(Central, Southern, Northern, 
and Western) throughout the 
country. 

Although there have been 
many substantial efforts in raising 
public awareness about mental 
health, there is still a stigma 
associated with mental health in 
the country. Moreover, as the fight 
against the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues, there has been an 
increasing demand in providing 
mental health services. This has 
brought attention to the significant 
shortage of psychiatrists and 
mental health care providers in 
Belize. With these mhGAP-IG 
training workshops, the health 
regions will be able to integrate 
mental health services into their 

primary care increasing access 
across the country. 

“As many as one in four 
(persons) has or will suffer 
from a mental health condition 
like anxiety stress, depression, 
substance use,” said Dr. Fidel 
Cuéllar, Deputy Director of 
Public Health and Wellness of the 
MoHW. “Belize has a population 
of about 410,000 people but 
only 16 psychiatr ic  nurse 
practitioners, five psychiatrists, 
and one psychotherapist. This 
means that mental health care 
is not readily available to the 
general population, and it is this 
gap that we are trying to close. 
Incorporating mental health care 
into the primary care setting is a 
sure way to provide mental health 
care to the population.”

Dr. Fidel Cuellar says that 
we need our nurses to be equipped 
to see persons requiring mental 
health care. “We are living a 
stressful time with COVID,” he 
said. 

The mhGAP- IG, an evidence-
based program developed by 
WHO, aims to scale up care 
for Mental, Neurological and 
Substance Use (MNS) disorders 
at the primary care level. It will 
enable primary care physicians 

and nurses, who are not mental 
health specialists, to detect and 
treat common mental health 
disorders as well as to know when 
to make appropriate referrals for 
specialized services. Training on 
mhGAP-IG, therefore, promotes 
the integration of mental health 
services at the primary care 
level, thereby, enhancing access 
to much-needed mental health 
services in the community.

“ I n d e e d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o 
health without mental health. 
Undertaking the roll-out of this 
series of mhGAP-IG training 
is, therefore, a step in the right 
direction,” said Dr. Edwin 
Bolastig, PAHO/WHO Health 
Systems and Services Advisor. 
“The delivery of mental health 
services in primary care is cost-
effective and efficient. Assuring 
person-centered mental health 
services that are integrated 
into primary care services help 
achieve our collective goal of 
achieving universal health access 
and coverage.”

Dr. Bolastig also confirmed 
that 75% to 85% with severe 
mental health disorders do 
not receive treatment in low-
income countries. Despite these 

Training Workshop For 
Mental Health Workers

Workshop participants

(Continued on Page 11)
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elections and Boundaries Commission
Belize, 3rd May 2022

addenduM

VILLaGe CounCIL eLeCTIonS, 2022
dISSoLuTIon oF VILLaGe CounCILS

The general public is hereby notified of the following changes to the below schedule for 
dissolution of the Village Councils.

orange Walk district

effective date

VILLAGES  CHANGE FROM: CHANGE TO:

San Carlos 

Fire Burn   12th June 2022 29th May 2022

Indian Church  

                                                            SIGNED:
   (OSCAR SABIDO PUGA)
     CHAIRMAN
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The Karl Heusner Memorial 
hospital has received a donation 
of an Accula PCR testing 
machine with cartridges. The 
donation comes from MedSafe, 
a pharmaceutical company in 
Belize. The equipment will be 
used for PCR tests. According to 
a release from the KHMH, the 
machine will ensure simplicity 
and efficiency in generating fast 
Covid-19 PCR results. 

It is valued at over $20,000 
and  was  handed  over  by 
MedSafe’s manager, Jessica 
Resendiz; Pharmacist Shreena 
Samuda, and Lab Technician, 
Dominic Jou.  A demonstration 
and training session was provided 
for all lab staff present. On hand 

to receive the donation was the 
CEO of the KHMHA Chandra 
Nisbet-Cansino and the KHMHA 
lab Manager Carol Landaverde.  

KHMH receives PCR 
Testing Machine

KHMH lab staffers and CEO received the PCR Machine

PCR Machine

The Chunox Policlinic has 
now officially been renamed to 
the Northern Medical Plaza Poly 
Clinic.

It is an issue that has raised 
some major concerns as the clinic 
was constructed with public funds 
under the past UDP administration 
and now it is serving to enrich a 
private enterprise. There are 
questions now being asked how 
exactly the clinic fits into the 
public system as a private entity 
has taken it over. There has 
been no public disclosure of the 
move and it is one that is having 

observers wonder whether this is 
just an outright abuse of a public 
asset.

It is noteworthy that one of 
the principals of the Northern 
Medical Plaza is actually the 
chairman of the National Health 
Insurance (NHI). The facility is 
now a private enterprise used to 
dispense NHI services for private 
gain. It reeks of corruption, 
especially because under public 
management, the same facility 
could have been used to dispense 
the same NHI services. 

Public Clinic Used 
for Private Gain

The renamed public facility
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Over the weekend a group of 
over 150 residents of Placencia, 
including tour guides, hoteliers, 
The Southern Enforcement 
Agency (SEA) and other citizens 
made their way to the last 
remaining Silk Caye in southern 
Belize. Their sole objective was 
to start to reclaim an area 200 
feet by 75 feet. Leader of the 
enterprise is tour guide Eworth 
Garbutt who told the Guardian 
that the initiative was literally a 
matter of survival for everyone 
on Placencia. He says he SEA is 
the co-manager of the caye and is 
fully involved in the project.

He says the island which 
is the last remaining of 3 cayes, 
known as the Silk Cayes range, 

has been eroding over the past 10 
years. The one previous to this 
one literally disappeared over the 
last 4 years. Now there is a race 
against time and the Caribbean 
Sea to mitigate the effects of 

climate change as rising waters 
have been steadily eating away 
at the sand on the caye. 

The work commenced on 
Saturday, April 30 and continued 
for two more days on the first and 
second of May. The intention is to 

create a seawall with rocks and fill 
the encircled area with sandbags 
and biodegradable material like 

coconut limbs, husks and shells 
up three feet from sea level. 
Thereafter another layer of sand 
will be placed to a one foot cap. 
Another component of the project 
is to bring in 10 picnic tables 

which are already on the site as 
well as to plant at least 10 coconut 
trees on the island. 

 Garbutt says that while he 
along with his group were doing 
the work to literally save Silk 
Caye, officers from the Coast 

Guard came on the island on three 
separate occasions to stop the 
work. Undaunted however, the 
work continued and while there 
was information that Garbutt 
was wanted by the police, when 

he made checks at the police 
station, there was no truth to 
what he had been told to him. 
Nonetheless Garbutt says he will 
continue the work and will not be 

deterred. What baffles him is that 
the authorities who are supposed 
to be safeguarding the caye and 
in fact helping in the endeavor 

are the ones actually trying to 
stop it. 

Still, Garbutt and his group 
says he will continue the work 
which he estimates will take 
another weekend.

For context and the great 
need for the work to be done 
is the fact that Silk Caye is one 
of only two (the other being 
laughing bird caye) remaining 
islands that can be accessed 
freely by Placencia villagers 
and those involved in tourism. 
All the other cayes are privately 
owned or have disappeared. For 
those stakeholders it is literally 
about their livelihood and Garbutt 
strongly states that it is a, “state 
of emergency.” The island is 
where guests, tourists and locals 
go for enjoyment. All the other 
islands like Ranguana Caye, 

Pumpkin Caye, Round Caye and 
Ray Caye are privately owned. 
Admission to these islands are by 
invitation only and are subject to 
restrictions.

The area, is known for the 
wonderful sea life including 
for viewing of turtles, rays, 
sharks and the plethora of fish 

The Race to Save The 
Last Remaining Silk Caye

Silk Caye is slowly eroding away

A retainig wall is being built which will be filled in 

Residents of all ages pitched in

The exercise included back breaking work
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The Second Annual Gian 
Gandhi memorial lecture was held 
on Thursday, with the cooperation 
of the Gian Gandhi estate and the 
University of Belize. The topic 
for discussion was The Current 
Situation of Belize’s Economy. 

The presentation began 
with a discussion by Joseph 
Waight, Financial Secretary in 
the Ministry of Finance since 
2007. He has had a career as a 
public officer with a combined 
experience of over 40 years. 

Waight posits in his lecture 

that Belize is in fiscal constraints. 
The foreign reserves remain 
intact despite COVID-19. But 
debt ratios are still too high, 
placing pressure on our external 
reserves.  “We have to be very 
careful how we spend,” he said. 

According to him, tourism 
continues to recover, but is still 
below 2020 levels. While tourism 
is the big leader, agriculture is 
also doing well. 

Waight stated that the war 
in Ukraine has had an impact on 
inflation with the concomitant 

rise in the price of fuel. “We 
are experiencing external shock 
right now with the oil prices,” 
he said. 

While the outlook for 2022 
is optimistic with a projected 
growth rate of 5.8%, inflation 
will have to be placed under 
continued scrutiny. 

With the rising prices of oil 
comes a rise in the price of food. 
A rise in the price of food places 
at risk the daily energy needs of 
low income persons. 

Joseph Waight also said 
that we must continue to fight 
against crime and corruption, to 
continue to attract foreign direct 
investment. At the same time 
we need to ensure that sufficient 
resources are allocated for the 
social protection of the most 
vulnerable. 

In the second portion of 
the lecture, Dr. Philip Castillo, 
assistant professor within the 
Faculty of Management and 
Social Sciences at the University 
of Belize spoke about the urgent 
need for pension reform.

H e  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t 
Government has an expenditure 
of 1.36 billion dollars and from 
this 462 million goes to personal 
emoluments. Public servants 
retire at 55 years and have a life 
expectancy of 74 years. Thus, 
every public officer represents 
a potential lifelong commitment 
for payment. Government spent 

38 million in its pension scheme 
in 2008 and that figure ballooned 
to 100.9 million in 2022. There 
was a 7% annual increase in 
the pension with $0.62 of every 
$1.00 of recurrent revenue going 
to pension and wages. 

“These percentage increases 
are clearly unsustainable,” 
says Castillo. With a degree 
in development studies, he 
recommends that the retirement 
age should be increased. Also, he 
maintains that a position should 
be taken to legislate mandatory 
pension contributions. “We need 
Government to set the stage,” he 
says. 

The Annual Gian Gandhi 
memorial lecture was held in 
honor of Gian Gandhi, who served 
as Belize’s Solicitor General for 
13 years. Gian Gandhi was born 
in an agricultural community 
in India in 1933. Both of his 
parents were teachers. He arrived 
in Belize in 1978 and his love 
for Belize was unquestionable. 
Vishan Nijan, grandnephew of 
Gian Gandhi reports to being very 
proud of his accomplishments. 
But one day in February 2015 the 
public servant with tremendous 
legal knowledge-- acquired in 
England-- did not show up in 
office as he would normally do. 
Gian Gandhi passed away on 
February 15, 2015.

Second Annual Gian Gandhi 
Memorial Lecture

Joseph Waight

trends, Belize is a pioneer in 
decentralizing health provision 
into the communities. Dr. Claudina 
Cayetano, who is now the PAHO 
Regional mental health advisor 
and has assisted with the current 
mhGAP-IG, advocated over the 
years for such decentralization. 

Attending the mhGAP-
IG workshop was Dr. Rahleel 
Jammal Elijio, a medical officer 
at the Belize Defence Force, who 
is looking forward to being a 
psychiatrist. He hopes that in the 
future there will be efficiency, 
in the delivery of better-quality 
services of health care. Iveth 
Quintanilla, Mental Health 
Coordinator at the Ministry of 

Health admits that there are 
challenges.

“We lack the amount of 
personnel that is necessary to 
provide the adequate resources 
in mental health, also we have 
limited infrastructure,” she says. 

The training obtained from 
mhGAP-IG, will strengthen the 
integration of mental health into 
primary health care, says Iveth 
Quintanilla. 

Traditionally very little of 
Belize’s Gross Domestic Product 
GDP has been dedicated to mental 
health. Despite these shortfalls, 
Belize’s mental health program 
has successfully lobbied over the 
years for mental health patients 

to have greater access to second-
generation medications such 
as Risperidone and Depixol, 
which bring very few pyramidal 
symptoms, to treat some of the 
most debilitating mental health 
conditions. Belizean psychiatric 
workers now have more in their 
medical toolbox to treat a gamut 
of psychiatric conditions thanks 
to Belizean taxpayers.  

Also, there is a widely 
shared myth that all mental health 
interventions are complex and 
can only be delivered by highly 
specialized staff. Evidenced-
based research has shown that 
when properly trained, using tools 
such as mhGAP-IG, primary care 

practitioners can successfully 
provide quality care in a non-
specialized health care setting, 
and help to raise community 
awareness about mental health.

Throughout the workshop, 
healthcare providers will learn 
about the principles of essential 
care for all people seeking health 
care, including those with MNS 
conditions, in their care. The 
mhGAP is a technical tool that 
enables the development of 
listening and communication 
skills using protocols for clinical 
decision-making. 

The workshop will host 
around 50 participants and it 
concludes in June 2022.

(Continued from Page 6)

Training Workshop For 
Mental Health Workers
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