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The Prime Minister of 
Belize, by his own admission, 
finds himself in the middle of a 
firestorm of controversy after he 
admitted on public media that he 
intervened for import procedures 
to be disregarded. During the 
newscasts of Monday, April 
24, Hon. Johnny Briceno freely 
admitted that he made a call to 
a forestry officer posted at the 
Northern Border to instruct that 
he break established importation 
protocols for plant products.

The background of the 
situation is one where a plant 
and flower supplier in the Corozal 
District was attempting to import 
63 different varieties of plants 

and flowers into the country. The 
plants being imported numbered 
1 thousand for each variety. The 
process met a snag after the 
Forestry Department flagged at 
least 7 of the plants as being listed 
under the CITES regulations 
where their importation required a 
permit from that department. The 
importer however had clearance 
from the Belize Agricultural 
Health Authority (BAHA) and 
thought that would be enough to 
allow for the importation of the 
63 thousand plants.

When that proved futile, 
the importer sought ministerial 
intervention and the Minister of 
Agriculture and Food Security, 

Jose Abelardo Mai did so. Even 
with that intervention however, 
the process could not be completed 
and Mai sought assistance from 
the Prime Minister, Johnny 
Briceno, who was called out 
of a meeting to make a direct 
call to the Forestry Officer at 
the Northern Border. Briceno 
claims he does not know who 
the person importing the plants 
was, however he says that he 
knows the person’s mother in 
law. Notably the mother in law is 
employed at one of the Briceno 
family’s gas station in Orange 
Walk. 

During his conversation with 
the officer, Briceno says he asked 
that procedures be broken and for 
the plants to be brought into the 
country and for any clarification 
to be done thereafter. According 
to Briceno, the officer did not 
take kindly to the request and 
stated that he would not comply 
and asked that the Prime Minister 
call his supervisor. He then hung 
up on the Prime Minister. For 
this, Briceno says the officer will 
be held to account.

In justifying his actions, 
Briceno has stated that he 

was simply trying to help a 
small entrepreneur. And while 
that may be the case, there is 
actually nothing small about 
this entrepreneur. The plants 
being imported amounted to 63 
thousand plants which would 
fetch a price of anywhere between 
$10.00 and $60.00 each. On 
average that would mean that 
each plant would sell for at least 
$35.00 each. That would bring 
the value of the importation to 
somewhere in the region of 2.7 
million dollars. In the end, the 
importer posted on Facebook 
that the importation was allowed 
to take place. So, it appears 
that through Prime Ministerial 
intervention an activity that has 
all semblance of it being corrupt 
was allowed to take place  

While that is one of the 
matters of concern, observers are 
now questioning how this will 
affect the country, especially as 
it relates to the Cites convention 
which we are a signatory to. 
Under the convention we are 
able to export endangered species 
such as the Queen Conch.

Prime Minister 
Sanctions Corruption?

Thousands of plants brought in via container truck
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The price of bread has now 
effectively been raised by 75 
cents. On Monday of this week, 
notices went out across the 
country that the price of bread 
would be increased. One of the 
notices states, “This message 
is from majority stakeholders 
of bakeries, announcing the 
increase of all shelf products due 
to an increase of raw materials 
and packaging. Majority of raw 
materials and packaging has 
increased by eighty percent.

Hence, we have requested 
and adjusted in the 16oz. slice 
bread and changes amongst other 
products.”

The decision to increase the 
price of bread is one that has been 
effected even before an official 

go-ahead. The price of the 16oz. 
sliced bread is controlled at $1.75 
and while government officials 
are stating that they have not 
sanctioned the increase, retailers 
are already charging $2.50 for the 
loaf of bread. 

The request by bakers to 
increase the price of bread was 
submitted to Government weeks 
ago, and in typical fashion, the 
Government has been slow to 
respond to the request, leaving 
bakers to make the arbitrary 
decision. 

The price of bread has now 
increased by 43 percent. And 
while the 16 oz sliced bread is 
the only regulated product, the 
increases are across the board on 
all other baked products.

16 oz Sliced Bread

Price of  Bread 
Increased

The Statistical Institute of 
Belize (SICB) has released the 
latest figures on inflation in the 
country and it shows that we are 
experiencing some of the highest 
increases in prices on basic 
commodities ever recorded. The 
data gathering organization states 
that over the past year there has 
been an overall national inflation 
rate of 5.7% on the cost of goods 
and services regularly purchased 
by Belizean households. 

Among the tracked products 
a pound of rice experienced a 
12.6% increase over last year. 
Whole chicken went up by 5.7%, 
meanwhile pigtails went up 
by a massive 69.85%. Other 
staple products that saw drastic 
increases include coconut oil 
which went up by 14.1% and 
vegetable oil which went up 

by 36.2%. Even the price of 
tomatoes saw a whopping 91.25%  
increase while Irish potatoes 
went up by as much as 35.4%. 
The drivers of the economy, 
Premium Gasoline went up by 
27.5 percent while Regular went 
up by 27.25%. Diesel is up by 
30.2% and Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas (LPG) is up by a massive 
34.2%

All combined, based on 
items that the SICB is tracking, 
inflation is now at an unbearable 
5.7%. Meanwhile, the PUP 
Government is doing absolutely 
nothing to alleviate conditions. 
Their take on fuel has more 
than doubled. And despite the 
price of fuel seeing a decrease 
internationally, the consumers in 
Belize and being taxed to death. 

Inflation At All 
Time High

All basic commodities have seen an increase

Three men have been 
arrested and charged following 
reports made by minors that they 
were sexually molested. In one 
of the incidents, a 7 year old told 
police that on the morning of 
April 4, 2022 her step grandfather 
who is 64 years old touched her 
inappropriately. She also told 
police that on another instance, 
the same individual attempted to 
have sexual intercourse with her. 
Following the report, a medical 
examination has concluded that 
the child was carnally known 
and her injuries were classified 
as grievous harm. 

In another incident a 28 
year old woman along with her 
6 year old daughter visited a 
police station to report that on 
April 11, the child’s 45 year old 

uncle took her into a bedroom and 
touched her inappropriately. An 
examination of the child has since 
revealed that she was carnally 
known and her injuries were also 
classified as Grievous Harm.

A third incident was reported 
on Saturday April 23 where a 15 
year old from the Orange Walk 
District reported to police that 
she and her sister were engaged 
in sexual relations with a 42 year 
old man whom they were living 
with. The girl told police that she 
was engaged in sexual contact 
with the farmer since October 
of last year. Police have since 
determined that the minor was 
carnally known. 

Police have since arrested 
and charged all three men in 
connection with the sexual 
crimes.

Children 
Being Raped
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Police have arrested and 
charged 47 year old fisherman, 
Devon Logan, with the crime of 
murder following the killing of 
33 year old Tracy Thompson who 
was stabbed to death in her home 
in Calcutta village in the Corozal 
District on Friday April 22.

Thompson, a shop attendant, 
was found inside her home with 
multiple stab wounds to the 
body early on Friday morning. 
Neighbors say that they heard the 
couple fighting the night before 
and they intervened and Logan 
left the home. They thought 

that was the end of it, however 
her body was found inside her 
home with multiple stab wounds. 
Logan reportedly broke into the 
house and stabbed her while her 
children were at home. He then 
made his escape.

Thompson had moved from 

Placencia to Calcutta village 
some two years ago to escape 
abuse at the hands of her common 
law husband but he would still 
visit her. Family members say 
she made multiple complaints 
to police however there was no 
relief for her, ultimately ending 
with her murder.

A man convicted of murder 
had a short spell of freedom 
after escaping from the dock. On 
Tuesday morning, Shane Bennett 
was found guilty of murder in the 
Southern Session of the Supreme 
Court. 

Just minutes after receiving 
the verdict, while a sentencing 
date was being set, Bennett bolted 
from the dock and was on the run 
for a few minutes before being 
quickly apprehended by police. A 
fast responding, police corporal, 
Gregory Cayetano chased Bennett 
and apprehended him not too far 
from the court building. In the 

process, Cayetano received a 
wound to his face. 

Ear l ie r  tha t  morn ing , 
Justice Antoinette Moore found 
Bennett guilty of the murder of 
Anthony Parks who was shot 
in Independence village on the 
morning of January 22, 2020. He 
survived the shooting, however 
Parks died three days later while 
undergoing treatment.

Sentencing has been set for 
June 25, 2022. 

The prosecution in the case 
was led by Senior Crown Counsel, 
Javier Chan, while Attorney 
Emerita Anderson presented the 
defense.

Murderer Makes A Brief Escape

Shane Bennett was captured shortly after making a run for it

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor License 

ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, 
that alice Massimo Marchi is applying for a new Shop Liquor License 
for the year 2022 to be operated at “Mystique Shop and Save” located 
at 4 1/2 Miles Philip Goldson Highway, Belize City, Belize District.

Domestic Abuse Ends in Murder

Tracy Thompson Devon Logan
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
A private love affair could be 

happening in your world -- and it’s 
not anything salacious. So much truly 
beautiful energy is colliding in your 
hidden 12th house, so much so that the 
most likely possibility is that a genuine 
spiritual love connection is yours! 
Now, if you’re single, this might be a 
pivotal week of manifesting. You can 
literally dream up the ideal partner, and 
by putting all of your faith into your 
vision, you may be able to truly make 
it real. If you’re in a relationship, then 
your sweetheart might be whisking you 
away on a surprise couple’s retreat. It’ll 
be unforgettable!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Your entire life might be about 

to be turned upside down -- all so you 
can land right side up! This Saturday, a 
Solar Eclipse in Taurus may leave you 
feeling ready for a major life change. 
You could do something completely 
radical, like decide to relocate to an 
entirely different area, move into a 
brand-new profession, or even begin 
a new romantic relationship. This 
might also reflect in your personal 
appearance, as you’re likely itching 
for a change. Whatever it is you do 
to reinvent yourself, it can instantly 
reinvent your love life as well. Get 
ready to start the next exciting chapter 
of your life -- and do your best to ensure 
that the right person is by your side.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Your status in love is about to 

fly high! What does this mean? Well, 
for starters, some of you might go 
from “single” to “taken”, engaged to 
married, or living alone to a domestic 
partnership -- all in the span of one 
week. You can appreciate the delightful 
embrace between Venus and Jupiter for 
this magic. Venus rules your romance 

sector, and Jupiter rules your partnership 
sector. These two encouraging planets 
will connect at the very top of your 
chart, which is the place that rules 
your reputation and status in life. 
Something about your current love life 
situation could make you stand out in an 
extremely impressive way. Enjoy!

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
Expanding your current horizons 

can lead you to extended romantic 
opportunities. Venus and Neptune 
embrace beautifully in your inspirational 
9th house on Wednesday. This creates a 
romantic vibe that is probably attached 
somehow to you trying to grow in 
some way. You might, for example, be 
compelled to travel internationally to 
explore your heritage by visiting the 
country your ancestors were originally 
from. If single, you could easily meet 
someone there with whom you share 
an instant soul connection. Already in 
a relationship? You and your sweetheart 
might want to travel together and find 
that this place feels just like home. It is!

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
Erotic delights are yours! 

Flirtatious Venus and fantastical 
Neptune embrace in your 8th House of 
Intimacy, and then on Saturday, Venus 
and magnanimous Jupiter meet up in 
the same part of your chart. This offers 
you some extraordinary, blessed energy 
that can absolutely help you be more 
open and trusting when it comes to love 
and intimate matters. If your heart has 
been hurt in the past, you may find that 
this brings major healing and cleansing 
to you, allowing you to be open to new 
love. If you’re already in a relationship, 
you and your sweetheart are almost 
sure to enjoy a deepened physical 
connection based on pure love.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Love and relationship matters are 

so sweet this week, you might feel like 
you’re on a sugar high! On Wednesday, 
Venus and Neptune will coordinate for a 
blissful conjunction in your partnership 
sector. Plus, Venus embraces lucky 
Jupiter in the same area of your chart 
on Saturday. This is as good as it gets 
in terms of love fulfillment potential, 
Virgo! If you’re in a relationship, then 
you can understand if you’ve won the 
jackpot in love. Your partner is simply 
extraordinary and may show massive 
levels of romantic love and divine 
spiritual connection with you. Single? 
You could easily meet your dream lover 
this week, thanks to this absolutely 
stunning line-up. Believe in romance!

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
A major jolt could strike your 

intimate world at any moment this 
week -- and it’s nothing you could 
ever predict. A powerful Solar Eclipse 
will fall in your 8th house on Saturday. 
This is the area of your chart connected 
to shared resources with another 
person, but not just material ones. The 
8th house represents psychological 
and physical sharing as well -- deep 
intimacy can be found here, and so can 
your greatest vulnerabilities. With that 
Solar Eclipse right next to shocking 
Uranus, you’re might experience a 
sudden new beginning in this area of 
your life. Buckle up: change is on the 
way!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Your relationship situation and 

love life storyline are about to take a 
dramatic turn! This Saturday, a Solar 
Eclipse will fall in your partnership 
sector -- and this is no ordinary Eclipse. 
It also conjoins Uranus, the planet of 
liberation, and sextiles Mars, the planet 
of action, now in your romance sector. 
With all these planets working together, 
a passionate and exhilarating romantic 
event is practically guaranteed to come 
your way. You’re ready to get out of 
your comfort zone and risk loving 
someone so completely that it actually 
leads to you feeling free -- possibly for 
the very first time. Keep an eye out for 
any amazing opportunities!

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
This week, home is truly where 

your heart will be. Between Wednesday 
and Saturday, Venus will embrace both 
Neptune and Jupiter in your domestic 
sector. This exquisite energy will 
definitely help bring blissful feelings 
between you and any relatives. In 
matters of the heart, it’ll be equally 
delicious. If you’re casually dating 
someone, THIS is the time to introduce 

Your Horoscope him or her to your clan. Your new love 
could seem to cast a spell on everyone 
in your family. If you’re already in a 
long-term relationship, then everything 
in your nest may be extra dreamy and 
romantic. Single? Say yes to a date with 
someone a relative wants to introduce 
you to. This could be love!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
This is the week to expect Cupid’s 

arrow to fly straight through your 
heart! A Solar Eclipse will land in your 
romance sector on Saturday, signaling 
major opportunities for new love. Since 
Luna in this Eclipse will also conjoin 
Uranus, the planet of sudden events, 
you will literally not know what hit you 
-- it will all happen so fast. If you’re in 
a relationship already, this could be a 
snap decision to have a baby with your 
mate or even a surprise pregnancy. 
Either way, you’ll likely feel extra 
blessed with the developments this 
week. They’re even more likely than 
usual to leave your heart filled with 
love and joy.

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
The level of healthy self-love you can 
have is truly admirable! Because of 
that, you’re also more magnetically 
attractive. Light and radiance are 
exuding from your spirit, thanks to 
Venus embracing both Neptune and 
Jupiter in your 2nd House of Self-
Worth this week. If you’re single, there 
is every chance that this feeling of 
personal love will draw someone to you 
who is just as whole, healthy, and ready 
for the real deal as you are. Already in a 
relationship? Your sweetheart is surely 
adding to your good vibrations! They 
probably feel like the luckiest person in 
the world to have you right now.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
You are radiating the highest 

vibration of love possible this week! 
Darling Venus is in your sign, and that 
alone speaks to the tremendous allure 
you’ve got. This week, Venus will 
embrace both Neptune and then Jupiter 
-- also in your sign. Venus is love and 
Neptune can act as a higher octave of 
Venus, which means it is unconditional, 
divine love. Together, this makes for 
genuine spiritual love and compassion 
you can show to everyone. With benefic 
Jupiter in the mix, it’s all expanded 
exponentially. Your heart is massive, 
and you have so much love to offer. 
You’re giving so much goodness out 
into the world, and it’s sure to come 
right back to you -- like a boomerang!

See News 
in the 

Making?
Call the Guardian 

Guardian
Newspaper 

207-5346
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death announcement 

It is with profound 
sadness that we announce 
the death of JULIE DALE 
FORMAN of lnglewood, 
California. Julie was born 
on July 24, 1960 in Belize 
City, Belize and passed 
away on April 16, 2022.

Julie was preceded in 
death by her dad, Arden W. 
Forman; her mom, Enid L. 

Forman and her brother Art 
T. Forman. 

Julie is survived by her 
daughter and granddaughter, 
Leisha and Makayla; her son 
and his family, Tristan,  his 
wife Cymone and daughter 
Giselle Green.

Julie is also survived by 
her 3 sisters: Mary Forman; 
Elsie Forman Barnett in the 
USA and Judith Forman 
Sutherland of Belize City, 
Belize; her brothers Arden 
(Al) Forman and Mark 
Forman in the USA. 

Julie developed and 
maintained a bond with 
her God, Jehovah. She 
knew that death was at her 
doorsteps but remained 
vigilant in her service to 
God. She also believed that 
Jesus will rule as King on 
earth where there will be 
no pain, suffering or death 
as recorded at Revelations 
21:4. She also believed 
about the resurrection hope, 
and restore paradise, which 
was intended for our first 
parents, but because of 
sin they lost out on that 
marvelous hope.

Belmopan –U.S. officials 
donated medical supplies funded 
through the U.S. Department of 
Defense Southern Command’s 
Humanitarian Assistance Program 
to the Karl Heusner Memorial 
Hospital (KHMH).

Bilateral Affairs Officer 
in the U.S. Embassy’s Security 
Cooperation Office Major 
Anissa Johnson presided over 
the donation ceremony, which 
Chief Executive Officer for the 
KHMH Chandra Nisbet Cansino 
attended. 

The donation, valued at 
US $40,000, includes catheters, 
sanitization items, isopropyl 
alcohol, sodium chloride, gloves, 
and biohazard containers. These 
items will assist with preventing 
and mitigating the impact of 
COVID-19 at Belize’s national 

referral hospital by ensuring 
proper sanitization and hygiene 
at the facility. “The United States 
government is committed to 
sharing our resources to continue 
helping Belize prevent and contain 
the spread of COVID-19 and 
other contagious viruses,” said 
Major Johnson. “As pandemic 
conditions remain fluid, our tactics 
must remain sharp and ready to 
ensure our children can get back 
safely to face-to-face learning and 
the economy can begin to recover 
in earnest.” Since the start of the 
pandemic, the United States has 
provided an estimated US $5 
million in COVID-19 assistance 
to Belize, including US $2.38 
million procured through the U.S. 
Embassy’s Security Cooperation 
Office.

U.S. Donates Medical 
Supplies For Fight 

Against COVID-19

U.S. SouthCom makes donation to KHMH

On Wednesday April 27, 
Hon. Ruben Campos was laid to 
rest in his hometown of Orange 
Walk Town during an Official 
Funeral. Hon. Campos,  one of 
the most avid supporters of the 
UDP passed away on Friday, 
April 22. He had been ailing from 
cancer and died as a result.

Campos, was a founding 
member of the UDP and was 
always active in party matters. He 
was a two time area representative 
and Minister in the Orange Walk 
District as well as being the 
Party’s Chairman. Among the 
multiple positions which he held 
within the UDP, he was also a 
national coordinator and overall 

organizer for the party.
A man of many talents, 

‘Rubio’ or ‘Negro’ as he was 
affectionately known, Campos 
was an endeared member of 
the United Democratic Party as 
he was a jovial and easy-going 
individual. He had an affinity 
for picture taking and tirelessly 
documented party occurrences 
through this medium.

Ruben Campos was always 
willing to assist in any matter 
UDP related and would often, 
without compensation, give his 
all to the betterment of the UDP. 
He will be forever missed within 
the UDP Family. 
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Friday April 22 was observed 
as Earth Day and in connection 
with the observance, the Belize 
Audubon Society once again 
encouraged Belizeans across the 
country to plant Mahogany trees 
to help the environment.

The organization says that 
they distributed over 500 trees 
to various individuals and groups 
with an additional 50 trees being 
planted in Red Bank Village. 
The activity is an annual one 
where Earth Day is celebrated 
by encouraging the greening 

of the country, through the 
planting of trees. According to 
the organization, “it’s one way 
to engage and get communities 
involved in the conversation and 
understanding of the power of 
trees and forests, not only for 
biodiversity conservation but for 
water security and climate change 
resilience.” 

This year some of the trees 
were sponsored by the BIOPAMA 
program. This is a donor which 
is supporting biodiversity and 
protected areas management over 
a 3 year period ending in 2023.

500+ Trees Distributed 
For Earth Day

Individuals and organizations were encouraged to plant trees

Residents from the Cayo 
District have teamed up in 
support of conservation and the 
environment. On Earth Day held 
on Friday, the San Ignacio and 
Santa Elena Child Advisory Body 
CAB planted trees along the 
Macal River. Adrianna Nazley 
and other CAB members spent 
Earth Day investing in flora that 
had been donated by Natividad 
Obando. 

On the following day, 
Saturday, San Ignacio and Santa 
Elena Queen Ms. Alessandra 
Valdez joined forces with the 
current reigning Queen of the Bay 
for Belmopan Ms. Jael Rivero in 
cleaning within the Town with the 
help of other volunteers. Mayor 

Earl Trapp Junior joined in the 
activity. Ms. Jael Rivero gave 
credit to the San Ignacio and 
Santa Elena Town Council for 
providing garbage bags, gloves, 
and refreshments. Members 
of the Belize Defense Force 
also provided transportation and 
helping hands.  

Earth Day is an annual 
event to demonstrate support 
for environmental protection. 
First held on April 22, 1970, 
it now includes a wide range 
of events coordinated globally 
by EarthDay.org including 1 
billion people in more than 193 
countries. The official theme for 
2022 is Invest In Our Planet.

Residents In Cayo Team 
Up In Support Of The 

Environment

SISE Community comes together for Earth Day
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A high-ranking official from 
Belize recently visited El Pilar. 
These visits highlight the food 
resources of the forest gardeners 
near that location and underscore 
the importance of the shared 
value of the culture and nature of 
the Maya forest.

Just before she departed for 
the UN Indigenous Forum last 
week, Cynthia Ellis Topsey joined 
Dr. Anabel Ford, the Director of 
the El Pilar Program for lunch. 
Accompanying Dr. Ford at the 
El Pilar field camp in Santa Elena 
was Ambassador of Belize to 
Guatemala Jose Alpuche. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  F o r d , 
discussing the value of El Pilar 
is building an interest, focused on 
food sovereignty and the wealth 
untold that is the forest and the 

gardens. This lunch was preceded 
by a visit to Pilar Poniente from 
Melchor, Peten, Guatemala, 
accompanied by principals of 
the community concession of El 
Esfuerzo and representative of 
the municipality and tourism. 

After the power lunch that 
focused on the great potential of 
El Pilar, the group went to El Pilar 
via Bullet Tree Falls. There, the 
tour focused on the grand public 
plazas of Nohol Pilar, the heights 
of the north Xaman acropolis, 
and the Tzunuun Maya house 
in its forest garden. The visit 
featured Master Forest Gardener 
Narciso Torres who is scheduled 
to receive the University of 
California’s highest award later 
this year.

El Pilar: A Shared 
Cultural And Natural 

Resource

L-R: Narcisso Torres, Cynthia Ellis, Jose Alpuche, Dr. Anabel Ford
Pro Organic Belize POB, a 

Western-based non-government 
organization, held its annual 
general meeting at the ‘Goodness 
Me’ center in San Ignacio Town 
on Saturday. POB seeks to reduce 
the use of pesticides in Belize’s 
food supply. By an overwhelming 
margin Robin Clarke, Beth 
Roberson, John Briggs, Dottie 
Feucht, and Mary Loan were 
voted in as new Board of Director 
members. 

Long-time member of POB, 
Mary Loan, coordinated the 
meeting on Saturday. 

As part of the agenda, 
mention was made of the Solaqua 
Project, a hydroponic operation 
in Caye Caulker. The Belize Ag 
Report, Belize’s most complete 
agricultural publication, was 
mentioned as a Gold Sponsor 
($600.00) of POB. Next came The 

Bluff, a recreational center on the 
Cristo Rey Road recognized as a 
Bronze sponsor. 

POB is looking forward 
to doing testing for pesticide 
residue. Such activity is done in 
Guatemala but the fees are high 
say board members. 

At the meeting on Saturday, 
the production of compost was 
encouraged. Compost can be 
made from table scraps. It was 
advised that seaweed was a good 
fertilizer but it had to be desalted 
and allowed to dry. The use of 
rice husks as part of the compost 
was also mentioned. 

Upcoming speakers at Pro 
Organic Belize will include 
Ed Boles Ph.D. who will be 
discussing the saving of Belize’s 
water on May 7th. Dr. Ed Boles, 
an Aquatic Ecologist, made a 
similar presentation in 2001.

Pro Organic Belize 
Holds AGM

Mary Loan is a new member of the Board of Directors at Pro Organic Belize
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Elections and Boundaries Commission
Belize, 27thApril 2022

dISSoLuTIon oF VILLaGe CounCILS

WhereaS, Section 10 (1) of the Village Councils Act Chapter 88 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 
2020, provides that the Elections and Boundaries Commission shall, at least seven days before any general 
election of members of the council becomes due under the provisions of this Act or any regulations made there 
under, dissolve that council, by Order published in the Gazette and on the radio;

and WhereaS, the general election of members of those Village Councils set out in the Schedule hereto 
becomes due on the 29th May 5th June and 12th June 2022.

noW ThereFore, in exercise of the powers conferred upon it by the aforesaid Section 10 of the Village 
Councils Act, the Elections and Boundaries Commission hereby dissolves the Village Councils set out in the 
Schedules hereto effective15th May 22nd May and 29th May 2022 respectively.

as from the said 16th May 23rd May and 30th May 2022 respectively, the following provisions shall apply 
in accordance with Section 11 of the said Act: - 

(a) subject to the following paragraphs of this section, the members of the council shall from the date of 
the dissolution vacate their offices;

(b) all the powers, duties and liabilities of the council shall, until the constitution of a new council,be 
exercised, performed and discharged by the persons who held the posts of chairperson,secretary and treasurer 
of the council immediately before the dissolution; and

(c) all property belonging to or vested in or in the occupation of the council shall, during the period 
aforesaid, vest in and be in the occupation, control and management of the persons indicated in paragraph (b) 
of this section.

daTed this 27th day of april 2022. 

         SIGned:
   (oSCar SaBIdo PuGa)

ChaIrMan
eLeCTIonS and BoundarIeS CoMMISSIon

VILLaGe CounCILS 
dISSoLVed WITh eFFeCT 

FroM 15th May 2022
CoroZaL dISTrICT
Concepcion 
San Victor
Yo Chen
Chunux
Progresso
Copper Bank
Patchakan
Sarteneja
Xaibe
   

oranGe WaLK
dISTrICT

San Luis                                                                    
Douglas
San Pablo
San Jose
     
BeLIZe dISTrICT  

 La Democracia
Gracie Rock
Biscayne
Gardenia
Crooked Tree   

  
 

CaYo dISTrICT
Yalbac
La Gracia
Los Tambos
Duck Run III 
ToLedo dISTrICT
Corazon Creek 
Dolores
Otoxha
San Lucas
MonkeyRiver
Punta Negra

VILLaGe CounCILS 
dISSoLVed WITh eFFeCT 

FroM 22nd May 2022

 CoroZaL dISTrICT 
 Cristo Rey   
 San Narcisco

 Buena Vista 
 

oranGe WaLK
 dISTrICT
Chan Pine Ridge
 
BeLIZe dISTrICT  

        Gales Point  
Freetown Sibun
Burrell Boom
St. Paul’s Bank
Willows Bank

CaYo dISTrICT 
San Marcos
Selena
Teakettle
Ontario   
    

STann CreeK 
dISTrICT

Georgetown
    
ToLedo dISTrICT
Cattle Landing
Eldridgeville
Forest Home
Santa Ana
Bladden
Bella Vista
Trio
San Pablo

VILLaGe CounCILS 
dISSoLVed WITh eFFeCT 
FroM 29thMay 2022

 
CoroZaL dISTrICT 

  
Libertad
  

oranGe WaLK
dISTrICT

Carmelita
   

BeLIZe dISTrICT
Maskall
Bomba
Corozalito
St. Ann’s
Mahogany Heights
St. George’s Caye  

   
 
CaYo dISTrICT
San JoseSuccotz
San Antonio
Esperanza
Cotton Tree
St. Matthews
Franks Eddy
More Tomorrow

ToLedo dISTrICT
San Jose
NaLuum Ca
Jacintoville
Laguna
San Felipe
San Marcos
Yemeri Grove
San Pedro Columbia

SCheduLe
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