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The People’s United Party 
will be holding their budget 
presentation on Tuesday March 
15. And as they do so, there 
are plans in place to have a 
demonstrat ion against  the 
administration. It is the first time 
that such an event will be taking 
place after the Covid pandemic 
hit. 

With the relaxation of the 
protocols, those organizing the 
protest are hopeful that they will 
be granted the permission to 
go to the National Assembly in 
Belmopan to demonstrate against 
some serious national issues 
plaguing the country. Among 

those are the unbearable increases 
in fuel prices as well as the 
uncontrollable crime situation. 

The  demons t ra t ion  i s 
expected to begin on Tuesday 
morning in Belmopan and will 
coincide with the second budget 
presentation by the Briceno 
administration. 

An advert states that it is, 
“Calling on all Belizeans from 
Corozal to Toledo from Benque 
Viejo to San Pedro,  join in 
the “Movement of the People 
Demonstration to  Save the 
Nation”.

Tuesday, March 15th from 
10:am to 2:00 pm in front of the 

National Assembly Building in 
Belmopan. 

Cal l ing  especia l ly  on 
Teachers,  Public Officers Cane 
farmers, unemployed fathers and 
single mothers.

Calling on the BNTU, 
the PSU and all other workers 
Union. 

Calling on the political 
parties, the business community, 
bus operators, the churches, the 
NGO community and Belizeans 
everywhere, join in the protest 
action as the Nation demonstrates 
against the raising cost of living, 
increasing cost of fuel, crime 
and unemployment. Demanding 

the immediate and retroactive 
reinstatement of the 10% salary cut 
and the immediate unfreezing of 
increments, Rampant corruption 
and nepotistic appointments.

Whatever is your issue of 
concern, write it on a placard to 
show that you have had enough. 
Organize you community, your 
family and your friends. Each one 
bring out a crowd.

United we are stronger, 
Come out and join “The People’s 
March on Belmopan” Tuesday, 
March 15 from 10:am to 2: pm.  

The time to be heard is now 
before it’s too late.

Budget Day Demonstration

A breakdown of taxes on 
fuel provided to the Guardian 
by someone in the fuel business 
shows that the Government of 
Belize’s take on fuel is as much as 
77%. The spread sheet shows us 
that on March 1, when Premium 
Fuel is acquired it is at $7.27. 
This price includes margins that 
are added by the importer and 
retailer. After taxes, that cost goes 

up to $12.90 showing a$5.63 
increase in the price. All of this is 
the Briceno administration’s tax 
on that one particular fuel. When 
calculated, that adds up to some 
77% of the cost being attributed 
to taxes.

For Regular it is acquired 
at $7.55, by the time it makes 
it to the pumps it has on an 
additional $5.29 tacked on to it. 

That represents a 70% increase 
by way of taxes. Then for Diesel, 
it goes from $7.60 to $12.06 
marking a 59 percent taxation on 
that fuel. 

Our source provided us 
with similar calculations for the 
fuels back in 2013. At that time 
Premium inclusive of margins 
was at $7.50. Government’s 
take then was $3.75 which is 
some 50% of the cost. Regular 
inclusive of margins was at 
$7.61 and had $3.24 added in 
taxes. That represents 42.56% of 
the cost being taxes. For Diesel, 
inclusive of margins it stood at 
$8.15 and government’s take was 
$2.62 or 32.15%.

The comparison is instructive 
since the acquisition price of 

fuel both in March of this year 
and January of 2013 are almost 
identical yet the cost of the fuel 
products are significantly greater. 
It simply proves that the Briceno 
administration is devoid of any 
ideas on revenue generation and 
always fall back on fuel to make 
up any financial needs.

This kind of over taxation 
of such an essential commodity 
is actually crippling the economy 
with inflation now reaching never 
before heard of levels. With that, 
the cost of living is also being 
pushed up to the point where it 
is almost unbearable. 

GOB takes 77% in Taxes on Fuel

Price of Fuel in January of 2013
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On Friday March 4, the 
Government of Belize issued a 
press release in which it claimed 
that the day before, on March 3, 
that, “Justice Sonya Young had 
struck down an application for 
judicial review filed by Senator 
Michael Peyrefitte and the United 
Democratic Party in connection 
with the Microsoft contract, 
awarded by the Government of 
Belize through tender, to SMART 
Belize Limited.”

Filled with absolute lies, 
the release goes on to say that, 
“Justice Young found that the 
BZ$3.4-million-dollar contract 
awarded to SMART for Microsoft 
365 licenses for a period of one 
year was validly and rationally 
entered into with the government. 
Additionally, she noted that the 
bid was the lowest and that there 
was no bias or appearance of 
bias associated therewith. Justice 
Young further underscored the 
importance of competition for the 
benefit of the Belizean people.”

Taking issue with the 
statement by the Government, 
Hon. Michael Peyrefitte has 
publicly called out the Briceno 
administration for the outright 
lies that the statement contained. 
He said that there was absolutely 
no truth to what was being said. 
He noted that in fact the judicial 

review was actually granted.
Based on a copy of the 

judgment  secured  by  the 
Guardian, the Judge was none 
too kind in her decision. In it she 
stated that “section 18(2) has 
been breached which is a most 
serious matter. The Court will 
not be seen to condone behavior 
of this kind particularly in the 
procurement process where the 
built-in safeguards are intended 
to ensure accountability, protect 
the fairness and transparency of 
the process and the proper award 
of contracts.

The role of the contractor-
g e n e r a l  i s  n o t  o n e  o f 
insignificance. Where he is not 
allowed to perform, as the statute 
requires an entire protective layer 
is demolished. Each house of 
the National Assembly may be 
denied the opportunity to openly 
debate a contract which he finds 
has failed to meet the required 
standard. This denial is not to be 
condoned. 

But the Court appreciates all 
that was said by Senior Counsel 
for both the Defendant and the 
Intervenor Smart!. The test of 
whether a section invalidates 
is far more flexible than it was 
before. The emphasis is no longer 
on the mandatory wording but 
rather seriousness of the breach 

and the effect it may cause. 
This breach is serious, 

but the section does not say 
it will invalidate the contract. 
Significantly, nowhere in the 
FARA [Finance and Audit 
Reform Act] does it say what 
will happen to a contract which 
is signed before it is or which is 
never submitted for scrutiny. The 
offender may suffer the peril of 
criminal prosecution, but what 
of the contract. If these contacts 
could all be invalidated that could 
cause serious problems not only 
to the Government but also to 
the other party or parties to the 
contact and how fair would that 
be generally. 

I am of the view that if 
Parliament intended that a 
contract which was not submitted 
to the Contractor General would 
be invalid it would have said so 
clearly as was said in section (7). 
I am not convinced that a contract 
signed in breach of section 18(2) 
of the FARA renders it invalid. 

The ques t ion  remains 
whether the Court ought to 
exercise its discretion to quash. 
The Contract has been in effect for 
seven months. The taxpayers are 
the ones who will suffer most if 
this Contract is quashed as monies 
have already been paid out and 
services provided. How would 

Finance and Audit Reform Act Breached 
by Government in SMART Contract

the GOB recover those funds 
under such circumstances? The 
Digi cancellation of a three month 
extension tells an impressive tale 
from which lessons ought to have 
been learnt. And if GOB were 
able to recover the funds what 
position then would that leave 
Smart in. 

I can not find any useful 
purpose which would be served 
by granting a quashing order. 
The Claimant’s interest could be 
vindicated through a declaration 
and a purposeful cost order. 

Ordinarily, where a party 
is successful in part his cost 
may be reduced accordingly. 
This Claimant was successful 
in part and in circumstances 
where the Defendant had made 
a concession. However, this 
Application was important. It was 
brought to test compliance with 
the procurement provisions of 
the FARA amidst allegations of 
bias which were not frivolous. It 
reminds the Government that they 
are being scrutinized and recourse 
would be sought when deemed 
necessary. For this reason, the 
Claimant shall have his full cost 
fit for one Senior and a junior.”

Thereafter, Justice Young 
gave leave for the application for 
judicial review to be pursued. 

There are multiple complaints 
coming from across the country 
as the People’s United Party 
Government is arbitrarily taking 
away road service permits to run 
buses across the country to give 
them to their party cronies. 

One such victim is Bert 
Ramos who has been providing 
the service to commuters to and 
from Ladyville and surrounding 
areas. Ramos told the Guardian 
that his permit was up on March 
7 of this year. As is customary, he 
went in to renew his runs only to 
be told that the process of renewal 
had been changed. He was told 

that the only way that bus runs 
can be given to him is if he gets 
a recommendation from his area 
representative. Following up 
on the new procedures, Ramos 
told us that he visited his area 
representative only to be told that 
he would no longer get the runs. 
In a most cold manner, the area 
representative told him that she 
would not recommend him since 
her people needed to eat. 

With that, a company which 
had been operating for 12 years 
went defunct. Ramos says he is 
now selling all his buses since he 
is unable to get runs for them.

Similar stories are being told 
across the country with providers 
being hacked without any valid 
reason other than representatives 
simply saying that they would not 
longer get their runs. 

Meanwhile persons who 
are granted the new permits are 
unable to service those runs. One 
particular case is where a police 
run from Belize City to Orange 

Walk and Corozal was given to 
a Minister’s driver. The service 
only lasted for a couple of months 
and the bus is now parked in 
Ranchito village, not being able 
to move. Meanwhile, the driver 
is still receiving his payments 
and police officers who were 
dependent on the transportation 
are being left on the road side 
to hitchhike at ungodly hours of 
the night.  

Bus Operators Losing Licenses to PUP Cronies

See News 
in the 

Making?
Call the Guardian 

Guardian
Newspaper 

207-5346
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Psalm118  reads:  This is the 
Lord’s doing, it is marvelous in 
our eyes.  Herbert Carton Panton 
is the Lord’s doing and he will 
always be marvelous in our eyes. 
He isand will always be the love 
of life.  Hewas, in every sense of 
the word my soul mate and best 
friend.  

You have heard from all those 
who spoke before me that Herbert 
was a loving, doting father to our 
two beautiful daughters Hope 
Robyn and Adreanna Maud.  
He was a cherished son and 
brother; a caringuncle and cousin; 
atrustedmentor and friend.  
Herbert loved his family andhis 
friends who became family with 
every fiber of his being.  Hope 
Robyn and Adreanna Maud be 
assured that you are the wind 
beneath his wings even in his 
death.  He loved you both in a 
way that I know was hard for 
him to express in words.  (Even 
though one knows his had no 
trouble with the English language 
or Spanish for that matter).  This 
love that I speak about was adeep 
love, a soul love that consumed 
him daily.

Hope Robyn you brought 
him immense joy (and maybe 
a little trepidation) but because 
of you he worked at becoming 
a better version of himself every 
day. The memories you created 
together are etched in his heart 
forever: ponytails, homemade 
birthday cakes, lunch dates; 
visits to Lirese’s Garage; Cox 

Tire Shop, Chi Chi’s Kitchen in 
Cayoand to Journey for a game 
or two of fetch.  You were two 
peas in a pod.  Herby Jr as so 
many affectionately refer to you 
as you are so much like Dad. 
His mannerisms, his wit and 
charm, his warm and enduring 
smile, his kind heart, his colorful 
personality, his positive energy 
that radiates from within. As you 
so beautifully articulated:  He is 
you and you are him.

Adreanna Maud you made 
him immensely proud. You 
were a bright light in our lives 
together. Dad was awe-struck 
by your stubborn determination 
you bravely navigated whatever 
circumstances life brought your 
way.  (It is amazing to me that 
in so many ways you were 
such a carbon copy of him).  I 
can vividly recall when he was 
studying in Guyana and you had 
to go to St Louis for surgery at 
the tender age of 10. It broke his 
heart that he could not be there 
with you for every step of that 
journey.  He called every single 
daywanted to know of every 
detail of every day. Even though 
he was in the thick of things 
preparing for his 1st year exams, 
wild horses could not keep him 
away when it was time for you 
to have your surgery.  He needed 
you to know that he would protect 
you, care for you and love you 
no matter what.  And then, when 
you decided to pursue  tertiary 
education in Newfoundland, he 
had no understanding why you 
needed to go to the “Edge of the 

World” so very far way from him.  
Even though it was hard for him 
to release you into an uncertain 
world; he admired your tenacity 
and quiet courage.

As a family we shared many, 
happy memories together and 
these are the memories that will 
both sustain us and bring us joy 
as we write the next chapters of 
our lives without his physical 
presence.

Herbert loved his country.  
He saw her potential and was 
unyielding in doinghis part to 
ensure that Belize could arrive 
to her fullest potential. His vision 
for Belize was extraordinary yet 
simple:  He envisioned a Belize 
that would become a beacon of 
light for the rest of the world 
simply by the way she treated her 
citizens.  A Belize that would be 
a safe and nurturing environment 
for the most vulnerable.  A Belize 
that would afford those who had 
been marginalized to enjoy the 
fundamental rights and freedoms 
outlined in Belize’s Constitution. 
(I believe this is what he was 
most passionate about the law). A 
Belize where our young Belizeans 
could dream BIG DREAMS and, 
actually, achieve them. 

Herbert lived fully alive 
every day he shared this time 
space with us.  He marched to the 
beat of his own drum.  He lived 
and he died by his own terms.  
There are so many lessons we can 
take from his life.

He lived with humility.  Yes, 
he enjoyed the finer things in life 
(hey he had me) but he had no airs 

about him. 
He valued humanity.  He 

loved others unconditionally. He 
was the most kind and generous 
souls I have ever met.

He was brutally honest.  He 
spoke his truth and he spoke it 
loudly and clearly.  He stood on 
the strength of his convictions 
whether they were popular or 
not.

Hebert may not have been 
everybody’s cup of tea but he 
was unapologetically himself. 
This took strength of character, 
uncompromising integrity,and 
courage.  He protected his 
family,with great personal 
sacrifice, until he made his 
transition.  I have a hunch he will 
continue to do so in the spiritual 
realm.

Herbert did not suffer fools 
lightly.  He reminded me that 
truth was the ultimate defense.  
Whatever anyone had to say about 
him or whatever any thought 
about him was true, there truth; 
and therefore, could not hurt him 
or hurt us.  He would not allow 
it. 

He also counseled that 
we ought NOT to worry about 
the intentions of others or 
be concerned whether their 
intentions were genuine or pure 
for the Hand of the Universe sees 
everything.  Instead, he advised, 
that it we best to use one’s energy 
to remain true to oneself; to shine 
our light so that its hue could 
help us to navigate the path we 
were each created to take; and 
that everything we need to know 

THE FINAL FARWELL TO THE 
LOVE OF MY LIFE

Herbert Carton Panton
March 9th, 2022 

By Tracy Taegar Panton
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BRANCH MANAGER, SOUTH
JOB SUMMARY
The Branch Manager is responsible for the overall management of the branch operations inclusive of a loan portfolio, generating new business in support of the Corporation’s annual objectives, lead and develop 
a high performance team and manage customer relations. The Branch Manager also represents DFC in local community through active participation in community a�airs and participates in marketing of the 
Corporation’s products and services.

QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE
1. A Bachelor’s Degree in Economics, Agricultural Economics, Finance or related �eld.
2. At least �ve years of branch management experience at a Financial Institution. 
3. At least �ve years of experience in loan underwriting. (Experience in management of developmental loans/projects would be an asset).
4. Certi�cate in Supervisory Management along with at least 3 years of experience in e�ectively leading people. 

REQUIRED SKILLS & ABILITIES
1. Knowledge of DFC’s role as a development bank and its contribution to national economic development.
2. Superior communication skills – written, verbal, and inter-personal.
3. Mature and independent in judgment.
4. Results driven and customer focused.
5. Strong analytical skills. 
6. Leadership and people-management skills.
7. Pro�cient in MS O�ce Suite and familiar with new channels used for mass communication.
8. Ability and willingness to travel, as required. This requires the possession of a privately owned motor vehicle and valid driver’s license. 
9. Working knowledge of Spanish.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Lead all operational aspects of the Branch including administration, customer service, human resources, and marketing.
2. Process, review and approve loan applications based on authority, policies and procedures. 
3. Maintain a quality loan portfolio to obtain the Branch’s portfolio growth objectives.
4. Authorize loan disbursements and cash payments as per approved policies. 
5. Provide direction to employees by e�ectively communicating job expectations, evaluating job performance, provide training and coaching,  

and maintain a motivated and high-performing team.
6. Develop the branch’s annual objectives and budgets, and meet targets.
7. Implement the Branch’s marketing plan to meet annual goals and targets.
8. Network to improve the presence and reputation of the Branch and the Corporation.
9. Adhere to high ethical standards, and comply with all company policies, regulations, and laws applicable to carrying out duties and 

responsibilities.
10. Other related duties.        

1. Letter of Application
2. Curriculum Vitae
3. Copy of most recent quali�cation
4. Three (3) Letters of Recommendation (no older 

than six months) – two of which must be 
professional references

5. Copy of Social Security Card
6. Police record (no older than six months)

ACT NOW

VACANCY
Join our exciting team!

Submit application
with reference Application for Vacancy:

Branch Manager, South
 to: 

Manager
Human Resources and General A�airs

Development Finance Corporation
P. O. Box 40 | Belmopan | Belize, C.A.

Applications may be submitted electronically by 
email to: vacancies@dfcbelize.org 

DEADLINE:
MARCH 16, 2022

There is a threat by bus 
drivers in the country who say 
they are preparing to strike within 
the next few days. They have taken 

the position after they approached 
the Ministry of Transport asking 
that they be granted a raise in the 
cost of fares. The request is for a 

25% increase and they say this 
will only have them break even 
on the expenses of running their 
buses. However the request was 
met with strong resistance from 
the Department and they have 
been denied the increase. 

The bus operators say that 
with the ever-increase cost of 
fuel, they can no longer afford 
to be absorbing the additional 
costs. They say that every sector 

of society has received some 
level of consideration as a result 
of the pandemic with them being 
the exception. 

While the bus owners are not 
putting a date as to when they will 
not run, they say it is imminent of 
they are unable to get an increase 
in their fares. 

It is noteworthy that the bus 
industry has sparked multiple 
instances of civil unrest.

Bus Owners Prepare to Strike

Bus owners say they can no longer keep absorbing fuel costs
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Traffic Fatality in Cayo
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Traffic Fatality in Cayo

Herbert Carton Michael 
Panton, The Govna, Haggie... 
H e r b i e . . .  t h e  c o m m o n 
denominator.

It has not been but the past 
couple of days that has made me 
reflect on the friendship that I and 
all who are here present shared 

with Herbert Panton. Listening to 
the many stories of his interactions 
with you all, I have come to 
determine that he was a common 
denominator, in plain language, 
he was someone we all shared. 
In his extraordinary way he was 
able to find common ground with 

every single individual whom he 
crossed paths with and somehow 
became endeared to him.

He walked the life that many 
could not even begin to imagine. 
His ability to relate to people 
made him almost supernatural. 
Look around you and see who it 
is that were his friends. He ran 
through the entire spectrum of 
society.

His  f r iends ,  in  whom 
he was well pleased, were 
judges, lawyers, doctors, taxi 
men mechanics, policemen, 
politicians, editors (yours truly), 
contractors, fishermen, coconut 
sellers and the list can go on. 
How many of us can boast such 
a repertoire of friends?

And when he had friends 
they were friends indeed.

If at all possible, who here 
would not give an arm or possibly 
a leg to see him return? That is 
the measure of the man! He was 
a friend with whom we shared 
many a good times. But it was 
not only good times, we also 
shared difficult ones, sorrowful 
times, challenging times and 
yes, confidential times. And it 
is because of this we found that 

Herbie, the Govna, was our friend 
and more so, our confidant.

Often times while we were 
at gatherings, I would, as well as 
others, notice as he was pulled 
away to a quiet corner and 
would see someone pouring out 
there hearts to him. They would 
quietly seek counsel, advice, 
give him a private joke or ask 
him permission. That was who 
he was.

For some unknown reason, 
people wanted to pour out their 
hearts to him. And it is because 
he was always willing to listen, 
and more importantly, to help, 
that he had this kind of magnetic 
personality. 

From these daily interactions 
he would really get to know 
people. For this and many many 
extraordinary qualities that Herbie 
possessed, we will miss him.  

Now he can truly say 
“Present at thy table Lord.”

But for us, he is treating us 
like suck cashew, he is treating 
the puppy like a full grown dog- 
with mange and we can’t find 
the bun oil. You are now gone 
Govna…. Rest in Peace… Kilich 
Kalach!    

Remembrance for Herbert Panton
by Alfonso Noble

Herbert Panton
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
This might be a week where you 

feel divided in matters of the heart. 
On the one hand, you’ll likely have an 
opportunity to do something you’ve 
never done in order to get something 
you’ve never had. It all sounds thrilling 
and impossible to resist, but upon 
closer examination, you might begin to 
wonder if you’re only fooling yourself. 
Ponder if this situation is something 
that actually makes sense. Fairy tales 
may or may not have a happy ending, 
but you also don’t want to set yourself 
up for disappointment if your heart 
is telling you something is wrong. 
Listen!!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
Your friends might not be the best 

group to listen to when it comes to your 
love life at this time. Although well-
meaning, any advice they give you is 
more likely to be based on projection 
or their own unrealistic expectations 
in matters of the heart. There seems to 
be an inability for any pal to see your 
romantic situation for what it truly is. 
Instead, they are seeing it through their 
own, cloudy lens. Why ask for trouble? 
If you really need advice this week 

about love, consider asking someone 
you know professionally. Believe it or 
not, what they say may make sense a 
lot of sense!

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Your views on romance could 

change this week. With both Venus and 
Mars now in progressive Aquarius and 
your 9th House of Beliefs, you may find 
yourself asking questions about styles 
of love in the public as a whole. For 
example, you might find yourself more 
and more open to exploring alternative 
romantic connections that don’t align 
with traditional labels. This could be 
partly due to what you see as society 
itself changing its paradigm on love 
and relationships. You are probably 
tired of locking yourself into what your 
parents or grandparents expected love 
to look like! Nope, you’ve got your own 
plans -- and now you can take action 
on them.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22 
You and your potential or current 

partner are practically sure to enjoy some 
extra sizzle in your intimate life. The 
two of you might be interested in a little 
bit of experimentation in the bedroom, 

but it’s likely neither one of you wants 
to be the first to actually speak up. If 
that’s the case, why not take the brave 
approach and make the first move? 
You may feel pleasantly surprised 
to see just how much your partner is 
up for something that really intrigues 
you! In other news, if you’re single 
and looking for a new love, you’ll gain 
some powerful mental manifestation 
ability once Mercury enters Pisces on 
Wednesday. A vision board of your 
ideal relationship is a perfect idea!

L e o  J u l  2 3  –  A u g  2 2 
You’re about to set out on a 

great run in the love department! The 
cosmic lovers, Venus and Mars, are 
both moving through your partnership 
sector to create a superb vibe that’s 
sure to help you spice up an existing 
love connection or, if you’re currently 
flying solo, lead someone new your 
way. If you are attached, the chemistry 
between you and your lover is off the 
charts -- you’ll want to enjoy every 
moment! If single, you could easily 
meet someone through a connection 
with a peer, the latest dating app, or 
even find sizzling romance with a 
current friend of yours.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Thoughts about romance may 

constantly run through your mind. 
Mercury enters your relationship 
sector on Wednesday, leading to you 
thinking more and more about love 
and true connection with another. 
You’re probably going to be much 
more idealistic about matters of the 
heart. If you are in a relationship, 
you’re more likely to turn a blind eye 
to any of your partner’s flaws now. 
In fact, you might not even notice 
them. You can also enjoy a boost in 
communication. Whether or not you’re 
in a relationship, your ideas around love 
and partnership could feel like all you 
can think about. Remember, thoughts 
become things, so make an effort to 
think good thoughts!

 
Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Anything goes in matters of the 

heart for you now. With both Venus and 
Mars nestled in your romance sector, 
it’s a true love fest! If you’re single, 
you might try something completely 
new to find the kind of romance you 
need. Since Venus and Mars are both 
in eccentric Aquarius, you may find 
yourself attracted to the more bohemian 
types. Traditional and straightlaced 
characteristics are likely a real bore to 
you now -- you probably won’t even 
give someone like that a second glance. 
If you’re in a relationship, you and your 
sweetheart might suddenly decide to try 
for a baby together. You could also be 
ready for a little fun experimenting in 
the bedroom!

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
Love is likely on your mind -- or 

will be, very soon. Mercury enters your 
romance sector this Wednesday to make 
sure of that. You might want to write a 
beautiful love letter to your sweetheart 
or declare your love to someone for the 
very first time this week. A sweetheart 
may connect with you for a discussion 
about your love connection and where 
you both think it’s heading. Spoiler 
alert: it looks good! If you’re single, 

Your Horoscope you can expect to be fantasizing more 
and more about that beautiful soul mate 
you know is out there. Open your eyes 
-- you might actually get to talk to this 
person sooner rather than later.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You and your sweetheart might be 

taking a romantic trip and if you do, it’s 
almost sure to turn into an unexpected 
adventure! Even if you leave room for 
some small surprises in your planned 
itinerary, you never know what could 
happen. Your lover might want to take 
a sudden detour and change the route 
you’re traveling or may even change 
the entire destination. Fortunately, any 
unpredictable detours should make 
the experience even more passionate 
for both of you. Single? Someone in 
your family -- most likely a cousin 
or sibling -- could want to set you up 
with someone you initially think is an 
oddball. Give this person a chance!

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Confidence in yourself could be 

illuminating these days. This week, that 
boost in self-worth may specifically 
shine in your love life! You might 
magnetically attract someone who is 
extremely delighted with a unique talent 
or ability you have, one that you may 
finally be starting to show the world. 
This person could even share your gift 
-- although it might seem a little odd to 
some people, you and your new love 
interest should instantly understand 
each other. If you’re already in a love 
connection, your partner may cheer you 
on as you pursue a new revenue stream. 
You’ll appreciate the support!

Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
You may still be adjusting to becoming 
the sexiest, most alluring force of 
nature around town. This week, now 
that both Venus and Mars have been in 
your sign since Sunday, you can start 
to see just how magnificent it can be to 
have the cosmic lovers with you. For 
starters, you’re probably motivated to 
attract more love and beauty into your 
life. When this is a high priority, you 
have a much better chance of getting 
everything you want. The way you 
can accomplish this, however, is in 
typical cool and detached Aquarian 
style. Not being desperate for love and 
yet asserting your desire for it is your 
superpower now, so use it well!

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
 Communication between you and 

your significant other -- or any potential 
romantic partner -- can improve this 
week. If you’re in a relationship and 
you’ve hit a rough patch with your 
mate, after Wednesday you should be 
able to start talking about any difficulties 
you’re both experiencing. Mercury will 
enter your sign then, helping you both 
express yourself and be heard. You 
might have a subconscious desire for 
more freedom in your connection, and if 
that’s the case, you’ll be able to explain 
that clearly. If you’re single, ghosts of 
your past might continue to haunt you, 
preventing you from experiencing 
healthy love in the present. A trusted 
counselor can help you navigate these 
murky waters once and for all.

Liquor License Notice
notice is hereby given that under the Intoxicating Liquor 

License Ordinance Chapter 150 of the Laws of Belize, Revised 
Edition 2000, that Gabino Canto is applying for a Convenience 
Store  License for the year 2022 to operate “San antonio 
Service Centre” located at San Antonio Village, Cayo District.

will be revealed to us at the right 
time in the right order.  For when 
our hearts are in the right place, 
the Universe setsup our blessings 
differently. 

I will hold on to your wise 
counsel My Darling Herbert.  You 
were wise beyond your years. 
Deeply spiritual and full of love 
and compassion.Your spirit lives 
and will live on in all the lives 
you have touched in so many 
ways.We know you are closer to 
us now that the very air that we 
breath. You are now our northern 
star that will help to light he way 
forward. I will honor the request 

you made of me. I will continue 
to fight for the greater good of 
the United Democratic Party and, 
more importantly, for Belize and 
ALL Belizeans.  The love we 
were so privileged to share will 
serve as my buoy.As the Good 
Book declares weeping may 
endure for a night but joy cometh 
in the morning. I am reminded 
that Faith IS Always in the Now.  
At a time such as this we hold on 
to our faith.

Farewell My Love.  I love 
you with all that I am.  What I 
know for sure is that youand Iwill 
meet again on the other side of 
Jordan.

THE FINAL 
FARWELL TO 
THE LOVE OF 

MY LIFE...
Continued from Page 4
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ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER
JOB SUMMARY
The Assistant General Manager, Lending Operations is a key member of the Corporation’s Executive Management Team 
and provides strategic and tactical direction in order to achieve the Corporation’s objectives for development impact and �nancial 
sustainability through its suite of loan services, quality portfolio, market share, productivity and quality service. The AGM, Lending 
Operations provides oversight to the Credit Delivery, Portfolio Management and Marketing functions of the Corporation. 

QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE
1. M.Sc. in Finance, Economics or other quantitative �eld or Management 
2. 8-10 years of progressive executive level management experience, preferably in a �nancial institution. 
3. Proven leadership skills with special concentration on strategic planning, change management, and communication. 
4. Advanced loan underwriting/credit appraisal knowledge, and assessment of related risks. 
5. Understanding DFC’s role as a development bank and its mandate to shape Belize’s economic and social landscape. 
6. High ethical standards and uncompromising sense of integrity.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES
1. To provide strategic direction, business plans, and oversight to ensure relevance and quality of loan and related services, 

optimum market share, for continued �nancial sustainability and developmental impact.
2. Introduces and recommends loan policy changes to Executive Management and the Board as necessary. Responsible for 

interpreting and enforcing Loan Policies and Procedures. 
3. To contribute to the sustainability of DFC by ensuring strategies are implemented for optimal portfolio growth and portfolio 

quality. 
4. To oversee the e�ective evaluation and assessment of loan proposals and to make recommendations for approvals to the 

appropriate levels of delegated authority.  Also approve loans within delegated authority.
5. To engage in funding negotiations with local, regional and international �nancial agencies. 
6. Proactively identify and guide the implementation of innovative technological solutions and opportunities to enhance the 

loan servicing process to increase  customer satisfaction, create process e�ciencies and cost containment. 
7. To identify and lead strategic initiatives to foster the Corporation’s relationships with its customers to ensure services and 

solutions are delivered in alignment with the customer’s objectives and corporate strategies.

1. Letter of Application
2. Curriculum Vitae
3. Copy of most recent quali�cation
4. Three (3) Letters of Recommendation (no older 

than six months) – two of which must be 
professional references

5. Copy of Social Security Card
6. Police record (no older than six months)

ACT NOW

VACANCY
Join our exciting team!

Submit application
with reference:

Application for Vacancy
Assistant General Manager,

Lending Operations
 to: 

General Manager
Development Finance Corporation

P. O. Box 40 | Belmopan | Belize, C.A.

Applications may be submitted electronically by 
email to: vacancies@dfcbelize.org 

DEADLINE:
MARCH 23, 2022

LENDING OPERATIONS

Attorney for the Belize Bus 
Association and others, Rt. Hon. 
Dean Barrow, has written to 
the Transport Board a letter 
cautioning that the BBA is 
seeking judicial review on bus 
runs that are being awarded to the 

new bus company, Floralia. The 
letter states that, “we have filed 
an Application for permission for 
judicial review to declare illegal 
and quash various Road Service 
Permits “awarded” to Floralia 
Limited by the Transport Board. 

Belize Bus Association Protecting Its Market Share
Over the past few weeks, the 

Transport Board has been giving 
Floralia preferential treatment 
on choice road service permits. 
These started with the southern 
part of the country and now 
they are being expanded into 
other parts. Bus operators are 

now complaining that the new 
company is being given runs 
just half an hour before theirs is 
scheduled. This causes for major 
concern for the bus operators 
who will be left with little or no 
passengers to move when the 
runs take effect. 

Bus owners do not want Floralia bus to be given runs on their routes

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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                               VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) invites 
applicants for the functions of National Consultant for the Surveillance of NCDs and risk factors 
 
Duty station: Belize City 
 
Qualifications: Essential:  A Bachelor’s degree in one of the health, social or management 

sciences from a recognized university  
 Desirable: Postgraduate studies in public health or related field with emphasis 

on Epidemiology and Surveillance of NCDs and risk factors 
 
Experience: Essential: At least 5 years national experience in the related field 
 Desirable: working experience in health services project management 
 
Skills: 
 Theoretical and practical expertise in all aspects related to surveillance, prevention, and 

control of Noncommunicable diseases, and the promotion of health, as well as a thorough 
knowledge of epidemiology, prevention, and control methods. 

 Ability to analyze factors, trends, and forecast scenarios based on current surveillance 
systems and possesses the capability to develop and plan innovative and appropriate 
solutions for their improvement. 

 Strong public health and strategic thinking background showing resourcefulness, init iative, 
leadership qualities and skills to deal with diff icult situations and sensitive areas. 

 Ability to plan and carry out technical cooperation initiatives on NCDs with emphasis on 
epidemiology and surveillance of NCDs and risk factors  

 Knowledge of Global Strategies for the prevention and control of NCDs as well as regional, 
subregional, and national situation on NCDs. 

 Knowledge of health services policies and administration within the framework of the model 
of family and community health. 

 Knowledge and skills in the formulation of technical cooperation interventions and in the 
development of criteria and instruments for evaluating program interventions, including 
resource mobilization and grant management. 

 Strong professional oral and writing skills, including the development of reports, oral 
presentations, and technical/persuasive documents for consideration at the highest levels of 
the Organization. 

 Demonstrated ability to effectively use a computer and utilize software programs such as 
Microsoft Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, and Outlook.  Other IT skills and 
knowledge of other software programs for Statistical Analysis, Data Exploratory Analysis 
and Project Management would be an asset. 

 
Languages: Very good knowledge of English and working knowledge of Spanish 
 
Deadline: Letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, and two current letters of 

recommendation should be sent to blzmail@paho.org or to P.O. Box 1834, 
Belize City no later than March 18, 2022. 

 
For further details visit our website https://www.paho.org/en/vacancies  An interview will be held 
for this position and only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted.   
 
PAHO/WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form 
of tobacco. 

SaGICor LIFe InC.
Karyn ann Larko of Miramar Villas #4 

Mosquito Coast, San Pedro Town, Ambergris
Caye, Belize, having made sworn 

deposition that Policy no J120002046 issued 
by Sagicor Life Inc. has been declared lost, 

and having made application to the
Directors to grant a duplicate of the same, 

notice is hereby given that unless
objection is raised within one month of the 
date hereof, the duplicate policy asked

for will be issued.

dated March 8th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

SaGICor LIFe InC.

ricardo Juan diaz of #11 Central 
American Boulevard., Belize City, Belize, 

having
made sworn deposition that Policy no 

F01162866 issued by Sagicor Life Inc. has
been declared lost, and having made 

application to the Directors to grant a
duplicate of the same, notice is hereby 

given that unless objection is raised within
one month of the date hereof, the duplicate 

policy asked for will be issued.

dated March 8th, 2022

By order
althea hazzard

Corporate Secretary

After a two-year interruption 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the La Ruta Maya Belize River 
Challenge was once again on 
course. The 25th La Ruta Maya 
Belize River Challenge ended in 
a competitive spirit to the finish 
line at the Belcan Bridge in 
Belize City on Monday. At the 
end of the 175-mile-long race, 
the cumulative champions were 
Team PACT, followed by the 
Slim and Trim like Guava Limb 
in second and Coast Guard teams 
in third place.

The team sponsored by the 
Protected Areas Conservation 

Trust was made up of Amado 
Cruz, Jerry Cante, and Daniel 
Cruz, making waves in the waters 
by 18 hours, 14 minutes, and 39 
seconds. They were followed to 
the finish line by the Slim and Trim 
like Guava Limb and delayed by 
just 18 hours, 14 minutes, and 47 
seconds. The slim and trim team 
was made up of Andres Cabb 
Junior, Daniel Cruz Junior, and 
Javier Guardado. 

Over two dozen teams of 
paddlers began rowing at 7:00 a.m. 
Friday under the Hawkesworth 
Bridge, the beginning of a race 
that would take them to Belize 

City—over four days. 
In a short ceremony at the 

banks of the Macal River before 
the start of the race Dr. Rene 
Villanueva, Chairman of the race 
said that the event brought the 
Country together. He said that it 
was very important to keep the 
environment clean.

Mayor Earl Trapp Junior 
who was at the event agreed. 

“It is important to conserve 
our waters for future generations,” 
he said.

Mayor Earl Trapp continued, 
“We have many families living 
downstream that depend on the 
water.” 

Founding member of the 
La Ruta Maya Belize River 
Challenge Roberto Harrison 
told us that in 1998 they were 
looking for an event that would 
complement the Baron Bliss 

Holiday. 
“We are planning to get 

a larger participation for the 
coming years,” he said. 

One notable participant this 
year was “The Galen Eagles.” 
A note from Galen University 
states: May they soar like the 
powerful Harpy Eagle and in 
doing so bring awareness to the 
empowerment of women and girls 
and an end to domestic violence. 
Galen University thanks, Minister 
Dolores Balderamos-García and 
CEO Tanya Santos from the 
Ministry of Human Development, 
Families & Indigenous Peoples’ 
Affairs for their sponsorship of 
“The Harpy.”

A total of 46 teams registered 
for the canoe race this year. It was 
also the first major event with 
the relaxation of the COVID-19 
protocols.

The La Ruta Maya Belize River Challenge Returns

Team PACT
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                               VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) invites 
applicants for the functions of National Consultant in the area of Non-Communicable Diseases 
(NCDs) and Risk Factors under European Union grant 
 
Duty station: Belize City 
 
Qualifications: Essential:  A Bachelor’s degree in one of the health, social or management 

sciences from a recognized university 
 Desirable: Postgraduate studies in public health or related field with emphasis 

on Nutrition Chronic Diseases and Health Promotion 
 
Experience: Essential: At least 5 years national experience in the related field. 
 Desirable: working experience in health services project management. 
 
Skills: 
 Theoretical and practical expertise in all aspects related to surveillance, prevention, and 

control of Noncommunicable diseases, and the promotion of health, as well as a thorough 
knowledge of epidemiology, prevention, and control methods. 

 Ability to analyze factors, trends, and forecast scenarios based on current surveillance 
systems and possesses the capability to develop and plan innovative and appropriate 
solutions for their improvement. 

 Strong public health and strategic thinking background showing resourcefulness, init iative, 
leadership qualities and skills to deal with diff icult situations and sensitive areas. 

 Ability to plan and carry out technical cooperation initiatives on NCDs with emphasis on 
health promotion, nutrition related chronic diseases, mental health disorders, substance 
abuse, violence and injuries, rehabilitation, aging and palliative care. 

 Knowledge of Global Strategies for the prevention and control of NCDs as well as regional, 
subregional, and national situation on NCDs. 

 Knowledge of health services policies and administration within the framework of the model 
of family and community health. 

 Knowledge and skills in the formulation of technical cooperation interventions and in the 
development of criteria and instruments for evaluating program interventions, including 
resource mobilization and grant management. 

 Strong professional oral and writing skills, including the development of reports, oral 
presentations, and technical/persuasive documents for consideration at the highest levels of 
the Organization. 

 Demonstrated ability to effectively use a computer and utilize software programs such as 
Microsoft Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, and Outlook.  Other IT skills and 
knowledge of other software programs for Statistical Analysis, Data Exploratory Analysis 
and Project Management would be an asset. 

 
Languages: Very good knowledge of English and working knowledge of Spanish 
 
Deadline: Letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, and two current letters of 

recommendation should be sent to blzmail@paho.org or to P.O. Box 1834, 
Belize City no later than March 18, 2022. 

 
For further details visit our website  https://www.paho.org/en/vacancies  An interview will be held 
for this position and only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted.   
 
PAHO/WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form 
of tobacco. 

                               VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) invites 
applicants for the functions of National Consultant to support the Strengthening Climate 
Resilient Health Systems Project 
 
Duty station: Belize City 
 
Qualifications: Essential:  A Bachelor’s degree in Environment Science or Public Health from 

a recognized university 
 
 Desirable: A Master’s Degree in Environmental Studies, Climate, or related 

field 
 
Experience: Essential: At least 5 years of national experience in public health, 

environmental health, climate change or related field 
 
 Desirable: Experience in development of H-NAP 
 
Skills: 
 Experience developing HNAPs and conducting impact assessments and sensitivity analyses 
 Demonstrable current knowledge of climate health risks and adaptation policies and 

programs 
 Knowledge about health systems’ operations 
 Experience in data collection and analysis 
 Strong research, problem-solving and organizational skills.  
 Ability to work collaboratively (in person or virtually) with other team players 
 Excellent communication and interpersonal skills and sensitivity to political and cultural 

issues 
 Ability to meet deadlines 
 Strong professional oral and writing skills, including the development of reports, oral 

presentations, and technical/persuasive documents for consideration at the highest levels of 
the Organization. 

 Demonstrated ability to effectively use a computer and utilize software programs such as 
Microsoft Office Word, Excel, PowerPoint, SharePoint, and Outlook.  Other IT skills and 
knowledge of other software programs for Statistical Analysis, Data Exploratory Analysis 
and Project Management would be an asset. 

 
Languages: Very good knowledge of English and working knowledge of Spanish 
 
Deadline: Letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, and two current letters of 

recommendation should be sent to blzmail@paho.org or to P.O. Box 1834, 
Belize City no later than March 25, 2022 

 
For further details visit our website https://www.paho.org/en/vacancies   An interview will be held 
for this position and only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted.   
 
PAHO/WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form 
of tobacco. 

B y  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g 
majority, the Community of Santa 
Elena in Cayo voted on Friday 
for an expanded preschool. The 
event took place at the Santa 
Elena Basketball Court in the 
Cayo District. 

Present for the meeting were 
Mayor Earl Trapp Junior, Jahmor 
Lopez from the Ministry of 
Education, and Wayne Casey, the 
main advocate for a preschool. 

In her report to the community, 
Ms. Kamil Neal from the Child 

Advisory Body reported that the 
current preschool building near 
the Santa Elena Basket Ball Court 
is infested with termites and bats. 
As a result, the school had been 
closed for some time now. 

Mayor Earl Trapp reported 
that two years ago he had been 
approached by Mr. Wayne Casey 
for the refurbishment of the Santa 
Elena Pre School. The plan now is 
for about half of the Santa Elena 
Basketball Court to be integrated 
into the Santa Elena Pre School 
grounds for the building of three 
one-story structures. (Two-story 
structures are not advisable due 
to the young children.) 

At the same time, Mayor 
Trapp explained that the users 
of the Santa Elena Basketball 
Court will be migrated to another 
playing area in the field, which 
was now being improved with 
filling. 

Mayor Earl Trapp was backed 
up by Deputy Mayor Mattew 
Preston, who argued persuasively 
that children should be given an 
educational opportunity. 

Wayne Casey informed us 
that the Social Investment Fund 

SIF had a plan for the preschool 
in Santa Elena. But there was a 
previous need for the land space 
to be identified. Meanwhile; the 
pressure for additional space was 
always present. The attendance 
at his school had increased from 
30 to 45 and there was a list of 
20 more.  

Jahmer Lopez, informed 
community members that children 
who attend preschool do better in 
primary school. 

“What is critical is social 
interaction,” he said. 

However,  75% of  the 
children that need to attend 
preschool are not enrolled, he 
reported. 

With the extra land now 
approved by the community 
for the Santa Elena Pre School, 
community leaders will now be 
going back to SIF for the details 
to be worked out. 

According to Lopez, in 
terms of land area, the Cayo 
District is the largest and it has 
three municipalities. There is a 
dire need for preschools in Cayo 
given the proven educational 
stimulus that it gives far into 
adulthood.

75% of Children Not Enrolled in Pre School

Mayor Earl Trapp


