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A 19-year-old who was 
reported missing on Monday, 
May 15, has been found dead. 
Police report that the body of the 
young woman, Imarie Galvez, 
was found in an area near mile 40 
on the Hummingbird Highway. 
The body was found on the 
evening of Tuesday, May 16, 
partially buried in a forested area 
in a decomposing state. She was 
nude and reports are that it had 
at least one gunshot wound to 
the body. 

Her mother, Johanna Galvez, 
a 39 year old businesswoman of 
Belmopan reported to police that 
her daughter left home at around 
8:30p.m Saturday May 13 in the 
company of her boyfriend who 
had come to pick her up in a 
white taxi. Shortly after leaving, 
she returned home walking 
complaining that she would not 
be going out with her boyfriend 
because he had been drinking. 
Galvez continued to say that 
Imarie had gone to her room and 
up to the time she went to bed at 
12 midnight, Imarie was still at 
home. 

It was not until the following 
morning at around 9 on Sunday 

May 14th that she realized 
that Imarie was not at home. 
Numerous attempts to call her on 
her phone were futile as it kept 
going to voicemail.  

Missing Teenaged 
Girl Found Dead

Imarie Galvez

Police have arrested and 
charged a  medical  doctor 
following allegations of sexual 
misconduct against one of his 
patients. On Friday, May 12, 
Doctor Desmond Arzu was 
taken to Magistrate’s Court in 
Punta Gorda Town where he 
was formally charged for sexual 
assault. He was granted bail and 
is to reappear in court on July 
28.

The charge stems from an 
allegation made by a 23 year old 
woman who had sought attention 
from Arzu who is a radiologist. 
An abdominal ultrasound had 
been requested in March of this 
year by another physician and the 
young woman relates that after 
getting the ultrasound she was 
told that all her organs appeared 
normal. Following this, however, 
the doctor then suggested that he 
was going to do a trans-vaginal 
ultrasound which she says was 
not a required examination. 
She nonetheless allowed it to 
take place. After this however, 
the doctor allegedly proceeded 
to fondle the young woman by 
inserting his fingers in her vagina 
and also caressing one of her 
breasts. The woman says that the 
procedure was uncomfortable 
and she wondered how many 
other women or teens he has done 
this to. 

While that is one incident for 
which there are charges that have 
been laid, another complainant 
has also come forward. The 
second one is by a 16 year old 
girl who underwent an ultrasound 
at a private hospital in Belmopan 
in June of last year. At the time 
the girl told her parents that 
the doctor had inappropriately 
touched her and went further to 
send an inappropriate message to 
her via Instagram. 

T h i s  i n c i d e n t  w a s 
immediately reported to the 
Ministry of Health but there was 
no response. The child’s father 
had sent emails of complaint 
on June 28, July 6 and July 26. 
In a response to his last email 
he was told that the doctor had 
been reprimanded two weeks 
earlier. He was also told that the 
doctor was prepared to submit an 
apology on his behalf. 

There are concerns about the 
severity with which this situation 
was taken as what Dr. Arzu 
received as a reprimand were two 
letters which were placed on the 
doctor’s personal file. 

Since that, Arzu is again met 
with another complaint which 
took place in March of this year 
and has now led to him being 
charged criminally. 

Dr. Desmond Arzu

Doctor Charged For 
Sexual Assault
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SPECIFIC PROCUREMENT NOTICE  

One Envelope Bidding Process 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supply of Goods for 115kV Transmission Line Rehabilitation 
Energy Resilience for Climate Adaptation (ERCAP) 
 

The Government of Belize (GOB) has been allocated grant funds (the Grant) from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), which are administered by the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank) and executed by Belize Electricity Limited (BEL) in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Public Service, Energy and Public Utility (MPSEPU) and the National Meteorological Service (NMS), in an amount equivalent to USD 8 million, towards 
the cost of an Energy Resilience and Climate Change Adaptation Project. A portion of the proceeds of the Grant will be applied to eligible payments 
under the contract for which this specific procurement notice is issued. Payments by the World Bank will be made only at the request of BEL, and upon 
approval by the World Bank, and will be subject in all respects to the terms and conditions of the Grant Agreement. The Grant Agreement prohibits 
withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to 
the knowledge of the World Bank, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United 
Nations. No party other than GOB shall derive any rights from the Grant Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds of the Grant. 

BEL now invites electronic Bids from eligible Bidders for the Supply of Goods for 115kV Single Circuit Transmission Line Rehabilitation from Westlake 
Substation to Maskall Substation, Belize. 

Bidding will be conducted through International Competitive Bidding (ICB) using a Request for Bids (RFB) as specified in the World Bank’s “Procurement 
Regulations for IPF Borrowers” dated January 2011 (revised July 2014) (“Procurement Regulations”) and is open to all eligible Bidders as defined in the 
Procurement Regulations.  

Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from the following person: 

Ms. Carolyn L. Crawford, 
Procurement Consultant 
ERCAP Project Management Unit, 
Belize Electricity Limited 
E-mail: Carolyn.Crawford@bel.com.bz 

 
The bidding document in English may be requested by interested Bidders upon the submission of a written application to the address above.  The document 
will be sent electronically upon this request.   

Bids must be received at the email address below on or before Tuesday, June 20, 2023, by 3:00 pm and will be opened on the same day at 3:30pm 
sharp, Belize time. 

Submission of bids by electronic email (EM):  
 
A PDF copy of the bid should be submitted by EM. The PDF copy should be encrypted, or password protected. The email should not be encrypted but 
only the attachment shall be encrypted, or password protected.  

The procedure for submission of bid is: 

A. The zipped file is to be sent to Manager, Procurement Department at bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz. 
B. Password or encryption key should be sent along with the bid to the same bid submission email address listed below. 
C. Bidders will receive a confirmation email from the BEL once their bid is received.  
D. Bidders should ensure that the bid document(s) are not corrupt or affected by any computer virus that may possibly deny an access to the files. 

BEL will not be responsible for such corrupt files which may deny access during the bid opening process. 
E. The maximum file size for each email will be 30 MB. Any email with an attachment above this size will bounce back. Hence, Bidders must ensure 

the attachments do not exceed the 30 MB threshold. 
F. Email submissions should be clearly labelled in its subject with the following: Bid for the Supply of Goods for 115kV Transmission Line 

Rehabilitation– ERCAP – “include Bidders name or Company name”.  

Bids submitted electronically shall only be opened publicly at the Bid Opening time mentioned above on Tuesday, June 20, 2023, in the presence of 
bidders and/or their representatives who have submitted a bid. Bid opening will be held virtually using Microsoft (MS) Teams. The link to the MS-Teams 
bid opening invite will be shared with all Bidders prior to the bid opening date and all Bidders are encouraged to participate therein. Late Bids shall be 
rejected. 

All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid-Securing Declaration. 

The address referred to above is:  

Manager 
Procurement Department 
Belize Electricity Limited 
2 ½ Miles Phillip Goldson Highway 
Belize City, Belize 
Email: bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz 
Telephone: +501-227-0954  

 

BEL reserves the right to reject late bids or to cancel the bid opening session in its entirety. It will not be bound to assign any reason for not engaging 
the services of any bidder and will not defray any costs incurred by any bidder in the preparation and submission of their bid. 

 

REQUEST FOR BIDS - WORKS 
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Following charges that have 
been laid against Dr. Desmond 
Arzu, the Ministry of Health 
has issued a release to give the 
impression that they have been 
acting on the complaint from 
the onset. In the release, the 
Ministry states that, “on March 
30, the MoHW received a written 
complaint regarding a medical 
practitioner who is employed 
with the ministry. The complaint 
stated that the alleged incident 
took place inside a private health 
facility and was reported to the 
ministry by the alleged victim, 
who also made a report to Belize 
Police Department. The MoHW 
was in contact with the Director 
for Public Prosecution at the time 
of the report and was kept updated 
by the relevant partners regarding 
the process that needed to take 
place. Due to the very serious and 
sensitive nature of the allegation, 
the ministry determined that the 
matter should be dealt with solely 
by the Police Department. Now 
that charges have been levied 

against this medical practitioner, 
the MoHW has written to the 
Ministry of the Public Service to 
request that the doctor be placed 
on interdiction. “

While the release gives the 
impression that the matter was 
deferred to the police, the truth 
is that they were the only ones to 
take action in the matter. It was 
on March 27th that a formal letter 
of complaint was sent to three 
sitting Ministers of Government 
and it was not until 7 weeks after 
the original complaint was made 
that any action was taken. 

The Ministry of Health 
reacted to the charges by placing 
the doctor on ‘interdiction’ only 
after he had been criminally 
charged. 

What’s worse is that the 
parent of a 16 year old had also 
made a complaint against the 
doctor and in that case it appears 
that the Ministry of Health also 
dragged their feet at responding. 
That report was in June of last 
year. 

Ministry Of 
Health Drags 

Foot On 
Allegations 

Against Doctor

An Instagram Message sent to a 16 year old girl

The Government is in the 
process of implementing a new 
set of regulations for the sugar 
industry. The regulations were 
originally proposed in February 
of this year and since then there 
have been strong objections to 
them. The United Democratic 
Party is joining the ranks of those 
objecting to the regulations.

In a press release, the party 
explained that , 

“The United Democratic 
Party does not think that this 
new regulation is a healthy move 
for the stability of the sugar 
industry. 

Laws and regulations should 
only be implemented after robust 
consultations with sugar industry 
stakeholders where consensus is 
built.

This act by the Briceno 
Government and Agriculture 
Minister Mai goes against sugar 
industry norms and is not only 
arbitrary but dictatorial. 

The UDP demands the 
Briceno Government reverse 
course and implement regulations 
that foster an enabling environment 
for Caneros and Investors. 

Belizeans need a Government 
to stand objective and play its role 
as a referee in the industry and 
create a climate of confidence in 
the sugar industry. 

The UDP calls  on the 
Briceno Government to abandon 
this dubious regulation that is a 
blatant betrayal of its campaign 
promise to curtail Ministerial 
control and powers especially in 
an instance where the Minister of 
Agriculture has a clear conflict of 
interest. 

Failure to cease this ill 
advised course of action will 
only cause colossal damage to 
the sugar industry.”

Also object ing to  the 
regulations is the Belize Sugar 
Indus t r ies  Limi ted  which 

also sent a release stating that 
, “Stability, transparency and 
effective policy are key factors 
for creating and maintaining 
an enabling environment for 
serious investors in Belize. 
Good policy decisions seek to 
promote economic development, 
modernization, and employment 
while encouraging investment… 
Belize Sugar Industries Limited 
(BSI) has written to the Ministry 
of Agriculture (MoA) and the 
Government of Belize (GoB) that 
it finds the regulations retrograde, 
unnecessary, burdensome and 
discriminatory.

These new regulations give 
the government-controlled SICB 
inordinate and disproportionate 
power to interfere with the 
routine operations of a private 
sector business, such as deciding 
whether it is a business in good 
standing and whether it should be 
issued with an annual license to 
export sugar. 

In addition, the disclosure 
requirements to obtain this 
license are unduly intrusive, 
unreasonable, disproportionate 
and harmful to BSI’s commercial 
interests.  These requirements are 
not seen in any other industry in 
Belize. In fact, sugar remains 
one of a handful of exports 
that  requires a permit  for 
exportation.

 
BSI contends that in a 

politically charged industry 
such as the sugar industry, these 
regulations are unnecessary, 
unjustified and a colorable device 
to pry into the commercial affairs 
of BSI. For those reasons, and 
because of the negative signal 
this regulation sends to all private 
sector investors and businesses 
in Belize, BSI is examining 
its options and is considering 
challenging the validity of these 
regulations.”    

UDP Condemns 
New Sugar Industry 

Regulations

The Guardian online 
at www.guardian.bz
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SPECIFIC PROCUREMENT NOTICE  

One Envelope Bidding Process 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energy Resilience for Climate Adaptation (ERCAP) 
 

The Government of Belize (GOB) has been allocated grant funds (the Grant) from the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), which are 
administered by the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank) and executed by Belize Electricity Limited (BEL) 
in conjunction with the Ministry of Public Service, Energy and Public Utility (MPSEPU) and the National Meteorological Service (NMS), in an 
amount equivalent to USD 8 million, towards the cost of an Energy Resilience and Climate Change Adaptation Project. A portion of the 
proceeds of the Grant will be applied to eligible payments under the contract for which this specific procurement notice is issued. Payments 
by the World Bank will be made only at the request of BEL, and upon approval by the World Bank, and will be subject in all respects to the 
terms and conditions of the Grant Agreement. The Grant Agreement prohibits withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of 
any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import, to the knowledge of the World Bank, is prohibited 
by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. No party other than GOB 
shall derive any rights from the Grant Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds of the Grant. 

BEL now invites electronic Bids from eligible Bidders for the Civil works and supply of manpower for the installation of a) hydro-
meteorological automatic weather stations, b) rainfall stations, and c) automatic weather stations. 

Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding (NCB) using a Request for Bids (RFB) as specified in the World Bank’s 
"Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers” dated January 2011 (revised July 2014) (“Procurement Guidelines”) and is open to all eligible 
Bidders as defined in the Procurement Guidelines.  
Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from the following person: 

Ms. Carolyn L. Crawford 
Procurement Consultant 
ERCAP Project Management Unit 
Belize Electricity Limited 
Email: Carolyn.Crawford@bel.com.bz 

 
The bidding document in English may be requested by interested Bidders upon the submission of a written application to the address above. 
The document will be sent electronically upon this request.   

Bids must be received at the email address below on or before Wednesday, May 31, 2023, by 3:00 p.m. and will be opened at 3:15 p.m. 
sharp Belize time. 

Submission of bids by electronic email (EM):  
 
A PDF copy of the bid should be submitted by EM. The PDF copy should be encrypted, or password protected. The email should not be 
encrypted but only the attachment shall be encrypted, or password protected.  

The procedure for submission of bid is: 
 

A. The zipped file is to be sent to Manager, Procurement Department at bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz. 
B. Password or encryption key should be sent along with the bid to the same bid submission email address listed below. 
C. Bidders will receive a confirmation email from BEL once their bid is received.  
D. Bidders should ensure that the bid document(s) are not corrupt or affected by any computer virus that may possibly deny access 

to the files. BEL will not be responsible for such corrupt files which may deny access during the bid opening process. 
E. The maximum file size for each email will be 30 MB. Any email with an attachment above this size will bounce back. Hence, Bidders 

must ensure the attachments do not exceed 30 MB. 
F. Email submissions should be clearly labelled in their subject with the following: Bid for Weather Stations Installation – ERCAP 

– “include Bidders name or Company name”.  
 

Bids submitted electronically shall only be opened publicly at the Bid Opening time mentioned above on May 31, 2023, in the presence of 
Bidders and/or their representatives who have submitted a bid. Bid opening will be held virtually using Microsoft (MS) Teams. The link to the 
MS-Teams bid opening invite will be shared with all Bidders prior to the bid opening date and all Bidders are encouraged to participate 
therein. Late Bids shall be rejected. 

All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid-Securing Declaration. 

The address referred to above is:  

Manager 
Procurement Department 
Belize Electricity Limited 
2 ½ Miles Phillip Goldson Highway 
Belize City, Belize 
Email: bidsubmittal@bel.com.bz 
Telephone: +501-227-0954  

 
BEL reserves the right to reject late bids or to cancel the bid opening session in its entirety. It will not be bound to assign any reason for not 
engaging the services of any Bidder and will not defray any costs incurred by any Bidder in the preparation and submission of their bid. 

REQUEST FOR BIDS - WORKS 
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For close to a year now, 
the Punta Gorda fire station on 
Middle Main Street has been 
abandoned and shuttered with 
red, do-not-enter emergency tape 
pasted across its front entrance 
as the building has been deemed 
uninhabitable and has become 
so dilapidated and is now under 
serious disrepair.

In  the  meant ime ,  the 
firefighters and their equipment 
were unceremoniously packed up 
and crammed into the less than 
ideal Punta Gorda Town Council’s 
multipurpose room. At the same 
time, the decades old and barely 
functioning two fire engines are 
parked just outside, alongside 
the fence of the neighboring PG 
airstrip. 

Previously at the old fire 
station, these two fire engines 
could be parked in the parking 
bays that provided some shelter 
from the elements. However, 
over the past many months, 
approaching a year now, these 
already aging fire engines have 
been forced to be parked outdoors, 
weathering the elements of nature 
and further accelerating their rapid 
deterioration. At the same time, 
the brave firefighters have been 
forced to endure cramped and 
uncomfortable accommodations 
in the multipurpose room of 
the town council which can 
only serve one purpose now to 
temporarily house the town’s fire 
department.

This reality is a stark contrast 
to the rosy picture painted by the 
Minister of State at the recent 
budget debate in the House when 
he spoke in such glowing terms of 
the state of the Fire Department. 

As the minister responsible 
for the fire service, he had no 
shame as he even boasted about 
donations of old, on the brink 
of retirement, fire trucks which 
confirms that this BLU PUP 
government is not making the 

necessary investments into the 
Fire Department but, instead 
apparently, depends on donated 
used equipment. One is also hard 
pressed to recall whether he made 
any mention of the abandoned 
Punta Gorda fire station which is 
languishing in disrepair and the 
poor, temporary sub-standard 
living and working conditions, 
not to mention the lack of privacy, 
that the brave and dedicated 
firefighters have been forced to 
currently endure.

Recently, there has been talk 
about the fire station relocating 
again to some other temporary 
accommodations as, apparently, 
the town council’s hospitality has 
worn out and they want back their 
meeting room. However, for the 
time being, it seems to be just that 
- mere talk as the fire department 
stays put where it is.

There was once a time in 
the not too distant past when the 
Toledo District was commonly 
known as “the forgotten district”. 
Thanks to investments made by 
subsequent UDP governments 
over multiple terms, Toledo 
seemed to have lost that moniker 
as the forgotten district. However, 
with the advent of this new BLU 
PUP, under Johnny Briceno, it 
seems that it is time to dust off 
that nickname and to bring it back 
since it would appear that the 
Toledo District, if not the entire 
south is being forgotten again.

Let’s examine the facts and 
the historical record: Is it not the 
UDP, when elected for the very 
first time in 1984 under Prime 
Minister, the Rt. Hon. Sir Manuel 
Esquivel, secured the funds to 
pave the previously unpaved 
Hummingbird Highway? For 
decades prior to that under the 
PUP, people travelling by bus 
would look almost like space 
aliens when they arrived in 
Belmopan or Belize City, covered 
and caked over with the long-

forgotten red dust of the old 
Hummingbird Highway.

Similarly, was it not again 
the UDP under Sir Manuel who 
secured the funds to do the same 
to the Southern Highway and 
convert it from the red dust bowl 
and flood prone road that it was 
under the PUP? When the PUP 
returned to office in 1998, all 
they had to do was to implement 
the paving of the highway but 
they could not even completely 
do that as they ran afoul of the 
international funding institutions 
that became turned off by all the 
waste and corruption in that 1998 
to 2008 PUP government and 
quickly became queasy about 
doing business with that PUP 
government. 

If we recall correctly, even 
after 10 years in office, that last 
segment from Golden Stream 
to Big Falls was left undone by 
the PUP as they could not secure 
the funds to finish it when they 
ran afoul of the international 
development agencies. Instead, 
the UDP had to complete the final 
portion of the Southern Highway 
after being elected in 2008 under 
the Rt. Hon Dean Barrow. One 
will also recall that it was the 
UDP that paved the Placencia 
Road as that was the first contract 
signed by the UDP under the Rt. 
Hon. Dean Barrow after the PUP 
put it in their budget year after 
year but failed to deliver it as they 
could not get it funded.

It is ironic that this PUP 
Briceno government tries to label 
the last UDP government as “the 
most corrupt government ever” 
but that is nowhere near possible 
as that distinction was long taken 
by the previous PUP 1998 to 
2008 government that, towards 
the end of their tenure, could not 
secure even one cent out of the 
international donors and banks. 

By contrast, the last UDP 
government, up until the very 

end, could still easily access 
international funding with 
probably the only exception 
being the IMF as the UDP, under 
PM Barrow, year after year, 
refused to implement the IMF’s 
harsh remedies. So contrary 
to what the PUP are claiming, 
Belize’s home grown remedies 
to the IMF started well before 
them and under the UDP but, in 
true BLU PUP fashion, they have 
just tried to stick their BLU finger 
prints and #planBelize labels all 
over it.

People from the south are 
carefully observing and are 
rapidly realizing that it is only 
under the UDP that their major 
needs have been addressed as it is 
the UDP that has been responsible 
for putting all their major road 
Infrastructure in place, whether it 
is the Hummingbird Highway,  the 
Southern Highway,  the Placencia 
Road, the Jalacte Road that has 
linked up so many villages, and 
the game-changing Coastal Road 
that has significantly cut the 
travel time from the south.

Besides road Infrastructure, 
the UDP has done significant 
electrification projects in the 
south, including throughout the 
banana belt with the village of 
Santa Cruz, at the Placencia 
junction, being a notable example 
of how electrification sparked 
its rapid development. Even 
this current project to bring 
electricity to Indian Creek, and 
other neighboring villages was 
conceived, developed and funded 
under the UDP despite the PUP’s 
shameless efforts, jumping all 
over it to claim credit for it 
although it was delayed in their 
hands for the past 3 years.

Besides electrification, 
during the last UDP government, 
dozens of school buildings, both 
primary school and secondary 
school, were built and continue 

The Forgotten Fire Station in 
the Forgotten District

Fire trucks are parked near the Punta Gorda AirstripThe fire station is deemed uninhabitable

(Continued on Page 12)
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Aries  Mar 21 – Apr 19 
You’ll have no shortage of 

passion, but that might not be a great 
thing. It’s all too likely to come out in 
one giant, reckless burst. Mars enters 
your true love sector on Saturday and 
immediately engages in an opposition 
to potent Pluto. This is sure to set off 
some fireworks in your love life. Along 
with desire, however, jealous anger 
may emerge in your love connection. 
If you’re with someone, arguments are 
dangerously possible -- but the good 
news is that you can easily make up in 
the bedroom. Single? You might be in 
hot pursuit of someone and not ready 
to take no for an answer. Be respectful!

Taurus Apr 20 – May 20 
You’re about to become the 

luckiest sign of the zodiac in all matters 
-- including love! Expansive Jupiter 
enters your sign for the first time in 
twelve years on Tuesday. This celestial 
event will have you feeling more 
confident and exuberant. When you’re 
in an “always sunny” mindset, you can 
genuinely attract more goodness. Being 
optimistic is easier than ever, thanks to 
Jupiter’s beneficial influence. A New 
Moon in your sign on Friday adds to 
the fresh start potential of your current 
life. Single Taureans can anticipate a 
new relationship opportunity -- while 
those in a connection will be ready 
to move forward in whatever way 
serves your romantic desires best.

Gemini  May 21 – Jun 20 
Your love life is about to go 

more “undercover,” but don’t worry 
-- this might be exactly what you need! 
Jupiter, the ruler of your relationship 
sector, moves into your hidden 12th 
house on Tuesday. You and your 
sweetheart could realize that it’s 
time to put a metaphorical oxygen 
mask on your love connection and do 
whatever it takes to renew the romance. 
This might mean couple’s therapy 
if you have something significant to 
work through -- or perhaps it’s time 
for a private getaway so you can 
reconnect without distraction. Single? 
A neighbor might start pursuing 
you. Be prepared for intensity.

Cancer  Jun 21 – Jul 22
An abundant social life is about 

to become a fabulous assist to your love 
life. Expansive Jupiter enters your 11th 
House of Friends on Tuesday, giving 
you the greatest opportunity to benefit, 
all thanks to your pals. These blessings 
can easily extend to your love life. In 
fact, a New Moon in the same area of 
your chart on Friday will likely support 
you joining a group or organization that 
allows you to meet and mingle with 
brand-new acquaintances. At least one 
of them will potentially catch your eye. 
If you’re in a relationship, what is your 
greatest wish? Together, you and your 
partner can possibly make it come true!

Leo Jul 23 – Aug 22 
It’s time for you to make a bold 

statement and ensure that your presence 
is felt. In fact, with Mars entering your 
sign on Saturday, it’ll be nigh impossible 
for you to be ignored by anyone. You’re 
finally ready to come out of hiding and 
demand the adoration and affection 
that is rightfully yours! You’ll also 
be motivated to pursue pleasure in all 
forms -- romantic and otherwise. As a 
result, if you’re single, you’ll probably 
have no trouble making the first 
move to let your crush know you’re 
interested. If you’re in a relationship, 
however, there may be a power struggle 
between you and your love as Mars 
opposes Pluto. Pick your battles.

Virgo  Aug 23 – Sep 22 
Growth through new experiences 

can presently stimulate you in unique 
intellectual and spiritual ways. As 
a result, you might crave a love 
connection with someone you view 
as a mentor. This person needs to 
have a perspective that allows you to 
learn something new. They should, at 
least, be willing to take the journey 
with you. If you’re already partnered 
up, then you might suggest taking a 
trip abroad with your mate in order 
to facilitate a fresh shared experience. 
Single for the moment? Consider 
embarking on a spiritual quest -- and 
be open to meeting someone who 
shares your metaphysical mindset.

Libra  Sep 23 – Oct 22
Financial opportunities are about 

to come your way -- and they might be 
connected to your love life. Jupiter, the 
planet of expansion, will enter your 8th 
House of Shared Resources on Tuesday. 
A New Moon lands in this same area 
of your chart on Friday, supercharging 
the potential for you to benefit from 
someone else’s money. If you’re in a 
relationship, your partner might hear 
news that they landed a big payday or 
that an investment fund finally paid 
off. Even if you’re single, you could 
find yourself being propositioned by 
someone who wants to get intimate 
sooner rather than later. Dating this 
person may also improve your finances.

Scorpio  Oct 23 – Nov 21 
You’re about to get very lucky in 

love! Jupiter, the planet of expansion, 
will enter your partnership sector 
on Tuesday. This is a compelling 
indicator that, if single, a committed 
relationship is on the way. Presently 
attached? You and your partner should 
prepare to experience an expansion 
to whatever is currently going on in 
your relationship -- good or bad. A 
New Moon in the same area of your 
chart occurs on Friday, amplifying 
all this potential for a fresh start in 
current or potential connections. For 
those who are going through romantic 
rough patches, keep your eyes open 
for a helpful counselor at this point.

Sagittarius  Nov 22 – Dec 21 
You might experience one last 

flurry of magnificent blessings in your 
love life. Until Tuesday, Jupiter is still 
in your romance sector. Although it 
only spends a couple more days here, 
as it leaves this part of your chart 
and enters your practical 6th house, 
there is every indication that you’ll 
receive a parting gift from Jupiter 
that is sure to make your heart smile. 
You and your sweetheart might be 
ready to expand your family. It’s also 
possible that you’ll make a major 
declaration of love for someone you’ve 
been dating. An all-new new dating 
interest might show up out of thin air 
if you’re single! Be open to magic.

Capricorn  Dec 22 – Jan 19 
Your love life is about to become 

a spectacular feast for your senses 
-- and your heart! Jupiter, the planet 
of expansion, will enter your romance 
sector on Tuesday, followed by a New 
Moon in the same area of your chart 
on Friday. With all that in the earthy 
sign of Taurus, you’re likely extra 
interested in the physical pleasures that 
dating brings. This doesn’t have to be 
sexual. In fact, a cozy cuddle session 
might be what you crave. It’s all about 
connection for you. Happily, with 
lucky Jupiter here, you can prepare to 
connect with someone who colors your 
world a whole new shade of wonderful.

Your Horoscope Aquarius  Jan 20 – Feb 18 
Your romantic situation is simmering 
right up until the end of this week 
-- that’s when things might boil over! 
Steamy Mars enters your partnership 
sector on Saturday and immediately 
picks a fight with intense Pluto. You 
and your partner might experience 
some conflict because you both want 
to oversee something important to 
you affecting your relationship. It 
may feel like you’re at war with 
each other initially, but don’t worry! 
That can soon give way to some 
ultra-sexy passion between you two 
that just might solve the underlying 
issue. Single? You’re motivated for 
connection, but don’t let your sense of 
urgency lead you to a regrettable choice.

Pisces  Feb 19 – Mar 20 
Talking about your sensual needs 

can become second nature to you 
this week, and that just might be 
all you need to take your love life 
from humdrum to pure bliss! Jupiter 
enters your communication sector 
on Tuesday in the luscious sign of 
Taurus, followed by a New Moon in 
the same zone on Friday. You’ll be 
able to have meaningful conversations 
with your partner about whatever 
it is you truly desire physically -- 
but also about financial and security 
matters. If you’re single, it’s possible 
that someone in your neighborhood 
will introduce themself and have an 
immediate visceral effect on you. Yum!

Eve’s Computer Services
in Santa Elena Town
For all your Digital 
Photos, Internet

and Printing Needs.
Call us at 629-1171
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The Government of Belize 
has written to the Sugar Cane 
Farmers Association (BSCFA) 
to say that it will be providing 1 
million dollars worth of  fertilizer 
to that association. While the 
gesture may seem grandiose, it 
reeks of favoritism and political 
patronage. There have been loads 
of complaints coming from the 
three other associations that are 
part of the industry. They say 
that while the BSCFA is getting 
fertilizer distributed to them, the 
other three associations are not 
getting anything.

Hon.  Hugo Patt ,  Area 
Representative for Corozal North, 
and a cane farmers himself has 

added to the complaints saying 
that the entire process is unfair. 
He explains that outside of the 
other associations not receiving 
any assistance, there are other 
considerations, in particular why 
is it that this kind of assistance 
is not extended to the larger 
agricultural industry. 

It is noteworthy that 5 sitting 
ministers of government are part 
of the BSCFA and stand to also 
benefit from the fertilizer at the 
expense of the taxpayers. What 
is also a matter of concern is that 
with only BSCFA receiving the 
fertilizer, it means that about half 
of the sugar cane farmers will not 
be receiving any assistance. 

1 Million Dollars 
In Fertilizer For 

BSCFA,
Nothing For The 

Other Associations

noTICe

SaGICor LIFe InC.

Brendan Cardenas of 58 Central 
American Boulevard, Belize City, Belize 

District has made sworn deposition that Policy 
no. 012003667 issued by Sagicor Life Inc. has 

been declared
lost.

dated May 16th , 2023

By order
andrew Greaves

Corporate Secretary

On Friday, May 19, there 
will be a sitting of the House of 
Representatives during which 
the PUP administration will take 
to the National Assembly a bill 
to seek permission to borrow a 
whopping 90 million dollars. 
The money is being sourced from 
the Saudi Fund for Development 
and based on the Government’s 
exp lana t ion  i t  i s  fo r  the 
construction of a ‘Tertiary Level 
Hospital Project in Belmopan.’ 
The hospital is expected to be built 
at the Belmopan Campus of the 
University of Belize and, again, 
according to the Government 
, it will serve as a university 
hospital.

It is the kind of pie in the 
sky idea that would make sense 
if it were that we had any kind of 
trust that indeed the money would 
be used for what it is intended 
to. But knowing the character of 
the current Government, there 
is great skepticism on this one. 
First of all, to make this kind of 
loan, at a time when the entire 
healthcare system is in shambles, 
is to say the least, misguided. 
There are critics who believe that 
something like this could only 
be contemplated if the country 
had a robust healthcare system. 
Currently, despite multiple 
promises, the country’s premier 

public health facility, the KHMH 
does not even have in this day and 
age, something as basic as a CT-
Scan machine. That institution 
and also all other public health 
clinics and hospitals are also 
lacking the most basic necessities 
from Tylenol to syringes. 

For the Government to now 
saddle the country with a 90 
million dollar debt and keep 
on ignoring the immediate and 
pressing needs of the public 
health system is a complete 
joke. What ‘s more, there are 
those who believe that the entire 
idea was hatched up to create 
another money bed for a select 
few cronies within the People’s 
United Party who will cream off 
the construction of the buildings 
and at the end of the day they will 
simply end up as white elephant 
infrastructure.

The thought that 90 million 
will be spent is surreal since this 
is simply for the construction 
of the buildings. The other 
considerations of staffing and 
equipping such a facility would 
be an additional expense. It is 
almost a guarantee that this will 
not be able to be accomplished, 
especially given the reality the 
PUP administration has allowed 
for both staffing and equipment to 
be woefully lacking in the public 
healthcare system. 

Another 90 
Million Loan
For Pie In 
The Sky 
Project
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Ministry Of Transport Can’t Buy Toilet Paper
The Ministry of Transport 

is in such a state of disarray 
that they are unable to purchase 
something as basic as toilet 
paper. On Tuesday,  May 16, 
complaints from the commuting 
public were loud and clear after 
those who attempted to use the 
public restroom at the Belmopan 
Bus Terminal were met with a 
situation that they could not get 
toilet paper out of the facility.

The bus terminals across the 
country have traditionally been 
managed independently and those 
in charge make requisitions from 

Belmopan and these are provided 
for long periods of time. Over the 
past weeks however, Belmopan 
has been unable to provide what 
is requested and it ended with 
the situation that developed on 
Tuesday where the Belmopan 
terminal ran out of toilet paper.

What is interesting is that 
bathroom facilities are actually 
revenue centers for the bus 
terminals where the users are 
charged a fee to use them. That 
would mean that through the 
course of the day, the terminal 
had some cash on hand to be 
able to purchase the toilet paper. 
However, we understand that 
because of the level of micro-
managing that is taking place 
from the Ministry level, that 
discretion is not allowed to those 
who run the terminals. They are 
subjected to have to wait until the 
Ministry sees it fit to provide the 
basic supplies. Often times the 
terminals are going for days on 
end with basic sundries. 

Star football goal keeper, 
Wodrow West was escorted by 
police officers off the football 
field at Norman Broaster Stadium 
on Wednesday, May 17 as he 
was playing football. The match 
between Progresso FC and Verdes 
FC was interrupted when a group 
of police officers made their way 
onto the pitch and escorted West 
off the field. 

West has been detained for 
questioning following the murder 
of 19 year old Imarie Galvez 
who’s decomposing body was 
found off a feeder road near 
mile 40 on the Hummingbird 
Highway. She had gone missing 
on the night of Saturday, May 
13 and was found on Tuesday 
May 15. 

West was her boyfriend and 
was among the last persons with 
whom she was seen before her 
death.  

Star Football 
Player 

Arrested On 
The Field

Woodrow West being escorted off the 
field
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to be built  under projects 
funded while the UDP was the 
government. Names such as 
Corazon Creek, Georgetown 
Technical High School, the just 
completed Bella Vista High 
School and countless others spring 
to mind. Also, health facilities 
were upgraded such as the initial 
Bella Vista Clinic upgrade and 
eventually its improvement to a 
Polyclinic II.

By contrast, the PUP is 
mostly talk. Yes, they will show up 
on the 19th November weekend 
with a big entourage, led by 
PM Briceno, and tour the south 
but it will be all empty talk and 
meaningless photo opportunities 
with no real tangible substance. 

Not to keep on hitting a guy 
when he is down, but, after his 
recent traffic mishap, Minister 

Oscar Requena can only boast of 
being on official duties, attending 
weekend football tournaments in 
villages, the so-called “Requena 
Cup”, although villagers keep 
asking the question whether 
his unfortunate accident may 
have been due to another type 
of cup? He needs to realize that 
his constituents want a lot more 
than football tournaments named 
after him.

If the truth is to be told, 
residents of the south must 
conclude that under this PUP 
Briceno government, they are 
quickly becoming the forgotten 
district or forgotten districts 
again. The long abandoned Punta 
Gorda fire station serves as just 
one small, tiny example and 
reminder of where the south is 
heading under this useless PUP 
government.

Continued from Page 6

The Forgotten Fire Station 
in the Forgotten District

The fire station is housed at the town board meeting room 

The Holy Redeemer Credit 
Union launched the second in a 
series of publications to promote 
financial literacy in young people. 
The book, entitled Jacito Opens 
and Account at HRCU , is a 
sequel to the first publication, 
Jacito Learns to Save, which was 
launched in October of 2021.

The books are written by 
career educator and HRCU 
director, Dr. Carol Babb and are 
designed to instill the discipline 
of saving on young persons. It 
tracks the progress of the main 
character, Jacito as he learns 

financial literacy at an early 
age. 

According to Dr. Babb, the 
book helps in developing a life 
skill in every child. She adds 
that every persons should be 
taught financial literacy. Proof 
of this, she says, came during 
the Covid-19 pandemic where 
many persons suffered financial 
hardships because they did not 
have savings and had to endure 
with very little resources. 

The book is available for 
free at the Holy Redeemer Credit 
Union. 

Holy Redeemer Credit Union 
Launches Another Book

The book is available for free at the HRCU
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